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REUNION NEWS- LAS VEGAS-1998

ALAN DUNBAR is still working hard
on the reunion in Las Vegas and has
everything in order. The attendance
looks like it will be a little more than

he had originally planned on. Probably
due to the special people that will be
there.

REUNION NEWS-MIAMI BEACH 1999.

SID THAL called ALAN DUNBAR and
told him that he would be unable to
attend this years reunion and that he
would not be able to host next years
reunion in Miami Beach.

This leaves a big hole in our plans.
Everybody think about this and we will
bring it up in our business meeting in
Las Vegas. We will need to resolve this
problem in Las Vegas, so the next host
can begin to make plans.
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LETTERS, LETTERS, LETTERS.

Letters are the lifeblood of the Item.
Letters arrive from all over the country
and each one of them is appreciated.

Occasionally, letters are received

that are unusual. There are several
letters in this issue from Gottfreid Dietz
that are in that category. For the
latecomers, Gottfreid Dietz was a German
soldier in the Guard Company at Oflag 64
There are several letters included in this
Issue of the ltem from him. | suppose

his letters could be classed as coming
from outside the wire and looking in

and all our letters would be from inside
the wire looking out. He has some very
interesting comments.

He can be reached at:

The John Hopkins University
3400 N. Charles Street
Baltimore, MD 21218-2685
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PUBL'CAT'ONS I NANKS 10 NESE UVIIVI O W s l ;.
' Postage Fund. |
Donations pay the bills for @
+Available Publications o 1t vye s
publishing/mailing.the ITEM o
The Waters Story $19.50 . ®
- John Miller John Stewart ®
My Tour of Russia $ 5.00 Robert Cheatham Kermit Hansen o
The Men of Oflag 64 §20.00 Vincent White Van Munson b
. Carl Christensen Vinton Thompson ®
The Oflag Directory $ 3.00 Newton Lantron Hervey Robinson <
| Oflag 64 Audio Tape $ 5.00 John Sutherland Florence Siercks e
O.L. Brad Bradford Edward Hirt - p :
Send requests for the above books, booklets, S:::g;gll;ﬂ::::er Onnor? ‘Hesksler ®
pamphlets. efc. to: Irving Yaroc e
. Caroll Higginbotham inaa
Bob Thompson Jofin C ege%h Lee Clingan e
7448 E. 68t Place onn Lr Robert Thompson e
Tulsa, OK 74133 Jane Graffagnino Gaither Perry e 5
Make checks for the above books to: Oflag 64 hCA:ttTewh?mlth 5\;’“ Lus\j\[enlfen Q9
Postage Fund ares voore arren Walters e
Garland Vaughn i i :
Additional Publications: ghn Michael Piecuh re
- Raymond Hughes Don Wernette e
In The Presence of Mine Enemies $10.00 Charles Eberle Walter Parks .
Send reguests and checks Hugh_ Hogan _ Gladys Aschim e -7
payable to Rose Daniel for the Marvin Chevalier Harry Albertson s
above book fo: Joseph Frelinghuysen  Ljllian Wright e
Mrs. Rose Daniel Jim Sherman Pat Waters .
5100 Sharon Road. Apt. 603 Jerome Alexis .
Charlotte, NC 28210-4720 n John Cramer e
eonard Feldman Stan Segal e
Gordon Smith James Iverson e
ESCAPE TO RUSSIA $35 Fred Livingston agnes McDonougt e
by H. Randolph “Boomer” Holder, Alfred Fratzke Charles Wilkinson e
is the story of Boomer ang ﬂGeo6r§e . Sam Hodges Albert Cecil .
.+ capture, life in Oflag 64, an : : ;
D e 10 Russia. With 48 Padraig O'Dea Virginia Durgin .
photos and canggls fro:? }”énff"é its Henry Desmond P.D. Lampru oy
282 pages are “The most dehmtiv Lewis Lowe i
description of life in a Nazi prison ] Banck Reid Ellsworth Q.
camp ever written,” critics say. It was ames bancker Carl Clawson e
written from his diary the first year he Mary Cupit Roger Euler 13
was home, but not published until this Donald Graul i ! q
~ decade. H. Randolph Holder lives at William C Gottfried Dietz. q
383 Westview Drive, ' lillam Lory 4_ohn Chapman i
Athens, GA 30606-43253-7 George Britto Errol Johnson : ~.
Telephone (706)549- Wilbur Sharpe -
. N
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Roy & Helen Chappell

Robert & Evelyn Oshlo
Kathy Beauchamp
Martin Keiser
Alan and Lilo Dunbar
® D Ed & Eiizabeth Batte
® Kames Bancker
Joe & Mary Barrett
® Joe Serringer
® Gene & Rosalie Liggett
® Jimmie Kanaya
® H. Randolph & Clementi Holder
® Don & Lucy Lussenden
Irv Yarock
Robert & Gladys Thompson
® O.L.Bradford
Tom & Eleanor Miller
® Walt & Gloria Heisler
o Rod & Elanor Peeples
® Fred & Rose Livingston
® Ed & Peg Graff
® Ray Klinkenborg
® Herm & Lucille Littman
@ Major Abe & Eileen Baum
@Fat & Martha Waters
.Carroll Higginbotham
Royal & Harriet Lee
.Clarence Meltesen
Jack Rathbone

.Juliet Rathbone Gionfrido (Jack's daughter)

uanne Kennedy
®im & Emily Bickers -
B cwis & Janet Lowe
®Charlie Lowe
@ rank Diggs
@Marvin & Faye Chevalier
@'erry & Marjorie Alexis
.Daul Lampru

Jim Shermqn,Jeff Sherman,Mila Emerson

THE FOLLOWING PEOPLE HAVE PAID THEIR REGISTRATION FEES
AND WILL BE AT THE LAS VEGAS REUNION IN SEPTEMBER

Ted & Adele Pawloski

Charles Eberle

Dr. Vince Di Francesco

Maria & Wayne Christman(daughter & son-in-law of Dr. Vince)

Marcia Kanners ( widow of Vic Kanners)
‘Bill & Dot Warthen
‘Ellen Warthen (daughter of Bill & Dot)

Don Graul

Virginia Durgin (widow of George)

Evelyn Korber ( widow of Bill)
Mary Mason (daughter of Evelyn Korber)
Don & Cassie Waful

Bill & Duna Harrell
Debbie & Jim Livingston
(daughter & son-in-law of Bill & Duna Harrell)
Charles & Francis Moore :

Carl & Betty Clawson
Tom & Sue Lawson
Albert & Dorothy Cecil
Carl Bedient

Lester & Edith Edsall
John & Agnes O’Connor
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Editor

Bob Thompson
7448 E. 68th Place
Tulsa, Ok. 74133

Guest Editor
Irving Yarock
61 Barclay St.
Worcester, Ma 01604

Pat Bender
7039 McCallum St.
Philadelphia, Pa 19191

Bret Jot_:
3322 Washburn Ave. N
Minneapolis, Mn 65412

Treasurer

Joe Seringer

1930 Edwards
Wooster, OH 44691

Mailing List

Carl Christensen

9 Pine Ridge Dr.
Whispering Pines, NC 28327

1998 Reunion Chairman
Alan Dunbar

4676 Green Canyon Dr.
Las Vegas, NV 89103-4386



Reunion Information-Ofiag 64-Sept. 14 1998 to Sept 18, 1998

Rio Suite Hotel and Casino

Las Vegas, Nevada
Reservations Dept. 1-888-746-7482

Reunion Chairman

Alan Dunbar

4675 Green Canyon Drive
Las Vegas, NV 89103-4386
1/702-874-5046

PROGRAM FOR THE OFLAG 64 REUNION 14 SEPT TO 18 SEPT 1998
RIO SUITE HOTEL AND CASINO- LAS VEGAS NEVADA

Monday 14 September 1998
Early Arrivals

Tuesday 15 September 1998
9 AM Registration Brasilia Room
Wednesday 16 September 1998
11 AM Brasilia Room Lunch
2 PM Board busses for Stratosphere
X PM Depart Stratosphere when we are ready
Evening meal on your own

