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LAS VEGAS REUNION

Alan Dunbar has a report on the reunion later.
in the /tem, but we did want to call to everyone’s
attention here that he would like to have as many
early registrations as possible. He is having to put
up front money on the things that the hotel is
reserving for us. If you send in your money now and
later find that you cannot attend, he will refund your
money. If you have any questions about the
reunion, please contact: Alan Dunbar, 4675 Green
Canyon Drive, Las Vegas, NV 89103-4386, Phone:
702-871-5046

ANDERSONVILLE POW MUSEUM

Details about this dedication are also included later
in this /tem , but we wanted to call your attention to
the fact that Bill Warthen and Boomer Holder have
offered their services as coordinators for anyone
else that is going. If you are going and would like to
contact others who will be there, call or write:

H. Randolph (Boomer Holder
383 Westview Drive

Athens, GA 306064635
Phone: 706-549-3337

Bill Warthen

- P.0O.BoxL
Vidalia, GA 30474
Phone: 912-537-4430
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Alan Dunbar furnished the following information on the Reunion at Las Vegas this fall.
Alan was required by the hotel to furnish a deposit of $1000 to reserve the hotel facilities.
The $1000 was supplied by the Oflag 64 Treasurer and Alan asks everyone who plans
to attend to please send in their registration early ($90/person) so that he can reimburse
the Treasury. Please send your advances to Alan Dunbar, 4675 Green Canyon Drive,
Las Vegas, NV 89103-4386. If you have any questions, please call him at 702-871-

5046.

Reservations for the Rio Hotel Suite and Casino should be made prior to August 15,
1998 by calling the Reservations Department at 1-888-746-7482.

When making reservations, you must advise the hotel that you are with the Oflag 64
Group and Reunion in order to receive the group rate of $75.00 for the mini-suite. A first
night deposit must be sent prior to arrival. It is advised to get a confirmation number.

Requests received after August 15, 1998 will be taken on a space available basis. The
hotel accepts Visa, MasterCard, American Express, Diners Club and Carte Blanche.

" The Rio Hotel Suite and Casino address is I-15 and Flamingo, P. O. Box 14160, Las
Vegas, NV 89114,

The mini-bus has the best rate from the airport to the hotel.

REUNION SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

Monday, Sept 14 Early Arrivals

Tuesday, Sept. 15 Arrival Date
Open Time (Subject to Change)

Wednesday, Sept. 16 11AM — 2PM, Luncheon, Brasilia Room
Buses to and from the Stratosphere Tower
Admission to the Tower
Dinner on your own

Thursday, Sept. 17 9AM, Business Meeting & Continental Breakfast
Flamengo Room (Wives invited)
6:30PM, Open Bar, Dinner, Dancing, Door Prizes
Brasilia Room

Friday, Sept. 18 9AM to 12 Noon, Breakfast Brunch
' Memorial Service, Brasilia Room
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Sick Call

Roy Chapelle reports - Albert Cecil had 8-by-
passes in mid-December '97 and seems to be

doing fine now.

John Siack had a serious auto accident last
December and was laid up in the hospital for
some time. He is home now and is reported to

be recovering nicely.

Herb'’s partner, Ethelene, is still on the road to
recovery after her difficult days last fall and

early winter.

Bob Aschim had a severe throat problem.

F YOU HAVE ANY INFORMATION ON THE CONDITION OF OUR
MEMBERS, PLEASE SEND IT TO THE EDITOR IN TULSA

Taps

Roy Chapelle reports- “Fritz Mueller died Nov.
16, 1997 at Corpus Christi. He arrived at Ofiag
64 on Dec. 30, 1944 and was quarantined in
the old Russian Barracks and stayed behind
with the hospital group and came through
Odessa. '

John Goode, Shreveport, died last fall. John
arrived at Oflag 64 on Dec. 3, 1944. He stayed
in the Russian Barracks until the evacuation of
Oflag 64. He made the march to Parchim, was
involved in the raid on Hammelburg and came
from home through Camp Lucky Strike.

Clifford Hicks, Green Valley, AR, passed away
December 19, 1997. Cliff was in the 36"
Division Combat Engineers and was captured -
in late Sept. 1944 in the crossing of the
Moselle River near Remiermont, France. He
was severely wounded in the back with
German MG fire. The Sgt. with him was killed.
He came through Strasbourg, Limberg and
made the miserabile trip to Oflag 64 on a prison
train. He remained behind in Jan. 1945 when
the camp was evacuated and came home

through Russia.

In Memory of
Blondell T. Fenton
Capt. USAR
September 21, 1910
January 18, 1998

Footsteps
God sees when the footsteps
All faiter,
When the pathway has grown
Too steep.
Then He touches the weary eyelids
And gives His dear ones sleep.

Burial Trenton, NJ

These were our friends and we will miss them
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PUBLICATIONS

Available Publications

The Waters Story $19.50
My Tour of Russia $ 5.00
The Men of Oflag 64 $20.00
The Oflag Directory $ 3.00

$ 5.00

Oflag 64 Audio Tape™

~ * |n June 1944, Henry Soderberg
made an audio cassette tape of
several of our POW'’s at Oflag 64.
A few copies of this tape are available
This tape was played at the Air Force
Academy by Henry when we were there

. several years ago.

Send requests for the above books, booklets,
pamphlets, etc. to:

‘Herb Garris
P. O. Box 1693
Pinehurst, NC 28370

Make checks for the above books to:
Oflag 64 Postage Fund

Additional Publications:

In The Presence of Mine Enemies $10.00
Send requests for the above book to:
Mrs. Rose Daniel
5100 Sharon Road, Apt. 603
Charlotte, NC 28210-4720

Make checks for this book only to: Rose Daniel

DONOR APPRECIATION
We wish to thank each of the following
members for their contribution to the
Postage Fund:
John Miller
Robert Cheatham
Vincent White
Carl Christensen
John Sutherland
O. L. Brad Bradford
George Muehlbauer
Nathaniel Hoskot
Caroll Higginbotham
John Creech
Jane Graffagnino
Matthew Smith
Charles Moore
Garland Vaughn
Raymond Hughes -
Charles Eberie
Jim Sherman
Marvin Chevalier
Jerome Alexis
Joseph Frelinghuysen
Hugh Hogan

Leonard Feldman

]
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INFORMATION REQUESTED

Kathy Secor, daughter of Lt. John Secor, is requesting information about her father,
who was with us at Oflag 64 in 1944 and 1945. His name appears in the roster that

was maintained at Oflag 64.

More detailed information is:

Name: John B. Secor

Rank: 2" Lt.

ASN: : 0-1318251

POW#: 88875-X11/A
Place/Date Captured: ~ Moselie River, 9-11-44
Date of Arrival @ Oflag 64 10-16-44

Returned home from: ??7?

