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MAIL CALL

Marvin Chevalier, Coralville, 1A.. Marvin writes that he had a nice time at the reunion in Pittsburgh He also sendson a
donation to the postage fund. Thanks. Marvin,

Nathan Sachnowitz. Bellevue, WA ordered a roster of the Hammelburg PCWs and also sends in a donation fo the Postage
Fund. Thanks , Nathan for the donation to the Postage Fund..

Bob Rivers, Orcutt, CA sends in a donation fo the Postage Fund,. Thanks, Bob

Bob O'Neill Frescott, AZ says he couldn't make it to Pittsburgh because of health problems. Hopefully the problem will be
solved by this fime next year and he can make it to Fi. Lauderdale.,

Jonel Hill, Pasadena, CA. Joel wntes that he and Lois are making another trip back to the place of his caplure. Lots of
memaries in rips like that ! He sends in a donation to the postage fund, Thanks Jonel!

Joe Seringer, Wooster, OH got a speeding ticket going home from Pittsburgh. He says he will be in Ft Lauderdale, if
everything is stil gaing right for him. Be Careful, Joe!!

Harry Thompson, Wolls City, Texas, wriles that he really enjoyed his time in Pittsburgh and expresses his appreciation for

the warm reception he received while there. This was Harry's first reunion. Harry was & Warrant Officer at Limburg when the
¥mas Eve raid took place and was al Hammelburg and Nurenburg when the disasters happened at those places. Harry, we
were defighted that you could attend and look forward to seeing you again next year in Florida.

Marcia Kanner, Eeverly Hills MI, wriles that her son Dave has been thru a major operation and is now doing well, Dave has
has been to several of aur reunsans and is acguainted with a lot of our men and women. Marcia, please give Dave our best
wishes for a speedy total recovery and keep us posted as fo his condition as time goes by. Best Wishes from all of us!

Rocco Pravidicva, Rockiord, IL sends in a donation to the Postage Fund, Thanks Rocco.
Phillip Mclntyre, Hardwick, MA sends in a check for the Postage Fund. Thanks Phil.

Martin Jones, Lawrence, K5 sends in & donation 1o the Postage Fund and expresses regrets that he could not attend the
reunion in Pitt. Thanks Martin for the danation,

Charles Tumbo, Salade, Texas sends in & donation to the postage fund. Thanks, Chariey

Abe Baum, San Diego, CA Eileen writes that Abe has been down for awhile with 2 knee operation and expresses regrets
that he could nat be at Pitt, buf will be at Ft Lauderdale with his dancing shoes on! They also send in 2 donation to the
Postage Fund, Thanks.

Don McAlpine, Sun City, AZ Don is the Commander of the Anzona EX POWs and spends his winters in AZ and his
summers in Minnesota where he lives. He has never been to one of our reunions, but hopes that maybe he can in the near
future. Don sent a donation to the Postage Fund, which we appreciate.

Lucy ( Pete) Lampru, Birmingham AL, writes thal she has comesponded with George Mushibuer, West Bend Wisconsin
about his experiences in POW Camp. George has put his experiences on a tape and has sent it to Lucy. Lucy ordered ane
of the: books aboul the personal accounts of the men who escaped the march and came home through Russia that we
displayed in the hospitality room at Pittsburgh. She says she really enjoyed reading the accounts of the men who came
home via this route. Lucy says she will try to be af the reunion next year in FL Lauderdale. She sends a donation o the
postage fund for which we are grateful.
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2005 OFFLAG 64 REUNION 2005

TO: ALL MEMBERS, KIN. AND FRIENDS
FROM: IRY SOLOTOFF and ROSA T. LEE
RE: ADVANCE INFORMATION ON OUR NEXT REUNION IN 2005

By now [ guess that you are all rested up from our 2004 great reunion in Pittsburgh. Jerry did a great
job and we are hoping to at least do as good. We know that the 2005 reunion is still a long way off,
but we thought that a little bit of advance information will kelp all of vou that are coming a chance
1o make vour travel plans.

The reunion dates are September 14" thru Scptember 187 2005 and will be held at the BEAUTIFUL
EMBASSY SUITES HOTEL IN FORT LAUDERDALE FLORIDA. This hotel is an all suites hotel
s0 everybody will have a two room suite. and i the sitting room there is a convertible couwch that
turns into a queen size bed, So, if vou have children or anybody else that you would like to bring
along, feel free to do so, as the accommodations are available. We have negotiated a rate of $97.00
per night for the suite, and that includes a full cocked to order breakfast every moming, and 2 two
hour cocktail party with vour choice of drinks at NO CHARGE every night. There will be two sit
down banquet dinners with your choice of entree, and a magnificent buffet dinner all will be included
in vour registration fee. The hotel is only ten munutes from the airport and their shuttle busses run
constantly so there will be very little wait for transportation from the airport to the hotel.

The above is only meant o be a thumbnail sketch of what we are planning, there 15 much more to
come in the form of events, entertainment and of course our OFFLAG 64 business matters, We plan
on keeping vou informed as time goes by, and we are planning to produce a souvenir journal of this
affair so we will be asking each and evervone to help us get ads for this jounal. There will also be
door prizes and a raffle for LS Savings Bonds.

