Artist's drawing of Oflag 64 without barbed wire, towers and guards.
drawn by Jim Bickers
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Bret and Lisa Job have been busy

on the reunion details and have
mailed out to all on the mailing list
what will happen and when.

They have left a little more free
- time for anybody to pick and
choose what they would like to do
while in Minneapolis. The mail out
included a list of things to do that
are in the vicinity of the hotel.

There are other things that need
answers that will be brought up in
another section of this issue of
the Item.

Remember, if you have questions
you can call Bret or Lisa. Their
. humber is:

1/952-933-4570
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PITTSBURGH, PA 2004

| checked on the Jewish holiday dates in 2004 -
Rosh Hashanah is Sept 16 and Yom Kippur is
Sept 24, so I'll plan our reunion for early
October. Now that | have the above info I'll be
contacting our convention bureau for help in
selecting a hotel. I'm hoping to get the Sheraton
Station Square, which is across the river from
our Golden Triangle - a spectacular view. It's.
adjacent to the former P&LE RR station with its
two fine restaurants in the former waiting rooms
and Bessemer Square, with several more
restaurants and cafes, a musical/dancing water
fountain, a riverside walk, and its centerpiece, a
huge Bessemer converter from one of our
former steel mills. The Freight Station across
the street has more restaurants and shops
geared for visitors. On the hillside behind
Station Square is one of our two inclines to Mt.
Washington with another spectacular panorama
of the city and some of its suburbs. About 1 1/2
blocks from the hotel is a free elevated/subway
into downtown. Also the docks of the Gateway
Clipper Fleet are within a couple hundreds
yards of the hotel. In downtown there are
several other first-rate hotels.

Best wishes, Jerry
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MAIL CALL

John Creech, Columbus, NC. | (1Y) received a letter from John and Vll print some of it below, but first | wonder whether
everyone in Oflag 64 realizes the debt we all owe to John. Many of the vitamin deficiencies common to incarceration on a
lousy diet over a long period were avoided through his efforts and expertise in growing vegetables. John and | go a long
way back when he played in the URI and ROTC bands. Here' s his story- “Now about the greenhouse | ran-it was first used
by the camp guards for their plants until Col. Drake persuaded the Commandant to turn it over to us and | was put in
charge. Of course we all know its benefits from a food standpoint, even Col. Oakes wish for okra. But | don’ t think most
kriegies knew its other purpose which | have never mentioned. When there was to be a search, unopened cans were
buried under the sawdust pile used for fuel for the boiler. We had removed the brick floor and dug a pit in which cans were
placed, the bricks replaced and the sawdust put back. It was never found during the searches of the greenhouse by the
weasel. In addition, | would take the radio wrapped in a waterproof cover up to the greenhouse and hide it inside a large
flower pot and put the plant back on top. Then at evening | would take it out and carry it to the White House under my coat. |
don't recall how many times | did this but it was more than once.”

“Perhaps John can draw a sketch of the radio for a future bulletin”.

Ormand Roberts, Worcester, MA. | (1Y) visited with Ormand and have a story of promises kept. It seems as though Earl
Buckley gained posession of a pair of surgical scissors, and for some reason asked Ormand to hold them for him. Earl got
Ormond’s address from a recent Item, and Omond still had the scissors and mailed them to him. Incidentally, Earl’ s new
address is 6458 Branshaw Road, Indianapolis, IN 46220. I'm sure he'd like to hear from old friends. Earl has some physical
problems prohibiting his travel but would like to keep in touch.

Alan Dunbar, Las Vegas, NV- Reminds us that the Retired Officers Association’ s new name is Military Officer Association
of America (MOAA) and they have a booklet “ THE SURVIVOR BENEFIT PLAN, dated 2001. If you' re interested, their
address is:

201 N. Washington Street, Alexandria, VA 22314. Free to members and maybe non-members. Their number is 1/800-245-
8762.

Charles Wilkinson, Model. CO. ’Charlie is still cattle ranching when he can squeeze it in between the cardiologist,
audiologist, dermatologist and pain management physician. Sound familiar? You forgot the podiatrist. The drought almost
put him out of business. Thanks for the donation to the Postage Fund.

Royal Lee, Mankato, MN. Royal is looking for the guy who sent him an Oflag 64 cap after the reunion at Columbus. He
couldn't read the signature so he doesn’t know who to pay and how much. (Only 1 answer please) Thanks for the P.F.
contribution

Roy and Helen Chapelle, Kaufman,TX - Helen has been having a rough time. She has multiple spine problems with pain
medication the only solution. By now, she has had an examination with a specialist, but we don’ t know the results.