Thursday 17 September 1998
9 AM Continental breakfast /Business Meeting in Flamengo Room
10 AM Hammelburg discussions with Major Abe Baum-everybody welcome
6:30 PM Cash bar will be open in Brasilia prior to dinner dance
7:00 PM Dinner Dance-no speakers
8:00 PM Dancing until we want to stop
Door prizes will be given out after the dinner

Friday 18 September 1998
9:00 AM Breakfast Brunch
Memorial Service- Chaplain from Nellis AFB
Farewells until we meet again in 1999
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MAIL CALL

GEORGE PATTON WATERS of Mt. Pleasant, SC. will join us at Las Vegas with his wife
Martha. Name sound familiar? Yes, he’s General Johnny Water’s son. He says he's excited
about meeting us as he credits us with helping keep Johnny alive. Frankly, many of us feel it's
the other way around. Johnny could be a close friend, but still realized his responsibility as an
Army officer and as Executive Officer in the camp. He was the true epitome of the finest
example of what we look for in the Army, and he was responsible for many of us keeping our
self-respect and morale just by using him as an example. For those few who didn’t know him,
he was a lieutenant colonel, second in command at Oflag 64. He was hit by a sniper at
Hammelburg, spent a year in the hospital, and then, over the years, was promoted to a four-
star general. We'll look forward to meeting “Pat” and Martha. He sent along an extra
generous contribution to the Postage Fund. If anyone wants to send any of their personal
experiences with Johnny, the address is: 412 Rice Hope Dr., Mt. Pleasant, SC 29464.

STAN SEGAL of Bakersfield, CA, sent along a contribution to the P.F. With Las Vegas close
by, can we count on you being at the reunion? _

HERMAN LITTMAN, Spokane, WA, will be with us at Las Vegas. He and Lucy are regulars,
and it will be nice to see them. Herm must have jumped one time too many or his parachute
didn't open, because he has had to have knee replacements. He and Lucy went to Europe in
May. Wonder if he had trouble getting through the airport security. If you don't tip them off that
the metal making the beeper go off is your knees, that's the last place they look, after about

on-half hour.

JACK STEWART, Lincoln, NE, writes that he doesn’t know very many of us because he
almost didn’t make it. He arrived at Oflag 64 in November and marched out with us in January.

Great chance to meet us.now by coming to Las Vegas. Thanks for your contribution to the
Postage Fund.

MIKE PIECUCH, Newport, MA, sent along a check for the P.F. How about joining us in Las
Vegas?

WARREN WALTERS, Columbus, GA, sent along & nice check for the P.F. Many thanks -
Losing my memory with age — weren't you “Bucky” ? How about “Wildcat™? Is he around?

Last saw him in the late 50's when he was at Governor's Island.



. LILLIAN WRIGHT (Mrs. Bill), Catonsville, MD - Thanks for the P.F. donation. She has asked
for a roster, so some of you may get letters from her. Bill refused to talk about his POW days, -

“and she's looking for information.

NEWT LANTROM, Mesa, AZ. Thanks for the PF. check. How about Las Vegas? |don't have
amap in front of me, but AZ & NV can't be too far apart. When we visited Oflag 64 in 1970,
your home, 3A, had been demolished. Wonder what the contractor thought when tons of dirt
(from the tunnel) suddenly dropped? Question? Do you work in the kitchen, or didn’t you tell

your wife you had experience?

WALTER PARKS, M.D. is lonesome. Know anyone who was in 64-Z. He was, and keeps
checking our roster for a familiar name. If you can help, his address is 7406 Curly Leaf cv,
Austin, TX. Thanks for the contribution to the P.F. Of course, if you come to Las Vegas, you'll

make many new friends.

DON WERNETTE, Mecoste, MI. Thanks for the P.F. check. Don complains that he's getting
older and more deaf. Know anyone who isn't? | only know one way to prevent that, and no
one ever came back to tell us if it's any better, s0 stick it out.Can you and Vi make Las Vegas?

JEAN CHISTENSEN (Mrs. Robert) - If any of you have been corresponding, Jean has moved
to 2101 South Garfield Avenue, Apt 231, Loveland, CO 80537. She is looking for a copy of
Escape from Hammelburg, if anyone has an extra. (IY-I'm not familiar with that. The only
book | know of about Hammelburg was Baum's book. If that's the one she wants, he might

have some. Bob passed away in 1995.

JOE BARRETT - someone sent along the story of the realiétic re-enactment of the Battle of
the Bulge because Joe Barrett’s name was init. Ifit's our Joe, someone with a helicopter had
to transport him from Oflag 64. Our Joe is from NJ, not PA. The show was at Indiantown Gap.

JOHN CRAMER, Penn Hills, PA — “Slick” can’t make it to Las Vegas this year, but did send
along a check for the P.F. Thanks! ,

JOHN CREECH, Columbus, NC, sent a note to correct his P. 0. Box #. It's 578. He hopes to
make it to Las Vegas. Sometimes | wonder how many Oflag 64 residents know how much they
owe John. John was the guy who spent all his time in the “greenhouse” growing vegetables
and overseeing our litle garden piots to supplement our marginally acceptable potatoes and
normally rotten cabbage. Our illness ratio in camp was amazingly low because of him. John is
asking about CLARENCE FERGUSON. How about you Texas boys putting on a little pressure
and getting him to Las Vegas. His address is 202 Karl Clayton Drive, Grosebeck, TX 76642.
Clarence was LTC Schaefer & Lt Shmitz’s lawyer and wrote a book called
“Kriegsgefangener” about his experience. As we have found out since from our German
“mole”. the verdict was dictated from Berlin even before the trial. | (1Y) always suspected that
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COL Drake was sent home because they didn’'t want him at the trial.

HANK PERRY, Novelty P.O., OH 44072, says there is some confusion as to his street address:
7805 Kinsman Road and 7805 Rte 87 are both the same street, so you can use either one.

South Carolina checked in! EARL SMOAK called from Beaufort a coup(le of days ago and

would like to hear from somebody that he was with. He started on that long cold march and
after 8 or 9 days he took a ride on one of those fancy convertible (no top) steel box cars to

Luckenwald. He lives about 25 miles off 1-95 and would like to welcome any of you that are
down that way. Thanks for calling, Earl. Are you going fo make it to Las Vegas?

Earl can be contacted at: 73 Sunset Blvd.
Beaufort, SC. 29902
1/843-522-0044

VINCE DIFRANCESCO of Bethesda, MD. writes that they will be with us at Las Vegas. He
writes that he attended a ceremony at his Post Office at which a POW/MIA flag designed by
the National League of Families and approved by Congress was raised. See details elsewhere

in this issue.

REID ELLSWORTH of Chandler, AZ., writes to tell of .meeting members of a family in [taly that
he lived with for a time They met by chance at a gas station. Full story elsewhere. Thanks for
the contribution to the postage fund.

IRV YAROCK from Worcester, MA. had the same experience as Ellsworth. He was in

~ Greensboro, NC and remembered the wife of a fellow he helped to escape from ltaly to

Germany. He didn’t have the wife’s maiden name or address. He walked down the street, saw
a woman on the porch, approached her and said “ would you happen to know someone named
Edward Griffin?” Her reply, | have a son-in-law by that name’. She called her daughter out,
she was the one, and Edward had made good his escape and was back on duty. People who
were in P.G. 21 will remember him. Thanks for the contribution to the postage fund.

EDWARD A. GRAF, of Grand Rapidé, MI and his wife PEG will be with at Las Vegas. They

~ attended the ceremonies at Andersonville and were quite impressed.

“BOOMER” HOLDER of Athens, GA sends an interesting patriotic article and reminds us that
he still has copies of his book “Escape to Russia’ for sale at $35.00. Why not bring some
copies to Las Vegas?.

GLADYS‘ASCHIM, of Rockford, IL. Writes to thank the many friends of Bob for their letters
and cards of condolence on Bob' loss. He had a really rough time. She is having another of
several Glaucoma operations so she won't be at Las Vegas.
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IDA CLARK of Lincoln NE has written asking for pictures of our plaque at
Andersonville. Bill Warthen sent them. She asks why "Andersonville?' Thought
everyone knew that Andersonville was a famous Civil War POW Camp. Wayne has had
a really rough time. Had a stroke, but still has fairly good past memory, and if anyone
near there can stop in and see him, you'd be doing a good deed. Contact Ida at 4825

So. 69t Street, ZIP Code 68516.