When I speak of we that is myself and Rosa T. Lee my co-chair who i assisting me in everything.
If vou have any gquestions please don’t hesitate to call or write

Yours in Camaraderie

IRV SOLOTOFF

13353 W 9" court # 213
Pembroke Pines, FI. 33027
isolotoffi@bellsouth net
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A Little Company Business

From Jerry Alexis concerning The Reunion at Pittsburgh........

There were some Khaki baseball caps in the Hospitality room that caused some comment about how and where to
obtain them. Jerry supplies the followng: Jerry can get then at a local company for a price of $10.00 plus $1.00 postage
for & total of $11.00. If he gets enough orders he can get them for $9.00 and he will refund you $1.00 when he sends you
the cap Send your money fo . Jemy Alexis, 71940 51, Beaver Falls. PA 15010-3001

From Jerry Alexis concerning the reunion Pittsburgh.. ., .

Jerry and his brother made a gob of photos while at the reunion and put them all on 2 CD. The CDs have been
mailed cut to all the attendees. If your CD was damaged in the mail or you did not attend and would like to have a copy
please notify Jerry al the same address and make 2 donation &0 the postage fund.

From Jerry Alexis concerning the reunion at Pittsburgh....
The Nationality Room Recipe Book..order from: Information Center, 152 CL Fittsburgh, PA 15260

From Bob Thompson concerning books at the reunion that were in the Hospitality Room at Pittsburgh. ...

We gathered up &l the old diaries, letters, personal memairs |, elc thal we have that concemed the long, cold
march., the frip to Russia and the Hammelburg Affair and had them copied and bound to save them and get them Lo as
many people as werg interested to prevent them from being lost forever, The collections are not in any particular order and
are nol indexed. They were placed in a pile just as | had them and copied that way and bound. | found & company here in
Tulsa that would copy them for 4 cents per page and bind them for about $1.50 The average price per each was about
38.00 to $12.00 and adding posiage makes each one about $15.00, so | settled on $15.00 per book regandless of the size
and weight.

The books available are:

| The, Long, Cold March. . This concems the march from Schubin to Hammelburg and includes the men that went fo
Luckenwald, It also includes some German Manifests of the men that were sent to Luckenwald. Jack Rathbone had these
documents and sent them fo me several months ago.

.
|__' Escape to Russia. This is a collection of the accounts of the frip from their escape point on the march fo the seaport at
{Udessa, Russia.

-__| The Hammelburgh Affair... This is a collection of memairs of the men thal were POWs at Hammelburgh and also
some of the men in Task Force Baum,

|:| Looking For Lost Men...We attempted to account for alf the men &t Offag 84 by using the original Roster at Oflag 64
and the roster prepared by Herb Garris and Clarence Meltesen,  in additon to several others. We then entered a database
by the LIS Govt and accounted for all the men except 41. That is where t stands as right now. We cannot account for 41
ren that were at Oflag 64, but we are still laoking.

it you are interested in any of these books make your check out to the Oflag 64 Postage Fund and send it to:

Baob Thompson, 7448 E 68 Place, Tulsa, Ok 74133, Please identfy the boak you are ordering by placing an x in the box
before the name of the book.
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Sirby: Hello

Date: 1104704 4:4328 PM Central Standard Tome
Froum; donlucyEnssnet. com

Tex THOTa4gi@aal com

Zenl from the Infernet [Detais)

Hello Bob ad G ladys,

It waz 0 mice to see evervone at the Beunton in September. Debbie and [ had a wonderful time. It wae really helpful for
mer Lo see all of Don'e friends and mine from OMflag 61, Evervone was so kind and gave me big hugs and words of
cneouragement. | came away feeling much better than when [ arrpved,

I did enjoy the tour of Piftsborgh and the Dhoner Crase, Both were very pleasant experiences. Visiting the #/11 crash
sile at Shanksville was o most moving experenese. Pl never understand how people can be o angey az to do something
like what the terrorisis did on that day in Ameriea.

After we retwrned from che Keunion, my pranddaughter, and Debbie and Bepis' doughteor, Jessien, competed 1o the
Netional and World Championship Horse Competition in Oklaboma City with her big, beautiful Morgan horae. Max.
Jessie ia 14 vears old. Max stands about 15,8 hands hagh, and 1s a "big showoff" who LOVES to compete. This was her
firat time there and she and Max did protiy well! She rode Englizh Pleasure ages 14-15 and received a 4th place ribhon.
Later in the same week. she competed with riders 14-17 and came in 9th. Her trainer told her that coming in anvwhere
in the top 10 spots was very good for the first time competing in the World's, 5o she was quite pleased. She was very
nervous in her firsh competiton, but fele better for the zecond one. Mext vear she's looking forward to improviog her
rezults, Naturally, we are all proud of her and Max!

