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POST OFLAG 64 ITEM

SPRING 2001

SPOKANE 2001

Herm Littman has about firmed up on the
details to the reunion at Spokane.
Date: Wed Sept 5, 2001-Arrival

Sun. Sept 9, 2001-Departure
Place: Doubletree Downtown

He has an interesting schedule of side trips
while we are there. Details of the trips are
shown on the agenda in this issue.

The hotel is aware that several of our
members are in need of handicapped
facilities and these will be taken care.

If you have a special need, please contact
Hem and inform him of it.

Herm’s phone no and address is on page 2.
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COLUMBUS, GA 2002

Bill Warthen has been working on the
reunion at Ft. Benning and has about firmed
up on the details.

Date: Wed Oct 2, 2002- Arrival
Thurs Oct 3, 2002- Side trips, etc
Fri Oct 4, 2002- Side frips, etc
Sat  Oct 5, 2002-Side frips, etc
Sun  Oct 6, 2002-Departure

Place to stay: Sheraton Hotel
Columbus, GA

Ft. Benning is ready for the return of all the
OCS Graduates.

Bring all your children and show them
where you grew up in the early 40's.



PUBLICATIONS
The Waters Story $19.50
My Tour of Russia $ 5.00
The Men of Oflag 64 $20.00
The Ofiag 64 Directory $ 3.00
Oflag 64 Audio Tape $ 5.00
Original Roster-Oflag 64 $10.00
Tribute to TF Baum ( Paperback) $15.00
Hammelburg Roster $7.50

Make check out to Oflag 64 PF and
mail to the Editor.

In the Presence of Mine Enemies  $10.00
Make check payable to and send to:

Mrs. Rose Daniels

5100 Sharon Road. Apt 603

Charlotte, NC 28210-4720

Escape to Russia $35.00
Make check payable and se::d to:
H.Randolph Holder \

383 Westview Dijye)S""
Athens 74 33,(59?—4\)55
Pho. (7J6!145-3337

Americans Behind the Barbed Wire

By Frank Diggs ‘ $24.95
Plus shipping 3.75
Total $28.70
Contact; Vandemere Press

P.0.Box 5243

Clearwater, FL 22205

Editor-Bob Thompson
7448 E 68t Place
Tulsa, Ok 74133
Pho: 918/250-0897
Treasurer-Joe Seringer
1930 Edwards
Wooster, OH 44091
Pho: 330/345-5878

Contributing Editor-Bill Warthen
P.0. Box L
Vidalia, GA 30474
Pho: 912/537-4430
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Guest Editor- Irving Yarock
51 Barclay St.
Worcester, MA 01604
Pho: 508/754-8586
Guest Editor-Pat (Di Francesco) Bender 2001 Reunion Chairman- Herman Littman
7039 McCallum St
Philadelphia, PA 19191
Pho: 215/242-5504

POSTAGE FUND DONORS
Winter 2000 to Winter 2001 issue

John Peetz

Charles Wilkinson
George Juskalian
Ommond Roberts
Jean Gever

Caroll Higginbotham
Richard Parker

Irving Yarock

Nancy *Millett" Zelenack
Bob Cheatham

Marvin Chevalier
Errol Johnson
Jim Sherman
Herm Littman
Bret Job

Albert Cecit
Marcia Kanners
Bob O'Neill

Bob O'Naill
Vemor Siebert
Alvin Robin
Wilbur Bishop
Curtis Jones
Leonard Warren
Ed Rooney

Jim Bates

Rosa (DeFrancesco)Lee
Abe/Eileen Baum

Dorothy Johnson
Stan Segal

John Pestz
Robert Galloway
Tom Lawson
P.D.Lampru
Gottfried Dietz
Reid Elisworth
Jim Sherman
Warren Waters
Robert Rivers

Mailing List- Carl Christensen
9 Pine Ridge
Whispering Pines, NC 28327
Pho: 910/949-3311

W. 2928 Gardner Ave
Spokane, WA 99201-
Pho: 509-328-4678
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A Little Comganx Business

@ Duane promised us a very thrifty reunion at Laughlin and it turned out fo be just that. Duane counted up
the money left over from the reunion expenses and he had about $5,000 left. He sent Joe Seringer a
check for $5,000.00 to be added to our bank account. We now are very solvent. We are all grateful to
Duane for his efforts in putting on the Laughlin Reunion. He lives next to Phoenix and itis a long drive
to Laughlin. He must have made quite a few trips and we are all grateful to him.

® During the business meeting at Laughlin, Joe Seringer mentioned that there are at present two men on
the signature card for our bank account. These two men are Joe Seringer and Bob Thompson. Due to
the advanced age of all our men he thought it would be wise to place two other men on the signature
card that were in a lesser age bracket. There was some discussion about other means of handling the
bank acccount, but the group settied on adding two men to the signature card. A vote was taken and it
passed, The two other men selected were: Pat Waters, Gen Waters son, and Bret Job, Ray Holmquist's
son-in-law. These two men agreed to have their name placed on the signature card. A vote was taken
and it passed.

@ After the reunion and everybody went home, the 4 men on the signature card discussed ( via e-mail)
the thought of sending Herm Littman $2,000 to help defray some of the expenses of the Spokane
reunion. It was agreed that this was an acceptable expenditure and it will be done.

@ Our reunions are becoming more of a family affair as the years roll by. It is becoming more difficult for
our men to make it to the reunion on their own, so a lot of them are bringing members of their family.
The family members add a lot to the reunion in enthusiasm and energy and are a most welcome
addition. We contacted several of our members and requested their thoughts as to encouraging
everybody to make our annual gatherings a family reunion. The response was positive so we are
encouraging everybody to make our reunions a family affair. So gather up all your children and
grandchildren and in-laws and come on to the gathering in Spokane.

