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Calling All “Kriegy Kids and Grandkids” 
 
Research is being done in all areas of “Kriegy Life” for the new Museum in Szubin, 
and your help would be invaluable. Everything “Kriegy” is needed for the Museum, so 
everything we can do to help prepare is important.   
 

Volunteers are urgently needed in the following areas: 
• writing Kriegy biographies (more writers are needed) 
• researching websites for Kriegy obituaries and 

photos 
• researching websites for Kriegy interviews 
• researching websites for Kriegy articles written either 

by or about them 
• researching Find-A-Grave and Billion Graves 

websites for deceased Kriegies  
• researching Ancestry.com, Veterans History Project 

records and military websites for Kriegy information 
• locating Kriegy books or writings 

 

If you’re looking for a volunteer opportunity, especially during these days of “isolation”, 
and if you have a little bit of time each week to devote to researching (maybe an hour 
a day, or whatever you can devote), your assistance would be greatly appreciated. 
What a great service to render!  Feel free to choose one or more areas to work in.   
 

Please consider giving of your time to help in this effort.  What an honor it is to do this 
for our Kriegy Patriots and Heroes.  To volunteer, contact Elodie at the street or email 
address at the left of this page. 
 
Our best to you always,   
Elodie/Bill Caldwell, ITEM Editor/Webmaster   
www.oflag64.us 
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Nearly Everybody 
Reads The ITEM 

Oflag 64’s Home 
Newspaper 

“Get Wise – ITEM-ize” 

Drawing by Jim Bickers, shown without barbed wire fences or guard towers 
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Financial Contributions 
 

There is now more than one way 
to contribute to Oflag 64 related 
funds.  
 

For contributions to 
the Postage Fund 
ONLY (which not 
only covers the cost 

of printing and mailing the ITEM 
to our remaining Kriegies or their 
widows, but also pays for running 
the Oflag 64 website), please 
make your checks payable to 
Oflag 64 Postage Fund, and send 
them to:   

 

Bret Job 
2801 SW 46th St 

Cape Coral FL 33914-6026 
 

OR 
 

Elodie Caldwell 
2731 Terry Ave 

Longview WA  98632-4437 
 

1st Qtr. PF Contributions 
 

None this quarter 
 
 

For financial contributions to the 
future museum only, please 
write your check to: 

 

Friends of Oflag 64, Inc. 
12768 Turberville Lane 

Oak Hill, VA 20171-2214 
 

OR 
 

donate ONLINE at: 
https://friendsofoflag64.org/cont
act-us 
 
You can also access the donation 
page on the Polish-American 
Foundation website at: 
http://www.szubinpowcamps.org
/en/foundation/support-us 
 
These funds are separate from the 
Postage Fund and will be used to 
 

 
help support the future Museum 
in various ways.   
 
THANKS to all who have so very 
generously donated 
to our various Oflag 
64 funds over time. 
 
    Researching Records  

 Oflag 64 Remembered 
researchers would like more 
information on Oflag 64 
Kriegies, specifically information 
about those who were captured 
together and/or marched out or 
escaped together.  Some marched 
to Hammelburg, some to 
Luckenwalde, some to Moosburg, 
and possibly other places.  
Knowing the names of those who 
were together at different times 
will help create a more complete 
story.  If you have Kriegy diary, 
war log, journal, notebook or 
book written by your Kriegy 
which might tell his story more 
fully, please contact me at:  
elodie@oflag64.us. Please also 
consider either donating or 
scanning these items. 
 

Donating Artifacts 
 
 If you’re looking for a 
place to donate Kriegy records 
and memorabilia, the Polish-
American Foundation in Szubin 
would appreciate receiving them.  
Please contact Dave Stewart, our 
Artifacts Committee Chairman, 
at: dslvtx@gmail.com for more 
information.   Donations  should  
be sent to him with two copies of 
the  donation  form  (included  at  
 

 
the end of this ITEM) to the 
address listed on the form. 
 If you have already 
donated  artifacts,  thank  you  so 
much.  Descriptions  will  be  
written  for each of them (with 
your help regarding information  
about the artifacts). The artifacts 
and write-ups will eventually be 
used in displays in the future 
museum.    
 Please also look for 
artifact descriptions being posted 
on the Friends of Oflag 64, Inc. 
website at: 
https://friendsofoflag64.org/artifacts 

  Check for museum news 
and other related information 
being posted on the Foundation 
website at:  
http://www.szubinpowcamps.org/en/ 
 
Future “Foundation”  and 

“Friends” Information 
 

 As was mentioned in the 
last ITEM, the Polish-American 
Foundation, jointly with Friends 
of Oflag 64, Inc. will begin 
publishing a regular BULLETIN.  
Their first one will be sent out 
during the next quarter. 
 Except for the Artifact 
Donation form at the end of each 
ITEM, sections previously 
reserved for Foundation and 
Friends information will no 
longer be included in the ITEM. 
Information will be covered in 
their BULLETINS.  Watch for 
them to come out on a regular 
basis in the future. 
 

