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015 P ATL R GOODE ez -
175th Infantry '

5 N TR

P

i} “June 1944, with suthority of the
division commander subject crossed the VIRE canal with the "D" company

" lof his regiment with instructiors to clear up & five-mile stretch of woods

. ..~ and occupy two 4onns’ “They'crossed the canal about four miles from the

" 'regimental headquarters in the vicinity of LISOM, FRANCE, Previously two
. ... companies had atbempted’this on the 12th of June, and they were driven
=7 faek.  The division.commander said to make the attempt anywey, and Col.

....; GOODE said it was hopéless; bt the compander said that was all right.

. Instead -of going rightztosthe high ground opposite the canel, subject took
the company back across the canal in daylight snd marched into the woods
andfheldth'em'fth'ex‘éi ntiljdark, - After dark they moved on along the canal
“banle < They ran into ane outpost where they ldlled 21l but ‘one man who gob -

‘away, "~ About a balf a mile.from the first willage they ran into what sub-
ject “thought was -a rather wesk opposition and he told the compaay commander
to attack at ‘oncé ‘which he-later did, The best information that subject
could get was that it was a battaliom of the 17th Panzer Gremsdler Division
which had beeh sent in %o reinforce the local garrisenm, and the fight
 Jasted until about 2100 hours. By this time Col. COODE had expended all
.. ..-the, machinegum. ammuniton; all the mortar ammmiticn and most of the rifle

'and carbine ammmitim,.and he then surrendered, He bad at that time 28

:" younded men: and 20 wounded out of approximately 300,

Germans_Moved American; Back

g .‘The Germans mwed_the Americens out a distance of a few miles to
what was apparently‘regimental headquarters, and from thers they were taken
to a headgquarters in the vicinity of ST. I0 on 13 Jume. Subject was then
moved to a cage af CHALONS-sur-VIRE, whers there vere about 800 prisoners,
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most of them from the gond and 101st Airborne Divisions, and the conditions
. R + at vthat place Wers extremely pad. Thers had been no food but the Germans
TR . finelly arrived.at & point where they ¥illed cne beef 2 day for about 800
- meny and. there vas some cabbage for soub. There were abaub 125 aluminum
pans which were passed from hand to hand for moss kits.

- . From there subject ‘was taken jndividually to corps headquarters where the
- in'bqn:ogajhing officer, who vas & judge from COLOGNE in civilian 1ife,
»__;'grootgd -him with his ‘name and “organization which he had not disclosed. The
. adAress of .;hisf';fa,.mj__lji-was ‘knovm bocauge it avpoared on his jdentification
_...disc which they ,_emm:‘._j:-;.l."-"Subject ~4old tho interrogating of ficer that he
mtend_ed_@jb_p ‘tell him nothing, and he gaid they had ways of making him tall.
Subject said nothing. Actually:-the conversation was rather general, and

concerned conditicns in GERMANY,

&5bject was then taken by ambulance B 4istance of about 30 miles

'Q;qu;ﬁ;.ied;—prison:-camp at RENNES where he found about &
~gnq;Aﬁér16£ﬁ§'enlistad men, and at the time that he arrived
Was ;. bout .18 June ,-about ‘thres American officers and 16 British
an officers , includinga 'Jjeutenant commander from the Fleet Arm
i ,Royal.Air Force. _Thé number of officers jncreased gradually to 50,
:and:;_tk;e;;__enlj,gj;'e‘d;pen‘: to ‘perhaps’ 1,300, jncluding both British and Capadissi.
oo Tho- camp;wag very,bedly run}and- therfood was limited to & weak tea in the
: morning:and ‘:‘t‘orf.:dinnei‘: one’ or two slices of tread and a sSoup mads largely
, from badly, spoiled potatoes “and what vegetables the Ps/d could from the
JMER French colonials who had ‘their stuff in stock since 1940. The name of the
A e . commandant , -subject does not ¥mow, nor was he ever able %o find out, For
ST ot - seversl days ‘there -was no watom-as & result of tho bombing of RENNES, and
T e o7 -+ 4w due to-the “fact that ~the _Gez‘manS'-:did not furnish water there was & grozt
e . ~-.deal of siclkness frqm'me'n'd.r:.nking weter used for fire protection. There
- ... were-no bathing faci.]d.t_ies,"and the sanitary- conditions in the camp wore
. extremely PooTr. ‘There Was no effort mede to feed or house theso mon properl

BEev. T e

- En route to the camp ‘ot RENNES, subject attompted to escap® and after slip-
- . ping out. of . the ‘ambulance, he was physically held by enlisted men who were
- - tervified that if he escaped the Germans would shoot them. By the timo ho
had convinced them that he was & comnisgioned officor the chance vas gone.

