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POST OFLAG 64 ITEM

FALL & WINTER 2006

The Pat & Martha Waters famély raally put
an & reunion in New Oreans. They mads
a fot of amrangements that required 3 lot of
effort and ime.  They were operating on
the premise that this meunion would
probably be our iast one, and as of now, it
1ok fike they were correct

The DDay Museum arrangements alone
were fanfastiic. The hotsl amangemenis
were in addBon o e  Maseum
arrangements and were first class

The Pat Waters family werz all inveheed in
the preliminary arrangements and were 3l
first class. Pat's family provided all the pre-
reunion chores and did 0 in 3 classy
IMIAnngr

| know that all the members of the OFLAG
64 FAMILY join me in thanking Pat and
Martha for all they have done for us in the
last 10 years or 0. We have all become
good fiends and wish Pat and Martha the
very best for the coming years.
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To the members of the OFLAG 64 FAMILY:

There comes a time when it is necessary to face the facts of ffe. | think that time is now for me and the Post Oflag
64 ltem.

In a year or so almaost all the men of The Post Ofiag 64 Family will be gone and the famibes of the members will
be the anly ones left

So, in anficipation of the next few years, Elodie Caldwell, Reid Elsworth’s daughter in Longview, Washingion has
agreed to the publication of the Post Oflag 64 Item .

| will be semi acive in the publicaion , but Elodie will be responsible for if's publication, Stopping dead in your
tracks with something you have been doing for 10 years is somefimes a litte dificult, but | will be Elodie's
assistant for several months in the future.

The decision o continue the Post Oflag ltem in the future is something that must be done. And also the decision
to confinue the reunions is also something for the members o decide. That decision should be handled by the
families of the men of OFLAG 64,

Bab Thompson,
Tulsa, OK

Hello OFLAS 64 FAMILY,

By way of introduction, my name is Elodie Caldwell {pronounced like Melodie without the "M®). | am the
daughter of Reid Ellsworth who was an Oflag 64 resident from January 1944 until the beginning of the Long,
Cold March in January 1945. | live in Longview, Washington and am the administrative assistant (secretary) at
a local elementary school. Many of you have heard from me in the past regarding the Oflag 64 web site,
updates, announcements, and reguests for information.

I've known about Oflag &4 for as long as | can remember but didnt have much by way of affiliation until | typed
the manuscript of a book my father wrote about his life which included his war experiences. My maost recent
affiliation began at the 2004 Reunion in FL Lauderdale when | asked Bob Thompson if we might begin an email
list to notify individuals of the ITEM being posted to the web. That, we would do afier scanning the document
and then uploading it to the Oflag 84 web site managed by my vother-in-law, Chriss Weatherford, We werent
sure it would be popular, but we thought we'd give it a try and since then our email list has continued to grow.

When Bob approached me about the idea of taking over the production of the ITEM, | was surprised but pleased
and grateful for the opporfunity fo be imeobved. This will be a way | can be of service to ex-POWs and their
families. [ will have a lot to leam and a lot of coordinating to do, but 1 hope you will bear with me as Bob
Thompson hands the reins over to me,

S0, with all that said, if you have information or stories or anything to include in the next issue of the item, please
send them to me at the following address:

Elodie Calthwell

2731 Terry Avenue
Longwiew, WA 98632
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SURVIVORS REUNION

Forld War 1 prison camp forged lifelong friendships

Organizer
wanted
to bring
money

to city

S W PRI MATT ACHE
hﬁlﬁhﬂunﬂaﬂlmamugu$amtdnﬁ
[ risie Amerieand from 2 Serman petson
AT urng Werd Wer 1, The attemp i, bat
Eaurn was Semied B @ nook star Senedig

By Meghan Gordon
SiaM wriar
Together they endured yoos of humger e S e
nd isclation behind the walls of a Gerppan 10 retain the same dignity in
wison eamp in Poland, then slogged across their shabby surmundings that
0 miles of wintry termain just months he- they hisd held on the batdefield.
ore the Allied victory in World War I “Wo lived through it.” said
Though they shared wartims traumes and Jimmy Kanzva, 85, of Gig Har-
coglhy confinement, the aging survivers of Bor, Wash, "Why be sorry for
e Cdlag 64 prison camp dwell on a diffe yourself your wheobe life? That's
| ot set of memeries Saturday as they re- the way Look atit™
| mited at the Nationa? Wordd War 11 Me- Oaly 24 survivors of the
eum: They reveled in the eamaraderie they prison camp attended the week-
ultivated more than aix decades ago while end reumion in New Orlesns.
rafting escape plots, out=marting their Their rnks have dwindled to an
saards and, perhaps most of all. managing estimated 110 men nationwide,
said Tal Waters, whose father
was confined at the camp and
laber becarne the subject of wmn-
troversy when his father-in-law,
Lien, George Patton, sont a ze-
eret failed mizsion to rescue
hign.

The Muazis sent the first group
of T3, war prisoners to the
carnp in June M3, It eventually
prow to LB prisoners andgd wiss
the only camp to house only
1.5 troope.

The Germans eaplured 2nd
Lt. Hobert Cheatham, now 55,
and droves of pther 113, 1st In-
fantry Divigion soldicrs as they
fought to secure Tunisia on Fab.
159, 1543

“We just got our butis
whipped," Cheatham zaid from
a wheelehair in the lobby of the
WA MESEUTTL

Four montha and several
temporary camps alter their
capture, Cheatham and his fel-
loar zoldiera became the first
prisoners of Offag 84 From the

TRY, AEFTEMBER 17, 2006

——

Sepond Lt Jimmy Kanaya, B5, of Gig Harbor, Wash,, joins other

survivors of a German prison camp Saturday at the National
World War I Museum. “We lived through it,” Kanaya said. “Why be
garry far yourses your whole ife? That's the way | ook at it

heginning, Chestham said, im-
prisomed 113, officers ordered
the lower ranks Lo maintain
their discipline and self-respect
by shaving daily, respecting
their superiers and following
roatines Lo pass the tHme.