CONTACT  US 
 

Email website corrections or 
updates to Bill Caldwell at: 

webmaster@oflag64.us 
Email photos or other digital 
information to elodie@oflag64.us  
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Janice Parks Brown, daughter of the late Kriegy 
Walter Parks, and her siblings, have donated an 
incredible collection of their dad’s artifacts.  We 
are truly indebted to them for these precious 
treasures.  See the Kriegy News and Information 
section of this ITEM for photos.  Thank you very 
much, Parks family, for this amazing collection.  
The photo of the sawdust bread is awesome.  
We’re working hard to get everything prepared to 
send to Szubin in as timely a manner as possible. 
 
Patricia Bowers Callahan, daughter of the late 
Kriegy James Callahan, wrote to let us know of a 
book that contains a great deal of information 

about her dad and other Kriegies.  
The book is entitled Deliverance at 
Diepholz:  A WWII Prisoner of War’s 
Story.  She also agreed to write her 
dad’s biography, to look for some 
artifacts, and to send a financial 
donation to the new museum.  
Patty, thank you very much for the 

information about the book.  We have posted a 
photo of the cover on our website.  Thanks, also, 
for being willing to write a biography on your dad.  
Let us know about any artifacts you may be willing 
to part with and last, but not least, thanks for your 
donation to the museum project. 
 
Donald Cohn, nephew-in-law of the late Kriegy 
Thurston Garrett, wrote to tell us of his new 
address in TX.  Thanks so much, Donald for 
keeping us updated.  It’s so important to stay in 
touch. 
 

Susanna Bolten Connaughton, 
daughter of the late Kriegy 
Seymour Bolten, recently sent a 
treasure trove of information 
regarding articles she found on 

newspapers.com, written by Kriegy Larry Allen, 
as well as a radio interview discovered at the 
Library of Congress.  Thanks, Susanna, for all the 
information you’ve sent.  What remarkable finds!  
Keep them coming.   
 
Kenneth Edsall, son of the late Kriegy Lester 
Edsall, was contacted about consent to use his 
dad’s Veterans History Project information as well 

as information from his dad’s book “I Was No 
Hero But….” as we write his dad’s bio. Ken was 
happy to share information and will continue to 
provide more as he runs across it.  He also sadly 
mentioned the loss of his mother at 101 last fall, 
due to COVID (see the previous ITEM TAPS 
section) as well as his dear wife this February, 
also to COVID.  Ken, thanks so much for you’re 
the information you have sent.  We were so 
saddened to hear of the recent deaths.  Our 
heartfelt condolences along with our thoughts 
and prayers are with you as you grieve. We know 
they are both greatly missed. 
 

Mark Evans, son of the late Kriegy 
Warren “Bing” Evans, in going 
through some of father’s collections, 
found some “Ranger” videotapes that 
he wanted to donate. We expect to 

find some great information contained within 
them and are most  grateful for the donation.  
Thanks, Mark, very much for being willing to 
donate the videotapes.  They will definitely help 
tell your dad’s and other Kriegy Rangers’ stories.    
 

Robert Galloway, producer and 
director of the documentary film Oflag 
64:  A POW Odyssey, has written that 
the video is no longer available on 
DVD, nor on Amazon due to issues 

beyond his control.  However, he has recently 
notified us that it has now been posted to 
YouTube and is available for viewing at:  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=28edrjjr8Yg 
Robert, thanks so much for keeping us in the 
loop.  Your documentary is too important to lose 
and in some cases is the primary source of 
information for Kriegy families concerning their 
Kriegy’s captivity. 
 
David Glendinning, son of the late Kriegy John 
Glendinning, graciously scanned his father’s 
notebooks, logs, and diaries and gave permission 
for their use in the ITEM.  Look for one of them in 
the Kriegy News and Information section of this 
ITEM. He also agreed to write his dad’s 
biography.  David, thanks so much for sharing 
your dad’s detailed records.  It amazes us to think 
that while our Kriegies were experiencing life as 
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POWs, they would also have the determination to 
keep such good records.  Looking forward to 
receiving the bio. 
 