CHARLES WILKINSON of Model CO. has lived at his current address for 35 years and

was recently notified by the Post Office that his street doesn't exist. Anyway, he’s still

an active cattle rancher (Herefords) but gave into age and is driving an all terrain .
_vehicle instead of a horse. Las Vegas can't be too far, how about it? Thanks for the

contribution to the P.F.-

JIM IVERSON of Villa Park, IL is aiso having trouble with the Post Office. Jim doesn'’t
show in the “Red” book and his note is on a card showing the Vietnam Wall. How about
showing up at Las Vegas to straighten us out. Thanks for the P.F. check.

Letter from ROY and HELEN CHAPPELL. They are at their summer roost at
Cloudproft, New Mexico. They are there to escape the heat in Dallas. | don’t know
why- it's only been around 105 to 110 for the last few weeks. They are coming to Las
Vegas, so maybe the cool weather in New Mexico, will put them in an good mood.

VIRGINIA DURGIN of Sacramento, CA whose husband George is deceased and was
one of the oldtimers who was caught in Africa, is coming to Las Vegas to be with us.
Thanks for the donation to the postage fund.

KERMIT HANSEN of Elkhorn, NE will still be in his summer home in Estes Park, CO
where he entertains his brood., spouses and grandchildren and doesn't say whether
he'll be at Las Vegas. Kermit was in the banking business. Maybe that's why he's
getting a defibrillator, while common folks have ordinary pacemakers.

AGNES McDONOUGH, of Hempstead, NY writes a long letter about here husband "RED” who
died in 1991 He was captured in Sept. of '44, was sent to Oflag 64 and got back through
Odessa. He and she were treated pretty badly by the VA, and with the recent cuts we can
expect more of that. The only answer | know is to really put pressure on your congressman.
Agnes is alone, asked to be taken off the mailing list because her eyes are bad, and she sent a
donation to the postage fund. She also sent some D-Day pictures which will be in the
Hospitality Room at Las Vegas. If anyone lives nearby, she sure would appreciate a telephone
friend. The address is 35 Elk St. #9C, Hempstead, NY. 11550.

CARL CLAWSON, of Newport Beach. CA writes that he will come to Las Vegas. |hanks 101
the contribution to the P.F.

Maca000000000000000000000000000000000000000¢
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P.D.LAMPRU says “see you in September”. (IY-don’t think I've seen him Barracks 3A- hope he
makes it.) Thanks for the postage fund donation.

AL CECIL of Arlington, Texas—Just a short hop for you to Las Vegas—Thanks for the postage
fund donation

Received a nice letter from GOTTFRIED DIETZE plus some letters he received from some of
our comrades. All of the correspondence we have is in this issue of the ltem. There are some
very interesting comments in his letters. He was in our German Guard Company at Oflag 64
and survived the war. He was befriended by Tony Lumpkin, Amon Carter and Col. Goode,
and probably others. He was at Newport, but as far as | know was not introduced to the crowd,
so most people didn't know he was there. Maybe he will come to Las Vegas. He also sent
along a contribution to our postage fund, which was appreciated.

Received some correspondence from HERB GARRIS which was very enlightening. He
enclosed 2 letters from Gottfreid Dietze which are included with this issue. Herb’s best friend
of all these many years (Ethelene), has been having health problems and she is recovering,
but not enough that Herb can come to the reunion in Las Vegas. In his last letter he said he

" would not be in Las Vegas because of Ethelene’s health problems. -He will be missed and we

all pray for Ethelene’s recovery. Herb contacted Gottfried Dietze and invited him to come to
the reunion. Hopefully, he will be there, but class schedules and other school matters may
prevent him from coming.

FAIRES WADE, Corpus Christi, wrote a nice letter about his Hammelburg experience. He is
now a law partner of Lt Nutto, one of Major Baum's Company Commanders, on the
Hammelburg Raid. His letter is very interesting and makes you realize what a small world we
live in. Thank you for writing and we hope to see you at one of our reunions

Heard from ROGER EULER, Columbus Ind. He enclosed a donation to the postage fund
which is appreciated..

Heard from JOHN SANFORD, La Canada, Ca. John has never been to a reunion, because of
the conflict with his business. Thanks for your letter, John, and your donation to the postage
fund is appreciated.

ERROL JOHNSON, New Haven, KY checks in with a contribution to: postage fund. Errol is
one of the Hammelburgers that rode on a half-track that night on the recon patrol. He won't be
at the reuinion, because of a conflict with his dlwsnons reunion (88M Inf). Thanks for the

" donation to the postage fund.
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Sell. DEHL HUW, LI PAy g -Freo. L wdu id,

my own heat and lights and so forth.
I lived with my parents until they died.
[ dated for a while and then, [ don't ‘

. know. The war came along and [ nevey -

! * really got too deep into that. .

I v ,
Irving Yarock, holding 2 . @

! - pholw of hin‘\iself at his | was happy being busy. . ..

: college graduation in <t ti o ably

l 1955 e iter Evelyn The best time wis probably ‘the college

| berts. days, because you have no worries of any

! WORUESTER kind. The worst part. while I was in the ‘

service, I was a prisoner of war for 27
months. [ was lucky in that I was caprured .
on the German side and not the Japanese - .
side. There was a big difference in treat-
ment. The Germans were not as bal. ... :
[ had a very interesting experience.
when [ was first captured. [ had dog tags . B
of the previous company commander who'd :
been killed a few weeks earlier. And [ had . :
my own. And mine said “H" on it. tor He- .
brew. And [ couldn’t make up my mind -
what to do with them. I had thought per- .
Q

haps of using his, but I had just finished

sending a letter to his parents saying he

wus dead. And then suddenly what if his

name showed up again on one of those ‘

prisoner-of-war lists? So I ended up throw- ‘
|

ing them both into the Mediterranean
when I crossed over. ...

1 wasir't sure whaut [ was going to o, and

my father asked it [ wanted to go into the
store, and [ didn't say yes vight away. My
mother came to me and told me he hadn’t
slept since. [ didn’t have anything particu- .
lar in mind. so [ said OK. And [ did-every-
thing. Delivering. Repairing. Selling. Col- .
lecting. It wus a credit business. But. the
problem with the eredit business isiff

you're going to make any real money.

you've got to be more like a banker than [
was. You get to know the people - and my
father wus the same before me - and they
were more like family. So if somebody \\'us.
sick. you didn't call on them. That type of
thing. ‘ '

IRVING J. YAROCK, 81

rring Yamck took veer his father’s Star
Trading Co. in Worcester after his re-
turn from World War 1. But his heart

P

BILL WARTHEN'S
SON IN MASS. SENT
THIS TO BILL AND
BILL FORWARDED IT
ONTO BE
PUBLISHED IN THE
ITEM.

weas never i finrniture sales: he enjoyed.

instead. volunteer work, and he's spent a
lifetime colunteering in his uative city. To
do s0. he's kept his tastes simple, his living
costs dowens in fact, he still vents the apait-
ment i a triple decker that his fanily
moved into when he was 8 yearsold. [reing
uever married. “Whi not? The spark nevey
hit, [ gness.™

I was born on 36 Minden St. in
Waorcester. When I was 8 yews old. we
moved to 531 Barkley 3t., which was just a
block away. And I've been living there ever
since. Just renting. I never bought the
house. Us u three-decker house.

. We had a small furniture store. My
futher started out in the vld days. like most
of the immigrants coming over. peddling
firom house to house.

We moved when [ was 3. and we were
neading into the Depression. The bank had
all kinds of property, and [ still remember
the hank manager trying.to convinee my
father to tuke it for nothing. But my father
had a bad experience one time with real es-
tate. He woulln't touch it.

My rent” That's an intevesting thing.
i cun remember when it was 330, And ['ve
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We never made any real money there.
and T was never too happy in the business
anyway.

[ started before the war. In 1941 Twas
called into the service, and in 1946 [ re-
turned and [ picked up again at the store.

Then around 1969, my folks had died .
and [ didn’t particularly like it.so [ closed
it down. That was the end of it. ... ‘

I've been trying to wind things down. .
['ve been trying for the last two years to
cut out things, so I do have more time to
myself. In fact. in another month. [ goofT

the board of the United Way. If T can heh‘ ;

it. T won't pick up another one.