Cheatham never doubted the
Allied forees would win the war
and he would go home, but he
remembers one particularly dis-
heartening moment upon learn-
ingr that & 1944 assasamation at-
tempt on Adelf Hitler had
Tuibed. He saidd the: news, heard
aver a ssfred radio Lhe POWEs
aubbed “the binl," made him
vread an even lonper conline-
ment.

“I've heard peoaple zay, “Whal
a terrible life it was. And it
was " Cheatham said, “But on
the other hand, wo made [Hends
that lasted foreeer,”

Despite repeated escape at-
tempts, most of the men re-
mained 2t the prizon until Jano-
ary 1945, when the approach of
Russian Lroops from the sast
foreed Lhe German prison
puards be evacuate the Polizh
camp and march #a prisenes 1o
the Oflag XI1I-B camp in Ham-
metburg, Germany.

A few weeks into their stay,
Patton called on Capt. Abrabizenm
Baum to lead a vaid on the

THE TIMES-FCAYLRE
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prizon. But the meagerly staffed
“Task Foree Baum™ was quickly
gvertaken, with 32 men
wolindedd, nine Eilled, 16 missing
in acton and the remaining 294
taken prisoner, said Baum, who
attended the reamion.

About two weeks later, a
much larger ULS. contingent
stormed in and liberated the
prissn @ G moonths before 1
e of the Kuropsan war.

Although hia mission failed,
Bunm was treated like a rock
mlar |:'|-_-.l Lhee wisterans,

“Ha's the only hevo T know,
an henest-to-Ceod hero,” said ve-
tired Capt, 0L, Bradford. 57, of
Columbaes, (Yhie, who speni 13
months at (flag A4,

Waters, who helped orpanize
the reunion, zaid he felt pullad
1o have the event in New (-
Ieans beeause he wanted fo in-
Ject aome dollars into the storm-

wiecked cily's coonomy while
showing New Orleans residents
g proup of man who are living
examplas of persevarance

“They pot through it, and
theyre a wonderful exarmple of
Nou're sble to do it F you want
Looddo i, ™ Wators auid.

-
Magham Gordon can be reached at

T OO AR iU, U Or
M) B26-5TEh.



MAIL CALL

— s s, s e kY
First Things First

We made no decision at New Orleans about any further reunions. Abe Baum was considering having it
in San Diego but after 50 much thinking and doing he decided that he had better not do it. And Pat
Waters and | agreed with him. Our men are just getting too frail to handle much traveling and
excitement. However, Elodie is willing to see if it iz the will of all our people, mainly the family members,
to have another reunion, but scaled down from what we have been used to. She will contact the Oflag 64
family and get their opinion as to what the future holds for the Oflag 64 FAMILY.

Elodie Caldwell, WA writes that she will be checking with an crganization called Armed Forces Reanions, nc.
{AFR) which helps Veterans and Military plan reunions. Their organization is well recognized in the hospatality
industry and they have planned events in cities all over the US. AFR will even secure the hotel and help
manage the event, If you have email, please share your thoughts about continuing reunions by writing 1o her at
caldwelis@adelphia.net, 1f you don't have email, please send her a note, expressing your thoughts, to the
following address: Elodie Caldwell, 2731 Terry Avenue, Longview WA 98632, Please respond ASAP. She will
send a short survey soon also.

Herb Garris, Pinehurst, NC writes that Louise had a fall and has been laid up for several days but is in the
recovery Sage and seems 1o be doing fine.

Herb sant his comments about Jack Van Viiet and the trip to the Katyn Forest Massacre area. Herb knew Jack
better than most of us, Jack was in Korea as was Herb and they probably ran into each olher occasionally. Herb
sent a book on the Katyn Forest Massacre that | took to Mew Orleans and placed in the Hospitality Room. |
imended to mention the book in the business meeting, but that also slipped my mind. Somebody took the book
and probably fook it home. That is fine, but when you finish i, we would appreciate your retuming it to Bob
Thampson wha will send it on the Herb. Herb also sent in a donation to the postage fund. Thanks Herb!

Eleanor Bertrand, Baton Rouge, was at the reunion and she thoroughly enjoyed meeting the people at the
rEwnion.

Robert Moorehead, Wallingford, PA ordered a couple of books and sent a donation to the postage fund.
Coukdn't make the reunion because of a conflicl. Thanks for the donation, Bob,

Bob O'Neill, Prescott, A7 couldn't make the reunion, because of a conflict. He Sends in a donation to the
postage fund. Thanks, Bob

Martin Jones, Lawerence, KS, wrole a nice |etter and also sent in a donation to the postage fund. Thanks,
Martin.

Bill Cory, Louisville, KY wriles that he enjoyed reading the articles about LTC Jack Van Viiet and the Katyn
Forest Massacre, Bill was at Oflag 64 during the same period that Jack was and they knew each other Detter
than most. He said thal the story about the massacre was kept silent for many, mamy years and the arlicie
explained a lof of what went on. He sends in a donation to the postage fund and we thank him..,

Jonel Hill, Pasadena, CA wriles and sends in a nice denation to the postage fund. He had a conflict and
couldn't make the reunion. Thanks, Jamnel

Mel Rappaport, Douglaston, NY wrote a nice note and sent in @ donation to the postage fund. Thanks, Mel.
Michelle Craig, Omaha, NE sends in a donation to the postage fund. Thanks, Michells,

Waoody Bently, Vienna, VA wiites and says he was fascinated by the Van Viet story on the Kalyn Forest
Massacre. He ordered several of our books and also donated to the postage fund. Thank you for the donation!
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2lA Mg THE NATIONAL WWII MUSEUM NEW ORLEANS

Thank you for your generous donation of artifacts to The National World War 11 Museum. The
following artifacts were displayed in your name:

Major Newton R. Cole

Mayj. Cole was one of the 1,500 prisoners of Qflag 64. A Division
Chemical Officer for the 29" Infantry Division, he was capturcd near St.
L&, France, thirteen days after the invasion of Normandy,

His collection includes many of the items typical to an officer trying to
overcome the challenges of POW life: photos and letters from family
and life back home plus mementoes of the life he was sharing with his
fellow prisoners—flyers from camp theater productions and a “short
snorter” (chain of paper currency) with buddies® signatures. All were
tools in their efforts to stave off hunger and hopelessness.