Mary Barcovic, Harrison Township, MI- Mary, (Steve’ s widow) is pretty homebound with a bad back, but she would like
us to put Steve’ s son, Tim, on the mailing list. Bob is taking care of it.

Marjie Slack, Burke,VA- Margie sends a note of thanks for the support they received from “our Ofiag family” after John’ s
passing. We all miss him , but at least he is at last at peace.
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MAIL CALL

Bill Warthen, Vidalia, GA. Bill is one of our most prolific writers. One of his letters tells us that a group, including Abe
Baum, took a trip to Europe and visited Hammelburg where LTC Peter Danes of the German Army and a native of the area
treated them royally. He also sent along a letter from Jimmy McKay, of Macon, GA whose travels are controlled by an
oxygen machine, electric scooters, etc. but has the greatest praise for the V.A.'s care for him. Bill also says he made a
contribution to the Habitat for Humanity and The Infantry Museum and still turned over a profit of $ 6,000 to Bob Thompson,
for our treasury. Bill also made contact with an outfit that handles hundreds of books, pamphlets and films of every battie of
every unit in the European Theater and the Far East, many of them in other languages but translated into English. If you' re
interested write for a catalog to RZM IMPORTS, P.0. BOX 995 SOUTHBURY, CT. 06488. Bill steered some of our
Columbus crowd towards Peter Bartis who was doing interviews for the National Veterans History Project. Even if you were
not interviewed, you can be a part of the project. You can write of your military experiences and join the over 14,000 who
have already donated stories, films, letters arid memorabilia, etc. You can send them to the Army’ s U.S. Center of Military
History, the Naval and Marine Corps Historical Centers, or the American Folklife Center at the Library of Congress. Just a
few of the facts Peter passed along. There are 19 million Veterans alive today, but we are losing than at the rate of 1,500
per day, so tell your stories before it's too late.

Vince DiFrancesco, M.D. ,Bethesda, MD. - Vince writes about disabilities, and if you do not have a V.A. disability rating,
he suggests that you contact a National Service Officer thru your nearest Disabled American Veterans chapter. Whether
you have a disability or not, don’ t be surprised if you get a letter from either the Department of Defense or the Veterans
Administration because they are conducting an out-reach program. He also recommends that you get a pamphlet labeled
KEEPING THE PROMISE from the Department of Veterans Affairs, phone 1-800-827-1000. Ask for VA Pamphlet 21-01-1.

Bob O'Neil , Scottsdale, AZ , sent a copy of another publication PRESUMPTIVE SERVICE CONNECTED DISABILITIES,
Public law 97-37 (Layman’s Terms) by William Skelton Ill, M.D. reprinted from Med-Search, American Ex-POW's. I'm not
sure where you can get that but if you call the Ex-POW organization they would have it or tell you where you can get it.

Lucy Lussendon, Livonia, MI -Lucy says Don is doing pretty well after a rough year. You'll recall we missed them in
Columbus, but Lucy says they are looking forward to being with us this year.

Robert “Cheeful Charlie” Cheatham, Ashboro, NC. He tells about a Christmas Card he received from Royal Lee. It was
a scene from Zipprow, Poland and included the church where Charlie slept the night of 28 January ,1945 on our trek across
Poland. Thanks for the donation fo the Postage Fund. He sends along Ormond Hessler's new address ...... 8919 Park
Road-DC1 3, Charlotte, NC 28210

raybugleboy@charter.net... If those heiroglyphics mean anything to you, he’ s the adjutant of the 106th. They are looking

for a guy who was with us in Harmmelburg ,named Captain Carl Goering of the 106th, supposedly a distant relative of “fat
boy" Goering. He stayed in the service and as a Major was captured by the Chinese. He died of malnutrition and
dysentery. Anyone remember him? He has a relative who would like to find out anything about him. Just stumbled across
the answer to those hieroglyphics-Marion Ray, 702 Briarwood Dr., Bethalito, IL 62010

Tony DeSanto, Titurstrasse 9, 81925, Munich, Gernany. Tony met the Abe Baum group at Hammelburg and spent a
few days with them. He plans to be at our next reunion in Minnesota, if possible. Thanks for the contribution to the Postal
Fund.