Jonathan Goldin, a gentleman from Cape Town, 
South Africa, was recently going through his 
garage and found an old box of his parents’ war 
memorabilia.  Among the items found was a small 
war time diary containing medical reports and 
names of different people his dad had contact 
with, among them Hugo Fielschmidt from Dallas 
TX who was a camp dentist at Oflag 64.  We 
shared Jonathan’s email with Hugo’s son Wayne.  
Jonathan will keep in touch as he find’s more 
information about any of our Oflag 64 Kriegies.  
Thanks, Jonathan, for reaching out to us.  We 
love making connections such as these.   
 
Henry W. Haynes Jr., son of the late Kriegy 
Henry W. Haynes Sr., after receiving the 
brochure from “Friends of Oflag 64, Inc.”  in his 
words said:  “I was surprised and elated when I 
recognized my father as the third man from the 
left in the picture on the front of the brochure.”  He 
said that his dad didn’t talk much about the war 
unless something would come up that would 
remind him of something interesting or amusing 
that happened during those years.  Henry shared 
that he has in his possession a letter that his 
father wrote to him on the occasion of his second 
birthday.  The letter has been kept safe and is in 
excellent condition.  If conditions are right, he 
would like to return it to its origination point, Oflag 
64.  Henry also made a financial contribution to 
the museum and hoped to do so again in the 
future.  Thank you very much, Henry, for sharing 
this information with us and also for your 
charitable donation to the museum project.  What 
a thoughtful gift. 
 
Terry Ralstin Hamlin, daughter of the late Kriegy 
James Ralstin, was contacted by Ann Rogers 
from our Oflag 64 Kriegy Research Group 
regarding the bio Ann was writing on James.  
They had a thoroughly enjoyable conversation 
and we learned that Terry has much information 
to share.  Terry, we’re looking forward to more 
communications with you and to finishing your 
dad’s biography.   
 

Victoria Herring, daughter of the 
late Kriegy Clyde Herring, after we 
requested a bio on her dad, agreed 
to work on one soon.  She and her 
sister, Jaine, have already donated 

several artifacts to the new museum.   Thanks, 
Victoria, for being willing to write your dad’s bio.  
There’s still so much to learn about our Kriegies.  
Everything we receive will help tell their stories 
and give us a more complete picture of their time 
in captivity. 
 
Susan Harms Hinds, daughter of the late Kriegy 
Howard K. Hinds, wrote in response to our 
request for an obituary and biography of her dad.  
She and her siblings got together and wrote a 
beautiful biography complete with photos.  She 
also sent a scanned copy of  the Christmas 1944 
program and menu for the day and stated that her 
family has a few small artifacts to submit to the 
museum.  Thanks so much, Susan, for the 
biography.  Each one will help tell the stories of 
our Kriegies and the days they spent in Oflag 64 
and other places during the war.  Thanks also for 
the Christmas program. Our men were such 
heroes.  Looking forward to other artifacts you 
may send. 
 
Wistar Holt, nephew of the late Kriegy Thomas 
Holt, has been very helpful in providing 
information and photos of his uncle for our 
research.  Thank you, Wistar, for everything 
you’ve provided. The more information we have, 
the more Kriegy stories we can share.  And with 
every photo, there’s a face that goes with the 
name and a person who is “brought to life” in the 
eyes of others.   
 
Sharon Franklin Hutchison, daughter of the late 
Kriegy Isaac “Ike” Franklin, wrote in response to 
our request for her dad’s obituary.  She will get us 
a copy ASAP but stated that some medical 
problems in the family have taken priority. 
Sharon, thanks for your quick response.  We 
hope health concerns improve for your family 
each day.  Looking forward to receiving your 
dad’s obituary. 
 

Warren Jones, son of the late Kriegy 
Charles L. Jones, in response to our 
request for his dad’s obituary, 
immediately sent us a copy along 
with a suggestion that we find a copy 
of “Achtung” Oflag 64 1943-45. He 

also recently watched the Oflag 64: A POW 
Odyssey on YouTube and said it brought back 
memories of things he had read in his dad’s book 
“The Water and the Rock” and of things he saw 
when he visited Szubin in 2007.  Thanks Warren, 
for your dad’s obituary and also for the book 
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suggestion.  We do have the book. Separately, 
the YouTube video link can be found in the earlier 
post re:  Robert Galloway.  And one more thing, 
looking forward to the bio you write on your dad. 
 