If you have any information on Lt. Secor, please contact:
Kathy Secor

223 Homer Ave.
Palo Alto, CA 94301
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MAIL CALL

IRVING YAROCK writes: The report of my demise is slightly exaggerated. If you
have the 1997 copy of “The Men of Ofiag 64" in the bright red binder, you see that
Irv Yarock is listed as “deceased”. I'm not, and am writing this note to prove it.
Same with SID THAL - he's alive, rarin’ to go and has volunteered to host our

1999 reunion in Florida.
For those of you who missed it, the 1998 reunion will be at. Las Vegas 15-18

September.

CLARENCE MELTESON of San Francisco, CA, writes that he has a bad knee
which impedes his hopping on and off the trolley cars. Guess he’'ll have to pay full

fare now.

CHRIS & GLORIA HEISLER write with holiday wishes and thanks to those who
helped them out at the 1997 reunion in Newport, RIl. Our thanks to them fora

great job. v
The LARCHEVEQUES send their holiday greetings from La Crescenta, CA.

CHARLEY JONES of Northwood, IA, sent in a two-page “ghost party” story in
which he highlighted and re-played all the theatrical performances at Oflag 64.

LORRAINE GLEDENNING of 28 Huron Road, Bellerose Village, NY 11001-4007
(John's wife) is asking for pictures taken at breakfast. She comments on how
good Henry looked, so we assume it was a breakfast at Newport. Can anyone
help? Contact her directly. Thanks for the donation to the postage fund.

TONY ClPRIANl of Wellsburg, WV, writes not believing Newport would be our
last,and he was right. See you in Las Vegas.

The DIFRANCESCOS of Bethesda, MD, write to say how much they enjoyed
being with the gang at Newport even though they couldn’t fully participate.

The TOM & SUE LAWSONS of Grand Junction, CO, have kept up a prolific

. correspondence and exchange of pictures containing the flora of their property

with HERB GARRIS' property. They truly enjoyed our time at Newport and are
looking forward to AL DUNBAR'’S Las Vegas.

ORMOND ROBERTS of Worcester, MA, has finally emerged from his cocoon.
Ormond has a strong aversion to flying, so Newport was his first reunion. In fact,
Ormond and Irv Yarock traveled together. However, he does have some
relatives in the Midwest so maybe he can plan on a long swing to include Las
Vegas. Many thanks for the generous postage fund check.

Page 6



Nice letter from KERMIT HANSEN who shuttles between Elkhorn, NE, and Estes
Park, CO. Kermit is plagued by some scoliosis but still manages some 25,000
miles travel in his financial consulting business. He was off on a detail when his
unit, the 168th, was surrounded, but was caught a few years later near the
Moselle River and rejoined:his unit at Ofiag 64.

TOM MITCHELL of Southampton, PA, sent a kind of lengthy account of an
argument between a rabbi and the Pope in which, of course, they both came out
winners. Sort of reminds us of the endless arguments between Len Feldman and
Paul Carnes. They were the best of friends, in fact Len was Godfather to Paul's
children. Paul became president of the Unitarian Church but died of cancer

several years ago.

BILL WARTHEN of Videlia, GA, writes an interesting letter. It seems he has a son
in Amherst, MA, who reads the Boston paper and came up with an interesting
article that will be of particular interest to our kriegies who were in the 28th
Division. (Note from Irv Yarock - there is a fellow named O’QUINN in Hawaii, not
Jewish, who was selected for his thesis towards an advanced degree the
treatment of Jewish prisoners of war. He went to Italy to track down some stories
there, and now has the names of many people involved in the article from the
Boston paper and is going to Germany to investigate. He already has

the name of an SS Colonel who was involved not only in this but in shooting 20
101st paratroopers a few days after the invasion.) BILL WARTHEN has been

corresponding with O’QUINN.

JENNY MOHER of Alexandria, VA, writes that she is sorry she and Jerry missed
the reunion but had an overseas trip planned for over a year. Jerry had a stroke 8
years ago which, along with arthritis, has him somewhat handicapped. But he
gets around. Maybe Las Vegas? Also senta contribution to the postage fund.

STAN SEGAL of Bakersfield, CA, dropped a note and also a check for the
postage fund. :

JENNY MOHER of Alexandria, VA, writes complimenting HERB GARRIS on the
item. Jerry's stroke affected his right hand and a war wound did a job on his left
hand. |think my doctor took handwriting lessons from him.

TOM GRAFFAGNINE of P. O. Box 387, Hamilton, GA 31811, is someone neither
- Bob Thompson nor | (irv) know, but we have to assume there is a relationship
between him and Dr. Graff, and also have to assume he has met some of our
people. He has designed some religious postcards and, if anyone is interested,
contact him directly. Incidentally, | spoke to Jane and tried to talk her into coming
to Newport, but she was coming up here to Leominster, MA, for a high school
reunion within a few weeks of ours, and she did not feel up to it.
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BRAD BRADFORD, Grove City, Ohio says he put on a display at the local
library and it went over great. BOB BONOMI contributed some things

also.

VIC WHITE, Arlington, Texas writes that he has been corresponding with
LEN WARREN of Consakie, NY about their escapades in Italy. Italy was a
tough place to be during the war.

DON AND CASSIE WAFUL write about the parties that Cassie attended
on her birthday. Even had some on Cape Cod. | knew that Cassie was a
nurse and | think she attended some of the soldiers in the 36th Division.

Hope to see you in Las Vegas.

NAT HOSKOTT offers his appreciation for the continuation of the Item.
Glad you enjoy it We also have enjoyed it over the years.

JOHN AND ELAINE CREECH offer their appreciation for the ltem and
their offer of assistance is most welcome.

MAT SMITH, San Rafael, Ca. writes that El Nino is dealing them a lot of ~
misery. You folks got the bad weather and we in the southwest have :
enjoyed our best winter in years. We would share it with you if we could. »

Hunker down and stay dry!

BOB CHEATHAM , Asheboro, NC. expresses his appreciation for
continuing the ltem.We are pleased that so many of you enjoy the ltem.

RAY HUGHES, Memphis offers an expression of good luck. Ray, | think |
have met your friend, CHARLES WARD here in Tulsa. Wasn't he an

architect? o
155

MARYV CHEVALIER, lowa City checks in. Give our regards to FAYE, hope
to see you in Las Vegas. Note from BOB THOMPSON- The lowa
Hawkeyes are great wrestlers, and when they wrestle the Okla State

Cowboys itis an event.

JIM SHERMAN, Oakland checks in and says he will be in Las Vegas with
JEFF. We arealways glad to see these two gentlemen.

JERRY ALEXIS, Pittsburgh,checks in with several articles and photos..
Thank you for your articles and contribution and hope you can come to Las

Vegas.
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CHARLES MOORE, Paratrooper from Phoenix . We sure do remember

you from our last reunion in Las Vegas. Sorry to hear about Frances,
and | know you will happy, as she will, to be out of that  assisted care

center”.
Gladys and | both remember what a pleasant visit we had with you and

Frances while dining at the Hilton.