Martin Jones, Lawerence. KS. -writes about a three day festival coming up in July at the University of Kansas. They are
calling it “THE GREATEST CELEBRATION FOR THE GREATEST GENERATION" If's tied in with a new building named for
Bob Dole. Military displays of WW I planes & vehicles, Glenn Miller Orchestra, efc. If you’ re anywhere in the vicinity watch
for the publicity.
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REGISTRATION FORM

OFLAG 64 ANNUAL REUNION
WEDNESDAY SEPTEMBER 10TH—SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 14TH, 2003

NAME (AS DESIRED ON NAME TAG)

OTHERS ATTENDING

WIFE'S NAME (AS DESIRED ON NAME TAG)

YOUR ADDRESS

OTHERS ATTENDING

YOUR UNIT

PHONE NUMBER

PLACE & DATE OF CAPTURE

POINT OF LIBERATION (OFLAG 64, ON ROUTE, LUKENWALD, HAMMELBURG,
MOOSBURG, NURNBURG, ODESSA)

BY CAR
DATE & TIME OF ARRIVAL gy pLANE

EMAIL ADDRESS

PLEASE ENCLOSE A CHECK FOR $125.00 FOR EACH PERSON ATTENDING MADE PAYABLE TO:
OFLAG 64 REUNION. REGISTRATION INCLUDES ALL ITEMS ON ATTACHED ITINERARY.

REGISTRATION FEE ****#**** skttt ikkik ik @ $125.00=$

MAIL REGISTRATION BY AUGUST 1, 2003 TO THE FOLLOWING ADDRESS:
OFLAG 64 REUNION ‘03
C/O BRET & LISA JOB
4240 TRAIL RIDGE LANE
MINNETONKA, MN 55345

HOTEL RESERVATIONS ARE ON YOUR OWN—CALL TODAY!!
HOLIDAY INN METRODOME— MINNEAPOLIS,MN
1-800-448-DOME (3663)

Mention Oflag 64 Reunion when making reservations for the $93/night rate.
Reservations must be made by August 1, 2003 to guarantee rate and space.

FOR THE FOLLOWING EVENING DINNERS, PLEASE MAKE AN ENTREE SELECTION:

WEDNESDAY EVENING DINNER SATURDAY EVENING BANQUET

BURGUNDY BEEF TIPS ' (how many) MN CHICKEN BREAST (how many)
CHICKEN KIEV (how many) WALLEYE PIKE ALMONDINE _ (how many)
VEGETARIANPASTA —— (how many) PORK MEDALLIONS (how many)

**IF INTERESTED IN SPEAKING TO UNIV. OFMN STUDENTS, PLEASE CHECK HERE
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A LITTLE COMPANY BUSINESS

Bret Job sent out registration forms. ( first class postage ) , etc for the upcoming reunion and had quite a few
returned for various reasons. These reasons varied from, moved and left no forwarding address, undeliverable, etc.
Bret sent the list of returned mail to me and | have deleted them from our mailing list. It is quite a few names and
probably some of you might know a reason to not delete them from our mailing list. Look down this list and if you
see somebody that should not be deleted let me know.

| LastName | First Name [LastName (2)| FirstName (2) | LastName(3)|  FirstName(3) |

Wick Robert ( Mrs) Perry H.G. Matthews Paul
Ferguson Clarence Hansen Kermit Slack John
Aten Frank ( Mrs) McWhorter Richard Lucey Bitsy Lee (Mrs)
Gardenier Russ Miller Robert Paty William
Glendenning James Ward Patrick MacAreyey Jim
Brady Thomas Schular WA ~ Magee Tom
Pichardt Woodrow May Donald Wright Tom
Thomas Oscar ( Mrs) Polk Juanita (Mrs) Albertson Harry
Garlick Samuel Drake Thomas (Mrs) Dobson John
Wilkinson Donald ( Mrs) Fairchild Edward Karstens Allen
Hosack Ruth Thomas Russell Tankin Louis
Rudel Anne O'Dea Padraig McEligott Charles
Coffey Carl Howell Charles Goff Richard
Kasper Carl Moon William Moore Eva (Mrs)
Scherer Clarence Wagner Robert Ruit Robert
Kouns Charles Munson Nicholas Haggard Edward
Heil Ruby ' Stewart Eldon Long CH. J
Cooney James Green Joe Wade Farres
Hermelink L.B. ' Meeleus Hany Holder H. Randolph
Durgin George (Mrs) Danylik Francis (Mrs) Brocker Charles
Harries Hugh Luttrell William Arias " Juan
Berg Gordon Kunkle Paul Rush Thomas

: Bennett Frank (Mrs)

Our mailing list for the last Issue of the Item contained about 440 names. It will now probably contain about 373
names!

h

If you will notice at the bottom of the registration form, there is a space for you to state whether or not you would like
to participate in a program by the University of Minnesota. The History Department of the U of MN requested some
of our men come to the University and speak to the History classes. The schedule for the University will not be
available until probably the middle of August so a date for going there can be made then.