[ just want to be able to go home and ‘ -

take a nap it [ want to. Ov goto & movie.

Or do something for myself. rather than §
for someone else. and ['ve done plenty t'm-.
others....

[ don’t need much. I don’t want to ret
that apartment that was in the paper the
other day, the one in New York Citr ot
for- 3100.000 & month. {'m not interested 1
that.

[ have simple needs. and [ tlon't have
any veal obiivations. This frees me up. &t
[ like being abie to help peovle. . .
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Ellen Bryan,

never a Scout,

but 70-year Girl Scout leader

By Kay Powell
STAFF WRITER

Ellen Bryan, 93, of Atlanta, a
Girl Scout leader for 70 years,
was quick to tell anyone that she
almost knew Juliette Gordon
Lowe, who founded the organi-
zation in 1912

Mrs. Bryan never was a Girl
Scout but received the organiza-
tion’s highest

Thanks
Badge, in
1048 after |
becoming &
Girl Scout
leader in the
late 1920s,
said her
daughter, ¢
Newell gyan

Tozzer of

Atlanta. In 1997, the Northwest
Georgia Girl Scout Council
named a lake at Camp Timber
Ridge near Austell in Mrs. Bry-
an's honor and made her its first
emeritus board member in 1996.

Mrs. Bryan died Monday of

congestive heart failure at Pied-
mont Hospital. The funeral will
be at 2:30 p.m. today at St.
Luke's Episcopal Church. HM.
Patterson & Son, Spring Hill, is
jn charge of arrangements.
" Through her mother, a mem-
ber of the first Atlanta Girl
Scout board, and a cousin,
Atlanta’s first Girl Scout com-
missioner, Ellen Hillyer Newell
Bryan became involved in
Scouting. )

Two of Mrs. Bryan's proudest
achievements in her Scouting
work were her roles in bringing
black girls into the organization
and in saving the Lowe house in

* Savannah. said Mrs. Tozzer.

During World War IL Sadie
Mays, wife of Dr. Benjamin E.
Mays, the late president of
Morehouse College. contacted
Mrs. Bryvan about establishing
Girl Scout troops for black girls.
said Mrs. Tozzer. Mrs: Bryan-is
credited with opening the orga-
pization to blacks.

In' the early 1950s. Mrs.
Bryan learned that the historic
Lowe home in Savannah ‘was

scheduled for demolition to cre-
ate a parking lot, said Mrs. Tozz-
er. Long-distance telephoning
was rarely used except for
emergencies in those days, she
added, but her mother called all
over the country to raise money
to preserve the house.

Mrs. Bryan was the Atanta
Girl Scout Council’s third com-
missioner, .now called director,
and served on the regional
poard and then the national
board 1945-1954 and 1959-1966.

Her late husband, Wright
Bryan, editor of The Atanta
Journal, was a prisoner of war

during World War IL Mrs. .

Bryan thought she should be
doing war work, but made her

commitment to the Girl Scouts. :

ughe really believed in Girl
Scouting for the girls of Ameri-
ca” said Mrs. Tozzer. “She was
saying that in speeches she was
giving two years ago..”

Mrs. Bryan also recalled
entertaining Lady Astor during
an Atlanta visit Lady Astor,
after dinner one night, insisted
that Mrs. Bryan telephone
«Gone With the Wind” author
Margaret Mitchell and invite
her over. Mrs. Bryan did, and
Mrs. Mitchell sat drinking bour-
bon and talking with Lady Astor
deep into the night.

Columnist Celestine Sibley
remembered a late-night get-
together during a Georgia Press
Association convention in Ath-
ens. “The night 1 met Ellen Bry-
an, nobody couid sit on the ped
because she was standing in the
middle of it, bouncing and sing-
ing,™ Bs. Sibley wrote in 1997
“She had her shoes off, a plain.
middle-aged woman, but merry
with infectious party hurnor.”

Survivors other than her
daughter include another daugh-
ter, Marylane Sullivan of Cleve-
land: a son, William Wright
Bryan Jr. of Atlanta; six grand-
children; and six
great-grandchildren.

In lieu of flowers, the family
requested that contributions be
made to the Northwest Georeia
Girl Scout Council, 100 Edge-
wood Ave. NE, Suite 1100.
Atlanta, GA 30303-3068.

PAGE 11
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[ like you to know that he went to be with his Lord ]
[ onMay 21st, 1096. Martha will contnue to live
F at the family home in Redlands. ﬁ
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Lt. James D. Cooney,

Sebastian, FL

Died April 25, 1998 |

Jim was a Ranger with the 15t Ranger Bn and was
captured at Cisterna, Italy on Jan 30, 1944

(Anzio Beachhead)

Lt. Dallas Smith

Died in 1997

Dallas was with the 335t Infantry, 84t Division
and was captured 29 November 1944

Dallas was one of the few that made it back to the
American lines after the Hammelburg Raid.

\
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Dear Bob,

First I must explain that at
the time of your communication,
I was out of the state, and now
that I'm back, I have.a job of
catch up to do.

When I was in Italy evading capture
for two and one half months, I
was told from time to time that
a partisan pand was in the hills
in the area. I made no effort
to make contact, though, because
I was intent on trying to get down
and through the combat lines and
into American control. After capture,
and whilé in a Civilian jail, I
wag confronted by a "big" Italian
Fascist (about 6/ 6", and about
260 or 270 pounds) who apparently
believed that I had been working
with a partisan band. He asked
where my "camp" was. I laughed

et him, and he slucged me. I—&=d

get from me was name, rank anc
serial number. Before he lefc,
he told me that he wculd be back
at 5:00 the next morning and that
then I would talk or I'd never ?
talk again-{fomewhat of a threat,
I thought). BE= Gidn't see him .
the next morning but was moved .
from the jail to a tamporary camp
near
then sent up to Germany and eventually

to Oflag 64.

Spoletoc from which we wers !

You are doing a boble job being

Editor of the news le:te__:_.-j"\anks R
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EPILOGUE III

On Saturday, June 28, 1997 Lela, my wife, and I began a
summer trip from Arizona enroute through Las Vegas, Nevada and
the States of Utah, Washington, and Tdaho to visit with friends and
family. We stopped at Kingman in northem Arizona to refuel before
continuing on to Nevada. Lela went into the restroom while [ was
refilling the gas tank. While there, she approached the washbasin. A
young woman behind her hesitated. Lela moved over and invited the
young woman to move up saying that there was plenty of room.
Haltingly the woman.said " .. donot.. understand”. Lela, in ltalian.
but without thinking that the young woman might be Italian said "Mi
Scusi” (Excusc Me) w which the young woman asked "Tu parli
Italiano?". Lela responded "Si” (Yes). The two then proceeded to g0
outside where the young husband was waiting and where | was
finishing refilling the tank. ‘

As | had joined the three of them, there were questions as 0
how we were able t0 speak ltalian. Lela answered that we had spent
twO years as missionaries of The Church of Jesus Christ of Lanter-day
Saints in Italy. The young woman then asked where, to which Lela
answered Rome. The young lady then said that Rome was her home.

* Further talking I explained that [ had been shot down in

Northern Italy and had evaded caprure for some time traveling from
near Milano (Milan) to near Rome. ['asked if they were familiar with
the city named Rieti. As would appear, they were surprised that I was
familiar with Rieti. [ then asked if they by chance knew of Rocea
Sinibalda. In a very, very surprised voice the husband repeated the
name of the village. It was obvious from his tone of voice that he was
very familiar with the area. 1 then asked if by chance he was familiar
withsthe family name Cenciotti. Again, in what appeared almost
amazement, he said the Cenciomti name is one of the best-known
names in the area. : .

He then explained that his home had been at Rocea Sinibalda.
and that as a young boy his grandmother had related to the
grandchildren that during WWTI the Cencioti's had had an American
soldier live with them at their home for.some time.

"That was 111", 1 exclaimed.
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We told them that we had the good fortune of being able to
visit with the Cenciotti family in Italy in 1988. The almost incredible
encounter with this young Italian couple, Massimo and Loredana
Silvi, was an emotional one, occurring almost fifty-four years after
my being cared for and provided for by the family Cenciotti. This
latter family T consider nearly as my own family. It would almost
seem that this encounter in Kingman, nearly half a world away from
their home, was meant to be.