His war log contains drawings and cartoons of camp life, including a
comic called “Mein tag” (My Day), drawings of pages of his buddies’
dog tags, and a drawing of the ominous German notice “Escape is No
Longer a Game,” circulated as the Allies gained ground in Europe and
Hitler became more desperate and willing to have escapees killed.

Gifl of the Men of Oflag &4, The National World War [T Museum Ine. 2006130

How we came into possession of the artifacts that Newt Cole brought home from Offag &4.

Lt Col Peter Domes , of the German Army, and a friend of the Ofiag 64 and Hammelburg POWS, wrote me { Bob
Thompson) an emai saying that he saw the arficles ﬁnE—Baymdmatmerwa'efnrsalE.[cd&dPatwm,
and after a short conversation, we decided that the arficles would be agood thing for the DDay Museum to have
in thesr museum.

Pat and [ came to an understanding as to their purchase and Pat made the purchase from E Bay and we ((flag
64) bought them from Pat

Joe Seringer paid Pat from the Postage Fund and then Joe presented the articles to the Museum at our dinner on
Sat Night at the Museum.
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The National WWII Museum

Sepiember 18, 2006

The Men of (Oflag 64

/o Mr. Robert Thompson
7448 E 68" Place

Tulsa, QK 74133

The National World War II Museum is pleased to inform vou that some of the memorabilia that
you generously donated is on display in the extubit Kriegies: American POWs in Nazi
(rermany.

Kriegies: American POWSs in Nazi Germany is located on the third floor of the Louisiana
Memornal Pavilion and will remain on exhibil through Sunday, October 29, 2006,

The National World War 11 Museom hopes that vou and a guest will be able to visit the muscum
during this time. Two complimentary admission tickets are enclosed for your use. Thank you
for shaning the stones and sacnfices of World War 1T with the visitors 1o The National World
War [ Museum.

I'lease contact our Registrar, Stacy Peckham, at 504-327-6012 ext. 270 if vou have any

guestions about the exhibit.

Sincercly,
M = e

Samuel J. Wegner
Vice President & Chief Operating Officer

This banner flew over the ficket counter in the lobby of the DDAY Museum while we were there
VERY IMPRESSIVE
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OFLAG 64 POSTAGE FUND

Joe Sennper Treasurer

Statement OF Cagh Receipts and Thsbursements

For the period from September 15 2005 to September 12 2006

Receipts for the period:

Contributions to the Fund

Books

Interest earned

Proceads from 2005 reunion
Returmn of advance 2005 reunion

Toial Cash Received

Mishursements For the Penind
!

Copies for the ltem

Postage for ltem

Supplics

Total Cash Disbursed For the Period

Excess of Dishursements over receipts
Bank Balance September 15 2005

Bank Balance September 12 2006

Pane B

3 1758.00
10700
105.42
B77.45

150:0.00

5454787

£2186.19
230684
F01.08

£ 5193.61

$ (645.74)
14467 65

51382191



Joe Barrelt
Abe Banm
Eileen Baum
LWL, “Brad” Bradford
Crail Broton
Robert Cheatham
William Cory
Johs Creech
Norma Kuhn

Vincent "Doc"” DiFrancesen

Rosa Lee
Pat Cochran
Maria Christmann
Pat Bender
Tom Berder
Reid “Ells™ Fllsmworth
Janet Ellswworth
Barbara Richins
Elodie Calidwell
Bill Caldwell
Celenn Ellszvorth
Ethel Ellsworth
Mabelle Falter
Fred “Buss™ Falter
Wayne Fieldsmith
Tori Glendinning-Pough
Gralunm Pough
Dyarotd Glendinming
Hevsrdom Ingre, Jr.
Alice Inge
Crrol Johnson
Cecilia johuson
Dennis Johnson
Becky Johmson
Mary Anst Fox
Rick Fox
Curtis fones
Normna [ones
Jimmie Kanaya
Lynn Kanaya
Marcia Kanners
David Kanners
Susan “Sue” Kanners
Ray Klinkenborg
Nancy Klinkenborg
Herman "Herm™ Littinan
Lucy Littman
Carole Lester
il Lesfer
Lewis “Lew™ Lotve
lanet Lotwe
Charles Lowwe
Lucy Lussenden
Charlene Drozdzak
Cxeorge Myromn

This is page 1 of the atiendees @ NOLA 2006

Wite of Ak Baum

Daughter of "Brad” Bradford

Friend of Tohn Cresch

Daughter of "Doc” DiFrancesco
Son-in-law of "Doc” Difrancesce
Daughter of "Doc" DiFrancesco
1an Eh‘[ﬂ_“'[ af “URee” THFrmcessea
Som-in-Law of "Toc” THEraneesco

Daughter of "Ells" Ellswaorth
Daughter of "Ells" Ellsworth
Daughter of "Ells* Lllsworth
Gon-im-Law of "Ells" Ellsworth
Brother of "Elis” Ellsworth
Sister-in-Law of "Ells” Ellswaorth
Sister of “Ellks" Ellswworth
Brother-in-Law of "Ells" Ellsworth

Daughier of Jobe Glendmming
Grandzon of John Glendinning
Son of John Glendinning

Wifer of Herndon Inge, r.