If you are interested please put your mark on the space provided and Bret can handle it from there.
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Jack Rathbone went through all his old records and came up with the following (5) pages. They ”
concern his (and others) trial at Oflag 64 and a story about Luckenwald when they were liberated

BT Y42

Gneson, 10 Octobor 1944
C/&‘/?M‘N/

PUBLIC SITTIAG OF THE FIELD CQURT -

MARTIAL OF DIVISION NO, 192.
St. L. 361/44

Present as Judges: 1. Deputy Judge Advocate Genersl Oskioerski, as
: President of tho Court
2, Major Xichhorn, Staff/Division 192.
3. let lieutcnent Strohlow, Staff/Divipion 192.

Prosont ns Propecutor: Deputy Judge Advocate Genersl Dr. Guddeat.
Prosent &8 Office Recorder: Inspector of ii1l1itery: Justice Lsnger.

. In the case ggeinst: 1lst. Lieutenent Patrik Teel, born
15 Octover 1518, rOW fiv. U3180. ist. Lioutenent John Rethbone, born
11 Decemder 1917, in Linooln, Nebresko, ¥OW No. 1538. 2nd Lieutonant
Seymor Bolten, born 17 July 1921, in New York, POV No. 1477. £na Lieu-
tenant George Durgin, born 30 November 1918, in Palyra, Hew Jersey,
FOW No. 1493. All of Oflag 64 in Altburgund. -

The caso began with the summone of the acocused, 0f the
councels for the defenso, end of the witnesses.

The asccused were brought forward. There were slso present:
Assictent Judge Jouy, as Counsel for the defense, ropresenting
Solicitor Dr. Jostes; Colonol Millett; Captein Ferguson; Captain
Wiloox; end Capteain Barker. -

Also present were: As witness, Gefreiter Arthur Schimmel,
Oflez 64, Altburgund, as interpraster of the English langusge, lieu~
tenent Hurnisch, Oflag 64, Altburgund.

- The president of the Court read out the nemeos of the Judges
who had been oceiled for the prosent eesolon; ecquainted th® eccused
with the definition of persgrsph 656 of the K. St. V. O.; took the oath
of Lt. Strehlowof the Court 1isted above; and reminded the member
of the court listed as number 2 above of tho oasth he had alreedy
‘beken earlier today in the case pgainst Mueller - St. L. 4561/44. Then
he ecgquainted the witnees with the subjeot of the investigation end
with the persons of the acoused, &nd cherged him W th the meening
of the oath sfter warning him to tell the truth.

' He tuasreupon 61 smissed the witness.

The ecoused, upon exemination of their pereonsl circum-~
stances, verified the correctness of the informetion contecined on
the personnel forms Bl. 1-4, end stated further the followingy

l. Teel: My father's neme is Homer Teel, my mother's
Clera, maiden name Ltatterson. I have not received Judiocinl or dis-
ciplinary punishment. I cm a shipping sgent by profession. '

2., Rathbone: !y father's name is Harvey Rathbone, my
mother's Hethel, maiden name VendenbBurg, I cm & student by pro-
fession. I have not received judicial or disciplinary punishment.

3. 'Bolten: My father's neme ie Samuel Bolten, my mother's
Edith, meiden name Reich, I am g student by profession. I have nad
roceived judicial or disoiplinary punishrent.

a o« Durgin: My fether's neme 18 Frank Durgin, my mothor's
Helene, moiden nane Sawyer, 1 have not received Judicisl or dis-
ciplinery puniebment.
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The Judgments were read out,

The prosecutor road out the indictment of 16 Auguet 1944.

The scoused were asked wWhether they wented to eay anything
in reply to the charges. They said;

Teel: I am not ecqueinted with the cemp ordere; I d14d not
get to know ther until after this incident. I A41d not know that the
guorde were Buperiors. Yhen wo left tho stetion, we went into the city,
The guerd peve the 6%mend to get off the sidewalk. Bolten protested v
this. The guard cttempted to get s Germen Officer. Since this was not
possible, he saeid that the matter would be adjusted lster. We continued
on the sidewalk. The guard no longer ordered us to welk in the street.
Along the wey we riet three Lorwegion Officere who Mikewise were walking
on tho sidewelk, . .