To the Cenciotti family I am greatly indebted, as was the
Apostle Paul in early New Testament times, as related in the book of
Acts, eighteenth chapter, second and third and eighteenth verses, and

. the book of Romans, sixteenth chapter, third and fourth verses in the
New Testament section of the Bible. Paul referred to those who had
Joined the Church of Jesus Christ in Rome and in other countries as
Saints, and specifically in the mentioned scriptures, he sent his
greetings to Aquilla and Priscilla, "who have for my life laid down -
their own necks" and this is the same as did the family Cenciotti in a
very real sense for my well being, and for this I hold a great love for
them. ,

Giovanni Battista has now been gone perhaps for twenty

years. Clarice, his wife, was approximately ninety years old when we
were able to meet with the family in its entirety in 1988. She too is

now gone. But the children of Giovanni and Clarice are now a

generation older than the young Silvi couple who brought back so
many poignant memories.

in the escape kits issuea tous for each of our combat
bombing missions were excentionally good es-~ase mans.
this last mission we had fwo mavs, one for Horthern Italy and
into rrance. The other was for the #ngth of Italy, which 1 used.
As I stayed with the Uencic:»tti family, I gave them the northern man,
vhich they framed and ou: unier glass, and which is nov h-=nzinm on
the wall of the home of a daughter who was cnlylé rears old 2t the time

that I was with the family. +e have had a letter and nictures fron

the counle we encountered in Torthern Arizona,

heome and shown the man . If*s a small worle, isn't it%
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FAIRES P. WADE
Attorney At Law
3150 South Alameda Street
Corpus Christi, Texas 78404

Telephone

July 31, 1998 512-884-9389

Mr. Robert Thompson
7448 East 68th Place
Tulsa, Oklahoma 74133

Dear Mr. Thompson:

I was at Hammelburg when Major Baum and his troops arrived
just before dark. Col. Waters had already been wounded. I did
not meet Major Baum but I was standing beside the jeep of Major
Stiller, the aide to Gen. Patton who reached somebody at Gen.
Patton's Headquarters and reported that Col. Waters had been
seriously wounded. Among other things, Major Stiller was told
to make his way back to American lines the best way he could.
I immediately got on one of the 6 half tracks and in the night-
time we started in what they thought was the direction of the
front lines but all of the half tracks ran low on gas and the
half tracks were placed in defensive positions where we were
recaptured by the sixteen year old German youths who were
students at a nearby military school. I was wounded not
seriously in the altercation. The tanks held out until day-
light the next day. We were taken back to Hammelburg where
we stayed for a day or so or maybe a week when we were liberated
by the 13th or 14th Armored Division.

I was returned to the U.S. in June and was released from
active duty at Ft. Bragg in November 1945.

I came to Corpus Christi to resume my practice of law.
About 5 years ago, I became associated with William Nutto in
practicing law. He was the Company Commander under Capt. Baum
and was seriously wounded in the altercation at Hammelburg. He
was taken to a German hospital where he stayed until the war was
over. Bill Nutto and I were written up in the Corpus Christi
Caller-Times about the Hammelburg operation, If I can find a
copy, I will enclose it herewith. Bill is in good health and
we are still practicing law from adjoining offices.

Sincerely yours,

jFaires P. Wade

I

FPW/ag
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' Bonnie l.1-oto staff
Eugene Cook, an Air Force pilot and former World War Il prison- Randoiph Holder spent nearly two years in @ prison camp in
n a Nazi flak school next Poland after his tank caught fire during @ mission in Tunisia,

er of war, holds a banner that girls wore i
to his prison camp. North Africa. Behind him are his military medals.

prisoners carried out Fourth of July celebrations

their spirits.

“ive had a little gathering and im-
promptu speeches and the Germans didn't
Ak i bless us for it at all.” Cook said.

i The speeches were “just reminding the
' ) troops that this was the Fourth of July and
that we were lucky to be alive and able to
celebrate it.”

Cook and the other prisoners made lit-
| tle American flags out of a British canvas
% -u §] duffel bag and some colored pencils the
Red Cross had sent them. About a third of

m Former POWS feel true meaning of '
Fourth of July is lost. Story on Back Page.

By Joanna Soto
Staff Writer

On July 4. 1944. thousands of American
soldiers tried to remember and honor the
independence their families had. but that
they did not. They found that the notion of
freedom is much sweeter when you're
standing behind barbed wire and walls.

YT

_ e and ne Cook, left, and Randolph Holder : - : .
“The Fourth of July celebrations I had  shown in their prisoner identification photos. g?téﬁogss%is&ng: sl;'lnﬁno:l!x{sfncggttlg e“iﬁie-

%
Euge
were rather subdued when I was at war . ] ] )

town to be ridiculed. He was hospitalized day. the British soldiers joined in the fes-

because I was in a POW cage.” said Eu- ay
for the gunshot wounds and then managed tivities.

gene Cook. 77. @ former Air Force pilot : 0 1 : )
and World War II prisoner of war. to sneak into a prison camp to avoid being  ° *We had no fireworks. of course. and
“Unfortunately. right at that time in killed by civilians or other soldiers. we had impromptu small flags that we
ame He was a prisoner in Barth. Germany, made and displayed. The Germans didnt

h. but they pretty much

1944. we were extremel: short on rations. 1€ was a
So we weren't too exuberant. but we did until being liberated by Russian troops on  like that too muc
assemble.” Cooksaid. - . May 1. 1945, ' left us alone.” Cook said.
Cook and Randolph Holder. 31. both Holder was captured Feb. 19, 1943. in For Holder and his fellow prisoners. ;
know what it's like to celebrate Indepen- Tunisia. North Africa. when pullets hit his  getting permission to stage a Fourth of :
dence Day from inside enemy lines. The tank and started a fire. He was held in a July celebration was a bit more difficult.
two men. who both live in Athens. spent prison camp in Poland until he escaped The German prison commander refused to
almost two years in German prisoner.of Jan. 26. 1945. Holder and another prisoner allow any festivities until he was told that
war camps. spent five days between German and the Fourth of J uly celebrates the Amerl-
The B-17 bomber Cook was flying was Russian battle lines before they were able can defeat of the British. )
shot down over Germany near the Bel- to escapeto Russia and find a way back Thinking that a show of patriotism by
gium border during a bombing run on home. the American prisoners would signify dis-
Aug. 17. 1943. After surviving the crash. Their Independence Day celebrations unity between the allies. the German
Cook was shot by a German Soldier and 1B the prison camps were not filled with
paraded around the sireets of a nearby POMP and pageantry. but they did lift Please see PRISONERS on Back Page

nArQC 1A



Page 10A ~ ATHENS DAILY NEWS/BANNER-HERALD, Saturday, July 4. 1998

POWs: True meaning of holiday is getting lost

By Joanna Soto
Staff Writer

For many people. the Fourth
of July celebrates cookouts and
vacations rather than indepen-
dence. However, the true mean-
ing of the holiday is not lost on

« those Americans who fought and

suffered on foreign soil during
war.
For the holiday. it's a time of
remembrance and contemplation
on the benefits we've received
from different people at different
times.” said Eugene Cook. a for-
mer Air Force pilot and World
War I prisoner of war. *'I think
it's a time for reflection on what
various and sundry people have
done to serve their country from
the time of the Revolutionary
War.”

“We think more about patrio-
tism. There is a one-line phrase
that says everything about sol-
diers. ‘For those of us who fought

for it. freedom has a flavor that
the protected will never know.'”
said Randolph Holder. a former
tank commander and World War
11 prisoner of war.

Cook said that on holidays like
Independence Day and Memorial
Day, he always thinks about the
other nine members of his B-17
bomber crew who were killed in
the war.

~1 just wish that our population
as a whole could realize what that
sacrifice meant.” Cook said
somberly.

William Fletcher. 76. an Air
Force B-17 pilot and former POW
in World War I1. shares Cook’s de-
sire to remember the soldiers
who died in defense of the coun-
trv. Their sacrifice makes nation-
al holidays sacred.

“Thinking about all of the
young men who lost their lives in
those wars. It makes it significant
for anyone who takes these things
into consideration.” said Fletcher.

a Nicholson resident.