Wike of Errol [ohnson

Son of Errol fohmson
ihapghter-an-Law of Errol Johnson
Daughter of Ereeld JTohnson
Son-in-Taw of Errol fohnson

Wike of Curtis Jones

Wife of [immie Fanayva

Wirs, Victor Kannors

Son of YVictor Eanmers
Danggrhber-m-Law of Victor Kanners

Wil of Bay Klinkenborg

Wike of "Herm" Littman
Daughter of "Herm" Litiman
Som-in-Law of "THerm” Littman

Wife of "Lew" Lowe

Son of "Lew" Lowe

Mrs. Donald Lussenden
Friend of Lucy Lussenden
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Boyce Nunnaily
Catherine “Kitiy" Nunmally
Eric Munnally

Gearge Rosenthal
Arlene Rosentiual

Isabelle "Bel™ Smith
Lisa Smith

Robert “Bob”™ Thompson
Gladys Thompson
Marlene McAllister
Py Muariatt
Eric Murlatt
Nancy Wiatt
Mavrk Wiyalt
Robert Thowmpaon, jr.

Joy Wagmer

Elizabeth Wealters
Sard Ann Ingriam

William “Bill” Warllen
Dorothy Warthen
Ellim Warthen

Fat Watlers
Martha Walers
Heather Galloway
Robert Galloweay

This is page 2 of the attendees @ NOLA 2006

Wit of Boyee Nunnally
Lrandson of Boyoe Munnaliy

Wife of Gueorge Fosenthal
Wlrs. Batehew Smith
Daughter of Matthew Smuth

Wite of "Bob” Thompson
Davughter of "Bob” Thompson
Daughter of "Hob” Thompson
CGrandson of "Bob" Thompson
Daughter of “Bob” Thompson
Sonsin-Law of "Bob® Thempson
Son of "Rab' Thampson
Lrrandson of Ralph Ball

Mrs. Warren Wallers

Danghter of Warren Wallers

Whife of "Bl Warthen
Daughter of "Bl Warthen
Som of John K. Watkers
Wike of Pat Walters

Daughtor of Pat Walers, Granddaughtor of John K. Waters

Son-in-Law of Pat Waters

Lrandson of Pat Waters, Great-Urandson of John K. Waters

Son of Mat Walurs, Grandson of John E. Waters

[ughter-an:Law of Pat Wahers

Granddaughler of Pal Wabtees, Creab-Orarnddawghber of John B Waters
Friend of the Waters Famity

Fricod of Hwe Wabters Family

Daughter of Bl Whorley

Son-in-Law of Bill Whorley

Patton Gallowway
Geordy Waters
Kate Waters
Cargline Waters
Robert Petlil
Conmway Pettit
Jrdy Winkie
Jerry Winkle
5. "Stan™ Woodhurst, Jr.
Daorothy Woodhrs!
Joe Seringer
Patrick Spaunlding
Elvanor Bertrand
Amme Louwise Bertranid
Lynn Polgar

Wife of "Stan” Weodhurst Jr.

Grandson of [ loarce Spaulding

rdilitiery Historical Tours

Military Flestorical Tours

Military Historical Towrs, Deughter of 153th Armored Div, Viteran

Yromne Thompsan Mlilitary Historical Tours
Col. Van Mayhall European Theater
Mickael FI:[_;H:I‘:I’ ciligrroup SruthBarney, Mow Orlsans

Lysn Flynn
Charles Green

Barbara Green
Capt. David Herron
Kevin Kennedy

ciligroup SmuthBareey, Mew Orleans
Chaplain, Mew Orleans Suppaort Growp
Wike of Charles Green

Acbe b O, Sth Marine Lhvision
Friend of OFLAG B4

Joseph Marriott citigroup SmithBarney, New Orleans
DMana Marriott aibigroup SmithBamey, New Orleans
Larry McBayer Friend of the Muscum
CreH, Dﬂﬂ:.‘:!ﬂ'ﬁ Vool s dth Sarame Dievision
f”ﬂy O'Dell Wife of General Douglas W COFThedl
fock Samds LM, Mew Orleany

Marlha Sands Wike of [ack Sands
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Pat W aif of the OFLAG 64 family, presented me with this plague at New Orleans.
As you can probably understand, | was really flattered and was not able to really express my
thanks. | do thank each of you and it will have a place on my manile at home!!

BRICK FROM CAMP
SZUBIN, POLAND

As this brick served as part of a building
that enclosed us as prisoners during wartime,
yvour dedication to "The Kriegies" has served
to enclose us as devoted and life-long friends
during freedom.

¢ <y s
The Men of OFLAG 64 and Their Families
recognize and honor

ROBERT T. THOMPSON

for his stalwart efforts and ceaseless
loyalty in maintaining our unity.
2006 REUNION
NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA
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Suby: My letter to Roy and Helen re. Reunion

DCrate: 101272006 6:58:08 P.M. Central Standard Time
From: donfucy @wwnet.com

To: THOV 445 a0l cam

Hi Bob. Here is the letter | sent with a descnption of the Reumon events  Edit it as you would fike

Loy

From: Lucy Lussenden [maifto:donlucy@wwnet.com]
Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2006 2:49 PM

Ta: ‘fjhrclovi@earthlink.net’

Subject: RE: Know you had good time at Reynion

Cear Helen and Ray,

| am 50 somy 2 be this late in replying to your e-mail about the Reunion report. | drove home from Mew Crleans, and
the second day | drove straight through from Alabama, which took 11 hours. Didn't stop for lunch and dinner—just ate
a sandwich as | drove. [ was OK that day—didn't feal tred or sleepy as | drove, but every day since returning home
on Tuesday | have been exhausted! Pluz, | had to get up early for appointments on Wed., Thurs. and Friday. Mowl
can fnally catch up on my rest. | was iust too tired to be able 1o think and wiite to you.