Rgt%bong: I wes not scquuintoed with the camp orders. Vhen
the gusrd sent us onto the street, we protested. FWe stopped. Bolten :
askod the guerd plouse to soo whether he could find en officer who 5
might cleer up the matter. The gusrd ceme back Without an cfficar, '
The matter wud 10 Ve setiled when we got to the hospital. Schimmel. .
then seid nothing more. 3ince Schimmel welked behind the first group, .
w8 took that to mean that he allowed us to welk on the sidewalk. . :
kreviously I haed been in Fosan 16 times and never before had we been
requirad to walk in tho streast. ' - _

$olten: I was scqueinted with the camp orders. How and then
the orders are rend sloud; oftan they were posted on the Bulletin Bosrd.
An American Officer read aloud the orders. Schirmel wanted to meke me
walk in the street., I took exception to this order, beceuse we were n
rether emall group, ond becatss my three comrades were sick. The streot
wae very crowded. I was afreid that an acoident might ocour. I con-
Bldered the order as a degradgtion of an officer. Therefore I wanted
to speak with en officer. I asked thst the Commendent be cszlled,
through whom the smorican Colonel might be informed. But Schimmel
camo back without an officer. I 4314 not notice thet Schimmel spoke N
with on officer. He seld that the matter would be corrected later.: ‘
From then on we walked on the sidewalk. On the way to the hospital
we 88w threo Norweigan Cfficers who likewiee were walking on the side-
walk., It was not made known that in the future Americen Officers were
to walk in the siraet.

. p° The camp order wes not posted before the trinm to

Fosen. VWhen we iLoft the station, Schimmel said that we were to welk
in the street. Vie protested this ordor throngh ths intreprstor.
Schimnel tried to obtein 8 Uermasn Officer. He returned without one.
Tho matter would be ecdjusted later. He allowed us to continue wslking
on the onidewslk. :

I'he witness was thereupon called in &nd examined g8 follows: 8

KMy name is Arthur Schimmel, 33 yoesrse 0ld, farmer in Gbenhausen, &
district Schroda, Gefreiter at Cflug 64 in Altburgund, not relsted to ¢
the eccused either by bdlood or by marrisge. Before wo left Captain
lenner told me thet it waa now forbidden to allow P'a0W to walk on the
pidewalk. The P'aOW were not present when this order was given to me.
In fosen, I required the E'sOW to follow me. I had gone a little way
along the street when I turned around. I then saw that the ¥'sOW wore
walking on the sidowelk. I stopped and told ther that I hsd an order
from Captsin Menner to lead them in the stroet. Bolten said to me thst
he was not acquuinted with the fsct that they had to walk in the street.
Three times I surmoned them to walk in the street. The P'e0W, however

. R U
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414 not comply with my summons. Bolten saild that hs was Just recently
in Posen and at that time he 414 not hnve to walk in the street. I
left the party in order to csll up the Stalag in Posen. I was not
eable to find my wey in the stetion end therefore returned. I told
the P'sOW, when I ceme back, that it was not cleer to me whether this
prohidbition applied also in Posen; I now sllowed the P's0W to walk

on the gldewalk. On the way to the hospitsl we met some Haval LFOW
Officers who likewise were walking on the sidewalk. Bolten was rather
excited and eald thet the order was new. I could not meke ussof my
weapon begsuse the traffic was too greet. I am elways exolited; I
have an organic disease of the heart. I gave the order unmistekeable
to walk in the street, I cannot remember that the P'sOV acked to '
fetoh an officer and to call up the Commendant in Altburgund. Bolten
understands German well., He celled my sttention to the fact thst the
.Horwelglene were likewiee walking on the sidewalk. I wanted to esk

an officer whethay P'sQW in 2cgen woere aiso forvidden to welk on the
gidewalk. '

The witness wee not sworn since no such motions were made.

_ After the concluseion of the hesring of the witnoss, the

proseciutor end then the ecouped and the defense coungel put forth their .
arguments and motions. The prosecutor moved that the accused by~ f<
scquitted. _ :

- The counsel for the defense, Killett, declared that orders
issued up to now heve always been followed by the officers. If they
hed known about this order, they certsinly would have walked in the
street. The remaining counsels for the defenee made no motions, .

' - The accuaed were asked whether they themselves had enything
further to tring up in their defense. They had nothing. The accused
had the laast word. Thereupon the court withdrew for deliberation.
When the FPresident returned to the court-room, the President of the
Court, in the presence of the accused, ennounced in the neame of the:
Germen People, the following field-sentence by resding out the
sentence formula and by disclosing the essential meaning of the
background of the sentence; the accused are scquitted.