[ have finally completed all of the legal papers and documents that were neceasary after Don'a death. My zoal now is to
finzeh hus family histories that we worked on together for 40 years, We have collected about all or most of the statistics
that can be found 2t this point, and now the slory needs to be told. Don tried to do some weriting earlier this vear. He
told me. though, that he just didn't have the energy to write any more. | will be honored to finish his work, My writing
won't & the same as Don'zs, He had a very speaal way of telling a story that was so effortloss and warm. He held Lhe
reader's interest and made them laugh. [ wnll do my best and hope that my writing won't be boring or "dov,” Don's
framily stories will be of the Lussendene, who arrived in about 1850 from Fent County, England, the Boohers who arrived
in Americn mn the mid-1700s from Germany & Switzerland, the Kershner family, arroang from Germany in the early
17005, nnd the Gantz family. (You may remember that [ published a book on letters written during the Civil War by
[Mon's grest-grandfacher, Lorenes Gantz, and two of his brothers who were Indiana Volunteers. | still have some TP
avadable for esle. of anvone i interested.) Many of Don's aneestors arrved 1o the colonios as early a= the late 1600: and
carly 1700, auch as the French, Mueller, Pitzenbarger. MeCammieh, Grev, ete. families. To make things more difficult,
they moved on into the "wilderness” of western Penneylvania, Ohkio, and Indiana, Good early records are not available
from those areas concermng births, marrages. and death.

We did get the books that vou sent. 1 atill have not checked with Deb to see what was on our list. Ae aoon as [ do, T Tet,
¥ou know if these are all the right books. Thanks so much for sending them.

We are looking forward to seeing our wonderful friends again in Florida sext yenr. T hope we have a g turnout there.
Meanwhile, I love staviog in towch with evervone via e-mail and phone

Take care,
Lacy

They have a book of letters { 75 of them) written in the Cral War by Don's great-grandfather Lorenzo Gantz and two of his
brothers. They were volunteers from Indiana who went fo war because they thought it was the night thing to do fo save the
Unior. | typed these letters exactly as they were written so that Don's family cowld more easily read them, They tell a very
interesting story of what it was ke to live in the field, etc, and inchede also some gossip about what was going on back home
on the farm. The book is soft cover and sells for 315 plus postage, et of 53. If any one 15 interested in having a copy, they
can contact me ether at DONL UCY wwnet comn or (734)-591-1738. Our address is: 15413 Alpine Drive, Livonia,
Michigan, 48154
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Photo of American Officers of the Phillipine Constabulary around 1901
The photographer forgot to tell them to "look af the birdie"

EBob: | fourd this photo while ummizging through an old album,  In the friont row left to Aght- Witt, me. unknown, Back row  lefi
1o right: Penn, Meunioauer, Fabian, If anyone wanks a copy el me know and | wall oblge. Henn
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ATTENDEES THE 2004 REUNION IN PITTSBURGH
WHO'S HERE

Jerry and Marj Alexas, Jack and LynnAlexis Dovle, Maureen Dovle, Maren Alexis, Roger Alexis

Joe Barrett

Bud Bolling

Brad Bradford

Roy “Tex™ and lelen Chappell, Ben and JoAnne Chappell, Barbara Chappell

Robert “Cheerful Charlie™ Cheatham

Marv Chevalier

“Doc” Vince DifFrancesco, Rosa DiFrancesco Lee Maria DiFrancesco Christmann, Peg

[hFrancesco Bender

Charlie Eberle

Les and Edie Edsall, Karen Edsall Hipsher, Rich and Nancy Edsall Paul

Reid Ellsworth and family

Herb and Louise Garris

Julie Rathbone Gionfriddo, Julie Rathbone Hovt, Cheri Thieben

Lid and Peg Graf, Tim and Judy Graf Knight

Donald CGrraul

Dallas and Rosemary Hartford

Walter and Gloria Heisler

Curtis and Norma Jones

Marcia {Mrs. Victor) Kanners

Ray and Nancy Klingenborg

Judy (Mrs, Paul) Lambru and Carolle Lampru Campbell.

Roval and Harriett Lee, Robert Lee, Michael Lee

Herm and Lucy Littman

Lucy (Mrs. Don} Lussendon, Debra Lussenden Rusnock

Clarence Meltesen

Robert and Joan Moorhead

George Myron

Ted and Barbara Rinehart

George and Arlene Rosenthal

Joe Seringer

Gene “Bwana” Sharick

Margie Slack, Roy Lohr

Irving and Helen Solotoff

Harry Thompson

Bob and Gladys Thompson, Marlene Thompson McAllister, PeggyThompson Marlatt,
Nancy Thompson Wyat

Drar and Carolyn Walker

Bill and Dot Warthen. Kathy Warthen Ezell, Ellen Warthen

Pat and Martha Waters
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2004 Reunion Report by Jerry Alexis

When | aftended my first reunion in Louisvilis, |
thought, “Boy, I'd sure like fo host a reunion in
Fiftsburgh ™ it wasn't until the Columbus reunion two
years ago that | got up enough nerve to extend the
invitation. Am | glad | did!