Everyone missed you this year, of course, We are so sad that you could not attend, but we understand, The
Reunions just are not the same without you baa! If we have anather reuman next year, wea da 50 hope that you can
make it

Fat and Martha Waters put on a vary specal and fantastc reunion. The hotel was beautifvl—Hilton Rvarside @ New
Orieans, We had a viaw of the Mississippl River. Everything just went so beaubfully and efficently. Pat arranged for
the 4™ Marine Support Group () think | got that right) to send some Marines to us fo provide any help that we neasded
That included pushing wheelichairs, whatever. These men were just so wonderful. Most, if not all, had served tawg
tours in Irag already, and are expecing to be sent back for a third four. The men were just 59 sharp—locoked sharp
and were sharp in demeanor, mind, ate. Thase men stayed with us for the complete reunion, baginnimg on
Wednesday and right through our Memarial Breakfast. They went with us 1o the Woaordd War [ and D-Day Museum,
and escored us everywhere, Their Commanding Officer O'Dell spoke o us at the Welcome Reception on
Weadnasday evenmg, He was just wonderfuyl. Looked 5o good in his uniform and appeared 2 be a very ine leader,
He was proud of his men and proud, also, ta be in the presence of our wonderful herces, the men of Oflag 64. All of
his men felt the same way. You know that wherever we have had reuniens and visited military facilities, all of today's
soldiers strongly admire and respect our Oflag 64 men who served their country to presernve our freedom and protect,
not anly Amenca, bui also oiher western civilizations {Europeans) who were at risk of being taken over by the Nazi
FEQIFTHE

Pat and Martha provided the Cflag 64 men a bag of "goodies® especially designed for them_and ta all the women and
other men a beautiful large "tote™ bag in a deep red with "OFLAG 64" on it. Inside each bag was an umbralla—just in
case of rain! In our envelopes were a list of the people attending and a large izl of restaurants open in Mew Crleans
with recommended ones specially marked, That was a great help to all. The fist of attendees included the children
and other family members of the PO\Ws. Most of Bob and Gladys Thompsan's family came, as did "Doc”
DiFrancesco’s, Reid “Els” Ellsworth, Bill \Warthen, and many others. The Waters son and daughter wera thera, each
with their spouse, and two of the grandchildren. One of the little boys of Heather and Robert Galloway came, and was
50 cute, [ guess it is OK to say that the 18-month old litlle girt of Fat's son, Geordy and his wife Kate Waters was the
‘beile of the ball.” She had been pushing around her stroller and walking with it, but while at the Reunion pushed
anay the streller and began to walk on her own! She was unsteady, but did not falter! She just kept walking (in the
funny litife way that babies walk when they have just begun to do s0), and walking around with a big smile on her
face. She cerainly captured 3 lot of hearts there. Heather's liitle boy looked so splendid in his "dress up” clothes with
a shirt, tie, suit coat, ali lopped off by his beauliful blond—almost white—head of hair. | know that Pat and Martha

Friday, October 13, 2006 America Online
Page 12



Page 2 of 3

wara just so proud and pleased that their family had been able to attend with us.

At our business meeting on Friday morning, the Marine honor guard presented the colors. They locked wonderful.
Thay did net leave the colors in the room, because, as Pat told us aflerwards, Marines never let go of the flag. Seo
they took the colors with them and brought them back to retire the colors at our Memanal Breakfast on Sunday, Of
course, our “family” stood to honor the flag, sang the National Anthem and then sang God Bless America. The
Marnes told us that they were really touched by our singing, especially God Bless America. and said that the hair
stoad up an their arms as they listened o us.

Back to the beginning of the Reunion. Pat had ammanged for a very large Hospitality Room, the Belle Chase Room
Flenty of space to move around and talk. The room was open from 9 a.m. until @ p.m. and refreshmaents wera
available the whale time. A beautiful buffet breakfast was provided sach day

On Thursday, Friday, and Saturday, buses departed from our hotel 1o the National Warld War If Museumn. Shuttles

were available to and from the museumn and hatel each afternoon, so anyone who was tired or whatever could go back

to the hotel. The \Waters had arranged for a lady fram a local tour company to come to us and met with foiks to

arrange for whatever tours they wanted to take. For example, a tour to the swamp, tours to gorgecus and presenved
lantation Homes, City tours, etc. Everyone was very happy with her services and the tours.

My friend, Chariene, and | ook a 3 hour lour through the devastated areas of Mew Orleans. | know that sounds
gruesome, but we just wanted to see with our own eyes what we have been sesing on television and in the papears.
The van drove through about every neighborhood that was affected, and | can tefl you that we were absolutely
stunned, Afer we gol back to the hotel, | still could not comprehend what | had seen! Itis just absolutely horible and
beyond imagination. The tour guide told us that there were more than 250,000 homes affected by the hurricane and
flooding and these homes were mostly all uninhabitable. {My city of Livonia, with 100,000 population, has about
38,000 hames in 216 square miles. Imagine every house in Livonia and multiply that times seven’) These homes were
not onfy owned or rented by falks in the Ninth Ward, where most are poor, but also in the more up-scale
neighborhoods. \We saw homes in Beautiful neighborhoods where the first floor was gulied ar had nat yet been qutted
and were wailing for the insurance company to complete negohations with them. In fact, our tour guide said that her
nome had been hit, and explained the grief of dealing with har insurance cempany who only want to pay a stipend for
Ihe horme. She has had mold inspectors in her home 3 or 4 different imes, for example, plus flood damage
inspectors, wind damage inspectors, and on and on. MNow, she and her husband are well educated and sharp, and
stili they have had a very difficult brme gething the insurance company te do the right thing! Imagine what it must be
ke for other people not as fortunate as she? Another reason more people have not refumed to their hames is that
utilitites are still not available in their neighborhoods!