CHARLIE EBERLE, Roselle Park, NJ. How nice to hear from you. You
remarked about EMMA while we were in Newport. We were sad to hear
it then and even sadder now. Hang in there. aood friend.

TEXAS checked in in the form of ROY AND HELEN CHAPELL | Always
glad to hear from the State of Texas especially our good friends from
Kaufman. | think you had more company over Christmas than we did. We
only had 16 and | heard you had 30. (This note from Bob Thompson-

Tulsa)
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February 10, 1998

Mr. Bob Thompson
7448 East 68™ Place
Tulsa, Oklahoma 74133

Dear Mr. Thompson:

As you are aware the National Prisoner of War Museum is scheduled to open on April 9,
1998 at 10:30 am. The dedication program is expected to draw a very large crowd.

Currently, our plans are to hold the small plaque unveilings in the Commemorate
Courtyard on the afternoon on April 9" The schedule is as follows:

Oflag 64 | . 2:00 pm
Battling Bastards of Bataan 2:30 pm
Vermont 3:00 pm

The unveiling programs should last approximatély 15 minutes. This will allow for some
members of the appropriate group make some remarks. Please take the liberty to
organize your group at the noted time. I will represent the National Park Service in any

part of your program.

This will be a very busy day for the park. On that morning, we are expecting 3 to 5,000
visitors. We expect the crowd to be smaller in the afternoon but still much larger than

Oul average Gally attendance.

If you need to ask me any questions about the above, please call me at 912-924-0343,
extension 17. Your support of Andersonville and the development of the National
Prisoner of War Museum is greatly appreciated. '

Sincerely,
Fred Boyles

Superintendent
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NATIONAL PRISONER OF WAR MUSEUM
ANDERSONVILLE NATIONAL HISTORIC SITZ
GRAND OPENING EVENTS

Fact Sheet:
The MNational Prisoner of War Museun will open on A;:Ll s, 1S

-t

wnich is Formsr R=cogn1tlon Day and the anniversary of the
of Bataan.

I
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Pa-tnership Reception is planned for April 8th from 4:00
The reception is given in honor and apprecization to all
ar prisoners of war, donors and supporters for their
ributions to ths nuseum. Throughout the evening thers will
schedule of events that include the unveiling of the bronze
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ure and the brick wall in the Commemorative Courtvard.
tainment will bs provided.
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April 9th, beginning at 10:00 a.m., the Marine Corps Band fron
any, Georgla will play a thirty ninute musical concert and the
icial ceremony will commence at 10:30 a.m. with guest s:eaka:,
ator John McCain, (Rep. Arizona and former POW). The progr
1 end with a ribbon cutting at approximately noon.
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dignitaries on the program will be Govarnor cI Georgia,
Miller, United States Congressman Sanford Bishop (2nd
trict, Gi), United States Senator Paul. Coverdall, Director of
the National Park Service, Robert G. Stanton, John Romine,
Chaplain for American Ex-Prisoners of War, Wayne Eitchcock,
National Commander, American Ex-Prisoners of War and Robe:t
Phillips, Chaplain, American Defenders of Batazan ané Corrigider

rUNO
=0 rt
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r!-—'ll)

Due to the large crowd anticipated, parking will bs off site. A
sauttle will be provided between the parking area and the
location of the events.

|l

Andsrscnville is ths site cf Camp Sumter, the largsst priscner of
war camp in the Civil War. In its 14 months of opsration 45,000
union soldiers were held there, of which 12,914 died and are
burind in the Mational Cemete The cemetery is the only active
Yiational Cemstery in Georgia and still buries approximately 160
vet rans and theilr spousses per vear.

Andersonville National Historic Site was d=51gna;ed as ‘a memorial
to all POWs in American history by Congress in 1570. The site is
operated by the National Park Service, U.S. Department of the
Interior.
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GRAND OPENING
of the

National Prisoner of War Museum

at
ANDERSONVILLE NATIONAL HISTORIC SITE

APRIL 9, 1998

This long awaited event is finally scheduled. The Planning Committee has met four times to
arrange a program, speakers and events. Every member of American Ex-Prisoners of War is
invited and welcome. To help the Committee, composed of National Park Service, American Ex-
POW, Friends of Andersonville, and the two local Chambers of Commerce plan our events, would
you be so kind as to indicate your plans to attend by completing the form below and sending it to:
Andersonville Coordinator
606 W. Park Ave., Valdosta, GA 31602-2805.

This is for our planning only...you must make your own plans and reservations.

EX-POW AND SPOUSE

GUESTS

DATE OF ARRIVAL . oD DATE OF DEPARTURE . T

Donna Dobberfuhl began courtyard work on November 17, 1997. This courtyard artwork, paid fQ'r
by the AXPOW Andersonville Fund, is expected to be unveiled on April 8th. For your conve-
nience, a listing of the surrounding motels is provided on page 46. Most rates are reasonable and
most accept senior citizens' discounts. Please do not delay to make your motel reservations. This
is a once-in-a-lifetime occasion.

E‘( POW BULLETI\ JAM.“\RY 1998 <



AVAIL ABLE ACCOMMODATIONS:

AMERICUS (10 miles south of ANHS, GA; Rt. 49 to ANHS) .

Days Inn 912-924-3613 1-800-329-7456

Holiday Inn Express 912-928-5400 1-800-465-4329

Jamison Inn 912-924-2726 1-800-541-3262

Ramada Inn 912-924-4431 1-800-832-4430

Windsor Hotel 812-924-1555 Barbara Taylor

8 Inn Motel 912-924-8152 Ray Tmakkar
ANDERSONVILLE

Bed and Breakfast
Limited RV Parking

912-924-2558 or 1044

MONTEZUMA (10 miles north of ANHS, GA; Rt. 49)

Days inn 812-472-4565 1 -800-329-7466

CORDELE (35 miles east of Americus, US Rt. 280, I-75, exit 33)

Days Inn 912-273-1123 1-800-329-7466
Hampton inn 912-273-0737 1-800-425-7866
Holiday Inn 912-273-4117 1-800-465-4329
Ramada Inn 912-273-5000 1-800-228-2828
Passport Inn 912-273-4088 1-800-238-6161

Econo Lodge
_Rodeway inn
Colonial Inn

Knights Inn

Super 8 (exit 35)

912-273-2456
912-273-3390
912-273-5420

VIENNA (37 miles east of Americus, GA, Rt. 27, |-75, exit 36)

912-268-2221
912-273-9800

PERRY (40 miles NE of ANHS, GA, Rt. 224, 27, 49, |-75, exits 42 & 43)

1-800-424-4777
1-800-424-4777
1-800-845-3232

1-800-843-5644
1-800-800-8000

Super 8 1-800-800-8000
Scottish Inn 1-800-251-1962
Red Carpet Inn 1-800-251-1962
Rodeway Inn 1-800-424-4777
Travel Lodge 1-800-255-3050
Holiday Inn 912-987-3313 1-800-465-4329
Days Inn 912-987-2142 1-800-329-7466
Ramada Inn 912-987-2585 - 1-800-272-6232

Econo Lodge (exit 41 to Andersonville) 912-987-2585 1-800-553-2686

ALBANY (38 miles south of Americus, US Rt. 19, GA 49 to ANHS)
Most major and minor motels, good food.