Many veterans are troubled by
the complacency of Americans
today when it comes to freedom
and patriotism. They believe peo-

- ple don't treasure those concepts

much anymore because they
haven’t been threatened by war
or other armed conflicts in such a
fong time.

I think the farther we get
away from conflicts like World
War II and Korea — and it's been
over 20 years since Vietnam — a
generation is coming up and they
don’t know what you're talking
about.” said Joe Isler. a Marine
who served in the Pacific during
World War II.

~They don’t appreciate World
War II. Korea or Vietnam.” Cook
said. “There are some people that
do. but in so far as World War II
is concerned. 90 percent of the
population is ignorant about the
war. why it was fought and what it
was fought for.” .

“These young folks are not
fully aware of what went on. [
don’t know if we can educate
them or what. but they need to
appreciate what's gone on in this
country for the last couple hun-
dred years.” said Haroid For-
rester. 75. of Athens. an infantry
sergeant in World War II who was
shot on Nov. 19. 1944,

Some veterans complained
that the schools don't teach chil-
dren to respect national symbols
anymore. )

~All you have todois goto a
ball game now and see when
they're raising the (flag) that peo-
ple are still walking to their
seats.” Isler said.

“You go to a parade or cere-
mony nowadays. none of the men
take their hats off and the women
don’t recognize the flag. ...
Younger people don't seem to re-
alize what they have in being an
American and living in this coun-
try.” Fletcher said.”

Prisoners

From Page 1A

commander consented to the cel-
ebration. In doing so. however.
the commander personally hand-
ed the prisoners their biggest
morale boost of the war.

“We were never allowed any-
thing that smacked of patriotism.
We weren't allowed to have flags
or play martial music like the "Star
Spangled Banner. ” Holder said.

~We were all very surprised be-
cause that kind of thing was never
allowed in any goon prison camp.
The band. which was now about 25
strong. went all out that after-
noon.” Holder said. POWs referred
to their German captors as goons.

The prisoners made an Ameri-
can flag out of bits of cloth they
found. and it became the center-
piece of their celebrations. The

‘national anthem was played and

the prisoners put on a kind of car-
nival with games and perfor-

“We were never allowed
anything that smacked of
patriotism. We weren't al-
lowed to have flags or play
martial music like the ‘Star
Spangled Banner.™ ,
Ex-POW Randolph Holder

mances. :

~Believe me. it never sounded
better to me than it did on that
small sports field. which was ac-
tually just a piece of dirt with no
bushes. behind Nazi barbed wire.
It was a thrill of a lifetime for us
as we stood at attention and
saluted with lumps in our throat.”
Holder said.

“We had always known we
were going to win the war. but we

were even more sure arter that

tremendous shot of morale on
that Fourth of July. 1944.” Holder
said. -1t really was quite a mo-
ment. I almost cried. That old
German colonel didn't know what
he was doing.”

Above left, Eugene Cook’s 10-
member flight crew pose in
front of their plane. He was the
only one to survive the war.
Above, Cook is shown during
flight training.

Left, The cooler is a solitary
confinement building inside the
prisoner of war camp. POWSs
were held in the cooler for any
violation.
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VINCE DiFRANCESCO SENT THE FOLLOWING
LITERATURE AND WILL BE AT THE REUNION IN

SEPTEMBER.

History of the League's POW/MIA Fiag

»

In 1971, Mrs. Michael Hoff, an MIA wife and
member of the National League of Families,
recognized the need for a symbol of our
POW/MIAs. Prompted by an article in the
Jacksonville, Florida Times-Union, Mrs. Hoff
contacted Norman Rivkees, Vice President of
Annin & Company which had made a banner
for the newest member of the United Nations,
the People's Republic of China, as a part of
their policy to provide fiags to all United
Nations members states. Mrs. Hoff found Mr.
Rivkees very sympathetic to the POW/MIA
issue, and he, along with Annin’s advertising
agency, designed a flag to represent our
missing men. Following League approval, the
flags were manufactured for distribution.

On March 9, 1989, an official Leaguesflag,
which flew over the White House on 1988
National POW/MIA Recognition Day, was
installed in the U.S. Capitol Rotunda as a
result of legislation passed&verwhelmingly
during the 100th Congress. In a
demonstration of bipartisan Congressional
support, the leadership of both Houses
hosted the instailation ceremony.

The League’'s POW/MIA flag is the only flag
ever displayed in the U.S. Capitol Rotunda
where it will stand as a powerful symbol of .
national commitment to America’s
POW/MIAs until the fullest possible
accounting has been achieved for U.S.
personne! stifl missing and unaccounted for
from the Vietnam War. '

On August 10, 1990, the 101st Congress
passed U.S. Public Law 101-355, which
recognized the League's POW/MIA flag and
designated it “as the symbol of ou, Nation's
concc:n and commitment to resolving as fully
as possible the fates of Americans still
prisoner, missing and unaccounted for in
Southeast Asia, thus ending the uncertainty for
their families and the Nation”.

The importance of the League’s POW/MIA flag
lies in its continued visibility, a constant
reminder of the plight of America’'s POW/MIAs.
Other than "Old Glory", the League's
POW/MIA flag is the only flag ever to fly over
the White House, having been displayed in this
plac= of honor on National POW/MIA
Recognition Day since 1982. With passage of
Section 1082 of the 1998 Defense
Authorization Act during the first term of the
105th Congress, the League’'s POW/MIA flag
will fly each year on Armed Forces Day,
Memorial Day, Flag Day, Independence Day,
National POW/MIA Recognition Day and
Veterans Day on the grounds or in the public
lobbies of major military installations as
designated by the Secretary of the Defense, all
Federal national cemeteries, the national
Korean War Veterans Memorial, the National
Vietnam Veterans Memorial, the White House,
the United States Postal Service post offices
and at the official offices of the Secretaries of
State, Defense and Veteran's Affairs, and
Director of the Selective Service System.

PAGE 20

POW-MIA Flag on Display

Post officed and many federal facilities will
s flying the new prisoner-of-war-missing-in-
action (POW-MIA) flag today. Selected agen-
sies are required to display the special flag on
six specified days during the year under the
Defense Authorization Act signed by Presi-

dent Clinton on Nov. 18.

Today is Armed Forces Day, the first of the
designated days. The others: Me{noﬁal Day,
Flag Day, Independence Day, National POW-

MIA Recognition Day and Veterans Day.



THE JOHNS HOPKINS UNIVERSITY
Baltimore, MD 21218-2685

Department of o
Political Science July 14, 1998

Post Oflag &4 Item .
gzzgrg gétgh%Tgign ‘ ilystery Unsolved!
Tulsa, OK 74133

Dear Robert: _
it 21, I came to Oilag o4 in August 1944 as a private first
clasc ana stayed there until early in January 1945. as did many of my
German comrades and officers, I felt that the Pows could help it as
1little to be confined there as myself, and fair treatment was warrantead.
I was glad to read later on tnat from the American side, treatment was

considered correct.

I was assigned to the parcel hut, where parcels arriving for the’
Pows were checked for contraband, especially arms. My superior was
reldwebel Schoberth who did not speak Znglish. Tony Lumpkin was the
american officer in charge. Under him was Amon Carter.

ith the same people for months, it is natural that
youl get closer, especially under circumstances you do not like, as for
all of us were those in Szubin. Conversations of a personal nature
develop. Tony Lumpkin came %o know that my father had suffered under

the Hitler regime and that I did not like that regime, & feeling that
was shared by Oberst Schneider and some of my comrades.

Wwe were outraged when Lt. Col. sSchaefer and Lt. Schmitz were sen-
tenced to death, obviously on orders froin Berlin where Himmler, the
leader of the S8 was now, after the failure of the Putsch against
Hitler on July 20, 1944, wes-pew in charge of the Ersatzheer (all non-
frontline troops), including jurisdiction over FoW camps. Obviously,
the sentence against Schaefer and Schmitz was making a mockery of

the Geneva Convention protecting prisoners of war.