. :Thé Ps/ﬂ ",1e:;ft'_ﬁﬂ‘INES “e.roub ‘5 July -in two boxcars holding 2 total of 50 of-
ficors. There Wore about 1,300 Pritish and Amorican enlisted men on the
train; the cars were crowded and practically all of the Pg/W had dyscvgtery

. and. many of them were wounded, It took them 23 days to got to CHALONS.

- Sames Gocuami Caniatas tnuttiation altocting
7+t natioual gef, ey lorizition af =
i the el ense of the United States withe

.} g of the Esplany o
':V:!:!dmsz’ ‘lﬂ smendody its é:n 2:7:;:10 US_&'E CRET
,. n of its conlgnla in any "ﬂunu-m;“""

= persea f‘,“-“'hiutnd by law, an




REPRODUCED AT 'l‘HE NATIONAL AKCHLIVES

‘.;.‘

The off:.cer in cha.rge of tha'b train was- Oborstleutnant HUNTER., A man of
. about 45 yea.rs of age and apr “ontly:commissionod in the field artillery,
I w2 - - ho statod that he was a merchiit.:from-HAMBURG., Tho cars were kept lockod
. - v ) the entire time, and only on one.or two days, as a special concession,
Lo ‘ ‘the- doors were opened for perbaps a half an hour. The food varied; some
B ~"deys .there was one-third of a loaf of. “‘bread, about a two-inch niece of
o o 7 - ‘sausege: and, a large bonl ‘of - exceedingly good soup, on other days there was
: -no water, ' The’ .cars wore -tightly sealed and while the officers
" themselves; were not'crcwded “the condition of the men was extremely bad.
o ~-’“hsre was no. opportlmity for exercise, and the only water anyone could get
el Uyag tha'b brought ‘by gua.rds once a day.

Some Escanes ST L L e

During the *rip:four. British®officers escaped from the other of-
~. ..ficerls car, and the, rest of the officers in that car were treated for the
.ensuing-days imuch Worse “than' previcusly, Subject also added that before
: they -reached fheir, deatination ‘the'itrain was strafed ance, but there were
.no casualties., They were - a.lso on : the edga of a bombing, the nearest bomb

~'pans. mspectéd the car” da:L'Ly they pever saw the hole, Subject is very frank
<.in’ gaying. that he'ordered another officer to make this hole and he accepts
pfuld; respons:.b:.lity “for it i Fifteenofficers managed to escape out of this
- hole. ; The: hole was. rathe " small, and’ subject could not get through it. He
‘went back to take ‘off ‘some” clothes and the train stopped and he was there
T ae ... 7 7 ‘s .when-the hole was discovered,“-Oberstleutnant HUNTER was very much excited
Lol - T e e and . sont. for an SS leiubonant who was aboard with two SS companies. They
77 v 'selected subjoct and four other officers to bo shot. Col. GOODE spoke to
-them at .some length and ‘they started arguing among themselves and agreod
- to:delay: the, .exocution; They %ook 20 officers from the other car and put
thom in with the officers in subjectl's car; then they mounted a machinogun
and made thom get down on-the floor of the car. Any men that got up off
the . floor or spoke’ would be shot,  In the car next to that of Col., GOODE,
-a French parachute sorgeant was shot-and killed.for reaching up to an opon-
ing in tho car to get a ‘book he-had left there, The name of tho man re-
sponsible for this is 'not lmowm,  but he was an unteroffizier and a very
volublo Nazi, The morning aftor the escape Col. GOODE was shot at from a
- distance of a.bout ten feot by a German.

e ‘I‘rain:At-backed

.., That night the train was a.ttacked either by some Free French or
some of the 1,100 political prisoners who were with the train and got
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el o ~ loose;, - The Germans claimed-to have killed a car load, but all subject
70+ “lmovs is+that he could see the fight that took place in all four corners
~-—of the train which lasted -about an: houriand a half, During that time the
-~§S" had other things to do.than to execute the Ps/M, The conditlons in that
- S ", i train generally speaking were by far the worst that Col. GOODE had experi-
. “ssno0 0w oooenced [in the time that heiwas a. prisoner, and he got off the train with
stow white:hair ard weighing about: X70.1bs, He thinks that a very definite
_ . effort should be made to have Oberstleutnant HWTER find the guard who was
sl SR oswoxsoumew .. rresponsible for killing-this:Frenchisergeant.