©® The Hammelburg Affair has been getting a lot attention lately, at least as far as e-mail traffic is
concerned. There has been a lot of people inquiring about their fathers and grandfathers that were in
the raid, either as a POW or as one of Abe’s men. The relatives do not know much about what
happened and are becoming very interested and are asking a lot of questions. Answering the questions
has become a time consuming effort. In order to meet the demands of the e-mail that has been
received we asked Erick Eastes to make up a list of all the people that have inquired about the raid and
put them on an e-mail list. This list will then be sent to all persons on the list and when anybody has a
question or just wants to make a statement they will have the list and everybody on the list will geta
copy of their comments. Erick was a an officer in the 1st Inf Division stationed at Schweinfurt several
years ago and became very interested and spent a lot of time while in Germany going over the route of
Abe’s men. He agreed to be the point man in the e-mail list and we gratefully accepted his offer. If you
would like to be included on his list and become involved oin the correspondence regarding the

Hammelburg Affair, please contact Erick at eastes@yaho00.com and ask to be placed on the
list. If your name appears on the list and you want it removed contact Erick and ask that it be removed.

® Robert Galloway’s video tape of Ofiag 64 is ready and mailing should begin this month (Feb). He has
made arrangements with Public Broadcasting System to have it aired sometime this summer, probably
in June. You will have to keep a close watch on your local stations to know exactly when it will be
shown in your area. ‘
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MAIL CALL

é

Irv Yarock has been reading your mail again,

Charles Wilkinson, Model, CO— still cattle ranching but has given up on horses and now uses an
ATV. Thanks for the contribution to the Postage Fund.

Frank Diggs, Arlington, VA- writes to say his book is still available but the source has moved. Order “American
Behind Barbed Wire® by making out a check for $22 to Vandemere Press, P.O. Box 17446, Clearwater, FL 33762.

M.E.Harrison, Embarcadero Marina, P.O. Box 249, Dana Point, CA 92629- was with us at Hammelburg, got away
during the Raid, got picked up a few days later to return to XIIIB just after we left. His unit was the 423rd Inf- would
be happy to hear from friends.

Robert Rivers, Orcutt, CA- another guy from California. Thanks for the donation to the Postage Fund.
Bob O'Neill, Santa Maria, CA- has been doing some recruiting, i.e.Harrison and Rivers.

Warren Walters, Colombus, GA- “Bucky” should be a good candidate for the 2002 Committee. Thanks for the
donation to the Postage Fund.

John Peetz, Northbridge, CA-another “guest” from XIIIB who is already planning on Spokane.
Thanks for the Postage Fund donation.

Jim Sherman, Oakland, CA-one of our “old” faithfuls along with his son. How about rounding up our California
contingent and descending (ascending?) on Spokane en mass? Thanks for your Postage Fund donation.

Gottfried Dielz, Baltimore, MD-still in the Political Science Dept, at Johns Hopkins and a German enlisted man in
Otlag 64 who a few of our friends, led by COL Goode, helped bring over here in repayment for kindness back
when we were enemies. My (1Y) grand-nieces husband was doing research at the school and she was working in
their infirmary. | asked him if he knew Gottfried, and the answer was “no”, but she chimed in with “I don't know him
but | processed his records through the infirmary yesterday”.

Elizabeth Owen, 3000 Rivermont Aye, Apt 10, Lynchburg, VA 24502- Betsy is COL Goode’s daughter, She came
to Laughlin and was overwhelmed by the kindness shown to her. She particularly enjoyed the many stories abou}
her father and the documentary that Bob Galla%her put together. She was particularly impressed by the kindness
shown to her by Bob Gallagher, and Bob and Gladys Thompson. So what? Thats just normal treatment from
people in our group. That's what keeps us together.

Alan Dunbar, Las Vegas, NV-health permitting, is a sure bet for Spokane. They have a son and family and Lilo
has a sister there. Alan mentions a certain box car rip that brings a story to mind. Those of you who knew Len
Feldman and Paul Games (the closest of friends, in fact Len was Godfather to Paul’s children) know they argued
about anything at the drop of a hat. After a fairly lengty argument about what Hemingway meant in Hemingway'’s
book “The Man and the Sea’, a stranger across the way said “ | don't think that s what he meant”. Len & Paul then
litinto the stranger until he said “that isn’t what he told me, 'm Jack Hemingway.”

Additional Postage Fund Donors- Gottfried Dietz, Baltimore, MD; Ormond Roberts, Worcester, MA;
George Juskalian, Centreville, VA; Reid Ellsworth, Chandler, AZ; James Monoghan, Birmingham, AL; Jean
Gever, South Yarmouth, MA; In, Yarock, Worcester, MA. Many thanks.

Tom Lawson, Grand Junction, CO— has located another “lost’ kriegie. He’s George Rosenthal 216 Cypress Ln,
Oldman, FL 34677. We have him in Clearwater so he may not have received our mailing. Any of you who may be
travelling to the freezing South might look him up.

Herb Garris, Pinhurst, NC- write to let us know that Marion Parrott, a fellow Ofiag 64 kriegie and his friend in high
school and National Guard days has passed away. On being liberated, Marion rejoined his unit, the 101st
Airborne, and stayed behind after V-E Day on occupation duty. If you'd like to contact his wife, Lillian, she’s at
1202 Sweet Briar Center, Kinston, NC 28501.
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MAIL CALL
% :
As usual, time catches up with us and the responses to your letters must come from Bob T. in Tulsa.
Caroli Higginbotham, Fallon, NV sends his best wishes and a check to the Postage Fund. We thank you for both.
Richard Parker, Washington, DC sentin some interesﬁng literature that is in this issue of the Item.
He also sends in a donation to the Postage Fund. Richard is a friend of the Col Goode family.
Thanks for the donation to the postage fund.

Ormond Roberts, West Boylston, MA, writes to comment on the photo of the Lts picture that was in the last issue
of the Item. He thinks the ID of the men is incomrect. We referred him to Bret Job and hopefully they worked it out.

Clarence Meftesen San Francisco, is about ready to go to the printers with his latest revision of “Roads”. He is in
the process of looking for a printer and binder to bid on the job.

Alan Greenspan, Washington DC writes—" | know you believe you understand what you think | said, but | am not
sure you realize that what you heard is not what | meant”
This was in a magazine and was too good not to pass along.

Mel Rappaport, Douglaston, NY sent in the information about the German and American armor in this issue. Mel

is a “friend” of Ofiag 64 and Ofiag XII-B and was in an armored division in WWII. He is very knowledgeable about

Il\-/llarlnmelburg and is an active correspondent with members of the Oflag 64 group. Thanks for your contribution,
el.