The President of the Court informed the sccused that no
legal measures against this sentence would be allowed eand thet 1t
remsined for the approval of the convening suthority to make the
gentence valid, : '

The acoused were asked according to §78 XK.St.V.C., whether
they had any objections to bring forth against this sentence, and if
80, what were they. ' ‘

They declared that they had none.

(efgnature-.) President of the Court
) - Dsputy Judge Advocate Genoralﬁ

(signature) Recorder
Inspector of liltary Jgstico.
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LOCAL Mew3, 1100 HOURS, BAY 3rd, 1945 7 |

Tocday and yeaterday the battered and weary advance
of tkc Norwesiuns, Brif#ish and Aacricanc at Joe's Place fclded their
monogrenncd ahicets, and with a last re; retful look at the cinems to
seal a thousand with its plles ¢f tangled f£ilx, marched back to Stalag
III A over jesterday's bettlefield to the acund of desultory rifle
shots frox tiie wiuods, The American guard is due to arrive e morninge.
The Allies from the EBtala; were defeated by tLe ever-increesing korde
of refugees which poured into the Lacer tircuch the gate nmears:zt the
sectior allotted tu ike 5talay partye These refugees very naturally
took up quariers in the nearect empty building. They were nice, clean
guarters, ticush somewinat short of furniture and fittings, whic: had
been recoved by the enrlier refu;ees who werc succeesfully evicied
&nd gcal to thedr own purticm of the campe The slsaning party then
¢lezned up, and itke rooms were ready for lhe .ain party of Britisbh,
Azericens and Norweglane, only to be filled by anctier influx of refugees,
Tae sad story began wiien the advance guard arrived to find
refu;cec in pos:.ession. At a oconference beitween Allied offlcers and
Captain Medvedev, areus of ti:e Lager were allotted tc tuc var:ious
naticnse Then came tic problcm of shepherdin; t.ue refugees intio
tueir .yeae, Naturally, tney uerec reluctant tc¢ leave, and therc vere
ecme irpcidente; still, they left mcet ¢f t.e buildings==but not so
the beds and Littings. Tuecse they took with them, with the eice-tlin
¢f tie builiwein wael dzsinc, which in zanz capcs ih wartonly suazieds
Muck wanton damage wac done all ovcr.theeiager, apart froz .
the chass caused the rifling of deiks and cupbuerds for ihe odd
. bottle or box ¢f cizarse %The attitude fo tuece who csuged post of the
darace was cuumed up by one youth-="7he Germang enasicd oy couniry up,
ac I smash tieirs®, Unfortunntely that particilar property witdh wzos
snzoncddies no! novW ‘Pelong te Germeans, but to inssignde Por this _
reacon, the Iussians asked tiat a guard should be zdunted over certaln
storehouses in wilch valuable material was nct aonly bein; lcoted, but
wantenly szuebed, Ersng-new typewriters were ic be seen, banging
drun:ley half out of ireir packin: cascs afier belng ewiped witl a
erowbur; tuousands of ecloured penclls scattered from tL.elr boxce made
the fl.or difficult i¢ walk onj movie projectors were torm from tuelr
eaces and tielr lenge: yripped away; delicatc talkle apparatus was
trcdder urnderfoot. In responmse to the Hussian request, a guard ¢f 600
"Anericans wae o .ated, with 20C men on duty at a time, Keye and pad-
lcoks were fcund, and many of the buildings locked. The guard earried
sticks after onc or two incidente whicih otocurred skertly after it was
nountoed, On X¥onday nignt the rofu ees degan te¢ tura ugly, and on
‘soveral sccasicnes war was only avurted by the prompt acticn of Earuahka
& Ruasign girl sttuchkcd to the iled as, interpreier, Narushks wcuid
turn out in tue middle of the nizht, el a toomy sun over her g:.culder,
rur dowr to tne piores and guell tue trouble by sticking her gum into
scoe infuristed refugee’s stcmach and clearing Im uide off in & lanjuage
whiclh nobodinelse undcerstoed,

t.e end one of the refugees drew cor autormatic, and afier
that 1t beecame clear tict fuur out of fLive of tiex werc armed, DLatons
arc nu good against gups and tc tie regret cf tie American guard, they
had to witndraw, :
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In order to prevent the refugees looting in the area allotted
to the Americans, British and Norwegians, it was found necescary to
putrol it, and the rofugees followed suit with a patrol round their area.
An order wae issued by the Ruseinns that all firearne should be handed
in, and a oertain nunber were ccllected, but obvicusly mot all, :