Lynn Kanaya, widow of the late 
Kriegy Jimmie Kanaya, wrote to give 
us permission to use Jimmie’s 
Veterans History Projects and oral 
interviews for the future museum.  

She also let us know that Jimmie’s Arlington 
burial has been moved to June 30.  Additionally, 
she commented that she has boxes of artifacts 
ready to ship to the Artifacts Committee.  Thanks 
so much, Lynn, for the permissions and for 
updating us on Jimmie’s burial date.  Looking 
forward to Jimmie’s artifacts when you’re ready to 
send them.   
 
Ron Karelse, son-in-law of Kriegy Ed Graf, 
reported that Ed is doing quite well and was 
hoping to hear from us with contact information 
for  Warren Jones.  Contact information was 
subsequently shared. While emailing back and 
forth, we sent a consent form for Ed to sign 
regarding the use of his Veterans History Project 
collection, which Ron will follow up on. Thank you, 
Ron, for contacting us.  Glad to have helped Ed 
get in contact with Warren.  The two of them took 
a Germany/Poland trip back in 2007 which took 
them to the site of Oflag 64 and Szubin. Glad to 
hear that Ed is doing well and staying well. 
 
Linda Farber Kest, daughter of the late Kriegy 
Leo Farber, wrote in response to our request for 
an obituary and a bio on her dad.  She responded 
that she and her sister are trying to gather 
information to send and will be in touch as soon 
as it has been gathered together.  Linda, thank 
you for being willing to share these items with us.  
Looking forward to hearing from you soon. 
 

Judy Graf Knight, daughter of 
Kriegy Ed Graf, wrote to give us her 
dad’s new address and to say that he 
is now 99.  She commented on the 
disrespect some show for our country 

and mentioned her dad has some opinions on it 
also. So good to hear from you Judy and thanks 
for the updated address for your dad.  
Unfortunately, we don’t live in a perfect world or 
society, but it’s definitely frustrating to see how 
certain groups disrespect our country. Let’s stand 
up for what’s right and good.   
 

Susan Kohnowich, daughter of the late Kriegy 
Carl Holmstrom, wrote to update us on 
information that was lacking on our website POW 
Database concerning her father who was only 
held at Oflag 64 for a short time before being 
transferred to Stalag Luft III (the camp where the 
actual Great Escape took place). Susan has had 
her father’s book reprinted, complete with 
drawings he did of the camp, and has given 
permission for their use by the Polish-American 
Foundation as they prepare for the future 
museum.  Thank you, Susan, for all the 
information and help you’ve given us.  Our 
database has been updated to reflect your 
father’s correct information. 
 

Ann Hoskot Kreutzer, daughter of 
the late Kriegy Nathaniel Hoskot, has 
had contact with Regina Southern, 
daughter of the late Kriegy Jerrell 
Wesley Southern.  We have reached 
out recently as well.  Anne, thanks so 

much for letting us know about Regina. Hoping to 
hear from her soon.  We love becoming 
acquainted with other “Kriegy Kids”.   
 

Hope Langan, daughter of the late 
Kriegy Vincent Grimes has sent us 
Kriegy photos in the past which have 
all been posted to our website.  The 
Polish-American Foundation is 

always looking for good quality scans (TIFFs, 600 
dpi) for their research and work.  Some of Hope’s 
photos are of interest them. When she returns 
from Florida soon, she will rescan and send 
photos to the Foundation.  Hope, we’re grateful 
for your willingness to provide what’s needed. 
 

Robert Levin, Kriegy, will be 101 
this April.  We recently learned that 
he did a series of 6 short video 
interviews not long ago for the 
Durham VA Health Care System, 

entitled “My Life, My Story”.  In preparation for 
writing his bio, we located and watched the video 
interviews and encourage you to do the same.  
Click on each link separately.  

https://vimeo.com/457784699 
https://vimeo.com/457785377 
https://vimeo.com/457792789 
https://vimeo.com/457793614 
https://vimeo.com/457794295 
https://vimeo.com/457795159 

Thank you so much, Robert, for sharing your 
story and for giving us the opportunity to write 
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your bio.  We’re so happy to have made contact 
with you again. 
 