Nancy “Millett” Zelenack, Escondido, CA. Nancy is Col Millett's daughter. Col Millett was our Senior American
Officer @ Oflag 64 after Col Drake and before Col Goode. Col Goode outranked him by date of rank and Col
Goode assumed command as SAQ. Col Millett was Commander of the 507th Parachute Infantry Regiment for the
drop on D-Day minus one on Normandy. He was captured shortly after the drop and spent the time @ Ofiag 64
until he escaped on the first night out on the long march. Nancy has sent in a lot of matenal on Col Millett. She
sent in the photograph on the pag;e which shows Cot Millett and another paratrooper from the 101st, evidently a
Capt., shortly after their capture. This photograph was evidently taken by a German photographer, because the
writing on the back of the photograph is in German. The writing is shown next to the photograph. If anybody
recognizes the other officer with Col Millett we would like to know who he is. Nancy’s mother was one of the
nurses on Bataan when it fell and she spent the war in Japanese POW camps.

Jonel Hill, Pasadena, CA. Jonel called and was inquiring about the Oflag 64 group. He was an enlisted man at
Ofiag 64 and came in rather late. He was sick when he got there and stayed at Ofiag 64 when we left to go on the
lon colld march. | assured him we would be more than pleased to see him in Spokane this fall. Jone! is now on our
mailing list.

Bob O'Neill, Santa Maria, CA- Bob ordered a couple more copies of LTC Waters Oral History. He had one, loaned
itto afriend and his friend forgot he had it. Anyway, he wanted a couple more and they will be sent. He says he
will be in Spokane. Bring some more of those men from CA and we will have a good crowd.

Marcia Kanners, Beverly Hills, MI. Marcia s planning on being in Spokane in Sept. for the reunion. She has a lot
of other places to be around the same time, but she is working hard to make everything come out n‘tt};'ht so she can
pesin Skpokanl\?i for our gathering. She also sends in the obituary of Harris Machus. We are pleased that you will be
in Spokane, Marcia.
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SPOKANE, WA 2001

About the Spokane Reunion:

Herm has set the dates for the Spokane reunion as : Wed. Sept 5-—-Armival
Thurs, Sept 6--- Business meeting, etc.
Fri, Sept7--- Day trips. Etc
Sat, Sept 8- Day trips, efc
Sun, Sept 9-—---Memorial Service and departure

He has made arrangements with the Doubletree Downtown for a place to stay.
He has made arrangements with the Fairchild Airbase for a luncheon at the Officers Club.

He has made arrangements for a dinner cruise on Lake Couer D’Alene and a laser light show and barbecue
at Grand Coulee Dam.

' I
Labe Coeur d'Ulene Cunise
Travel to Idaho where you'll board one of the "Fun Fleet"
for a cruise on Lake Coeur d'Alene, said to be one of the

most beautiful lakes in the world. Along the way, pass by the
now famous floating green at the Coeur d'Alene Resort Golf

Course. You have the option of a public or private cruise. ‘w @' Md

With the private cruise, you'll have the boat to yourself and ’%'tm unnet me
we can add a meal along the way. The boats are climate .
controlled, so cruises are available year around. S/p,e( :‘5‘14‘ 1“!‘1}‘, ﬁaA,e‘t B‘gﬁt
Time: 4 hours.

We suggest you add one hour free time to look around Coeur d'Alene S /ﬁaw an g,‘a’ld eal‘eee

and make it a 5 hour tour.

’I;avel through the rich farming country of Eastern Washington
to Grand Coulee Dam. Stop for a barbecue dinner overlooking
the Columbia River. After dinner continue on to Grand
Coulee Dam to see the world's largest Laser Light Show on
the spillway waters of one of the world's largest concrete
structures. The show is narrated and accompanied by music
and you'll be seated in the bleacher seats by the Visitor Center.
It is a sight you'll never forget. "

Time: 7 1/2 hours.

Option: Add an hour and try your luck at the Tribal Casino.

This tour can also be done during the day. It includes a visit to the
Visitor Center, a ride down the incline clevator into the dam and
a stop at amazing Dry Falls, the skelcton of one of the greatest
waterfalls in geological history; by comparison, Niagara Falls would
be dwarfed by Dry Falls.
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These monuments are at the entrance gate of Camp
Blanding, Florida. There were others, but these were
the ones most familiar to men of Oflag 64.
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The VA built a new Outpatient Clinic in Tulsa
and it was opened in Dec 2000. Peggy
McClure, the wife of our Commander (Ex-

- POW) Clint McClure thought it would be nice
to make a display of everybody’s shoulder
patch and place it in the lobby of the clinic. The
picture is of the display as it is installed in the
clinic.

A special notice from Robert Galloway about his video “OFLAG 64"

A big thanks to all who have ordered a copy of "Oflag 64, A POW Odyssey." Please know that your order has helped towards our production
expenses, which ended up well over $200,000 in the year and a half process. Many of the postcards were retumed, so if you didn't get
one, you can send a check or money order for 29.00 plus 4.00 shipping/handiing, per video, to Galloway Productions, PO Box 2254, Mt.
Pleasant, SC 29464. Somy for the delay in the shipping, but it took quite awhile to get the duplications. Also, as you will see with my note
in the package, there was a mistake in the narration regarding the death of Capt. Richard Torrence, Jrin January of '44. The narrator says
'43. This will be comected in the 2nd run of tapes. Whoops.

PBS has accepted the one hour version as part of the PBS Plus programming for this summer. While there is no funding for it either from
them or corporations, | thought | should go ahead and air this since they're interested enough to accept it.
It is not easy to have a program accepted by PBS, so all of you “kriegies” should realize how special and unique your story is.

The only catch to all this is the stations around the country, including your area, while they will be offered the program in late March for
airing during Memorial Day and D-Day, they don't have to take the program. And we will have no way of knowing who in fact did decide to
air it. Without nagging the stations, 1 will try to find out who is carying it and when they plan to air it. | will work with Bob Thompson on
getting the word out and letting folks know if there's anything that they could do to help "inspire" the stations to air it in your area.

Perhaps if | can obtain the information from the 300 stations around the country beforehand, we can put the cities in the next Item that are
planning to air it. We'll keep you in touch. Nevertheless, check your local PBS station listings for late May and early June (Memorial Day
Week and D-Day week).

On behalf of Heather "Waters* Galloway, Pat and Martha Waters, let me once again thank all of you who helped make this video a reality,
and we hope that each of you who see it find it a useful aid to show your family, and that you remember how strong each of you were during
that unique part of your life.