It was & wonderful experience for me and the
comments of those who allended expressed the same
sentiment. The majority had either never been to
Fittsburgh or had been years ago when it was "the smoky
city” and “hefl with the Iid off” Many remarked how
interesting, beautiful, and friendly the city is. Our hotel
alzn gave us superh service

Abaut half our group amved Wednesday and
immediately began  reminiscing  and  reading  the
memorabilia in the hospitality room while imbibing cokes
and our local Roling Rock and Iron City beer (very
moderately, | assure you!) The rest came in Thursday. it
was gratifying that no one had to cancel because of the
numicanes down soulh, We had 40 kneges and over 50
MOKs and widows That evening most of them enjoyed
the meal and show at the Canterbury Dinner Theater.
This consisted of comical skits tefling about Pittsburgh's
history and foibles. They also got a lesson in our
language, such as yuns, dawntown, Stillers, and Am Cify
Beer.

We had our business meeting led by Bob
Thompson afler our breakfast buffet on Friday moming.
Joe Seringer reported that we have about $12,000 in our
treasury and that it costs about 3400 for each msue of the
Post Ofag 64 ifem Inv Solotoff, the host of next year's
reunion gt Fort Lawderdale. fold about some of the
arrangements. Rosa DiFrancesco Lee, Doc's daughter,
will be co-hast. Pat and Martha Walers invited us back to
Charleston in 2006, Four first-timers were introduced -
Bud Bolng, Bab Moorhead, Harmy Thompson, and Dar
Walker, Gens "Bwana" Shanck, a refired director of the
Baldwin-Wallace College Chor, came 1o bring us CDs of
IN CAPTIVITY Competition,” sublitled *Select Chamber
Music wniten by Prisoners of War in 1943". The
international YMCA, which sponsored the competition,
found the original scores in s archives a few years ago
and sent them fo the Baldwin-Wallace College librarian

YMCA's short-story competition, The college's music
depariment then went to work to perform them in the
concarl on the CD, which also includes an interesting
narrative on the compesitions. If you want a copy send
315 to Gene at 22 Bauman St., Rittman OH 44270-1602.

Thursday afternoon we all went on a tour of
Pittshurgh. It included puided tours of the Soldiers
and Sailors Memorial Hall and Museum and the
Mationality Classrooms in the Cathedral of Learning
al the University of Pittsburgh. Saturday morning
about fifty went on the Amerncan Heroes/Laurel
Highlands tour.

It oncluded wisits to the Flight 93 temporary
memonal and Flight 93 Memora Chapel and the
Cuecreek Mine rescue site. Along the way the tour
guides also spoke on the French and Indian War sites
nearby. This is the asith anniversary of the beginning of
that war, which was largely fought in southwestemn
Pennsyivania. Saturday night we enjoyed a three hour
dinner cruise on the Gateway Clipper Fleets Majesfic
We sailed on our three rivers - the Monongahela (Indian
for high banks faling down), the Allegheny (clear walers),
and the Ohig, formed by them,

Qur time together concluded Sunday moming
with & breakfast buffet and memonal senace. | led it and
Helen Chappell was our pianist. Thoss deceased in the
past year were Joseph P. Ainsworth, LTC Geerge Britto,
James V. Cock, BG George B. Donovan, Frank Diggs,
Robert Eckman, MAJ J. R, Green, William Hariow, COL
Nathaniel Hosket, COL Charles Koons, Paul O, Lampny,
Fred Livingston, Donald Lussendon, Jack Rathbone,
Victor W, Renz. John P. Sanford. Roy J. Smith, COL
Warren Walters, and Inving Yarock. (If you know of any
others, please inform Bob Thompson. |
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The Eighteen Members
Of The I & R Platoon,

394th Regiment, 99th Division
December 16, 1944

Among them, these eighteen men

received four Distinguish Service Crosses
(the Army's second highest award),

five Silver Stars, and nine Bronze Stars.

First Lweutenant Lyle Bouck, commanding
Private Robert Adams

Private Robert Baasch

Private John Creger

Sergeant William Dustrman - :
Private Clifford Fansher TH E '

Technician Fourth Class James Fort

Frivate Bill James

Corporal 5am enkins L 0 N E s T
Private Louis Kalil

Private joseph McConnell wm T E R

Corporal Aubrey "Schnooz" MoGehee The Battle of the Bulge and the Epic Story of Warld
Private First Class Risto Milosevich War [I's Most Decorated Platoon

Private First Class Robert "Mop" Preston ALEX KERSHAW
Sergeant George "Pappy” Redmond _ iy s o R
Private First Class Jordan "Pop” Robinson '

Private James "Siv" Silvola

Sergeant Bill Slape

Un a freezing moming. 16 December 1944, this platoon held up a brutal German attack at a small
town called Lanzareth, the point of the main thrust of Hitler's massive offensive. By nightfall that day. the
platoon had done the unthinkable: they had killed owver 500 Germans from the elite troops, having
defended a strategicallv vital hill without reinforcement or artillery support. Vastly ontnumbered, they
repulsed three German assaukts in a day-long hattle comparable to the Alamo. In essence, this battle could
be credited with staving ofTthe German offensive that could have changed the entire outeome of the war.