AS a young student of law and as a human being, it was then when
I warned Tony Lumpking to be extremely cautious, for I knew that Betty,
his wife, ana his three young children prayed for his safe return. He
was, I thought, as officer in charge of the parcel hutv especially in
danger, since there was talk that a radio set had been smuggled into
the camp, probably througn the parcel hut. (I might well have been
responsible for that trusting Amon Carter's assurance that z sports
article was harmless, SO that I did not examine it).
robably helped me getting a teaching
exas for 1951-52. A close friend of
from Texas told me he spoke well of
widow and his sister Ekuth.

when you Work w

Giving Carter as a reference D
fellowship at the University of T
nics as well as a student of mine
me. I have nice letters from his

with xind regards, as always,

;o AN 7

: ~ ot / __}"’ i o -
'??lj)fbbaﬁJ$Q Covy to dJdohn Slack

Gottrrieatlietze

Phone: 410-516-7540  FAX: 410-516-5515 PAGE 21



| Dr. Gottfried Distse

o T,
9 Dessmber 1949

39 South Bdwards Hall
Prineceton University
Princeton, ¥. J.

My Dear Doctor Dietse:

_ 1 remember you very well with ncthing but the kindest |
feelings. I have slways folt that the mere fact that there
was s war ca should never causs hard feelings with the pro-
fessicoal military men who may in cue war be figkting en
opposite sides, and in the next as sllles.

I have heard from many of the Guard Compazy and I sent
a CARE paciage to Mrs. Schneider. 8She never heard from her

husband since he got in the hands cf the Russians. °

I now Princsten only slightly, but I mow it well enough
to know what a besutiful place it is, and it must remind you
of your own Beidelberg. When I went back to Germany it ws
for & very hurried visit, and I was only there a few days.

I have almays wmanted to go back there to statioen, but my
time is running out, since I am due for retirement in a .
couple of years and it will be very difficult to get trans-
ferred for that short time.

. I came back from Hawmil and went to San Francisco in
March with General Clark, who has brdght me here whers I
arrived a few short days ago. '

The very best of luck to you, and I was delighted to
Bsar fro= jouo : : .

Sinoerely,

Ol

PAUL R,
Colcuel, antry
Deputy Post Commander

NACE 29
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MUSSDIGRY INWITARN? ACADEMIT
MEXICD), MISSOIRA

June 3, 19Lé

Student GCottfried Dietze
(20) Gottingen, Rote Str. 39
British Zone, Germany

My dear Dietze:

I was indeed glad to find that you had made the end of the war O.K.

On t.he. 21st of Jznuary I was able to escape and join the Russians. After some
two months of traveling through Russia, Egypt, and Italy, I arrived in the States
about a month before the end of the European war. :

in the mix-up it became lost. Is there
the address of Feldwebel Schopert (?)
Also any address that you might have of

I had your address on a slip of paper but
any possible chance that you could give me

the old man in charge of the parcel hut.
Captain Merck and Captain Minner?) I thought suite a bit of these men, together
with several others, and sincerely hope that they came through 0.K. As far as
7igmerman is concerned, I would just as scon that he work his time out in the

salt mines, Drop me a line if you know anything relative to these men.

Enclosed you will find a recormendation that I want you to feel free to use.
but for Colonel Good. .

T know that I am speaking not only for myself

om Colcnel Schaffer but have heard

By the way, I received a Christmas card fr
hundred miles away.

nothing from Lt. Schmidt, altrough he lives only three or four

imes in Europe but I am not as well informed as to your own
actual needs. However, if there is anything that I can send you, I will be only
too glad to do so. I recall with a great deal of gratitude the night that you
ustuck your neck out" to save me from that goat-headed Zirmerman. I have a suit

of clothes tnat will prcbably be too large for you but I will send them as soon
as they return from the cleaners provided there isn't some postal regulaticn against

this.

I know these are hard t

Drop me a line whenever you can. I will always be glad to hear from you.

'...'.'.'...........'...'..'..r

t Sincerely yours,
= L
TBL/dd lepﬁz 7
Ae )] ra
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. ‘chaefer-brought be
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W point of &y years in the §
the aze of eignteen. I lixeg i

made that ne was sentenced %0 c=
Bat's probably the way-he wanved it. Some of Zy Comrades at Ofla:
ié he was toe zost anti-Gerzan of &ll Zoas. If that was the case,
rtainly did nov iet re feel it when I talked with him occasionally.
Iexerber when Hauptoa nn sierk told us That .he and Lv. ockhritz haé been 4
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ntenced to aeath. we were stunned. There was only one who after thst
truction session loualy justified the argurents of the miiivary court q
Gnesen. He was a local party leader who excelled in pointinz out his ¢
@ injury so that he would not be sent to vhe front. Uy friend Losei
cerlin lawyer znc g Bfc., whc had bsen sresent &t Tthe court zartisl. e
o all of us franxly (which was dzngercus iz Hitler's Heich), that ze @
was shocked wnen & jucie asked one of the accused to hurry up with ais ¢ g
cefense statexzent, when ooviously his life was at stake. He said that ke .
gained the impression that the verdict was order.from Berlin ang spoker @
zefore the trial even began. ' i ¢

1 never saw Col. =chaefer afterwards, and we all had arders not to talk @
witk Lt. schmitz, who was in sclitary confinement zcross the street from q :
the old building. I have always c¢cnsidered it one arf my finest mozents .
when I passed by the lictle compound waere he walked arcund, locked at q.
ze as if he weanted to say, "new Fou prooetly won't talk with =e any mcreyﬁfz
znd I went over to hir ané told hix througn the barbec wire how sorry I ;
gnd many of my comrsdes felt and that we all did mot tnink that ne wouid
te executed. He was quite happy to hear my words, if a person’can b2 hap
uander these conditions. Of course, I had nade ail that up because I knew
that a human life was not worth much under Eitler's Gictatorskip., It was
only much later that Otto sSkorzeny, wWno was in charge of the Kidraring
mussclini, tolc me in xadrid that aeath sentences like this ware orcere
frox Zerlin ir crder tc swap senvenced imsricans ror sentenced werus
caught in smerican uniforms during the battle or the bulge. o
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when shortly arver the verdict I nad Qquty as = telephone cperator, ac

CTCer c&Le Throufk to tring more americanz ur for eourt zorvial, cotviousl
for peculiar ressorns, and obtviously TO Li€Te - out Further capitel puzi=sh-
ments. Oberst scaneizer, who harbored severe doubts about the rezime and
was en uprigat rrussian ofricer oI the olc =zcasol, was quite uneasy 2sout
that order. ide talked in veiled terms, but in zy opinion directly encuzn

that I geined tre impression that ke wented the Fcus t0 be warned in

order to prevent further ceath sentences. 1g Ly x£nowlsdge, he alsc dslayse
the court-zartiel of =r. folton. wWho so teopened lszter to STudy uncer Iy
raculty acdviser at narverd. It was taen taat I secis d, on-my lzst visiv
To tne camp the day I was trznsferred to rcsen, to warn Japt. Luzpkin., T
tIied TO make that werning as urzent as I zould, in orcer o Teke it 58
¢fieciive as possitle, but shoula like to expraslze nere thzt I knew

thet there was nc danger that ne would De srot trs next aay, as it saic
in She newsparer mezcrizl Te him. The Texular werzan arzy aid rov

oceraTe that way. It «iwasys was my feelirz 2t scrubin that the ATericxis
vere csle as long ag they were uncer the Jjurisdiction or the rTesulsr
arzy. zut waen, after the unsuccessful tlct ssaiast Eitler in trne susTer
0% 1944, Tne questilon was wnen the arry woula lose duriscicticn, ard
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& visit by a fescznc group to sewrcn Thé Caip au._urea ill. :cz= of the
Abwehr‘* tougner zessures can be exslzined I1om a desire to pravent a
areover of tne cearp Dy the Sb O uesitapd, glchough in the czsze of
nau“tmanq sirmmerzann 1T snould be adced tast the loss of z rezber of
nis family throuzk an azerican air raid prcoably played itvs vart. He
was, I beard, kiilec in actiorn ne&r Nurezberg. : .
is I-szid at tne reuaion in Wushington eleven rearS'Jgo. where I was
emotionally carriec au,f, the exverieznce at Cflag 64 has besn a valuetle
one to me. mere i cet The first acericsns. dere I particivatec for the
first tice in a class on ALericsr history, nere I saw the Iirst azericarn

bccks, amons taem a cory of tae zeae“axlst repers, on wkich I later
wIcte LY dissertation at rrincetcn wnich became the first book cuclishen
on the American classic. Oflag 64 may well have saved my liire. when the
Euscians arproached kFcsen, I was orderec back to the 0flas. Ecwever,
since the direct line of the railroad had alreaay been pierced by ths
Russians, I wes orceret to take the train via Eerlin. This way I was
able to gzet cut of Fosern, whereas all &y comraaes Troz vhe interpreters
mpany perished thzre. -