MACON (63 miles NE of ANHS, 1-475, exit 1, GA Rt. 49, exit 46 to ANHS) POW Memorial Trai
Most major and minor motels, good food.

RV PARKING & REPAIRS (Cordele, I-75, exit 31) 912-273-0954
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Narrative of Capt. Baum
CO - 10™" Armored Inf. Bn — 4™ Armored Division

Raid on Hammelburg, March 27,1945
NOTES ON TASK FORCE BAUM

We broke through at SCRWEINHEIM and started to clean out that town at eight
o’clock that night. It took us until twelve-thirty before we could pass anything through.
From there we went to HAIBACH GRUNMORSBACH where we received our first
bazooka fir. 1 lost a few infantrymen, but no vehicles. We continued on to ,
STRASSBESSENBACH and tumned north to KEILBERG. This was somewhere between
one-thirty and two-thirty in the morning. At KEILBERG, we got on the main road and
went through FROHNHOFEN LAUBACK and HAIN and then went through a stretch of
woods. All during this operation, we lost infantrymen in these various towns from small
arms and bazooka fir. We kept on going through that stretch of woods and got to

RECHTENBACH. :

Just outside of the town of LOHR, we lost our first tank. -Of course, during our trip,
we shot up various vehicles and Krauts in all towns, but the momentum of our column
was too fast and too great and so we went straight through. In the town of LOHR itself,
we got a Kraut column of twelve vehicles coming toward us. The town was so situated
that we just happened to get on the right road and pass through and out of it.

We then got on the road junction and all along the railway from LOHR to
NEUENDORF to LANGENPREZELTEN to GEMUNDEN were trains. | estimate that
there must have been about twelve trains each consisting of about twenty cars. It was
just getting light and it was there that | realized that | was going to run into something.
We shot up these trains and a big thirty-car ack-ack train, which was loaded with anti-
aircraft weapons and concrete pillboxes. The infantry cleaned that out. We got some
20mm fire from the vicinity of GEMUNDEN and from the other side of the train, but they

stopped firing at us as soon as the column really started rolling.

We got into GEMUNDEN and lost three tanks and a bunch of infantry, including a
platoon leader and to this day | don’t know whether he'’s dead or alive. They blew a
bridge right in our face. This bridge was the only one that would take us to the place we
were going to. After further investigation, a PW informed us that the region around
LOHR and GEMUNDEN was a marshalling area for two divisions, one division having
just unloaded in GEMUNDEN. | believed it as the Krauts were filtering all over the place.
After losing three tanks and finding the town loaded, | decided it was best not to go in
and seek another route. We backed out of town and went north.
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It was about eight-thirty when we got into RIENECK. SHAIPPACH was the town

before that. The momentum of the column was quite great and we picked up a couple of .
.. Germans in that town and used them to guide us to BURGSINN as there was no bridge

in RIENECK. In BURGSINN we captured a Kraut General and his staff. | also picked
up a Kraut civilian to guide us to the town of GRAFENDORF. We took off cross-country
and went up a mountain trail. In and around GRAFENDOREF, the task force freed 700
Russians. These Russians took a magazine and some of them armed themseives and
took to the woods in the direction from which we came. We crossed the bridge at
GRAFENDOREF and followed the river and railroad until we came to
WEICKERSGRUBEN. .

At this time — two o’clock in the afternoon, | noticed a Kraut liaison plane in the air.
| also heard vehicular movement other than my own column when we stopped. | then
stopped to orient myself and decide which way to attack this town where the PW camp
was located and also find out exactly where the American prisoners were. We left
WEICKERSGRUBEN heading northeast and were engaged in a tank fight at OBER. We
didn’t lose anything nor did the Krauts. The column started moving again, but | knew
damn well that we were going to have a tank fight real soon.

From ESCHENBACH to the campsite, we went over two bridges — bypassing the
town of HAMMELBURG. We had a tank fight and-my platoon of lights, one assault gun,
the majority of half-tracks and a platoon of infantry went and started making a move to

free the camp.

Meanwhile, my medium trucks, of which | had about six left, engaged these tanks
and knocked out three of them, also knocking out three or four ammunition trucks that
were in the Kraut column. | kept pushing the task force over the ridge onto this high
ground where about two companies of Kraut infantry were dug in. It took us two and
one-half hours to clean it up so that the infantry and tanks could move in. in the
meantime, the Kraut tanks had knocked out five of my half-tracks and three peeps, one
being a medical peep — one of the half-tracks contained gas and one other 105

ammunition.

It was about four-thirty when the first shots were fired on the guards of this military
camp. It was about six-thirty or seven-thirty in the evening when the American PW's
came out of the camp. 1 gave them instructions and as many of them as possible road
on my vehicles, reorganized and got ready to go back. A great number of PW's were in
no shape to go anywhere and they immediately took off in a group carrying a white flag
back to the camp.

Starting back, we hadn’t gone fifty yards when we lost another tank by bazooka
fire. | had to change my direction so took a compass reading and went cross-country.
Everything was fine until | crossed the bridge and got into HESSDORF and ran into two

roadblocks.
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At HOLLRICH, three more tanks were bazooked. | lost a tank company
commander there and a large group of infantrymen. Knowing that | couldn’t mess
around there, | backed out of the area into assembly for reorganization on Hill 427 —
coordinates 495652. It was about three-thirty in the mormning when | got back on this hill.
| immediately got the people together and found out how much gas we had. We
siphoned gas out of eight of the half-tracks and destroyed eight to give us some zone of
radius for the vehicles. At this particular time, | had three mediums and three lights, plus

one command truck.

it was then that | sent my last message to the battalion that the mission was
accomplished and we were on our way back for the second time. | oriented the people
and informed them to use half-tracks for bridging equipment if necessary to cross
streams so as to avoid towns. The real seriously wounded were left in a building marked

with a big Red Cross just before daylight.

| got the men together here on top of this hill and gave them a pep talk and, upon
finishing, got into my peep when the Krauts attacked. They had an unknown number of
SP's to my south, six tanks and the equivalent of two infantry companies advancing on
the position from the southeast, backed by SP’s which were stationery. To the northwest
were six Tiger tanks that were in position firing. A column of tanks came in from the
direction of WEICKERSGRUBEN when the attack commenced and stayed in the
northwest. At the time they opened up, everybody was just ready to move out. In fact, |
had pulled my peep out to form the column when they hit us with the fastest automatic
tank fire | had ever seen. My tanks returned the fire as best they could and jockeyed for
position. All the vehicles were knocked out and burning and the infantry was being
blown to bits by this direct tank fire.