Danna Lockerby, granddaughter of the late 
Kriegy Jack Carpenter asked us several years 
back to let her know if we ran across any photos 
of her grandfather.  Her hope was to share photos 
with her sons.  Believe it or not, that was in 2012.  
Interestingly, a few weeks ago we ran across a 
photo that included him, and with the help of one 
of our other Kriegy Kids were able to identify the 
men in the photo.  So, of course, we sent her the 
photo.  She said she was able to recognize Jack 
from other post-war photos of him. Danna, thanks 
for your response to our email.  Finding the photo 
is a  lesson to us all to not give up on trying to find 
information. The new photo has now been posted 
to our website and is also included in the Kriegy 
News and Information section of this ITEM. 
 

Anne Cockrell Matzelle, daughter 
of the late Kriegy Jim Cockrell, 
wrote to thank us for the expression 
of sympathy sent to her from the 
Oflag 64 Family at the passing of 

her dear husband, Wayne.  She commented that 
he was an ardent admirer of the Kriegies, her dad 
of course being his favorite.  He was the one who 
talked her dad into writing his “narrative” and 
collected all the ITEMS.  Anne would like to 
someday go to Szubin if at all possible.  Anne, it’s 
so difficult to lose our family members, 
particularly difficult to lose a spouse.  Our 
thoughts and prayers and heartfelt condolences 
are sent to you as you grieve and make 
adjustments. We know he is greatly missed. 
 

Marlene Thompson McAllister, 
daughter of the late Kriegy Robert T. 
Thompson, has been in contact with 
Susan Holmstrom Kohnowich, 
daughter of Kriegy Carl Holmstrom 

who wrote “Kriegie Life” and sketched incredible 
pictures of  camp life for the book.  Susan has 
recently had the book reprinted and has made the 
photos available for the future museum.  Thank 
you so much, Marlene, for sending Susan’s 
updated contact information.  What a great gift 
she has given to the museum. 
 

John Rodgers, Sr., Kriegy, just 
turned 98 and reported that he’s doing 
okay but doesn’t get out much so 
COVID doesn’t bother him.  At 98, 
he’s one of our 3 youngest remaining 

living Kriegies. Hard to believe that 98 is the 
youngest.  Such amazing Kriegies, such amazing 
lives, such amazing experiences.   Thanks to 
them for what they have taught us.  Thank you, 
John, for staying in touch.  It’s always good to 
hear from you.  Hope you continue to stay well. 
 

Ted Roggen, Kriegy, just turned 103 
and is our oldest living Kriegy.  
CONGRATULATIONS TED!!  We 
hope your birthday celebration was 
enjoyable and memorable and that 

you’re doing well.  Ted sent us a story he wrote 
about “What Should Have Happened But Didn’t” 
which is included in the Kriegy News and 
Information section of this ITEM.  Ted, you’re still 
hard at work and continuing to write.  Thank you 
very much for keeping us up to date on how you 
and Sydney are doing.  Always good to hear from 
you.  Stay well. 
 

Gail Bradford Brown Shapiro, 
daughter of the late Kriegy “Brad” 
Bradford, wrote to let us know that 
she is still in Florida and that they got 
their vaccines.  We have been in 

discussions with her regarding her dad’s 
incredible war log.  Decisions are being made by 
her and her family as to whether it will be donated 
to our museum or not.  Gail, we always enjoy 
hearing from you.  Hope you are still doing well.  
We know that making such a decision is difficult 
as it’s hard to pass treasured items on.  Let us 
know what you decide.  We will honor your wishes 
either way.  If you decide to donate it, be assured 
that the utmost care will be taken of your dad’s 
war log and that permissions from you will be 
sought for anything you feel important every step 
of the way. 
 

Marsh Smith, son of the late Kriegy 
Francis Marion Smith, responded to 
an email we sent regarding his father, 
commenting:  “I live in the house in 
which Dad raised me and have his 

same PO Box, which I now use as the address for 
my law office. And I kept Dad’s phone number, 
too… the same one he had, when he retired from 
the Army to Southern Pines in 1959. After he 
died, I kept his PO Box and phone number, 
because I couldn’t bear the thought of one of his 
friends trying to re-establish contact, only to 
encounter a returned letter or a “number 
disconnected” recording.”  Marsh also sent a 
wonderful story he wrote about his dad for his 
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children.  Marsh, thank you for responding so 
quickly and for including the story you wrote.  
What a great gift to pass down to them. You 
certainly have a talent for writing.    
 