Destitute ss & refugzee after the war, Iy i{irsv ray of hope was 2 letter
of Tepny Lumpxin in 1845, It helpea me to get admitted to the lsw school
of the University of deidelberg &and, later on, to rrinceton ard Zarvard.
Durlnc my year at rrinceton back ir 1950, 1 received a kirnd letter from
Col. woode, telli ng me that Oberst Schneider rfell into the hands of the
Rucsians sné that his wife aever heard.oi hir. when I visited Tony
Lumtx n' Tamlly upon his rassing, I saw in ais home on the wall the
oster warnlnﬂ that escaped Fows wou¢a te shot, which CTol. Schaefer and

Lt Schzitz tried to Leep away rrom the bll’no="a.reuervea fcr the

arericzr almiristration at the 0flag. I am glad that tae and all of
: :

us, survived the war. rFor at cc‘aoln, 1 often asked myself who cf us
woulé be lucgky enough to survive. :

with my best wiszes for the aoliday Seeson aand the New fear,

Cordialily,

Mr. cchn Slack
1C15 Chestnet w3sre
shiledelichis, renzn
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Jan. 29, 19¢8

Lear Herb,

due to the vecation between semesters, your
last mail, with the beautiful photos, the two world War II
issues and Oflag o4 Item news, including your fine book
reviews, reached me late, being sent not to my home but to
the Lepartment in Bsltimore. Flease receive my belatea
warm thanks for everything. ‘

I am Gdelighted to hear that sirs. Garris is re-
covering and I hope ycu ané your family will have a pleasant
new year in gocd health.

I was impressed by the doverage the passing of
Henry received in the Swedish press and am so happy to have
met him and Claire, anda tovhéVe the photo or 'the two of them
sitiing at the breafest table, one of him and John Slack,
who introduced me tc him, the one of the table with Jdohn Slack
ana myself, and you and mys<lf, and the other photos. They
all cam out well. '

I read the Stalingrad report in worla war II. A
good fried whom I went to school with in Liegnitz, Silesia,
perished there. Liegnitz was the caty where both Hoth and
wianst=in were statvioned, both of whom lost their sons in the

wsr. I saw theirr all frequently. Wanstein I remember having
seen standing right next to myself in a café, talking to the
owner who addresseda him "Excelliency", in 1944. I went to
cschool with the owner's son, Siegfried, who is still alive

and whoml saw bnly two years ago. We packec things in the
chop, and a femele exployee rerortea him saying that Hitler
would never get enough. I was interrogztea by the Gestapo

and sgainst bettver knowledge tola them that biegfiried had not
szia this, so nothing hapgenea to him. Eut I can still see the

anxiety in the face of nhis mother when I returned from the
interrogztion. cuch was life under Hitler, I am glaa these
tires are past.

I hope everything is well with you znd our family

=nd to see you con your next trip to .ashington.

- . . Y

+—

Ly test, &8 dlwa, g,
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John Hopkins University
Baltimore, MD.21218

Department of Political Science ~ Washington, 6/8/97
Dear Herb,

Tony Lumpkins letter was the first pleasant and encouraging mail | received after

- the war. His recommendation prompted the U.S. University Officer in Heidelberg

to raise the numerous clauses at the university so that | could be admitted without
taking away a place from another person.

When Tony visited me at Princeton in the fall of 1949, he suggested | write to
Goode and received his letter. In the following summer, | hitchhiked to Fort
Monroe, met him on my way to his house. He asked me where | was going. When
| told him (without recognizing him). he took me back to his house to meet Mrs.
Goode and we had a nice chat. Aware that | was hitchhiking, he told his chauffer”
to drive this gentlemen” to the ferry | had planned to take. The war in Korea had
just started. - | |

It was good to hear from you!

Want to meet you and your family.

Sincerely,

Gottfried Dietz (original signed by Gottfried Dietz)

This letter was so dim that retyping it was necessary to be legible.
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cinning of 19%% he was fired

Sram my "Der Zisler—Tomnlex", putliszed Ty Kerolinrer Verlss, Viemne. sn® @
firet nreeente? =t The rﬁnhfurt Book Frir an Cet.7, 13920, the d=7 ol the
rzunificstion of CLerwzny! ' : ¢
n,,.I need not suifer from Hitler-Tomplexes or demonstrsie them. I grew e
vy in = nore +v-ie wzs opnoced W pr. ¥ fzither, the last freely ¢
clecsed me-or of Golivere in Sil 1974 denocunced tre trutsl zetiwi- [
tises AFf trhe 3. (Hitler's stormtraf in an eppeald "iege zur Vol: crremein-
ce 255 7" (Uers tovard the commun the people) putlisked in the tw
oc~1l newspsners., The Fear Tollow orzznized, e*cl"o:L_.-- Hitler's vo=ritr ‘
ives Zeirztfest (festd GoldLergers in Germeny), incurring @
i e

t-e loczl Dertv DOSS.
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or. she grounds of the"restoration of professional Of-lClFlﬁOU",
Dol f
2

D et OO
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s £ ma i q
ves trouch ne ntd heen a professional o ficiel since 1014, In the varty q
r-ceedings s-2inst him he vas ccuC-J, mong other things, of not cl";ln-
hic officizl letvers witz "Hei; Fichr , of hovinr seen erterins th Jeris - € :
ctore Haurwitsz in Liegnitz, of e e nzson, 4s the l».-:uer, ne @
ro roEg A citizern recoun” clage an ardire to the law wac not vermitted < :
to accuby 2 leadinz officiel nos I 77, the county afministrzwor ;
Jeeo-i irn Sorerterz wanteld to cive - osition of county mans~er zu” q
=-=lied %to the nariy hesd-u2rters 10T 2h evcentionsl evemniion fror thew ] .
lsvw, Hiz petition v-s turned dovn, E
Ls 5 meself, in 1972 L Decrme 2 remter of 2 how *rwnt groun founfed ol < :
vwwe-er 1, 1972, the Deutscre Jungenschait, attrevietver daj.l. 11 Tt ws | ;
ctinguisied fror other toy SCOut groups neceure it admitted the sons of q
wg 2né cormunists Pnd Trus sttrocted the wreth of trhe le=sdershin of 'the
sler—-Touth, -itver Titler had come L0 DOvEr, it was pronitited., But it .
stizueé to s¥ist illeeslly end until the outnreskx of the var went in d:
21l grouzs in foreifn countries, attending meetings 0¢ refucees from tue ;
“jer rerirme. I psriicipstved in =SomeE of them.until 1379. in 19%7 the L
Cestocoo (Sitler's secetd solice) sesrched my bome. I uas interrogzted in { :
iciv ~erd. usriers =nd relecsed eiter sisning s shztement that I would not ’
tolx adéy (incluéin~ w7 sisters!) =bout sesrch znd in terrogation. q :
Lavin ir- ted into the Werrmazcht in 1921, 1 refrzined from saying q
"_62 " in the oath taking, feeling thau God was +the leader oi tre 'R
“ne omthn formuls wes somethinc lixe thig: "I svear this
v the Fuhrer of ths Cermerny Reicir, idolf Hitler, until q
ree ~nd = helf years in tre army, mF hichest greds ves d :
. T aisr:rcrded ursing of superiors, to vecforme 2n oificer. . .
I never wore o tro mshirt, Hy cowrs :des in school irew O ' B
rowvn lesders of Germsrny, as 21d my corrsdes in the Wekhr-
heg nre =+il1l livins., I am =z£ill »roud todey for aving
S -+ z¢hool dzys, vho novw lives in Reshers., “uring tne
y .17 never eet enoush. e VRS Jen-nncef T B er-*lo'"ee‘
ce, ~=aineh Tetter knowled
137 ant mare Toct etetewell
- moicAners of WEL focarcl
e»< pnot in ecearf-once it
£ rer S5. srrives in The
I y =11 revani-ne [ the Inrwe
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