Robert Galloway
PO Box 2254
Mt. Pleasant, SC 29464

(843) 971-0942 Page No 10



Alan Dunbar received the following letter from a friend regarding the intent of a Texas Congressperson trying to change the date
of Veterans Day every fourth year to the National Election Day so that people would have a holiday and they could go vote. As
you can see, Alan’s friend didn't think much of this proposition. This letter is being included in this issue of the Item so that if you
feel so moved you can contact this person and make her aware of your opinions. Her e-mail address is at the bottom of the
page.

Alan Dunbar
4675 Green Canyon Dr.
Las Vegas, NV 89103-4386

From: B. Donohue <bdbdkd@earthlink. net~
To: <LittleColonel42@hotmail.com>
Sent; Friday, February 09, 2001 12:54 PM
Subject: From Barb

Hi there!

Hope you're doing well! It's been “forever and a day” since I've seen you!

Mom told me she told you about how ANGRY | was with Jackson-Lee... What started is was one of my POW-kid-buddies (|
am close to many of them!) sent me an email about what Jackson-Lee was doing. | responded to Jackson-Lee and then sent MY
response and the info | got from my POW bud to over 350 on my email list... The following is what | wrote:

To my family & friends....

Soy for the “group” letter, but | wanted all of you 'to know that Ms. JACKSON-LEE of, Houston, Texas introduced the
following bill; which was referred to the Committee on Govemnment Reform. Although this is just the “gist” of the text, in plain
English, she wants to move Veterans Day on 11/11 to be “lumped” on Election Day during the election years

E‘

- ABILL

To amend titie 5, United States Code, to establish election day in Presidential election years as a legal public holiday by moving
the legal public holiday known as Veterans Day to election day in such years, and for other purposes. Be it enacted by the
Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in Congress assembled, SECTION 1. ESTABLISHMENT
OF ELECTION DAY IN PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION YEARS AS A LEGAL PUBLIC HOLIDAY.

Section 6103(a) of title 5, United States Code, is amended-(l) by inserting the Tuesday next after the first Monday in November
in 2004 and each fourth year thereafter, and after ‘Veterans Day and (2) by inserting ‘in any other year after ‘November 1
F.SEC. 2. SENSE OF CONGRESS REGARDING TREATMENT OF DAY BY PRIVATE EMPLOYERS. It is the sense of
Congress that private employers in the United States should give their employees a day off on the Tuesday next after the first
Monday in November in 2004 and each fourth year thereafter to enable the employees to cast votes m the Presidential and other
elections held on that day.

§
Needless to say.... | am ticked offl I've been notified by several “POW

Kids" like myself who have already written her scathing letters | wrote

HER the following letter and also made a hard copy and mailed it to the

people | named including President Bush, etc.

To my family & friends who are Veterans, spouses of Veterans, friends of-YOU have to get this woman to stop You can send
heranemailat  txI18(@mail house gov.
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Richard B. Parker
3317 P Street NW
Washington, DC 20007
Tel:(202) 342-6543, FAX (202) 342-0954

January 1, 2001
Bob Thompson
7448 E 68th Place
Tulsa, OK 74133

Dear Bob:

Thank you for sending me the Fall and Winter issues of the Oflag 64 Item. I
was on the mailing list for the Item until 1988, when for some reason I was dropped.
I suspected that Betsy Goode had given you my name when I received the Fall issue
and saw that she had been at the reunion. She confirmed my suspicion.

The Goodes had lived across the street from us at Ft. Leaveworth in 1940 and
Betsy and I went to high school together. It would be hard to say which of us was the
more surprised, Pop Goode or I, when I walked into the Oflag in January 1945, fresh
from the battle of the Buige, and found him the Senior American Officer.

My stay at Oflag 64 was very brief, and I was among the 200 or so officers who
remained behind at the farm called “Wegheim” after the first day’s march back to
Germany. My wife and I went back to Schubin, now Szubin, in 1990. The camp had
been converted to a reform school and they were about to demolish the '
administration building which apears on your masthead. I don’t know whether they
carried through with those plans, or whether you have more recent news from
there. We tried to find Wegheim, but could not.

As of possible interest, given the attention paid to the Limburg bombing in
your Winter issue, I enclose a copy of the RAF report on that raid, obtained for me
by a friend in the RAF historian’s office. You will note that the target was the
marshalling yards and the crews thought the attack was “very successful.” Had it
been so, the two trains full of POWs in those yards, instead of the POW camp up on the
hill, would probably have been hit. Fortunately for some of us, they missed.

My check for $25.00 as a contribution to your mailing and editing costs is
enclosed.

Sincerely,

Doke b
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NIGHT R..TD REPORT KO. 799

COPY_NO. C—;“

BOMBER COM:AND REPORT ON NIGHT OPERATIONS

23/2kth DECEMBER, 1944

Limburg i/Y: Sieburg M/Y: Bremcn, etc,

. Lidmburg 50/52 Mosquitos attacked the m2rshalling yards at Limburg

bough cloud varyiag from G-7/1Cths. The markirg was good throughout, and the \nomb(‘-\}
mbing wes conoentrated, Crews considered the attack very successful, No wirerigs
Boraft was lost on this night, althous;h 2 croshed on return,

¥ Siegburg  38/40 iosquitos boubed the marshalling yards at Siegburg, The
rget was clear of cloud, but hrze provenicd any assvesment of results. The
Poreft cttacked in 4 waves, mostly aiming 2t 7.1,

¥ Bremen-Hannover-0snabrucy-Hunster. 7/7 1128 Hosquitos carried but training
Hghts, a1l bombing Bremen, Hirmover, Osncsruch: and Funstor. .None of the torgets
obscurcd by cloud, but hose minde it difficult o estimzte the accuracy of thc
Bbing. Wo incidents were reported.

A Bomber support ctc. 100 Growr provided o H.MDPEL screen W. of the battlc
ea, through whech o WINDOY force struck castwards to ¥Mainz and then turned south.
rupen of night fighters rescted; but, on finding that no large bomber iorce was
&t, these E/L werc diverted to toctical missions ~goinst ground targets froun Verdin
£S. of Ilorcnnes. Long range intruders claimed o Ju.86 and a Me. 110 destroved,

fotters.  Other cireraft corried out signals patrels, met. recee flights and sprrind
rations. No losses were susteined.