Phil Smith, PR Director and Curator 
of the Van Zandt County Veteran’s 
Memorial and Visitors Center 
contacted us about getting a copy of 
Clarence Meltesen’s “Roads to 

Liberation” book.  He also shared that he would 
soon be interviewing the niece of one of our late 
Kriegies, Loyd A. Taylor.  That was exciting news 
for us.  We sent a copy of the book Phil requested 
and he has agreed to share photos, an 
audiotaped interview, and whatever he can with 
us as it is given to him.  Thank you so much, Phil, 
for sharing information about Loyd with us and for 
keeping us in the loop regarding his POW 
memorabilia. 
   

Rupert Starr, Kriegy, is another 
living Kriegy we just found; he will 
soon be 99.  He was captured in 
December of 1944 and was interned 
at Oflag 64Z where several of our 

other Kriegies also ended up.  There are several 
articles and a couple of associated videos about 
him online and also a Veterans History Project 
interview.  We’ve sent him a “consent to use form” 
regarding his materials and look forward to 
hearing from him soon.  We are also in the 
process of writing his biography.  Because of the 
twinkle in his eye, Rupert is affectionately known 
as “Twink”.   Rupert, we are so happy to have 
found you.  You make the 7th living Kriegy we’re 
aware of to date.  It was good speaking with you 
by phone the other day.  We hope to be in contact 
with you again. 
 
Christine Taft, daughter of the late Kriegy 
Edmon “Ted” Rinehart, after a request to her 
about her dad’s Veterans History Project files, 
responded that she would return the consent form 
right away.  She will check with her brother about 
artifacts as well.  Christine, thanks for being 
willing to send the form.  Looking forward to 
receiving it soon.  Also looking forward to any 
artifacts your family is willing to donate to the 
future museum.   

 
Paul Thriffiley III, son of the late 
Kriegy Paul Thriffiley Jr. found 
obituaries on Kriegy Leo Fisher and 
Kriegy Floyd Burgeson along with 

some articles written by or about Leo Fisher and 
one about Floyd Burgeson’s family. We’re so 
thankful to you, Paul, for finding these historical 
treasures. Your finds are amazing and so 
invaluable.   
 

Pat Waters, son of the late Kriegy 
John K. Waters, wrote to thank us for 
sending the last ITEM and 
commented on the “remarkable job” 
and presentation of the materials.  

With COVID on many people’s minds, he said it’s 
easy to lose focus, so was thankful for the 
material and felt re-energized to get to work.  He 
and Martha also sent a New Year’s card.  Pat, 
thanks so much for your kind words.  COVID has 
indeed changed our lives a bit. Prioritizing has 
become more important in some areas of our 
lives but we always have hope.  Things will 
certainly get better.  We enjoyed yours and 
Martha’s New Year’s message.  Stay well. 

 
David Williams, President of the Descendants of 
World War II Rangers, Inc., in response to a 
request from our Kriegy Research Group, shared  
a Eulogy he wrote for our late Kriegy Warren 
“Bing” Evans.  David has an incredible website 
filled with great information about the Rangers.  
Access it from this link:  www.wwiirangers.org 
David, thanks so much for the information you’ve 
shared.  
 

Nancy Thompson Wyatt, daughter 
of the late Kriegy Robert T. 
Thompson, wrote to let us know of 
the passing of Anne Matzelle’s 
husband Wayne in January of this 

year.  Anne is the daughter of the late Kriegy Jim 
Cockrell.  Thank you very much, Nancy, for 
passing the information along.  We wouldn’t know 
some of this information except for people like 
you who share it with us.  

 
* * * * * * 

 

To watch more Oflag 64 YouTube videos about 
the camp and our Kriegies, click on this link.   
https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=
oflag+64 
 

* * * * * * 
 

We’re looking for high-quality scans of photos 
currently on our website. If you have originals and 
can scan them as TIFFs at 600 dpi, that would be 
great.  Also, if you can identify any of our Kriegies, 
please contact me at elodie@oflag64.us.    
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to our great 

KRIEGY PATRIOTS AND HEROES 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

         
      Robert Levin Sr.                 Wilbur Sharpe   
                          April 30 – Age 101                         June 24 – Age 99               
             

Warren Ohlhurst – June 8, Age 99 
 

We wish you all the very best!! 
 