The Kraut tanks and infantry advanced under this assault. They practically
destroyed the building which the wounded were in that was marked with the Red Cross.
We moved out into the woods and assembled. We then tried to get back to see what we
could salvage out of the mess, but each time we showed our faces, the infantry opened
up with small arms and the advancing tanks started firing again. We went back into the
woods and the two platoon leaders who had taken over told the men to split up in groups
of four and take off in the general direction from which we had come. The entire fight

lasted twenty-five minutes, but that was the fight.

At this time, the Krauts had the situation well in hand and they continued blowing more
bridges in preparation for a larger force. The infantry started mopping up the area with
the aid of bioodhounds from the HAMMELBURG PW camp and captured quite a number
of the men. In overrunning the positions, they also evacuated our wounded to the
hospital in the prison camp that we had just set free. Major Stiller, myself and a
lieutenant-anonymous took off in the woods. They ran us down — it got too close for
comfort. | could barely walk and had been shot in the knee and in the leg with a thirty-
eight which convinced me | had enough for a while. After being captured, we were
evacuated to the town of HUNDSFELD. The confusion was so great at that town
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nobody even bothered to search us and from there we were marched back to the
prison camp. .

. | was being partially carried-one man assisting me. Being wounded, | managed to
get in the building that night while the other prisoners were being taken away. Some of
these ex-prisoners who knew the ropes told the Krauts | was one of the group who had
escaped and should be sent to a hospital as | couldn’t walk. Before | knew it, a Kraut
woke me up and sent me by truck to a Serbian hospital at the PW camp — and 1 still had
on my equipment with the exception of the pistol — map, compass and everything else.
When | got to the hospital, | found some thirty-five of the men who were wounded in my
operation and recaptured. A German surgeon gave an American and Serbian complete
control over all the wounded and left us alone. The American doctor, Capt.
BRUBACKER, put me in a room off in a corner and | was just a patient. ‘The Germans

didn’t know who | was or anything about me.

The following day, the General of the camp came back with more guards after
marching some 500 to 600 prisoners to NURNBERG. As these American prisoners
were recaptured, they were marched back to NURNBERG. They started to evacuate
American wounded to BAD KISSINGEN which was declared an open city due to the fact
that it had some thirty to forty Kraut hospitals. They had no Americans in the town and
wanted to put up an American flag because they were afraid of trouble when the
Americans came. In this town was either Goebbel’s or Goering’s family — | couldn’t
swear to which. Within the next four days, German ambulances came and evacuated
some sixteen or eighteen Americans to this town. All during the days spent in the
hospital, the Serbs had hid American PW's that came back in their barracks. The
enlisted men’s camp had no guards whatsoever, but we gave them instructions they
were to stay in camp and not wander out. Only the French and Russians took off for the @ -
villages to get food. A batch had taken to the woods in the vicinity of the camp and they @ -
were in such a position the Krauts couldn’t handle them to evacuate them - that's the

way we wanted to keep them. : '

.

On April 6™, the 14" Armored Division rolled in with a combat command reinforced @ :
and freed the place. Immediate evacuation of our medical patients was made. The @
enlisted men and sixty-five or seventy officers that remained at that camp were taken g \
care of through proper channels. These officers | refer to are ex-prisoners who had
sneaked into the Serbian hospital — they knew the ropes. When we saw the difficulty we q
were going to have, these sixty-five remained and the balance went back to stockade.
Quite a few of those sixty-five were killed or wounded, but they were fighters.

Regarding operations, that's what transpired going from the beginning to the end.
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THE LAST PATROL

We're in this thing together; strength is made perfect in
weakness. It’s at occasions such as this that I sometimes have a
hard time keeping a stiff upper lip when I read " The Dedication”
from our AAC book Clipped Wings which covered the yankees stay at
Stalag Luft III at Sagan, Germany. This dedication depicts POW'S
who we buried: Lt Mannka, Corp Scoffer, Corp Myles, Lt Sconiers:

To the memory of these men whose untimely passing
Prevented them from sharing our privilege
0f returning to-and living in a lam_i of free men!

We’ll borrow a bit from Abraham Lincoln who said "We’ll long
remember what these men did. "These men surely died in the cause
of maintaining this land of free men."”

Up to the north at oflag 64 in Schubin, Poland we buried
Capt Terrence of the 36th Division. As fellow prisoners of war
we were tasked with the duty and honor of preparing him for
burial--we couldn’t call Schraders or Wiederspahns. Our German
captors allowed us to fabricate an American Flag with which to so
honor Capt Terrence. Even the Herr Commandant provided a yellow
wreath with the Swastika thereon as you can see from the pictures
taken by the guards from the German Compliment for this camp of
pmerican Ground Officers. Yes, I was an Army Air Corps Lt that
remained with the ground force officers at oflag 64 for most of
my two years as a POW. We joined the Luft Lads down at Nurenberg
and Mooseburg where we were liberated on 29 April 1945. .

Carrying out the regrettable need to bury your fellow Ameri-
can along with some dignity and propriety preferred by your
German Guards perhaps fulfills the wisdom of II Corinthians in
that "strength is made perfect in weakness.”

At an earlier day MIA-POW ceremony held on the Capitol
Grounds downtown then Colonel Jameson of the 90th was the guest
speaker. That day he mentioned how distressful, how anguished
the parents and families of ex-POWs must have felt during our
capture. You know some of US cried that day realizing the heart-
break and heartache that our family and friends went through
during this period of wonder and worry. So mamy had thought that
MOMS and DADS were always so stalwart, staunch and steady!

Today we are remembering our missing in action(MIA) members
and some POW’s who have dissolved into we know not where. We are
players in a game that seems beyond control of ordinary men. Are
we to survive one day at a time as did Col Jim Thompson and Navy
cmdr Everett Alverez who each spent nine years as prisoners of
war of the viet Cong. president Reagan on awarding these men
with their POW medals hailed the nations Vietnam Veterans, saying
that they had known only victory on the battlefield yet the war
had been lost at home because of "a failure of political will."
The president also said the War in Vietnam had "won time for the
rest of Southeast Asia and the rest of humanity. You sustained
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the cdream of freedcm and leave as YCUr legacy the free and vi-

brant nations of that region and the recognition that only free
nations can prosper for their peoples.” n1f there are living
Americans being held against their will, we must bring them home
or seek a full accounting of Americans ctift classified as
 MIA’s." Are we really doing all we can to eliminate or alleviate

the terrible torture and anxiety of the loved ones of our MIA's
and the questionable disappearance. of various Ww II and Korean
War captives. Mayke it will take the wiscom of ‘A Solomon. '’

ers and resolve of this day, teday 22

pernzps our acded pray
this dilemma.