- Caalons -~ To Trder . . -+::,
T s e e ol o g T : 3 nrot
r . . . ;i1 The Ps/W arrived.at. C_I-_IA‘IQN_S”,Joz{TZS July, The place was an inter-
. - rogation-center, .and -1t was .run:by-a.Major VON GOSWEIN who had been a
_'prisoner .of war in.ENGLAND -n the -last war, Col, GOODE was in solitary
.7 fop.fiveé days .at:. CHALONS, ».Among the.;18 .other officers, there was no com-
plaint:;abdut‘.?ths" ‘treatment ‘except rthat:Ps/M were in solitary.
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The :Ps/M-deft. CHAIONS ‘somewhers -about ;th
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) he .3rd of August and subject's re-
~.collectiddis  that there were 600 officers packed 50 to a car, Six days
later they finally errived at TRIER, The trip was extremely bad, and there
were no toilet facili*ies except,a can:about the size of a #10 commercial
can. The major difficulty was not so‘much in the packing of the cars,
o 7. which wesjexcessive,.cr the.heat, but.the fact that the trip which should
© .+ .-have taken7a-day;or 80 -took six or seven:days.

TﬁePs/N leftTRﬁRvewsquen]y about 9 September., The parcels

e e - which they.received were.borrowed from the French or the Serbs as there
CotEee g T ..+ =.-ere:no-American.parcels there, -. '.!'h‘e.»'coinnﬂndant borrowed them and issued

~. .. - the parcel-during that month, -and -igsued ‘another parceél as the men got o
= . . the train. -Subject-has.no.complaint.against the commandant at TRIER, The
i - --trip from.TRIER to LIMBURG,lasted only one day, and the Ps/W spent & rsla-
IR - wvitively pleasent day.on the train.” Subject states he had a bag packed for
"+ ... an:escape attempt, -but unfortunately he ‘could not make it, The map that
; " he had concealed in his kit 'was found when he got to LIMBURG and caused
. considerable excitement and en intervisw with tho commandant.

#oen
it

. The Ps/?_{,left__iﬁét!.“y.ﬁ,ff cfi.ﬁa';, subject thinks, Stalag 124, %o

go. to Oflag 6/ which was the first officers! camp to which he was sent.
Subject -arrived there an.16 October.
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Evacuation from Schubin

. Lzl % 3 The Russian advance caused the:evecuation of Oflag 64, SCHUBIN,
on’ 21 J’anuary. s Col. /GOODE loft.dbout 71 men in the hospital under Col.
DRURILand ‘those’ paople: have -aince.-beon’ roturned, Thero wero four mon in

' & tunnel therezalso, ::Unteroffizier; KNORR,>at SCHUBIN, is believed to have
“~killed “one, :twoor t]::rec ‘British pr:.srners in 1940 and at one timo did pull
~his’ p:.stol on an’ Amcrican off:.cer -md nis presence in the camp vas protested

Col GOODE protosted tho mrch and’ dclayed it as much as possible, The
Ps/W then marched a distance of.360 miles over a period of 48 days under
rather trying conditic.s.. . The-weather: ‘was about ten bolow zero and there
. o . was about a foot of snew on the ground. Subject urged all "the men to es-
ST ' " “cape who" ‘had 2 ‘chance to escape,. and 241 were successful. Subjoct seid that
T e © o 77 he govomod oscdpes, because “ho believes.:in thom, but when there was no
_ <7+ «chinégfor & man to live ‘or mako-a ~successful oscape, he did not let the |
R ‘Han<Yescapo ;'When .thoro was e :50-50 chance, ho wanted him to take it., Col.
. .4 2w GCODE <had -left:0flag 64+with'1300:menj-'and he had 490 left after the 48
L __days. He know that 241 escaped, 100 werc loft at a prison camp near FLATOW,
R T A -and the ‘rast were<sent -on .with ‘guards “to LUCKENWALDE, Col. GOODE left four.
rs at a Naval"Stu.t:.an at . SWINEMUNIE . of which Col, ALGER was ono,