Low cloud 2nd fog.

Bascs

Torgets Little cloud over Germeny: visibility 1-2,000 yerds.

No. of nircreft despatched. i ieviveesiecesrnoncanessseassnnssel62

woow " reported ztizck on primary arec..ecsescessea153

woou v " "M plt. Arelesacecreesoresen

T " abortive SOrties...eeeiiieiiccenarrisoinrionarsasinsee B8
0

alrcralt missing...ovveevecoceserasrvosressnsssananes

REER EXPERIENCED

Clear at Siegbury, Bremen, Hannover, Osmabruck and Munster, except f or h~ze.

¢-1e cloud (0-7/10ths) =t Limburg.

B Ry -

i DEFENCES

Tighters reacted strongly to the WINDOW spoof, and to our intruders, but
to intercept the Mosquito bowbers. TFlak ws everywhere slight.

s

but 2 were wrecked and a third seriously demaged in

ACTY Ay S
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B.C,(Contd).
y, 23/24 DEC - NIGHT OPERATIONS. -

s’ A.5.0. SUMMARY No: 149k,

PARE T - PAGEE.

-157 alrcraft were detalled on the following
operations:-

BREMEN, HANNOVER, OSNABRUCK and MUNSTER.
Bomber Support .

PHOTOGRAPHIC INTERPRETATION.

A preliminary interpretation of photographs teken
on 22 Dec. shows =~ .

K
POLITZ Synthetic 0il Plant (Attacksd Night 21/22 Dec). MG
0il smoks from fires burning in the S.W.,Corner of the
target. Furthsr firass ar:s burning in huts and small E
buildings at Northern axtemity of the target. Elscwhers j
th: target is portly obscurad by an actlvs smoke screen,. g
but a fow points of' new damege ars seen. 0Onz of ths
tll chimneys of ths boilar.housz has collapsad and pipe
lines have bzen sevarsd,

EIGHTH U.S. AIR FORCE.

1,

23 _DEC - DAY OPERATIONS.

‘417 aircraft, comprising 304 Fortresses and 113
Liberators were despmtched to attack rallway marshalling
yards and communications centres between BONN and
SAARBRUCKEN betwesn 1220 2nd 125% hours. -

. Escort ard szupport was provided by_56o Mustangs end
56 Thunderbolts.

RESULTS, .

Target. ) Alrcraft Attacking. Tons, Rasults.,
EHRANG marshalling 285 H.E. Good. '

yard. 148 Fortresses 64 1.8,
KATSERSLAUTERN 40 Fortrssses . 152 H.E. Fair to good}
(EINSIEDLERHOF) i5 I.B.
_marshalling yard. .

Commumication

Centres, B

JUNKERATH 31 Libsrators 65 H.Z. Good.

DAHLEM 27 Liberators 54 H.3., Good. :
AHRWIILER L8 Liberators 12% H.Z. Good.
HOMEURG 97 Fortressses 208 H.E. Fair to goodj

29 I.B. ;
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Ry TEL\EPRINTER.

Hoadquerters, Bonbir C.izm-n.. 241€5C/ .,

|

2 100 Greurs I!’
s 3
i

¢ Air Ministry ¥hitohell Tios 1 3 45 € 7 8 Gl 22 ©3
and all Bocbor Command Boaszs and Stetions in those Zrcups

1 2 3 Borberdwent fIivisiing  Iui...S. ifanby. |
Info idvdiralty, :

BOTEER COMT_JW IHTALLIGEILT VIR IIVE OF OTTRLTICNS NG. 974,

~ tho target in clear woathor

150/182 Loncasters o 3 dreug o
n 1x38 end LLOF krs.  Tha fsrgot was i il visutlly and the htombing
iz whals town ond oarsh "J.l:.n:: yards wors

8 occhoontrited end accurail. ;
oloped in sucke, wany cns belny roportad,
nc fightors, 1 o/c is ricsing,

Tsfinccs wore modcrate HUF. i

ance °tf-rs '~n" 1/3 Yis squ.tcos ¢f 8 P.F. Group
isns. A4s the

isi
Joicrs ins uructac. -./c tc. bor..b v:..-;u-:x...ly. Berbing

¥ COLOGMNE,  Gro=hur
tackod in cloor \':c:.‘w'- with
Brgot wes identifiocd visunlly,
85 accurato, mwmersus wursts bLoing so
scurod thc, tz rgct pzdsr: t\, Ra}

n cn the marshalling yords., Smcke quickly
s very accuratc H.F. roporteéd. Nuccrous i
ccni formsticn boing sirongly sngaged. : g

1

=& in clesr weonther,
'“Lsults wore
1728-17580 brs.

ttecked in c'*nci,tlvns ef nd

. LIMBURG ¥/ Ycs, 50/52 lisguiters of & TLOF. Creup ¢

5 to 7/1C clcu;". warking wes goid wnd teubing srpocrol concontreted.  Fircs amd :

£ cxplesicns worc repcrtcd and tho atleck wac conzidsred by crsws hig shly Su- Iy
Siicht HE. ie ren perizd.  T.0.1. 1805-1£31 hrs. 1

oz of 2 F.F. Group ccngpleted o ciron tcur of Breren- 1
ut incident from : tc 1825 hrs. This was a . l
sheut was clozr.,  Slight to medorcts HOF. but nc i

craticr successfully and cleim 1
nostooyoed 1 losguits of 8 |

O LI T e,
t

b BOMBTR SUFPORT
2100 Greup - 11/12 licsguitzos corrisd cut High Level Intrucer Patrols of
Born Gorvany, in the courss o wnic. 1 JUL38, 1 2,110 wors Jestrcyed and 1 JU.

1 Mosquitces carricld cut Low Lovel Inmtruder Potrcls of 4/Fs in W.Gernany,
Bcks cn flying voubs, roilway juncticns, snd rclling stcek.

-'M.e.ndrel Scroen wes cperstod by 8/12 a/c in suppert of our borbors.