Septemcer 19S2, snould bring resolution to

Mayhaps this very MEMORIAL itself is the beginning of the
ending of the anquish and torment rending the hearts of long-
enduring pecple. could be this is the proverbial ‘light.’

please God! let this Memorial Message be THE LIGHT OF
1LIGTS. Plezse Lincoln as well--"That these men have not died in
vain." Please Bill toc- Eternal rest grant unto them Lord! Lord

have mercy on US. (Without the cdots)

Hew Did I Become a POW?

on landing at Casablanca in late 1942 some of us visited a
leather shop where we bought shoulder holsters and pull-on mos-
quito boots.. On 21 July 1943 my A-36 plane got a 40 millimeter
hit forcing me to hit the silk. The opening jolt of my parachute
porred left boot off. When I hit the mountainside instead of
heading south to friendly territory, I tried to find that decggone

.t on that rocky Sicilian terrain. Right shortly I'm loocking
at several German burp pistols and the well known greeting of the
Krauts "For you the war is over."

Soon after my arrival at oflag 64 in schubin, Poland I got
inducted into the Mission-X operation, a Top Secret activity
which resulted ip intelligence data ccming into and going out of
the camp bv cladestine means. scme of us became "Ccde Users
(CU's) arranging for radio tubes to come inside softballs, a
radio antenna encased in the leg of a ping-pong table.

one of our American German-speaking officers even obtained
the crids for a VI, V2 launching facility from an untercfficer
who noted the devastation his family was suffering while hcme cn
leave. We sent the grids to Military Intelligence in Washington
where thev richeted them bBack to England culminating in a night
bembing raid that badly damaged the launching facility--hurrah,
hurrah! :
participating in this counter intelligence activity gave us
a further sense of purpcse and acccmplishment in continuing to
give the enemy a bad time.
were cautioned to remain silent about it. Many of us
participants feel that this tvre of function was the forerunner
of the Counter Intelligence Agency (czA) and could have potential
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applications 1
Options unl imi ted!

However, Floyd Schumacker,

n future conflicts and hostage tzking situations.

a stateside de-coder and opera-

tive in Washingtcn D.C. decided to write a book in 1984 with

permission
released t

gilent on for forty years. We

wouldn’t get letter wri

that's our opinion.

ting pr

of proper authority. This book, The Escape Factory
his Top Secret information that we POW'S had kept

wryly noted that future prisoners
ivileges or be allowed any recep-

tion of recreational equipment or reading material. At least,

cnmroxmm’m :

resultad 1a
His sarvices mers alse of vital izparianse te kis tallyu_

,ri:ancr’ a Baxr.

21 Auzust 1945

Kiaber—"

Becind Lieutapamt MHIldam B Famham i s o e e 2 T

~—— AT Redistributicn Station No. 3
8anta Monioca, Californis e

' My dear Lieutsnant Korbders

Word

hss just been received s+ this headquarters

that by direction of the Pressident, the Bronsze Star NHadal
has been swarded you by the ¥War Departzent.

to present
_you shortly

1% has been a source of inspiration to me %o lear
of your bsrois achievements while a priscuner of war in

. Germany, which has meritsd this onard, Your envisgble record
of sarrice to your country must be a scurce of prids %35 you.

I bave requestsd the Commanding Officer, 147 Redis-
+ributicn Staticn Jo. 3, to mskd ths necessary arrangsments ' -

this decoraticm to you. He will comxmuni cats with -
%o make plans for the presentation.

Sinocerely ycuss, .

wi. B. BE=DD
Msjor General, U.S. Ar=y
Commanding

page 20 )



A Sh d b l - ; '

>

>A Jewish man moves into a Catholic neighborhood. Every Friday the .
Catholics ] ' :

>go crazy because, while they're morosely eating fish, the Jew is outside
>parbecuing steaks. So the Catholics work on the Jew to convert him.
>Finally, by threats and pleading, the Catholics succeed. They take the Jew
>to a priest who sprinkles holy water on the Jew and intones:

"Born a Jew
Raised a Jew
Now a Catholic."

VVVVYV

>The Catholics are ecstatic. No more delicious, but maddening smells every
>Friday evening. But the next Friday evening, the scent of barbecue wafts
>through the neighborhood. The Catholics all rush to the Jew's house to
sremind him of his new diet. They see him standing over the cooking steak.

>He is sprinkling water on the meat and saying:

>

> "Born a cow

> Raised a cow
> Now a fish."

>
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Subject: FW: pope vs the jews

A long time ago, the Pope decided that all the Jews had to leave the
>Vatican. Naturally there was a big uproar from the Jewish community.
>So the Pope made a deal. He would have a religious debate with a
>member of the Jewish community. |f the Jew won, the Jews could stay.

>If the Pope won, the Jews would leave.

>The Jews realized that | they had no choice. So they picked a middle . .

>aged man named Moishe to represent them. Moishe asked for one

>addition
>to the debate. To make it more interesting, neither side would be

>allowed to talk. The pope agreed.

> .

>The day of the great debate came. Moishe and the Pope sat opposite
>each other for a full minute before the Pope raised his hand and
>showed three fingers. Moishe looked back at him and raised one finger.
- The Pope waved his fingers in a circle around his head. Moishe
>pointed to the ground where he sat. The Pope pulled out a wafer and a
>glass of wine. Moishe pulled out an apple. The Pope stood up and
>said, "l give up. This man is too good. The Jews can stay."

>An hour later, the cardinals were all around the Pope asking him what
>happened. The Pope said: "First | held up three fingers to represent
>the Trinity. He responded by holding up one finger to remind me that
>there was still one God common to both our religions. Then | waved my
>finger around me to show him that God was all around us. He responded
>by pointing to the ground and showing that God was also right here
>with us. | pulled out the wine and the wafer to show that god absolves
_>us from our sins. He pulled outan apple 1o remind ‘me’of original

>sin. He had an answer for everything. 'What could | do?" - '

>

>happened?” they asked. "Well," said Moishe, "First he said to me that

>the Jews had three days to get out of here. | told him that not one of

>us was leaving. Then he told me that this whole city would be cleared

>of Jews. | let him know that we were staying right here."

>"And then?" asked a woman. . T

" don't know," said Moishe. "He took out his lunch and | t
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- The names Lincoln and Kenned

Abraham Lincoin was elected to Congress i.n 1846.
John F. Kennedy was elected to Ccongress in 1946

Abraham Lincoin was elected President in 1860.
John F. Kennedy was elected president in 1960.

y each contain sewen letters.

Both were particularly concemed with Civil rights.
Both wives lost their children while 1iMng in the White House.

Both Presidents were shot on a Friday.