‘A.fter the “arrival at PARGHIH, -the Ps/ﬂ wore mcrved by train to HAM-
b Oflag “13B; “at ‘HAMMEIBURG ;*was commanded by a Major Gen, GOBEEL,
Col. GOODE's relations with him were by far the best that he established
with any German officer that he came:into contact with. He was an intel~-
o l:l.gent man, and he came to see "the conditions in the camp (which were bad),
D0 bate he had ‘no hesita.ncy to reduce what he saw to writing, He said he would .
“UY o take the Ps/W's money and’ rein’orce the ration if possible, He tried, but
L “could not do“iti" Wher a small task.force:from the 4th Armored Divis:.on got
P Wi 7 to HAMMELBURG this ‘man'had an’order ‘to march the Ps/F, Subject talked him
S "7 " out of‘the’marching for one-day, --He then ‘said he had an order to move the
. s “ Subject: said it was impossible to move, and he said he lmew it was
o and-asked'subject for a protest. It was given to him, and he left tuo of-
Do “ficers -behind to 'protect &nd’ feed the:Ps/W until the Americans got there.
[T "7 " He'asked Col) GOODE to look ‘after his family which he was very glad to do.
k “He took his guard-company and went off to the flamk, The only thing he
said when the Americans were forced back the next day was that fortumses
change. He was a major general,-and-he_could not exercise as much author-
- ity as the average corpany commander in an American company, but subjact
states he did his duty as’a’ soldier.
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Americang Arrive . :

About 3 April, a small task force consisting of a tank company
and an infantry company from the 4th Armored Division came about 50 miles
through the German linacs to get the priscners loose. The man wha actually
came into the camp was a 1lst Lt. W. R, WHEELER, son of Maior Gen, WHEELER,
Col, COODE told him he had 1291 officers and he said they had transporta-
ticn to takethsmbsrk, Actually they did not, bub the Ps/ formed up and
moved to the top of the hill, Col, GGODE divided the people into three
groups, those who could not paysicelly make it who went back to camp, those
fhat could do it on foot, and thoso who hed to ride, Out of 550 that tried
it on foot, subject stated about 30 got through, Those that wero to ride
got on top of the tanks, tut unfortumately a tank was lost before they got
started, The group ran into strong opposition and lost another tank and
lost some people. The company commander pulled up on the top of the highest
hill about six miles from the camp and the thing smolled bad to Col. GOODE.
Tho Americans had about 600 men and at the request of the tank commander
every man that could be armed with any kind of a weapon was armed, Col.
GOODE took the rest of the group back to camp, The Germans attacked and
captured, ldlled or wounded tho entire lot. The rast got back to camp and
the pecple that decided they were too sick to mrch were marched by the
Gormans from HAMMELEURG past NURNBERG. Tronty-six had been killed and about
40 wounded by American bombs. Five or six hundred people who were with
Col. GOODE ware moved out by train %o NURNEERG, Thoy left HAMMELBURG at
the roquest of Gen. KAFATAVITCH, chiof of staff of tho Serbian Army. Ameri-
can tanks were shooting into the Sorbian camp under misleading intelligenceo
that it was a Gorman camp, whoroas in fact it was adjacent to a German camp.

To Moosburg

The group stayed at HAMMELBURG about & wook, and thon was norched
to Stalag 7A, ¥OOSBURG. It took 15 days to covor about 90 miles. Thero was
no particular attempt at control, and escaps was oxtromoely easy and many
officers did oscape and mony mora just wandored off %o 1ive on the country
and woro ultimately picked up by tho SS, Subjoct statod he wanted to ©s-
cepa, but stayed with tho colum bacause he folt tho continued presence of
rospasiblo poople would avoild strong moasures on tho part of the Germans.
Col, GOODE and tho SBO, Group Capt. WILLETS, organized the camp at MOOSBURG.
Tt was thoir intention not to move, When thoy woro finally roscued by Combzt
Toam A, of tho 1l4th Armored Division undor Gen. KARISTAD and Gon. COOPER~

SMITH, thore were at that time about 30,000 prisoners behind the wire,

DISTRIBUZION:
cpM (JET) 1
G2 POL, ST., GP. IT 1
WDID (L'ondons

1

T iaCaets Jocumeal CINLLLS wl m:'mon a!lccﬂn; -6

N AVihelscGignal defenze of _lhedi}m!ed §t=§as witl

MARINBeLmeaning of the Espicnegs Act, “,%UE§‘§“R ET
81 and 32, 83 «meededs Wa grapsmission or 1
revelation of its conlents in any maance to a0
anoythorized person Iz nrohlbited by law.

PAGE 9