18/18 a/c complotod Window cnd Jestlo sporations on Germany.

i Spocial Investizaticn Petrcls wors carriod/o{ut by 5/5 &/c.

s -

K} ibuticn - A
RO provious narratives. . hiF Conmedors,
- . Chiof Intcllizonce Officer. :
W 241830/
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GEORGE VAN MILLETT, JR.
Fifth . District, Missonri
Kansas City, Missouri

FOUND in two subjects. Boy, they sure
are out to get me.” Yes, Zip has just returned
from another writ. But regardless of his pessi-
mistic chant, Zip is still with us and has only
been turned out four or five times.

Second Class Thanksgiving found him one of
the mainstays of a victorious “Goat” team. He
has tried many of the fair sex, too, but after
having received several very prettily engraved
wedding announcements of favored ones, has
decided that he is off “wimmen” for life. He
can’t fool us, though.

His greatest ambition is to get his wings.
Well, we wish you luck, Zip. Some other
branch’s loss will be the Air Service’s gain, for
he is a good man and a fine friend. Behind his
veneer of indifference there are concealed all
the requisites of an able leader and a fine sol-
dier.

Goat Football (2), Rifle Marksman.
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37,447 27083
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Berore they had un opportunily

to contact their regiment,

this Colonel and Major of the

§2. and 101. American Puratrooper
Division were taken prisoner by
the Germens along with hundreds
of other members of (heir division.

Allention: PK-Phuto
If copy needed, please call
PK War Reporter Kell (Sch)

July 7. 1944 " J27053 (File




k**********‘k******************

George Van Millett, Jr.
NO. 8782 CLASS OF 1929

Dieo Noveseer §, 1855, 1y FRANKrURT,

GERMANY, AGED 51 YEARS.

ZIe MILLETT was a man’s man. He under-
stood the true meaning of friendship and
was unalterably loyal to those of us who
were fortunate enough to be his friends.

vasion of Iranco, At 0230 Lours on the

mornihg of June §, 1944, 1,4 parachuted with

hls unit fate the Normandy Peninsula in
the vicinity of Amferville,

The citation for Zip's Silver Star tells
%mrt of the story of what happened, as fol-
ows:

SS from Hq 82 Alrborne Dlv 16 Oct 45
For Gallantry ip action on 6-8 Jun 44 in
Normandy, France. IHaving landed by
barachute before dawn D-Day and finding
force badly scatlered in the jump Colonel
Millett regti comdr pversonally led 4 offs
20 men jn effort to accomplish primary
misston regt capture of Amferville. Atter

his loyaicy, industry & common yense male
him invaluable on misslon ol this king,
bleasure to serve with him." Add dy as
Dpty C/S Halfa for part ot perfod.

General Riley further documented his
views concerning Zip's contributlon ju a
commendation which read in part:

Comm From Brigadier General W. E.
Riley, USMC, Sr Obsvr & C/S UN Mission
to IPalestine 20 Apr 49, For outstunding
performance dy 22 Aug 48-10 Mar 49, filled
positions of high responsibility as Sr. Obsvr
in Trans-Jordan Area in highly commend-
able manner under conditlons of great
danger; later as C/S UN Hq 1llaifa; per-

He was a de-bunker of fakes and had no
patience with evasiveness or vacillation, He
practiced Integrity in everything he did.
Zip was honest with himself and with every-
one else, but tn spite of this ingrained qual-

capturing 25 of enomy, neutrallzing sev-  formed all dys with intelligence, Initiative,
eral machine suns and capturing two am- thoroughness & forcefulness, leadership, loy-
munition trucks being vastly outnumbered  alty; ability to work in harmouy w/mixed
disengaged and established defensive  gp of off & KM that included all branches
bositions on the main bighway to town. of armed svs of the US, France & Belgium.
) ! There he Anally assembled almost 400 Returning to the Kentucky Military
ity, he was a skilled diplomat. men and hold out three days agalnst con-  District, Zip pondered the challenging prob-
' His courage was of the qulet and endur- stant enemy attacks in great strength and  lems of the Middle East with which he had
ing kind which inspired those around him under t'&Lr'l:illery fire thus denying the 1P:riet‘ly c‘ome to g;lps, alnd decided to go
X e . i 3 enemy the use of this important road to ack. He returned to that area early in
tal‘llg l;l??ti(t:‘ltcgtastzs “Aex!:n;h}?ol(zll;a}::'li:ewlvglgclil- R reinforces their atlucks on the Merderet 1950 a3 the US Army Attache to Lebanon,
River Brldges. His courageous leadership  where his services cutttinued ¢ be of great

est esteem. . ) . and inspiring fortitude setting enviable value to his country.

He was an outstanding repres¥céntative of

oxample for his men. Following tho tour in Lebanon, Zip re-
his country and its Army both at home Only when ils ammunition had been ex- turned to the Airborne business as a mem-

and abroad. His life spanned a period dur- hausted did Zip's force withdraw to the ber of the Jolnt Ail'born.e Troop Board at
Ing which the world was In an almost con- - Fort Bragg, North Carolina.
stant state ot ‘upheaval and in ‘which his The I'mddlc East sul_l held ft'ascmation m}d
N . CuuL great interest for him, however, and in
talents and interests wsre both. ngeded and early 1956 he returned to the area agaln,
used. T o this time as US Army Attache to Jordan,
His family and friends can well be proud He was serving in this important job when
of Zip's outsjanding lfe of service and of he was stricken with leukemia. Zlp died
his part in helping to muintain the security iu Germany, November 8, 1955 on his way
of our country, on the battlefront and in back to Walter Reed. .
; 7 . < Zlp gave everythiog he had to the service
the international diplomatic arena. of his country, his friends and his tamily.
George V. Millett was born in Kansas He wuas an airborne pioneer, a gallant sol.
City, Missourf on April 10, 1904. After at- dier, an able diplomat, a good husband and
tending Kansas City Junior College, he was father. His name will live in uu{;,mer;ox;es.
appointed to the United States Milltary T —Wm Py
Academy of West Point, from which he was
graduateﬁ‘m"mzs‘n-irrr"fﬁﬁé‘gree‘ of Bach-
elor of Science in Military Engineering.
Initially, ZIp wanted to be in the Air Corps
and after graduation from USMA he volun-
leered for flight training at March Field. In
spite of a tremendous effort on his part, he
was “washed out” after six months, and the
Infantry was the gainer. From company
officer in the 17th Infantry at Fort Crook - -M T —
and Fort Omaha, Nebraska, Zip went to area east of Amferville, but during this
Panama for service with the 33d Infantry L";”’t‘l'l't;“‘;:lmf;‘ :n“&’ee‘?écf;{’ed‘“t‘z ‘éacfl’ltl:‘):'ﬁfl
gﬁ l;z?;n(ﬁ";y??'l"nol;‘% tShne:lllt:gthe celebrated Poland where he was imprisoned in OFLAG

Number 64,
Zip was a company commander with the On January 21, 1945, Zip managed to es-

***************t**************

3d in 1935, the year he was made First Lieu- cape from the OFLAG and made his way
tenant. It was a squad from the 3d In- across the Ukraine to the Black Sea Port of
fantry which fired the last salute as Zlp was Odessa a littie less than three months later.