Chaly when the men had run out of ammunition did they surrender at gun-point,

Mine of the eighteen men who saw acton al Lanzareth are stll alive, mcluoding commanding officer
Bouck, who proudly stresses that his unit “was the firsi to stop the German advance.” Bowck’s umit
tvpified many other groups of (ils, stranded and outnumbered, whose heroism won the Last great battle of
World War Il but who ended up as captives in CGerman hands,

Bouck was finally liberated from Moosburg prison camp on 25 April 1945 by men of his very own
P9th Division who thought his [&R unit had been wiped out. He weighed just 112 pounds (his normal
welght was [ED)

THE LONGEST WINTER
Alex Kershaw
Ma Capn Press
ISBN: 0-303-81304-1
December 1, 2004
52500
Lt. Lvle Bouck is on our roster of PFOWs at Hammelburg { Editors note)
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OFLAG 64 POSTAGE FUND

Joe Seringer Treasurer

Statement Of Cash Receipts and Disbursements

For the period from September 4 2003 to September 20 2004

Receipts for the pertod:

Contrabutions to the Fund
Books
Interest camed

Tolal cash received

Disbursements for the Period:

i1

Copies for the Item

Advances for reanions 2004 and 20035
Postage for the ltem

sSupplics

Total Cash Diskiersed

Excess of Disbursements over receipts
Bank Balance September 3 2003

Balance in Bank September 20 2004

32560.00
434.00
T2.16

B3066.16

52678.90
300000
152928
180.69
3738887

§4222.71
317134.39

£1291168

Page 11



JOHN HUFF VAN VLIET, JR.

Senatorial, Kansas

Red Bank MNew Jerscy

Jack™s escapades are as aumerous as his witty
savings. His flier into the forist business and
his ventures into steam tunnels are bot fwo,
Perhaps hizs love of adventure has not helped
his class standing, but, oh, what fon. Night
wialchmen may have thoought that the shade of
lchabod Crane had returned o the Catskills,
but it would only be Jack, his long legs flving
over the mponlit trails. From an irrepressible
Flehe who dunked his Corporal in the pool, to
an efficient Second Class Sergeant iz a long
jump, but.Jack made the prade with colors
fiving. Hix love of the military is an inherent

Jack s a West Point Cadet 197 characteristic. and it will carry him far in the

Army.

11000 JOHN HUFF VAN VLIET, JR (B-Tex 2 Nov 14:4 Kan)

Miltary Hestory, —Schofield Bhs, TH, wiCo 27 Inl—24 Apr 40;

Bn Adj 27 Inf—{ I Lt Inf 12 Jun 40}—Jun 40: CommiO 27 Inf—

{Capt AUS O Sep 40)-Jul 41: Cp Leonard Wood Mo, inf.—

i Tdy WO G-3 Mu Obswr England, Sep—Dec 41 1—Des 41:

Ft Banning Ga. Stu Adv Crse.. TIS. Jan—{Maj AUS 1 Feb 42)

—May 42 Instr TIS.—Jun 42: 2 Corps Staff —Aug 42: Scotiand,
Afnca, 5-3 163 CT (34 Inf Div).Sep 42—Jan 43: CO 3 En 163 Inf
~(Lt Cof AUS 2 Jan 43)—{55)—Feb 43, POW Gednany,—

(BSMv) May 45; Ft Leavenworth Kan, Stu C and GSS. Ft Benning Ga,
SWTIS and Yala U Shu, Aug 45—(Col AUS 9 Oct 45)-Apr 46:;

(Col AUS terminated 30 Ape 4G); Ft Benning Ga instr and C Sect TIS.
May 46—(Capt Inf 12 Jun 47)—(Maj Inf 15 Jul 48)—Jun 49; Ft Lowis,
Wash, C0 3 Bn 23 Inf 2 Inf Div. Jul 49—

Son of John Huff Van Viet, Class. of 1513

Jack at Ofag 64 Reunion Calorado Springs... 1892
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The WWII story of Lt Col Jack Van Vet

LTC Jack Van \het was captured by the German Army in North Africa, on Feb 17, 1943, He was transported to Oflag 64 in
Schubin, Poland and amved there on June 23, 1943 He was assigned 1o a baracks as a bamacks commander that
housed about 200 officers.

CAMSCFFICE\My DocumentsiVan Viiet Story.doc

Lt. Colonel JOHN H. VAN VLIET, JR. Quartared in the “While House" and Bamacks 38.

Lt Col. Van Vet was captured on February 17, 1943, in the Tunisian desert in sight of Djebel Hamra, He then
commanded the 3rd Baltalion of the 168th Infantry. The Afrika Korps had come through Faid Pass sumounding and by-
passing him. As he tells it, “We had grandsfand seats to watch the destruction of two battalions of the 1t Armored
Division on the plaing below us. On February 16th, we saw our first friendly airplane, & Spitfire which dropped a
message: ‘Cut your way out to Sbeilla,' a town about 35 miles fo our rear. After dark | led the Baflalion 22 miles across
courilry. There we could see a giow in the sky whers fhe Germans had already laken our destination, Sbeitia. Dayiight
found us several miles shorf of our new destination, Djebel Hamra. Mechanized German units were between us and our
goal They had armor and we had rifles. Jf was a round-up rather than a battie. By rmid-afternoon, we were being herded
by German armored cars with machine guns. We were marched another 20-odd miles to resch water at Lessouda.”
Before reaching Oflag 64, Col Van Vie! was exposed fo three different all-British officers’ prison camps, where he
ieamed much about escape fechiniques. This he passed on to the senior American officer al Oflag 64 There he deal
with many of the escape projects and helped in receiving French language news from BBC on our radio.