At the business meeling an Friday, Bill Warthen gave the welcoming remarks and Pat Waters spoke as well. Sob
Thompson brought up again this year the question of whether people wanted these reunions to continue or have this
be the last reunion. Mot being ones to give up, the attending men of Oflag 64 voted to try and have at least one more
reunion. Abe Baum offered io host the reunion next year in San Diega, if he could put it together at a price we could
afford. He suggested possibly taking a liftle cruise. [n this way, people wouldn't have far to walk, and it would not
necessitate his having to make all the arrangements for dinners, lours, etc. As Abe explained, more folks want the
time o sit with each other and visit, hash over old memeries, etc. and not go on tour after tour. This would also make
Abe's job of organizing the tour easier with less work, After all, almost everyone now 15 n ther 80s or 905, He will
investigate this possibility and let us know what he has leamed. Aftar the meeting, buses were available to take folks
back fo the museum, if they had not been there yet or had not seen everything. By the way, the museum was great
and still growing. There were short films to see of both Theaters of the War, which also were excellent. On Friday
evening we attended a Cajun Buffet Dinner in the Versailles Ballraom at the hotel. The faad and service were
excellant,

Saturday, a Panel Discussion featuring 3 of our POWs was held at the Museum, cpen to the public, and was well
attended. Herm Littman, Bill Warthen, and Abe Baum consisted of the parel. They did a very good job of teliing a
iittle about where and how they were captured, life in the camps, and other things about their captivity. It was well
done and appreciated by the large group that attended. In fact, a local newspaper reporter was there, as was a
reprasentative with movie camera fram the local Fox News channel. That evening a few sound bites of the Panel
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discussion and our POWSs were shown an the television, and in the next marming's local paper there was a stery and
photograph, Regretfully, | did not get a copy of that paper. | think it was the Times Ficayune. | balieve that one of
Doc DiFrancesce's daughters, had the paper. Maybe Bob will print it in the next Oflag item. That evening, we
enjoyed a Cocktail Hour and sit-down dinner back at the Museum. The evening was spon sored by Citigroup
SmithBarmey of New Oreans. Pat Waters worked for many menths to get a group to sponsor this event, and what a
great party it was. Our major speaker was Douglas V. O'Dell. Major General USMC Reserve, Commanding General,

4M \rarine Division, Marne Forces Reserve, New Oreans. He is the same person who spoke with us on ‘Wednesday
avening and whose men ware helping us durng our visit.

On Sunday morning we had a seated New Orleans-Style Breakfast in the Versailles Ballroom, followed by our OFLAG
54 2007 Memorial Service. A keyboard was played by one of the Mannes to accompany us through our singing.
Charles Green, Chaplain, New Orleans Support Group, conducied the service. The names of the men who had
passed on during 2004 and 2005 were read, and a Marine tolled the bell. That list included my Don who had departed
this world in 2004, The colors were retired by the USMC

Saying good-by 1o each other was poignant, as it is on each of these occcasions. \We surely hope to see all af these
same "family members" and mare at next year's Reunion, if one 15 held,

1 am sure that | have missed some impertant things that happened at the Reunion. Hopefully this brief message will
give you at least some idea of the spint and events that occurred. Perhaps others will send notes to you which might
fill im any gaps that | have [eft

We surely do hope that you both will be able to attend next year's Reunion. We pray for your good health and look
forward to seaing you. Helen, we missed your piano playing at the Memorial Breakfast, and Roy's big cowbay hat, hus
shorts, and guick sense of humor. We send our love and hope to talk with you saon.

Lowve,

Lucy

From: rihrclovi@earthlink.net [maitto: fhrolovi@earthlink.net]
Sent: Thursday, Septermnber 21, 2006 8:55 AM

To: Don Lussenden

Subject: Know you had good time at Reunion

DEar Lucy,

Bob Thompson sent us pictures of the Reunion. So great to see the whale "gang
The reports indicate a wonderful time—
When you have ime, we are eager to hear details—

Sending Love——Foy & Helen C,

Friday, October 13, 2006 Amenca Online
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Subij: Szubin

Date; 12072006 1:53:57 P.M. Central Standand Time
From: pckigpattigravem@chater net

To THO744B@anl com

CC THO7 4485800l com

Heidlo, Bob - I'm sending you this e-mail to ket you know how my trip to Szubin was. My sisler and | flew to Warsaw, and had a
guide and a car take us over to a small ity near Szubin to stay for the couple of days so that we would be in the area. | had made
all the preparations before, so the morning that we drove aver o Szubin, we were met, and | was so exciled. | had hoped to be
able to meet Stanislaw Mankowski, and he was the first persen that met us. We went into the museum, and the director, a darling
young lady, was waiting for us, and she had a friend with her who speaks English. Also there, were the local newspaper
photographer, and the Museum's historian, The first place that we went was to the "farm” where the prisoners spent the first

night. Stanislaw and his family were the caretakers at that ime, and took care of the ones that either escaped that first night, or
were too weak to ravel. | ook lots of pictures, and have made a CD of them, and would ike to send you a copy. ILis a Power
Puoint sfide show, and | think that most computers will play it. We also met the ex-mayor of Sxubin, as he and his family are the
present caretakers of the property. In Poland, this large estate house is calied a "Castle” - it is in bad need of repair. Then they all
took us to the prison, and | took lots more photos. Then back o the museum, o look around, and we presented them with a diary
that my Diad kept while he was 2 prisoner, and with a beautiful box that had been given to Daddy by a Polish lamly near there.
We thought that some of the family's descendants might recognize it, and wanted it to be there in the museum. The slide show is
self-explanitory, and | hope that you enjoy it. We loved all the folks that we met - they are so fiendly, and we S0 MUCH
appreciated what they had done for our men. Staniskaw is like another brother now. | have sent a check lo the museum in Honor
of Stanislaw and his family, and in memory of our Dad. It was a wonderful trip, and | hated to leave.

| don't know which bam you were in, bul there are only 2 there now, and | took pictures of them both. | have your address, so |
will mail the CD tomormow.

Thanks for all your advice and help in my researching for the trip back in history. It's one that | will never forget. Stanislaw
remembers well when the men were there, and my Dad stayed with them 11 days until he was able to ravel. He remembered lots
of things that they said and did,. He was 12 years old al the lime the men wara thens.