He arrived in Naples on March 23, 1945
and back in the United States on April 2.

Zip's post-World War II service began
with his command of tho 4th Intantry at
Fort Benning. 1In 1946 ho moved to the
command of the Airborne School Regiment
of the Airhorne School, and the following
yeur, he became senlor instructor of the
100th Alrborne Dlivision at Louisvillo, Ken-
tucky.

It was while serving in the above capacity
that Zip was suddenly sent on temporary
duty to the Middle East ag the Sentor
United I_\Iations Observer on the United Na-
tions Misslon to Palestine.

‘The words of Brigadier General wW. 1.
Riley, USMC are at once slmple and clo-
quent and describe the Zip we knew:

Brigadier General W. E. lé}ley. USII"ICB-
C/8, letter report: “Outstanding service
re/ndered: cannot speak too highly of him,
tireless cfforts to keep orgn on even keel,
will always carry out directives as issued,

finally laid to rest in Arlington. .

From 1936 to 1939, Zip served at Fort
Benning, Georgla, first at the Infantry
School, then with the 29th Infantry.

His second tour in Panama came in 1940
when he was given command of a company
in the 14th Infantry_at Fort-Davis; -

The yéar 1941 was a significant one for
Zip. He voluntcered and was accepted into
the Army’s parachute effort which was just
beginning at Fort Benning, Georgia. There
Zip was among the first In the Army to
win his wings as a qualified barachutist.
le became successively S-2 and S-4 of the
Provisional Parachute Group,

In August 1942 Zip was glven  command
of the 507th Parachute Infantry Regiment
and was promoted to Colonel, AUS on Sep-
tember 25, 1942.

Zip's regiment was attached to the 824

_Airborne¢ Division for the Cross Channel in-
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SR - Raw: waéhapmed hud conﬁrmed m;the Christian faith in Lancaster, . ...
RO Minnesora He attendo-d gmde schoclin Lancaster and graduated from high ... - .. -
e ol in g ’"Ray contmu_ed h:s educatmn at the--.- e

A:thoughtﬁxl actora kind word may pas; ina:moment; but the warmth:
“aivd: care bek md lt zmlli'stay frt-our heam ﬁ)rwer 'I‘hank‘ yon ﬁ)r cm'mg:
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'Harris Machus: War hero also owned metro eateries

By JOEL THURTELL
FREE PRESS STAFF WRITER -

Harris Machus was a war hero
whose devotion to discipline
helped him es-
cape twice from °
the Germans in
World War ‘I
and later guided
him in building a
nationally

- ranked chain of
restaurants and
bakeries.

Mr.. Machus -
died of cancer . Harris
Tuesday in a Machus
Naples, - Fla,,
retirement home. He was 92.

Although his flagship restau-
rant, Machus Red Fox in Bloom-
field Township, won many nation-
al dining awards, the name
Machus Red Fox recalled for most
people the last place Teamsters
President Jimmy Hoffa was seen
alive'in 1975.

64Z.

Mr. Machus didn’t like that
kind of notoriety. “It just drove
him nuts,” said his son, Robert
Machus of Birmingham. “He
thought people would think he
was running a place for gangsters:

“My father was a very old-fash-
ioned, very focused, very strait-
laced kind of guy.” -

It was that very focused quality
of Mr. Machus’ character that
helped him accomplish the most

" dangerous feats of his life — his

escape not once, but twice from
the Germans who captured him
after his tank was destroyed in
northern Africa, said Robert Ma-
chus. ' . ’

He was awarded a Purple

Heart and Silver Star for acting -

with heroism when his tank was
hit. “As he got out of the burning
tank, he dragged with him one of
his crew,” said Robert Machus.

A captive of the Germans, Mr.

Machus made his first escape by-

knocking out the bars of a boxcar

window and leaping from a mov-

ing train in the Italian Alps. He hid
in the mountains for several
months before he was recaptured
by the Germans.

- He was in a prisoner of war
camp in eastern Germany during
the Russian advance. Each day, he
made a point of walking the camp
perimeter to keep in shape. When
the Germans marched the prison-
ers away from the Russian front,
Mr. Méchus again made a run for
it and walked through the Russian
lines to freedom.

“He was a very dis¢iplined guy.
In the prison camp, which was
very stressful, he gave up smok-
ing,” said Robert Machus.

A book, “Turmoil to Triumph,”
by Angus McKellar, focused on
Mr. Machus’ experiences.

Before the war, Mr. Machus
graduated from Michigan State

- University in 1932. At MSU, he

mingham just before World War

Tony Cipriani passes along the word that Craig Campbell passed away
on Feb 21, 2001.
Tony and Craig were captured on the same day in North Africa.
Craig was In the 9" Infantry Division and was part of the cadre for Oflag

IT and Elaine Machus ran the busi-
ness while her husband was a tank
commander and later POW.

Eventually, Machus Euter-
prises ran three bakeries and sev-
en restaurants.

Elaine Machus died in 1999.

Mr. Machus was president of
the Birmingham Chamber of
Comumerce and received the First
Citizen of Birmingham Award. He
was a director of Cranbrook Art
Academy and received an honor-
ary doctorate from Northwood In-
stitute. He also received a distin-
guished alumnus award from MSU.

Mr. Machus was president of
the National Restaurant Associa-
tion and served for 10 years as its
director.

Besides his son, Mr. Machus is
survived by two grandsons.

A memorial service will be Fri-
day at 11 a.m. in St. James Episco-

met Elaine Skimin, and they were pal Church in Birmingham..
married in 1934. Together, the - .
" couple started a bakery in Bir- Contact JOEL THURTELL at 248-

586-2609 or thurtell@freepress.com.