Jack and some other prisoners attempted to escape from Oflag 64, al least twice, and were caught and punished by the
German Army.

He was selecied along with several other officers from the British Army to go to a place known as the Katyn Forest and
obsarve the scene of an excavation of several hundred Polish officers that had been killed and buried there. He was then
retumed 1o Oflag 64 and stayed there until the POW Camp was evacuated , on January 21, 1345, 1o prevent the
American Officers from falling into the hands of the Russian Army.

On the long. cold, march from Oflag 64, the weather was lemble. The day the camp was evacualed the temperature was
20 degrees below zero and stayed that way for several days. The column of marching prisoners was about 1500 men and
the march lasted for about 6 weeks. The men were divided into platoons with a commander of each platoon of aboul 200
men, Jack was assigned to a platoon as commander.

Qf the 1500 men, about 450 escaped and made their way across Russia fo the Russian seaport of Odessa. There were
aboul 450 men sent o a camp at Luckenwald { 50 miles. plus or minus, south of Berlin) The remaining men made their
way o a Camp al Hammelburg, Germany, known as Oflag XIIB

The men that were sent to Luckenwald were sent there because of their physical condition or because of the condition of
their clothing and shoes. Jack Van Viiet was assigned as group commander, to a group of men that left for Luckenwald
from Stolpe on Feb 14, 1945, Jack spent the remainder of the war at Luckenwald and was liberated by the Russian Army
on April 21. 1945,

Lt Col Van Viiet was sent to Korea during the Korean war. Lt Col Van Viiet attended most of the reunions until his health
failed and he was lost o the men fo Ofiag 64, He was on our mailing list but we never heard from him or about him, until
we started frying to find him. Herb Garris found that he had died in the year 2000 in Atlanta, GA.
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FREED BY PATTON, DIES  TAPS
IN ACTION AS VOLUNTEER

After surviving a death march across Germany and the
misenes of a Maz pngan camp for nearly a year, Lt.
Wiliam L. Harlow of Hyde Park was kifled in action one
day affer he was released by Gen Paton's ammy. He had
voluniesred 1o join Patton's spearhead pressing on the
attack.

The 36 yr old Infaniry Officer, husband of Mrs Lousse
Dodge Harlow or 23 Albion streel, landed with invading
armies in Normandy and was first wounded and then
captured Sept 12, 1944, by the Germans. He was
imprisaned in a German camp in Auflag 64 in Poland.

When the Soviet Armies swept into Paland, the Hyde Park
Lt was moved with his comrades by a forced march across
the whale of Germant to a new camp at Hammelburg.
There he was rescued by spearheads of the Third Amy
April 2, The following day he insisted on joining Patton’s
men and he was kilied in the atiack.

Lt Harlow was bom in Hyde Park and was graduzled from
Hyde Park High School in 1928 and from Dartmouth in
1932, He was employed in his fathers lumber business
before entering the service in March 1943,

Surviving are his wife, his parents, Mr and Mrs William B
Harlow of 38 Milton Avenug, Hyde Park, three daughters,
Mary.Constance. and Elizabeth, fwo brothers, Richard,
and John and a sister Mrs, Reed Freeman of Hyde Park.
Mermaprial Services will be held at Christ Church ai 2: 30
PM tomormow, with the Rev F. Taylor Weil officiating,
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newspzper, | do not know,

There has always been 3 lot of quastions
about the casualties al Hammelburg
during the Raid by TFE . Nobody really
knows how many of the priscners were
killed. This man, Bill Harlow, was one of
the men that was kiled. || Bob
Thompson) told his nephew David Harlow
all | knew and gave him all the information
that | had. The arficle on the left of this
page was from his hometown newspapsr.
The date and the name of the homelown

On Aug 15 2004 a man named Davd
Harlow ( from Wagoner, Ok) called and
asked questions about & man named
William Harlow that was at Oflag 64 and
also at Hammetburg, William Harlow was
Dawd's uncle and had died on April 3,
1845 as the result of wounds received in a
tank batile at Hammelburg.

The family of William Hardow knew
nothing more that what was m & letter
from the War Department stating he had
died of wounds during a battle. David
Harlow had heard that | was at Oflag 64
and Hammelburg  and  might  know
something of fhe situation when his uncle
died. He came to my house and | was
able o acquaint him with what had
happened on the day Task Force Baum
came to the camp. | didnt know the man
but [ did inform him about the ambush at
Hollrich when two tanks of the recon
pafrol wera hit by Panzerfausts and a ligf
of men were killed and inpured. | also
infarmad him of the destruction of Task
Force Baum on the side of Hill 427 the
next moming where a lot of men were
gither killed or mnpred. | told him that
probably his uncle was fatally injured in
one of the two places and gave him a lot
of informaton conceming the two places
menticned. We do not know how many of
our men were lost either in the long trip
across Fussia or at Luckenwald or at the
Hammellburg Camp. % was a wvery
salshang feefing fo be able to acguaint
David a3 to what happened those two
days in 1945, f won't help the family in
thedr gnef, but maybe it will fumish a bit of
ciosure on ihe death of their family
meefmber,
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Local war hero passes away