On Tueeday Cuptain Medvedev reduced tue area allotted to the
Stalag party by accommodation for 1,600 men, and also stated taat
the officers mess would be taken over as Russian headquarters. It
wag pointed out thst this eicnge left inadequate room for our nunbers,
apart from tne inguffichency of bede. The¢ removal of the officers?
mess reduced the accommodation and alsc took taxw: the only available
kitchens and dining rooms for the use of the officers. Captain Medvedevy
returned tc the Stalag, and the Lager advance party continued th: iy unegual
struggle with the refusees. )

The situatica for the Britieh, Americans and Norwezians
- was further complicated by the failure of the authcurities at Lickenwalde
to turn the eleciricity on. A Russian offioer agsured the Britiah
Officer 1/c Detachment on Henday that the burgomaster's 1ife depended
on the power coming on the nex: daye Presumably the bursomaster iz dead
for there wus no pover in the canmp up to Wednesday evenings, As far
&8s the technicians were sble to tell, the lishtiig, water, sewage and
telephone systems had rnot been 8abotaged, and all thut was negessaxry
for a final creck was ihe t.rowing of the main switch at Lickenwalde,
The Germans must bave left #m the Adolf Hitler Lager at a moment's notice
for tiere were nnlf-saten meals on tne tables in tre mess and unfinished
cups oi coffee in the ante-rooms, Tesr -off calendare in the offices
sLowed the date April 2V, - .

- An suxiliury punping plunt was found and got to work, and
it was possille to-keep mains waier.en for gz .period.daring tne day.
The staff from the Stalag operating this plant did very g.od work to
supply Just under helf a milidon gellons a day to these in the Lager.

A nunber of suxiliary petrol pPlants for 14.hting were found
in the ptores, and one o: t:ege wag ‘instzlle  tu supply light to the
temporary head-uarters. The refugees rapidly causkt on to the idea
and now there asre generators running all over the Laser with mtolesd

trol. ; - ;
pe ?wo incidente which ocourred on Fednes brought the
situation to the danger Bark; one of the Stalag par y was shot at by
a refusee as he was cycling through the Lager behind & lorry, and
certain of tue refugees were observed removing a stock of tear gas
from tie armoury to their part of camp. 80 on Vednesday evening
the advance party, with the excaption of eight technicians to keep the
essential services going and the Ancrican fgard returned on foot
to the Stelagz, The refugeees, among tueir oty glanced up and stired at
- their departing Alliesg. . : ' - g '

Page 11



One of my most vivid memoeies of our march from Oflag 64 was one day

" we started out in a snow storm and it snowed al) day. There must have been
8" of snow on the ground. We had walked all day in a very heavily
forested area and finally came to a clearing overlooiking a valley where
there was a small village with a white church beside a creek that ran down
under a stone bridge. The road on which we were walking wound down the
hill, over the bridge and up the hill on the other side of the valley. My
reaction was "That scene would make a perfect Christmas Card.” | had
talked so much about remembering that little church that my grandson
sketched it from what 1 told him, then my daughter-in-law made a water
print which resulted in this Christmas Card.

Later on that atemoon we came to the end of the forest and there was a
town about a mile ahead and a raging blizzard in front of . Remember the
German army frucks that were stuck in the snow? Some of our POW's

" pushed them out. That night many of us were put in a church and we slept
. on Pews. Hope you remember this incident]

World War Il was coming to a close, but for the prisoners of Oflag 64 the road to freedom was long, perilous
and cold. Standing at the top of a hill, Royal Lee looked down at a church nestied in a peaceful valley. “Now
that should be on a Christmas card” he thought. He still remembers the valley vividly all these years later--and
loves Christmas cards with churches on them. After all, what better sign of peace is there but a churcht!

| dedicate this card to Royal Lee and the prisoners of Oflag 64—you are appreciated!!