Both were shot in the head.

Here is an interesting one...

Lincoln's secretary was named Kennedy.
Kennedy's secretary was named Lincoin.

Both were assassinated by Southemers.
Both were succeeded by Southemers.

Both successors were named Johnson.
Andrew Johnson, who succeeded Lincoln, was bom in 1808.
Lyndon Johnson, who succeeded Kennedy, was bom in 1908.

John Wilkes Booth, who assassinated Lincoln was bom in 18389.

Lee Haney Oswald, who assassinated Kennedy was bom in 1939.

Both assassins were known by their thies names.
Both names compromise fifteen letters.

Booth ran from the theater and was caught in a warehouse.
Oswald ran from a warehouse and was caught in a theater.

Booth and Oswald were assassinated before their tnals.

And last but not least,

A week before Lincoln was shot he was in Monroe, Maryland.
A week before Kennedy was shot he was in Marilyn Monroe.
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THE BULGE REVISITED
(The following is a newspaper feature I wrote which I thought might also be of interest 1o the men of Oflag 64:

not many of the Schubin crowd had participated in the Battle of the Bulge, but many of their units were there.
Also, I know a lot of us trained at Indiantown Gap in WWII or subsequent service in the Army Reserve or
National Guard, or were discharged from there. I've made a few additions and changes to make it more
suitable for our audience. - Jerry Alexis) :

When he made his farewell address to the cadets at West Point, General Douglas MacArthur ended by say-
ing, "Old soldiers never dic, they just fade away.” Not pecessarily! A lot of us veterans tell war stories, or better still, go
off to re-enactments of by-gone battles.

That's what happened the weekend of Jan. 30-31 when sbout a dozen of us from the greater Pittsburgh arca -
mostly WWII prisoners of war - drove to Fort Indiantown Gap Military Reservation for a re-enactment of the Battle of the
Bulge put on by the World War II Preservation Federation and co-sponsored by the Veterans of the Battle of the Bulge
organization. Driving through thes'now,slea,undminFﬁdaymonﬁng,oud;oughtswembacktodwndsemblewemhaof
the Battle of the Bulge in December 1944mdwondered-wmied.rmﬂy-ifwr!dhnvethattomhtmlism for the weekend.
Forumately, after we crossed the mountains the weather cleared up and the snow disappeared.

As we pulied into the barracks area where we'd be staying, chills of remembrance went throngh us as we saw
hundreds of soldiers in American, German, and British Commonwealth uniforms. There were also jecps, half-tracks,
weapons carTiers, anti-tank guns, motorcycles, trucks, scout cars, and even tanks all over the place. Talk about deja vu!
After we signed in and unpacked our gear in the famniliar WWII two-story barracks, now warmly insulated and covered
with aluminum siding but still with bunk beds and wall lockers, we returned to Friday’s main feature, a huge WWII fiea

market.
Intwofoxmezreaeaﬁonhallsdncwucmwsoftaﬂcsﬁledhighwiﬂ:mﬂformsofevcrynation,aswellasinsig-

nia and shoulder patches. You could buy mess kits, back packs, bayonets, entrenching tooks, and just about any other kind
of memorabilia you can imagine. If you wore it or carried it in WWII, it was there. Outside in a large parking lot there
were dozens of other dealers selling out of their vans, trucks, and car trunks. Prices scemed rather high to those of us not
into the re-cnactment bobby, $60 for U.S. Army fatigue pants or shirts, for example. Surprisingly, one of our group bought

a “mint shape™ Genman officer’s hat for $20.
mmmofmewholewedtadmﬁjﬁngwﬂhmem Most were in their 20's to 40's, although

some were WWII veterans. Next door to us was an infantry platoon represeating the Grossdeutschland Division. Each
manhadassumedtheidaltityofanmalWWﬂsoldicrinthatmit, and from their service records obtained from Ger-
many, and could tell us their hometown and dates and places of the battles they had fought. Their barracks walls were

oovaedMonlywiﬂ:nﬁﬁmrysigns,bmmagmdApostusmdphotos.mtdlyomitg:veme,goose-bmnpsasaformer-

POW in Germany! :
OneoftbemostinuiguingpieosofequipmenlformewastheiermWehrmdnﬁeldstoveofﬂwtypeﬂm

aocompaniedom'POWmmhcolumn350milesaaosnoﬂhcnPolmddemnanyinem‘lyl945aslheykeptusfrom
being liberated by the Russians. The stove's about three-foot square and contains three pressure cooker compartments
eupgbleoffeedingwmTheconnupﬁmismaunwdmwheclsmdkmamﬂahhchfahmﬂing.ﬂue‘sadanomn-
ablesmokcsmkabmfonrfeatallandifsﬁredwithwood.lwasanp' that [ was the only veteran and ex-POW
who had ever seen one of the stoves!

I found out from their mess sergeant as we visitors ate kariofell soup and sauerkraut und wurst from their cooker
that they had gotten it as surpins from the German Bundeswehr which told them it was a 1957 model, but closely re-
scmbledthcoﬁginﬂWWHone.(lmvoudlfathaL) However, when they started to clean and repair it, they discovered
equipman[l)phtesﬂmlisteditasbdngmadein1944.’]'hcywaeecstaﬁcatﬁ1cirgoodhck.

AmongﬁeAmuicanmﬁtsmentedwmdmZSﬂ:andZ%lnfanﬂyDivisons,ﬂ)e4thArmotedDivision,and
the 101st Airborne Divison. The Commonwealth wits included the Irish and Welsh Guards and the Queen's Own Cana-
dian Regiment; their members were all from Canada. Allied barracks included footlockers laid out for inspection.

'l'here-macuncntSanndaymomingmdisq:poimingNobodysecmedtolmowwhmitwasgoingtobeheld.
Thcrewaemmo:sﬂutwc‘dbedﬁvingsevulmilwtowhereitwasheldhstyear,soweallpiledimaourws,tmcks,and .
vans,radytomoveout.’l‘hmthcysaiditwasgoingtobeattheGap'smiJiWyairponamilcorsoaway.Finallywewerc L
tolditwasgoingtobconthemoumzinsidebdﬁndtheﬁﬂcrangswhidlmlocatedonlythrecblocksﬁmnmxrbamcks ‘
Just like the "snafu's® and “hurry-up-and-wait's of our WWII days!

By now it was nine o'clock mdthedayhndnnnedomdearmds\my,alﬁxmxghhﬂ;eBO'smdwindy.mmits
moved down the range road about a quarter of a mile and disappeared into the woods. Soon we could hear firing in the
distance, slowly coming back toward us. ‘We ran up to the top of the target parapets to try to see the action, but were

Page 24



..‘..

ordered back down. As the fighting drew closer to us, they

s'ditwasallrighttogobaﬂ:w,butwcsﬁllcmﬂdn‘tsecmuch

of anything in the woods and brush cxceptforaf:wﬁguresaawlingorrming. A few German POW's were brought our
us. As the action moved farther away we left. Those who've attended Revolutionary and Civil War re-enactments '
would have been disappointed after the open-field exercises they've seen at Busiyy Run, Brandywine, Antictam, and
Gettysburg. For us there was no sicge of Bastogne or St. Vith nor hand-to-hand combat such as at the Balge.