B Decorated veteran Roy Johnson Smith saw
some of the world’s most famous battles and
returned home to lead a productive life

By EVAN DUFFY
Conld Nerws BEddilor

ith the United States embroiled in what will

likely be an extended War on Terror, a whole

new gencrationof Arnericans is learning about

the sacrifice that comes along with war

Few men were more qualified to discuss such matters
than Ml Vernon native and Turnerville resident Roy
Johnson Smith, 2 noted decorated hero of World War T whose
wartime experiences included his escape from a Nazi prison
camp, participation in the battle for Normandy and two Dis-

tinguished Service Crosses, one pinned on his chest by Gen.
George 5. Patton himself,

Johnson, who passed away onJan. 22, was born in Mt.
WVernon on Aug. 22, 1920, one of 10children born to Glenn H.
and Maude M, Smith,

After spending most of hizs voung life in the woods of
Turnerville, Smith elected to join the Army Infantry in 1939,
taking an initial commission as a private before World War
11 began.

Soon, Smith and countless other brave American soldiers,
marines, sailors and airmen found themsalves embroiled in
the battle to save the world from fascism. Smith was on the
fast track to military success, earning the rank of second
lieutenant by July of 1942 after successfully attending Offic-
ers' Candidate School. were borm,

see SMITH, page 104 In 1855, Smith was again

Smith's exploits carried
him arcund the world, as he
battled against the Nazi war
machine in the sands of
northern Africs. While fight-
ing in north Africa, Smith
carned the DMatinguished
Serviee Oross for extraordi-
nary heroism and received a
prommobion o the rank of First
Lisutenant.

According to wartime
newspaper accounts, Smith
braved heavy fire to destroy
an enemy position in north
Africa. None other than
famed World War 11 general
George 5. Patton pinted the
mmedal on his chest.

The account stated that
smith led three privates, un-
der the cover of darkness,
within 30 feet of the enemy
position in the face of heavy
fire on Nov. 9 near Port
Lyautey. Smith then de-
stroved the enemy stronghold
with hiz own submachine
gun and grenades.,

Smith continued his quick
climb through the Army rank
structure, as by early 1944 he
had earned the rank of Cap-
tain. While fighting in
Mormandy, Smith was
awarded the Bronze Star for
Exemplary conduct against

the epemy and in July of
1944, he earned a second Dis-
tinguished Service Cross
with the cakleaf cluster for
his gallantry in the
Cherbourg victory,

Howewer, Smith's fighting
came to an abrupt halt after
he was taken prisoner by the
Grermans on Aug. 8, 1944, Af-
ter talling intoenemy hands,
amith was transported
through Poland to the heart
of Germany by paddiebost
and railcar The trip took 25
grueling dayvs to complets.
He was held as a prisoner of
war at OFLAG & antil he was
able to escape the camp in
January of 1945,

After ezcaping from the
Maziz' grasp, Smith found
himself ina foreipn land with
little or no protection fom
the brutal elements of the en-
vironment, Smith was helped
along by a Polish family who
ganve hirm a wool overooat, and
he began the long ordeal of
walking through Poland’s
freezing climate on the way
to (Ohdesza in Russia, where
the British ship Mariposa
was awaiting his arrival.
Smith was finally able to re-
join hiz unit in April of 1945,

After the combat ceased,

Smith remained overseas,
serving in Berlin for three
vears, where he participated
in such momentous events as
the Berlin Airlift.

It waz while stationed in
Berlin after the war that
amith met hiz wife Karin,
and the couple returned to
Alabama along with their first
two children in September of
1949,

Despite his gallant servioe
o his country and the hard-
ships of the Mazi prison
camps, Smith’s fighting days
were not vet done. He went
on to serve in the Korean War
only a vear later, where he
participated in several cam-
paign before achieving the
rank of Major and returning
tothe U5, in 1931,

After returning to the
United States, Smith's ser-
vice to his coumtry continued
though hiz service was
mastly in America with a
stint in (ermany. While in
the TS, Smith served out his
time in Creorgia, Virginia,
Kansas and Miszourl During
the vears he was stationed n
America, Smith and his fam-
ily often returned home (o
Turnerville where the
smiths’ next two children

Fage 15

commended by the army for
his “Skillful execution of his
duties” during Exercise
Sagebrush in Louisiana,
During Smith's stay in
Missouri, he attended the
Missouri State Teachers' Col-
lege before retiring from the
Army asa Lt Colonel in 1954,
Afterwards, he returned to
Turnerville with his family
where he built his home and

several others in the neigh
barhiood.

After returning to his
home, Smith served as a for-
83l ranger and later went to
a:-'l:-rk for The University of
South Alabama, first in main-
tenance and later in develop-
ment. In 1873, he earned his
E.& in Engineering from Mis-
S155ippi State University

While at USA, Smith
earned a host of awards and
hanors, including his recep-

tion of the university's Dis-
tinguished Service Award in
1976. Smith retiree from the
aniversity in 1989 after 22
years of dedicated zservice to
the institution.

Smith was a member of
the Scottish Rite and the
ABBA Shrine as wall, After
his retirement, he went
through three operations in
three yvears and eventually
bezan to walk down the path
towards Alzheimer s disease.