Duane A. "Andy " Johnson the son of Edward and Irene
{Rapp) Johnson was born October 1, 1916 in Red Oak Iowa.
He died on Sunday August 13, 2000 at the Montgomery
County Memorial Hospital. At the age of 83 years, 10 months,
and 12 days

Andy was united in marriage to Ardis Jungferman on June
*17, 1950 in Omaha, Nebraska. He served his country during
W.W. II entering with Company M 168" Infantry on June 24
1940, and served 5 years. He reccived his battlefield
commission January 30, 1943 during the African Campaign
he served in Italy and was taken prisoner in late 1943 and
escaped 3 times that later being in December 1944. He

" traveled east through German lines, fought with the Russian
Army, went through Poland and reached Odessa, and returned
home in 1945. In 1946 he reactivated the National Guard of
Red Oak lowa of which he served from 1947 to 1957, Andy
owned and operated J-D Oil Company from 1948 to 1972, He
was a member of Bethlehem Lutheran Church and the VFW
of Red Oak ,

Andy is survived by his wife Ardis of Red Oak, three sons
Steve of Red Oak, Mike of Ft, Wayne Indiana, and Ed of
Phoenix, Arizona. A daughter Nancy of Omaha and three
sisters, Madeline Dahlquist and Rosie Nelson both of Red Oak
and Helen Mrs. Mervin Dau of Oakland, Towa.

May God bless his memory and give strength to those who
mourn.

Grave Side Military Rites 1168" Transportation Co. Towa
National Guard.
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In Loving Memory Of
Duane A. "Andy" Johnson

Born
October 1, 1916
Montgomery County, Iowa
Entered Into Rest
August 13, 2000
Red Oak, Iowa

Services Held From The
Sellergren-Lindell-DeMarce Funeral Home
Red Oak, Towa
Tuesday, August 15, 2000 at 2:00 P.M.

Officiating
Rev. Myron Meyer

Honorary Bearers
Wade Dimmitt Bob Johnson

Homer Focht  Vernon Mainquist
Elwin Diehl Marvin Requist
Casket Bearers

Larry Heuer Gary Hartstack

Dick Smith Roger Carlson
Joe Conrad Denny Hartstack

Interment
Evergreen Cemetery Red Oak, Iowa
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The tragic ending acourred when Margot Greene went o

wake up her husband George about 6:30 AM Sunday
marning and found that he had passed way. She called
Emergency Medical Technicieng who told her that George

had robably passed sway as a result of an embolism ora -
stroke. N autopsy was performed in accordance” with

o

Gebrge's wishes. |
“George Inman Greene was b in Highland Park, 1L, on
I March 1921, He married Margor G. Taylor on 6 June

1969 in Bayiown, TX. He darved 2 Bachelors Depree in- |

TIairy Scipnce from the University of South Dakota and a
Musters Degree in Bacteriotogy from  lowa State

- University. He came on autive duty as s commissioned.
officer in July 1943 and served at Camp Hood, TX untit
he was sent 1o England as a replacemnent; In early August

1944, George was assigned to ifi‘jﬂipaﬂ}f- B, K23rd
Désirpyer Battation to replace Clyde W. Burton who had
been seversly wounded while serving as u platoon leader,

3rd platoon, on 26 July, George was captured on 7 Avgust |
while participating in the defense of the Mortain ures |
against the German atiack whose objective was- August |

1944, 1w cut off the 3rd US Army-at Avianche. According
to our hatialion history, George was last seen backing into
a building, firing & ealiber.30 machinegun from the hip.
* He was taken by the Germans 1o a prisoner of war (POW)
camp in Poland, dnd kept there until the approaching

 Soviet Army foreed the Germans 1o evacuate Altied §

| POWSs to the west, on foot; during the bitter cold of carly
- January 1943, Gearge ind other prisoners sulfered

----- — Original Message —-——-
Subject: Another POW gone forever
Date: Sat, 17 Feb 2001 17:23:01 EST
From: LoafersP@aol.com
To: JpK@mm.com

- extreme hardship while marching to the west, sleeping in
‘barns, and eating raw potatoes when they were lucky.
CGieorge told me he weighed around 90 pounds when he
was liberated. |

When Cicorge was released from the Service after
* lengthy hospitalization in January 1946, his decorations

included the Purple Hearn, the American Theater Ribbon,
the European Theaier of Operations Ribbon with three
bBronze battle stars, the WWII Victory Medal, the Croix de
Guerre, and the Prisoner of War Medal, In intervening
_yeass George served with the Exxon Company until he
retired after 3 12 year career. In Fredericksburg, he served
i onumerous locdl setivities as @ volunteer aml! was
‘especially active fo working with the St Vincent de Paul
Society, the Gillespie County Fair and  Festivities
Association, the American Ex-POW Associe- tion, the
Hill Country Exxon Annuitants Club and the 823rd Tank
Destrover Bamslion Association, and was 3 member of the
Veterans of Foreign Wars, )
George and Margot did muny essential tasks for the

association, Most. impontantly, they hauled our exiensive
memorabilia 1o reunions and took care of the hospitality
riom; 4 considerable task o itself,

In addition to his wife, he is &nﬁcd v his sister,
| Vera M. Newton of Lincoln, AR:fand nlmgroas relatives.
Funeral Services ware held on Friday, October 20th.
Interment  followed in  the Ureenwood  Cemetery,
Frederickshurg, Owr association sent a foral arrangement
with 4 ribbon which fead: *A Comrade of the 823rd TD
Bn.” Margot has sent @ thank you niteto me, adiressed to
atl members of our associzlion.

I recently received word from Earl Knuth's dau in law,that Earl had passed away in Sept, at his
home in Washington State., following a longillness. John was the SSO, 1st Bn, 422nd, and was
captured on 19 Dec 44, went thru Bad Orb to Hammelburg and finally on down to Moosburg.
Earl,Dick Morrisey (the singer), and | were all buddies- together thru most of our "stay”. | was the
German- speaker, Dick the morale keeper-upper, and Earl the maker and tender of the smokey
joe. How I'll miss him. I'm so glad that | was able to spend a day with him and his wife a few
years ago, in spite of living at opposite ends of the country. Earl retired as a light colonel andas a
high school teacher in the Yakima Wash. area. | believe he was a member of the association.
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