Thanks again, - Jackie Pettigrew, daughter of Pemy Swindler,

This is John Creech in his garden at Oflag 64.
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Oflag 64 - 2006
People looking for POW Information

ON

George Cobb
Subject: Oflag 64 Roster

From: "Tom Cobb” <gtepar1{@sc.mecoms
Date:  Wed, August 23, 2006 7:53 am

To:  oflagbdadmin@weatherfordfamily. net

My father George A Cobb, 2nd Lt. 17%th Reg
45th hvision, was a POW from about Feb.
1944-Spring 1945 at (Mlag 64 or 21B Schubin
{moved to Usedom) Poland, Altburgund, Does
he show up on any of your rosters? Is there any
one In your organization who may have known
him? He later served in the occupation in
Frankfurt, Mumich and the Korean war, retired in
1960 and died in 1967 [ am trying (0 recreate
hs story for family posterity. His military
records were apparently destroyed in the 1973
fire in 5t. Louls. Thank yvou for any help you be
ahle to offer.

Isaac “Ike” Franklin

Subject: Tke Franklin, POW at Oflag 64

From: "Sharon Hutchison"
<sharonhutchisonf@netpowwow. com:=

Date: Wed, February 15, 2006 10:41 pm

To:  oflagbdadmin@weatherfordfamily net

My father, Isaac Earl (Tke) Franklin, was a POW
at OMlag 64 for about 20 months, and [ am
wondering if you have any mformation that
would include his name 1 just found your
website tomght. My father passed away in 1990,
and 1 am trying to piece together the story of his
wartime experences. He has 3 namesake bomn in
2004, and I would like to be able to leave a
legacy of information for little Isaac about his
great grandfather. Thank you for any help you
can provide.

Sincerely,

Sharon Hutchison

Lory Lester McCullpugh

From: "ROBERT LAY™ <rlaylcfl rr.com>

To: "Elodie Caldwell”
<caldwellsi@adelpha neg>

Subject: Re: Mailing List Updates

Date: Thu, 10 Aug 2006 22:36:56 -0400

Elodie, My name 1s Robert 5. Lay, and my wife
15 Patricia McCullough, Her father Major Ret.,
now deceased, Lory Lester MceCullough of 32
Airborne Division, was a POW at Oflag 64.

Please keep us on the hist and our email is correct

at claviect rrcom  Any help in finding anyone

that rmght have remembered Mac MeCullough

would also be appreciated.

Thanks,

Bob Lay

Mick Rahal

Subject; My Uncle Nick Rahal

From: "Tim Kaiser™

=timothyjkaiser@yahoo com>

Date:  Sat, March 4, 2006 10:57 am

To:  oflagbdadmini@weatherfordfamily net
"Nick Rahal” <nrahali@charter net>

My Uncle MNick was a POW at Oflag 64 from the

Spring of 1944 to Januwary 1945 when the

Crermans closed the camp. He marched for about

a week, but developed a senous leg problem and

was taken by Rail transport to Luckenwalde. 1

am not sure he even knows about vour

OTEAMNZATI0N.

I have been compiling all the information T can

on lim, Do you have any records on him? [

have had difhculty in obtaining his service

records, so anything you might have would be

helpful.

Also, can you include him in any correspondence

that you may have? [ would appreciate if you

could keep me informed as well. Let me know

what | can do. | have been compiling his

memoirs for the past year and would be happy to

share anything [ may have with yvou. He also

had a POW diary he compiled from March 1945

through the end of his captivity. It has been

entered onto the computer as the original is with

my uncle.

I thank vou. Please feel free to email me or

contact me at 203-733-6761. My uncle has been

copied on this emal.

Tim Kaiser

Subject: Database Listing of POWs on Web

From: "Mary Hopper” <mhopperl{@sc rr com>
Date:  Fri, October 20, 2006 3:56 pm
To:  oflagbdadmini@weatherfordfamily net

Hello, my Dad, William A Shular, Jr. and Dale
5. Barton, escaped together by going across
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Poland to Odessa, Russia. While at Oflag 64,
Dad was a volunteer tailor,

According to Military Records, my father was
captured at the Battle of Anzo, Ttaly 18 March
1944 and held at two other POW camps before
being transported to Oflag 64, arrving there 19
August 1944 Dad and Dale Barton escaped and
were returned to military control in March 1945,
Here is a bit more information on my Dad: His
POW # 3181—I have attached a copy of his
POW card --I hope wvou can use IL
Unfortunately, he is suffering from advanced
Alzheimer’s Disease  His physical condition is
good, however.

Thank you for all the efforts done on behalf of
my father amd other brave "The OGreatest
Generation."

T would really enjoy hearing from anyone who
cares to wiite.

Mary Shular Hopper

Conway, 5C

mhopper 1 {@sc.m com

i

. T8

Horace Spaulding
Subject: Grandson of an OFLAG 64 veteran

From: patrick spauldingfus. army. mil
Date:  Sat, Avgust 5, 2006 1:23 pm
To:  oflagbdadmin@weatherfordfamily net

rpw alersiiant com
Hello,
My name is Patrick Spaulding. I'm the grandson
of Horace Spaulding a veteran of WW IT and 2
former prisoner at OFLAG 64 I'm a CPT (P} in
the U/S Army stationed out in Los Angeles as a
Recruiting Company Commander. [I'm looking
for people who knew my grandfather, He died
about a year and a half ago. He was very much
loved by his family and friends. If someone
could some how put me in contact with someone
who knew him it would be greatly appreciated. [
want to write a memoir about my
and his life. The two of ws (my grandfather and
I} discussed doing this, but he died soon after
discussing it and sadly it never materalized.
Thank you, [ appreciate your time, and hope to
hear from you.
Pat Spaulding

Perry Swindler

Subject: tnp

From: "Jackie Pettigrew™
<jackiepettigrew(mcharter net™

Date: Wed, March 1, 2006 11:31 am

To:  oflagbdadmini@weatherfordfamily net

My father, Perry D. Swindler, was in Oflag 64
prison camp, and my sister, brother, and 1 are
planning a trip to Poland, and to Oflag 64 this
vear. We are still a military family, my brother is
retired from the Army, and my sister and I each
married West Point graduates. My son, and her 2
sons are also graduates of West Point, and 1
orandson enters this summer, We would really
appreciate any information that you could give to
us regarding the trip to Schubin. Have you been
there, and are there any trips being planned to go
there? 1 thought that maybe some of the children
of the ex-prisoners would like to keep in touch. [
would like to hear from you Thanks - Jackie
Pettigrew