Artifact Updates 
 
These artifacts belonged to the late Kriegy, Dr. Walter S. Parks, Jr. but have recently been donated to the 
future museum by his children.  Thanks, Parks family, for these amazing artifacts. Some of the photos are 
a few years old so there has been some deterioration in the items since, but among the donations are a 
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Russian bar of soap, Russian cigarettes in their original wrapper, a hand-made shoe and mitten made out 
of a blanket, German silverware, sawdust bread, a hat with a home-made lieutenant bar sewn on, a 
medicine bottle, a candle and either some home-made jerky or chewing tobacco.  Scrapbooks and other 
items have also been donated from the Parks Collections.  We’re extremely grateful for these donations 
and excited to be able to share some of them here and with visitors to the future museum. 
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The following scans of the late Kriegy John A. Glendinning’s 11-page POW Notebook detail parts of the 
long, cold march.  It’s continually amazing to me to learn of all our men went through, what they thought, 
what they felt, how they handled one challenge after another.  And yet, they made it, sometimes better for 
their experiences and sometimes with continued challenges.  But we’re indebted to our great Kriegy 
Patriots and Heroes for their sacrifices during WWII and while interned at Oflag 64.   
 
Thanks to John’s son, David Glendinning, for granting us permission to use these scans in the ITEM. And 
thanks to John (who went by Glen at times) for keeping such good records. 
 
Except for this first scan, the succeeding scans are flipped 90 degrees to the left, but read like a book; the 
scan at the left of the page comes before the scan on the right. 
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We recently received and posted this photo on our website.  Thanks to David Durgin, son of the late Kriegy 
George Durgin who also had a copy, we can identify all the Kriegies in the photo.  Front row l-r:  George 
Muehlbauer, Warren Curtis, Ed Berlinski, Joe Friedman.  Back row l-r:  Howard Holder, Cecil Eubanks, 
Jack Carpenter, George Durgin.   

 
 

* * * * * * 
 
The following entry was written by Ted Roggen on October 7, 2020 at 5:00 a.m. The writing is entitled:  
“WHAT SHOULD HAVE HAPPENED BUT DIDN’T”. 
 
I am 102 years old and a former Oflag 64 Kriegie.  I have thought about writing this for several years, but I 
along with other Kriegies made many mistakes.  The mistakes were:  As the Germans prepared to take us 
on that long, bitter cold march, I now realize that I was foolish to “fall in line” with my fellow kriegies and 
make that crazy “march”.   
 
As soon as the Germans lined up everyone for the march, I had a chance to hide in my evacuated barracks, 
but didn’t.  My reasons…I could not get my good friends Lt. Hugh Hogan and Lt. Steve Bires to go along 
with me.  I hesitated, because Hogan and Bires said:  “We are very close to being liberated.”  “We shouldn’t 
take any chances,”  They were wrong.   
 
Very close to the camp exit was the camp hospital.  There were quite a few Kriegies in the hospital.  Again, 
I couldn’t get my friends to join me. 
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The march started, with Hogan, Bires and Roggen.  It was bitter cold.  Our first stop for the night was at a 
German farm.  To keep warm, I slept with “several cows.”  The German guards did not look for any of the 
Kriegies.  I think they were trying to keep warm themselves. 
 
The next morning we assembled and began another day of “marching”.  Our original German guards 
deserted.  Here comes a company of SS Troops to guard us.  Along the way we made several stops, and 
the SS Guards were loosed. 
 
I remember a small barn, where I wanted to hide, but my Kriegie friends refused.  As we marched toward 
Luckenwalde, not the concentration camp, I developed a severe “blister” on my heel.  I don’t remember 
the exact details but one of the guards called for medical help and I was on the way to the camp hospital.  
I developed pneumonia, and spent several weeks in the hospital.  This is where I met an officer, a doctor, 
of the Yugoslavs, who visited my bedside every day.  One day he stopped at my bedside and sang “The 
Eyes Of Texas”.  I arose from my bed and asked how he learned that song.  He told me an American 
Intelligence Officer taught him the song.  The Yugoslav officer’s name was Gabriel Ptrovitch.  Months after 
my freedom, I invited Ptrovitch to visit my Houston home.  While visiting me, I took him on a “shopping 
spree”.  I equipped him with an overcoat and several other things.   
 
The doctor’s visit was a disaster.  My wife, Sydney, discovered several items belonging to my daughter 
had been stolen.  The doctor returned to Belgrade.  I stopped writing.  I don’t know whether he is still alive.   
 
I have omitted many things from this event, but I was “Lucky.”  “I survived.” 
 
 

 
We’re currently looking for a copy of each of the following.  Please let us know if you find one or have one 
to donate. 
 