Watercolors by Pam Lee
681 Custer Court
Onalaska, Wi 54650
608-783-4360
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83 Chit. OBozne '
- mjor und stallv.
. r\z' W -~
brauchte das Schreiben des amerikani-
schen Hauptmanns nicht vorzuzeigen und
vergaB es schlieBlich ganz. Erst 1958, als
die katholische Jugendgruppe von Sailauf
einZeltfiGrWanderungenundLagersuchte,
fielihr der Zettel wiederein. Siemachtesich
zum Flrsprecher der jungen Leute und
ging mit dem ihr gut bekannten Aschatfen-
burger Jesuitenpater Horny, der damals
Hilfskaptan bei den Amerikanern war, zum
Kommandeur der in Aschatfenburg statio-
nierten amerikanischen Truppen. ,
Aber die Zeilen machten keinen sonderli- 4,,“?/ . &‘é‘d‘ L
chen Eindruck. Der Amerikaner konnte ———l A — ‘
wohl nicht mehr ermessen, welches Risiko "o c? 17 f ) & “f36dam
die Frau aus Sailauf auf sich genommen Ay 7 T A
hatte, als sie vier auf der Flucht befi~ Q’&Q 0»((\6‘ “’ 2 L{Ha o U NM-,_L v, -
chen Kriegsgefangenen fir kur7' " \{G‘N d\‘“ 9 - :
dach und Essen gegeben * oo s\a\\“ Ctedesaut iA
jedenfails bekam di~. 20 5 “\ 08 oy
gruppe nicht. (\ " \!09 (\eﬁ»«\e‘“‘“_\e‘@s
A\
Trot7 -“\\5 aQQ ge (‘\a Ge‘“\a ‘Oe“\e“ o 20 \*\'\“8‘5 A . «ufOsterrontag 1945 waren zwei amerikanische und zwe/
W ‘\3\3 Wl T 0 c N‘“ G.a((\Q -«iemandsiand zwischen Freund und Feind unterwegs. Eswaren
auh N\ o\e" o€ 66‘\“ \‘\e\B T e -« in Hammelburg befreit worden waren und die nun Anschiu8 an die
kanl, Oﬁi\Ge ce ®© A ) \0\ ) ot -s1 Linien suchten. Der Hunger trieb sie, in einem Haus in Sailauf anzukiop-
nisch. 2\ e “\ O N ) \“(\"a <01 Essen zu bitten, Sie stleflen auf eine Frau, die sie nicht verriet, sondern aus
Jagd it A\ g“\e g’“\e %‘a -+« spiirlichen Vorréten anbot. Aus der Absicht, eine Gegsngaba zu hinterlassen, kam
Fir die. g\\l\“ “\a‘(x\“ ?0‘ dieser Zettel zustands. Die Fau solite fir den Fall, daf sie bei der bevorstehenden
die Aut, ‘e '\as «g-  Besetzung Schwierigkeiten bekommensoilte, belegen konnen, daf alliierte Kriegsgefan-
Hbsbach) “e"(“ \0\“(3 —passart-  gene»recievedfoodand drink herefromthishouseholdw. AufnahmeAschivStadtmalier
straBe, die
“\“\ gen,derdauerndumihnundselneKamera- germeister konnte schnell Bescheid geben
Als Oberst D ..o das Ortsschild =Sai- den herumgehapftwar und denseine Mut-  und brachte die beiden Offiziere zu dem

lauf« |88, erinr.erte er sich an dle kurze Zeit
der Gastfreundschaft, die er Ostern 1945
hier genossen hatte. Den Namen der Frau
wuBte er nicht, er fand auch das Haus nicht
_ wieder, aber er erinnerte sich an den Jun-

ter »Raimund« gerufen hatte. Dle beiden
Offiziere fuhren zum Blrgermelster und
orkundigten sich nach der Mutter aines
gewissert Raimund, der inzwlischen ein ar-
wachsener Mann geworden war. Der Bar-

Haus, das sie suchten. Dort gab es grofies
Staunen und ain frohes Wiedersehen,
Wenn Raimund eingewilligt haitte, hatte er
sogar mit dem Offizier zu einem Besuch in
die Staaten reissn kénnen.
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James W. Sherman

JAMES W. SHERMAN Passed away in San Rafael on February
18, 2003. He was preceded in death by his beloved wife
Betty Jean Sherman and his sibling George Sherman and
Alice Emerson. He was the loving father of Jeff Sherman and
Ron Sherman. He is also survived by many loving nieces,
nephews and other relatives and friends. A native of
Colorado, he was 81 years of age. He was WWII veteran and
a P.0.W., a devoted volunteer to the Cerebral Palsy center of
the Bay Area, Scottish Rite and a member of the Oflag 64
Prisoner of War Association. Donations to the Cerebral Palsy
Association are requested in his memory. Friends are invited
to attend Memorial Services at the Chapel of the Chimes,
4499 Piedmont Avenue in Oakland on Sunday, February 23,
2003 at 2:00pm. Chapel of the Chimes-Oakland (510) 654-
0123 "Service of Marked Distinction”
www.chapelofthechimes.com

Published in the ANG Newspapers on 2/22/2003.
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JAMES WARREN SHERMAN

ORDER OF SERVICE
OPENING
INVOCATION

MUSICAL SELECTION
Lawrence Sumpter

HOLY SCRIPTURE
READING

MEMORIES AND REFLECTIONS

MUSICAL SELECTION
Lawrence Sumpter, Organist

BENEDICTION
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