My e-mail
jackiepettigrew(@charter net
William Whorley

From: winklejj@comcast. nel
To: caldwells@adelphia net (Elodie Caldwell)
Subject: Oflag Ttem on line

Date: Sun, 27 Nov 2005 23:17:11 +0000

address 5

Thanks so much for this huge undertakmg. | was
able to read it today. Hope you can work out the
kinks and get it a little smaller. Thank you for
your time in getting this done. [ am the daughter
of an ex-POW. My father William Whorley was
in Oflag 64 from June 1944 until he escaped
during the march out in January 1945, He died
m 1968, never talked about those days. 1 began
my search to learn about his experiences in 1994,
I haven't been able to attend any of the reunions
but hope the 2006 will be my first. 1 have
corresponded with many of the men who knew
my father and | would like to meet them in
person. Again thanks for your wonderful service
to us all in getting this on linc Judy Whorley
Winkle
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OFLAG 64 Web Connection

Following the 2005 POW Reunion in Ft, Lauderdale, an Oflagb4 web site was
established by Chns Weatherford. On the site (www. (OHlaghd ore) you will find:

« Past [TEMS
An ITEM archive

.

=  Articles

+« POW Bulletins

+ Prninting mstructions
Contacts

« Links to articles, stories, etc. relatimg to Oflagb4d
« Pictures of Oflag64 as it looks today
« “Looking for Lost Men™ roster/database

We are continuing to add information weekly and will soon be adding more ITEMSs
from the past, other Red Cross Bulletins, as well as the pictures that Lucy
Lussenden took on her trip to Germany in 2003 as she drove the route the men
took on their march.

Many people are discovering our site and are making connections they weren't
able to make before now. We're happy to be of service to them as well.

If you have information that you would like included on the web site, please email
Chris Weatherford at: oflagfdadmingweatherfordfamilv.net or email me (Elodie
Caldwell} at: caldwellsiiadelphianet and we’ll coordinate our efforts. You can
also email me if you would like to receive Oflag64 notifications or a copy of our

most current raster (in Excel format).

Thanks to everyone for the great information we have already receved. If you
have suggestions or comments, please email Chris Weatherford or me at the email
addresses listed above.

Sincerely,
Elodie Caldwell
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JOHNS HOPKINS UNIVERSITY
DEPARTMENT OF POLITICAL SCIENCE
Baltimore, MDD 21218-2686
USA

Tuly 24, 2006

Mr. Robert Thompson
7448 E 68™ Place
Tulsa, QK 74133

Dear Mr. Thompson:
[ am writing to let vou know that Gottried Dietze died in June. | don’t have any

additional information about his death but 1 found your newsletter in his mail and thought
vou should be informed.
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Poul . Milker 1520 -2001

Paul C. Miller, notod authority on military ceremonies and protocs] dicd September 29 in Arlington, Virgmie Caese of desth wes
cardhoerespiratory srrest. Fle was 81, My, Mailler spent toccnty-five years as the Disector of Cozemomuiss and Specinl Events for the
Military Ihstoct of Washmgton, In this positsen he planned and supervised the State Funerals of Preadents Kemmedy, Eisenbowoer,
Truman amed fohnson, He planned and conducted For The Whate Hiese many state ceremanies for visiting Hesds of State. He wis
imwalved in every President’s inasgural from President Trumam to President George H. W, Dush, He was invelved in the Mational -
Centennial Celebration in 1970, and the Yoerkiown Bi-Centennial in 1981, He was the recognized expert m matters of coremony,
preatacal and emlitary traditmes

Paal ®iller was born in Canton, China of mesaemany pasents. He grew up i Lancoln, Meloaska, where Te met Mane Bemeel, his
wifiz of 35 wears, He gave his Lfe fo Cheist duroeg the Cloistoss bolidsy of 1934, He peased the Matiomnal Ciemd n 1937 amd served
in the Armry for 20 vewrs, rsing from Bugler o nfimiry Battahon Comenemder. Fle wiss caplured af Areeo, Taly amd remained
PO untal Biberitied by the Rizssums m Palamd

Ll b vetiresmemid froam the Army in 19640 bee became the Director of Ceremonies amd Specin] Events of the Military District of
‘Washingion. In the terenty-si years while be was the guiding hand of thousands of ceremonies and special events for Presidents
smid Kings, her alwayvs gove aqual care and atlention to ceremonies mvolving the seldier, spiler, pirmen, marine of ceastguardsmen.
He insisted on absohube perfiection to the smallest detail regardless of rank or position of the perzon being honored. “He walked
with Kogos but pever lost s conmmen tmeeh,” o paraghrase one of s favonte poets.

His awards and devoratuns inchedie The Baboer Sie, The Parpde Hisort and Combal nfzmiey Buadee Hhis nomercas conlizm aeaards
inchede The Pressdentind Citizen's Medal and the Department of Defense Civilinn Service Meadal,

Manl wnd Marie were msrred w1996 at Fort byer, Viegons, They have foar chabdren and foor granwdebeldsen. Paol was active For A0
viears i Fhymouth Hlaven Baptist Charch, Alexandria, VA, serving in msany capacitses, including Chairman of the Roard of Deweons,
Sckiey Sehoed Teacher ad Phrector. For the lst mwvo vears, he was oo member of Doangewn Baptist Choreh, Alexansbne, VAL He
servexd for M) vesrs as President of the Board of Covenami VWillape, a Chnstiom retrent center m Pedlord Counby, B A, seming
conoregations and nner city kids from the betre DO area.

OFLAG 64 NEW ORLEANS
2 REUNI SEPTEMBER 13-17

Al this time, we do plan to attend.

Plﬂﬂfl list HHI"I'IBB ﬂfﬂ'lm I:qntatp.m.jy Pfﬂﬂl'l ing to attend., )
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