Warren Eay
Walters

Digeprmher 37, 1977 - June 3, 2004

COLUMBUS, GA— Craveside
services for Colonel Warten
Earl Walters will be held at
the Fort Benning Cemetery
on Monday, June 1 at 11:00
A DL Visitation will be from
4:00 P AL o G:00 P this
evening at Striffler-Hamby
Mortuary on Macon Road.
Colonel Walters, 26, who
died on Thursday, June 3,
was born in Fayetteville, Ark.,
on December 31, 1917, to
Clvde Earl and Anna Duggans
Walters. After graduating
fram the University of Arkan-
58, he was commissioned
through the Thomason Act as
a Second Heutenant in the
United States Army.

Ag s Lieutenan, Colonel
Walters was assigned to the
cadre that activated the Sec-
ond Armored Division at Har-
mony Church under the com
mand of Geperal George 5.
Patton, Jr. As a Captain and
Company Commander, Colo-
el Walters went overseas
with the Ninth Infantry Divi-
sion and participated in the
imvasion of Morth Africa on
November 8, 1942, In North

Africa, he fought with distinc

tion, was wounded and cap-
tured in March, 1943, After
WWII, Colonel Walters held
the position of Instructor at

the Infantry Schoal. assistant

Army Attache in the Ameri-
can Embassy in Athens,
Greece, and Chief, Small
Armes Committee, United
States Army Infantry Board,

Fort Benning. Among his dec-

orations, he proudly wears
the Combat Infantry Badge.

TAPS

Colone] Walters is survived
by his wife of 62 years, Eliza-
beth T. Walters, a daughter,
Sara Ann Walters Ingram, and
a son Captain (TSN, retired}
Clyde Thatcher (Buck)
Walters, His grandchildren
are Benjamin Dugeans
Ingram, Ann Ingram Carroll,
David Thatcher Walters, and
Laurie Walters Knox, Great
grandchildren are Benjamin
Duggans Ingram; Jr., Eliza-
beth Lavnie Ingram, and
Emma Grace Ingram,
Thatcher Edward Knox and
Katherine Louise Knox.

In lieu of flowers, the fam-
ily requests that donations be
made to Columbus Hospice,
T020 Moon Road, Columbas,
GA 31909 or Valley Eescue
Iiission, 2903 2nd Avenus,
Columbus, GA 31904,
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Pulaski County

MARTHA BESS BIMGHAR. ai
North Little Rack died an Juiﬁé 5
2004, at the Arkar- 1
525 Heart Hospital.
She was borm on
March 23, 1918, in
Lonoke  County,
and was the gnly
child of LE. Bisroe
Jr. and Sally Bayd
Basiae,

_ She  graduated
froen Ehe Univessity
of Arkansas at Fay-
ettewiile in 1942, with & degree in ac-
countimg. She was working in the

payrall depariment ad Carng Bohin
=N in North Litde Rock, where she
mat Bill Bingham, who was sta-
Haned there after returning from
WWIL They ware marmied in 1946

and their marriage lasted for 50
years uril his deatn in 1987,

After the Korgan War, she and Rer
fusband returmed o wark Ehe farmi-
Iy farm meas Blakemore n Lonoke
Lounty. They resided on the Farm for
43 wears i thie home 0 which Bess
WS raisad.

After bar hushand™s death in 1297,
Bess moved to Parkstone, a retire-
ment center in Morth Little Rock.
While at Parkstone, Bess made
rvarmy friends and especially enjoved
baking GE_I]-:ES amnd haring them with
wther retirees at the center.,

She was a member of the Caney
Cresk Bapdist Church i the Pettus
cormmunity in Lonoke Caunty f
yoars. After she moeed o :%Irlf:rrjtn
He Rock, she jained Park Hill Baptist
Chirch, wiess she was a member of
the Open Mooe Serior Aduit | Serday
achool Class, She cocasionally re-
marked that she members of her
Sunday sehood class anly promoted
o Heaven,

Bess is survivid by hes <on, John
Eiscoe Bingham and his wife, Marcia
Bingham, and bwe grandehildren,
Dawvid Biscoe Blnobam and Damiel
Matthew Bingham, whi live i Shes-
wood. She is also survived by an-
ether daughter-in-love, Julis F, Bing-
fam, and fwo grandchidren, Biliy
Burtan Bingham and Sally Frances
Gharmin, wio live in Favettevlile, Ark

She was praceded in death by ber
husband, Eill Bingharn, and a con,
Billy Bingharr Ir.

Funeral services will be at 2 pm,
on Twesday, Jupe & 2004, af Park
HIll Baptist Church in North Litle
Rock.  Intermant will Follow  at
Resalawn Cemetery in LitHe Rock.
Memarials may be made to Park Hill
Baptist Church or your favorite char-
Iy Wisitation will be held with the
famudy frien & o 8 p.m. Monday, June
7, 2004, at North Littls Bock Funeral
rhm'm:arlfﬂ Mc.lajnﬁt. TSE-L170, Onlie

dd  guest  reqistor  at
mwnm'd‘ﬁmﬁndtﬁmmﬁ?nmtm
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