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Today and {eateraay the battered and weary advance g
of thc Rorwesians, Brisish and Americanc at Joe's Tlace folded their
monogrennced shcets, and with a last regretful look gt the einems to
seal a thousand with its plles ¢f tangled £ilm, amarched back to Stalag
- IXXI A over yesterday's bettleficld to the sc of desultory rifle
shote froz tiie wiods., The American guard is due to arrive tiis morning,
The Allies from the Btzla; were defeated by the ever-increcsing Lorde
of refugees which poured into the Lajer tircugh the gate mearect the
sectlcn allotted tu ike 5talag partye fThese refusees very naturally
took up quariers in the nearect empty building. They were nice, clean
Quarters, thocush somewhat short of furniture and fittings, whier had
been recoved by the earlier refu;ees wno werc successfully evicied
&nd gcal to thedr own portion of the ¢amp. The aleaning party then
¢leaned up, and the rooms were ready for the :ain party of Britiskh,
Anericans and Norweglanc, only to be filled by anctier influx of refugees,
Tue sad story began wien the advancce guard arrived to f£ind
refusces in pos.ession. At a oonference between Allied officers and
Captain Medvedev, aress of ti:e Lager were allotted to the various
natlcnces Then came thc problem of slLepherdin;: t.e refugees into
tieir .reas. Eaturully,,the{ nere reluctant tcv leave, and tlerc were
scme incidentej still, they left most ¢f t..¢ bulldingse=but not ao
the beds and fittinges. Trese they took with them, with the exce-ticn
of tie buili=in wael businc, which im zanz cap:s tn wartonly suszaeds
Much wanton dangge wac dcne all over the er, apurt from
the chaos caused by the rifling of deuks and eupbousrds for ihe odd
. bottle or box ¢f clgars. 2The attitude fo thece who eausced most of the
danaze was sulimed up Dy one youth-e"ihe Germens emasicd By countiry up,
‘8c 1 smash thelrs®, Unfortunaiely that pariicilar property wiiéh wos
smesncgaces 0! noW Peleny ¢¢ Germens, but to Zussignge Por this -
reacon, the Lussians asked that a guard should be moumnied over eertain
storehouses in widch valuable material was nct only bein;; lcoted, but
wantenly snashed, EHErsng-new typewriters were ic be seen, hansins
drun:ley half out of thelr pacidn: cuscs afier beinz swiped with a
erowburs tuousands of coloured pencile scatiered from tnelr boxcs made
the fl.or 4ifficult 1¢ walk onj movie projectors were torm from tueclr
eaces and tielr lenge: ripped away; delicatc talkle apparatus was
trcdden underfoots In reaporse to the Hussian request, a guard c¢f 600
“Apericans wae m. .ated, with 200 men on duty at a time, Keye and pad-
lcoks were found, and nany of the buildings locked. The guard earricd
sticks after onc or two incidenie which oecurred skertly after it wase
anocunted, On Xonday aigznt the refu;ees dbegan t¢ turn uzly, and on
‘several osceaclicne war was only avurted by the prompt acticn of Rarusbka
& Ruasign girl sttuachked to the Red aB, interpreter, Narushka wcuid
turn out in tie aiddle of the nicht, el 8 toomy zun over her g.culéer,
run down to tue gilores and guell the trouble by sticking her zum into
scne dnfuristed refugee's stcmach and elearing; Im uie off in e lanjuage
whickh nobodinelse;understoid. _ R ,

, t.e end one oI the refugees drev e autormstic, and afier
that it became clear $iut finr out of five ol {.em werc armed, Datons
arc nv geod asainst guns and to tie regret of tie American guard, they
had to withdraw, - :
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In order to prevent the refugees looting in the area allotted
to the Americans, British and Norwegiens, it was found necesgary to
putrol it, and tue refugees followed suit with a8 patrol round their area,
An order wac issued the Russians thut all firearnme should be handed
in, and a oertein nunm T were ocllected, but obvicusly not all, :

. On Tueeday Cuptain Medvedev reduced thue arsa allotted to the

Stalag party by accommodation for 19600 men, and also stated that :
the officers mess would be taken over as Russian headquarters., It
¥as pointed out that this cicnge left inadequate room for our numbers,
apart from trie inpuffichency of beds. The removael of the officcrs? ‘
mess reduced the accommodation and also took txiewx the only available
kitchens and dirning rooms for the use of the officers. Cuptain Medvedevy
returned to tke Stalag, and the lager advance party continued their unegual
struggle with the refugees, - , - . :
. - . The situation for the Britieh, americans and Borwegians
. Was further compiicated by the failure of the authcerities at Lickenwzlde
to tuxrn the eleciricity on. A Russian offioer agdured the British
Officer 1/c Detachment on Monday thLat the bur;omaster's life depended
on the power ecoming on the pex: day. Presumsbly the bursomasteyr is dead
fer there wus no pover in the camp up to Vednesday evenins, 4s far
88 the technicians were gble to tell, the li:hti:g, water, sewage and
telephone syntems had not been 8cbotaged, and all thut was necessary
for a final creck was the t.rowing of the mein switch at Lickenwalde,
The Germans must Lave left #m the Adolf Hitler Lager at a moment's notice
for iiere were Lalf-eaten meals on tne tables in tue mess and unfinished
cups oi eccffee in the ante-rooms, Tear -off calendars in the offices
sLowed tkhe date April 2V, R |

: An suxilisry punping pPlunt was found and sot to work, and :
it was possille to-keep mains Waier .en for g .period.durings the daya .
The staff from the Stalag; operating -thig plant did wery g.od work to :
supply Jjust under nglf a miliion gellons a day to these inm the Lager,

, A nunber of suxiliary petrol plants for 14,hting were found
in the stores, and one o: t:.ese was insi:zlle: tu supply light to the
tenporary head -uarters. The refugees rapidly cauckht on to the idea -
and now ithere gre generstors running all over the Lager with etolea

trol. ' -
pe Two incidents which ocourred on ¥ednes brought the
eituation to the danger Barks one of the Stalag partiy was shot at by
e refusee as he was cycling through the Lager behinad g 0rry, and
certain of tus refugees were observed removing a stock of tear gas
from tie ermoury to their part of camp. 80 onm Vednesday evening
the advance party, with tue exception of eight technicians tc keep the
eéssential pervices goinz and the American returned on f.ot
to the Stelag, The refugees, among tueir oty glanced up and stired at
. their departing Allies, ' '