§ “Country boy infantry: “The Blue Devils” 88th Infantry Division, 1944-1945” by the late Kriegy Carey E. 
Ashcraft, Jan. 1, 1987 

§ “My World War II Experiences” by the late Kriegy Donald Lussenden 
§ “People Too” by the late Kriegy William H. Schaefer 
§ “The Colonel” by the late Kriegy James F. Skells 
§  Milton E. Dowse – 3D copy of online publication 

 
 

If you are looking for any of the following, please contact…… 
 
Marilyn Kanners Beckham (Vic’s daughter) for a copy of Vic Kanners Diary, 3608 W BRADFORD DR, 
BLOOMFIELD HILLS MI 48301-3353.  beckhammarilyn@hotmail.com  
 

Lynne Meltesen, daughter of the late 
Kriegy Clarence Meltesen, has sent 
us a few more copies of his fantastic 
resource book, “Roads to 
Liberation”.  If you would like a copy, 
please contact Elodie Caldwell at 

elodie@oflag64.us. The book is available at no 
charge but you will pay for S & H. (Thank you 
Meltesen family for this service.) 

Pat Waters, son of the late Kriegy 
John Waters, sent several copies of 
the “John K. Waters Story” which 
can be purchased by contacting 
Elodie Caldwell, $15.99 includes 
S&H.  Please write your check to the 

Oflag 64 Postage Fund. (Thank you, Pat, for 
sending these copies.) 
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Friends of Oflag 64, Inc., Artifact Donation Form 
A 501 (c) (3) non-profit organization 

EIN: #84-1889226 
 

Friends of Oflag 64 supports the Polish-American Foundation for the Commemoration of POW 
Camps in Szubin by fundraising, collecting artifacts, publicizing and promoting the museum of 
POWs, so that the history of the POW camps in Szubin and the courageous Polish citizens who 
assisted them will be preserved for generations to come. 
 

Donor name: 

Address: 

Phone: 

Email: 

Kriegy (POW) Name and Relationship: 

 
 
 
 
 
Friends of Oflag 64 only accepts artifacts from donors who acknowledge they have full 
ownership status of the artifact at the time of donation. This document will serve as that 
acknowledgment and as substantiation of your donation. No goods or services were provided 
to you in return for your donation of the artifact.  
 
Please retain a copy of all pages of this document for your records and tax purposes. Also 
send a copy to accompany your artifacts(s) to: 

 
Dave Stewart  
DSLVTX@gmail.com  
7903 Diamond Trail 
Lago Vista, TX 78645-4446 

 
All donated artifacts will become the property of the Friends of Oflag 64. 
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Page 2 of 3 Revised 7/24/20 

A copy of this document will accompany the transfer of these artifacts to the Polish-American 
Foundation for the Commemoration of POW Camps in Szubin as outlined in the Partnership 
Agreement signed between Friends of Oflag 64 and the Foundation. The data will be shared with 
the Foundation and not with any other entities.*   

The sharing of personal data is voluntary.  If you wish to opt out, please initial below. 

Opt Out_________________ 

Donor Signature: ___________________________ Date: ____________________________ 

Artifacts Committee Acceptance Signature: __________________________ Date: _________ 

Additional information may be found at: www.friendsofoflag64.org/artifacts - FOUNDATION 
INFORMATION CLAUSES.   

*The Polish-American Foundation’s Personal Data Processing Policy is in accordance with the
regulations of the European Parliament and the Council (UE) 2016/679 of 27 April 2016 on the
protection of individuals with regards to the processing of personal data and on the free
movement of such data and repealing Directive 95/46/EC, known as “General Data Protection
Regulation.”
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Page 3 of 3  Revised 7/24/20 

Name:___________________________ 
 

Artifact Donations  
 

 
1. Description of donated artifact: ____________________________________________ 

 
 
Donor estimated value: __________________________________________________ 
 
Explanation or story of artifact: ____________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

2. Description of donated artifact: ____________________________________________ 
 
 
Donor estimated value: __________________________________________________ 
 
Explanation or story of artifact: ____________________________________________ 

            
          _____________________________________________________________________ 
 

3. Description of donated artifact: ____________________________________________ 
 
 
Donor estimated value: __________________________________________________ 
 
Explanation or story of artifact: ____________________________________________ 

 
          _____________________________________________________________________ 
 

4. Description of donated artifact: ____________________________________________ 
 
 
Donor estimated value: __________________________________________________ 
 
Explanation or story of artifact: ____________________________________________ 

 
          _____________________________________________________________________ 
 

5. Description of donated artifact: ____________________________________________ 
 
 
Donor estimated value: __________________________________________________ 
 
Explanation or story of artifact: ____________________________________________ 

 
          _____________________________________________________________________ 
 