On Samrday night most of the 1,100 re-enactors and 150 visiting veterans attended a dmner at the former NCO
Club, now the Community Center. We old-timers were encouraged to wear our wartime uniforms, but few of us can get
intothun.ldohmapairoffaﬁgmmdmhabootsﬁnlcnsﬂlsqnmhw,solwo:ethm T

ltwasananuljoyd)letimcformadnm'pickedowbmhs' about our experiences so they could

improve their performances inthe futare. No, old soldiers don't just fade away!
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zhe 211 yard. Thls we3s cn ths railroad wilch ran ,arellel

—_—
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thet we were mercring along at epproximately

to-the roal

2720 metersirco our position. after the fourth wave cI bem- .
pers nhzi gone cver us trelr somos had brecreted tneir tar-
s=t,wne rziiyeri. Toe ~1 24 wave o0 bezbers bracketsd cn

cur cice c? tne rzilrcad yaris and éropped 23C and 57C ‘
zcuni ocmds 2.1 a2icag cur cclumn, T.e frent ci ocur coiumzn

(we were _n pine wecls aleng siie of the road) was nit the

reriest as trhe 5CO0 pcund bomts were ccncentrated in tnis
arez.Cfficers from tne 106 th and they sufferel manjy
cesusz_ties. I was at the rear of the ccluzn ané six bombs
£231 in our general zarez,two of which were witnin 20 fi.
of me. Cne of tzese brcke a water mzin wajich flooded tnre
@itch bezide the rcad where I was lylng. There were (24)

cfficers k.lled ané fodr more died from the effecis.There

were (23) rcspitell cases.A Gerzan guard within (i0) ft.
of e wz3 zilled., Ctz=rs in the arsz were iniured,now-
svsr, nct seriously. The eonly e’Tects it hazd on e was &
swellen face. An ammmhitlon dump had been tre terget for
tne Besting. We coull hszr tine duzp exrloéing leng alfter
we l=Ii Ltrhe egree.

ipril A-Rested aftsr the pexbing. Cne Red Cress foed percel
for e2ch man. Tiere were (52) officers and {3) crésrlies
frez Cliag 54 on the meren. :

April T-ierched from Feucht 0O Such (15 klms)

zpril &- Merched:i frcm Bucn e Seligenporten (il zmsz)¥
3tzyed in 2 lorge barn ¢ Tew ks frcx villaze.

April S- Rested and repzired snces Jor tnosé o +the march
se 3 :

wno
imril 10- larched froz Selizenporien te Trassach (15 kns)

auril 13- tascied frez veventiiil to Zell (12 ums.), Heard
svels died yesterds

april 13- zercred Ircn Zell to Srafaniil (21 xms).

- Res+ied znd regeirec srnces, reotie Very pcor in

Y

17- yerched froa 3nafshlill to weltendburg (21 kas).
ed Denube cn a scow, water anyinlzg but blue.

april 12- Zarched Irez veltenburg tclEzljénoach (12 xms).
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IOWA GOLD STAR MUSEUM
7700 NW Beaver Drive
Johnston, IA 50131-1902
515-252-4531

Herb Garris
P.O. Bax 1693
Pinehurst, NC 28374

January 21, 1998
Dear Mr. Garris:

I would like to acknowledge receipt of the beautiful plaque presented to the
lowa Gold Star Museum. BG Verris Hubbell (Ret.) was kind enough to have
recently invited me to his residence to accept the plaque on behalf of the
museum.

It is understood this was prepared and initially presented by the OFLAG 64
reunion group at their 1997 gathering in Rhode Island, with the expressed
intent of donating it to the museum. The museum will be happy to incorporate
this into our existing Prisoner of War exhibit where the model of OFLAG 64 is
on display.

S rely,

_ \ ¢ /
Daniel E. Faxen
Museum Technician

page 30
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KATYN: Stalin’s Massacre
and the Seeds of Polish
Resurrection
By Allen Paul
Naval Institute Press, $19.95

BY HERB GARRIS

This is clearly one of the most
remarkable works on the tragic
story of The Katy Massacre, a
carefully designed and executed
execution of some 15,000 Polish
members of their armed forces
and many of the elite civilian
population among Poland’s
professional, highly esteemed
citizens. :

It began with the invasion of

Allen Paul

Poland by the German
Wehrmacht and Lufrwaffe in
1939. Mass population
deportations and flights began
shortly after the German
presence and the Occupation
with its attendant robbery and
pillaging  escapades. The
Soviets, after the 1941 invasion
by the Germans, joined in the
mass shift of population
movements into Eastern Russia
and even to the Siberian areas.
The horrible execution and
burial site with three adjacent
areas of common graves was

cibull dazed,and pineed with?.

. THE PILOT-Southern Pines. North Carolind |

_ A A A A A A A A B A J

“Monday. December 22, 1997

~Story Of Little Known War

young saplings 10 conceal the

~ despicable acts.  The specific

location of the tragedy is near
Smolensk in White Russia along
the Dnieper River and is called
Katy Forest.

The actual slayings took place
in April and May of 1940.
These horrible and inhumane
acts were mever publicly

. revealed until the Soviet Leader

Gorbachev made a personal
announcement and assumed full
responsibility for the slayings
on April 30, 1990, 53 years
later.

Its discovery was made by the
German occupying troops w?xo
detected a hungry wolf pawing
and recovering relic items 1n
their search for food in the
grave vicinity.

Here the author shows the
classic and sad examples -of

Pnland as a nation with its'

vulnerable geographic location
and the resuitant harsh treatment
it has received for years from its
more aggressive and powerful
neighbors. It vividly shows

how Stalin allowed many "

citizens to flee to friendly
countries and even permitted
some of the military personnel
to serve under the Soviet colors.

Many who fled to safety and
under the Polish Government in
exile in London flew with the
RAF and others fought
alongside the 5th Army in Italy
under General Mark Clark with
compiete dedication and
devotion. Some negotiation was
possible between the Allies in
Poland's behalf but it was weak
and never satisfactory. This
includes the hidden details of
Russia's part in the Katyn
tragedy.

The author, with his profound
research, is highly commended
for his first hand interviews with
many of the few living
survivors. For them to have the
recall of events and peopie from
so long ago is remarkable.

While this reviewer actually
knows only two people who are
familiar with and have been 10
the Katyn site, they share 2
compelling and touching story

of what they saw and the lasting
imnrecsinn it 1oft An them
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Crime

~ One in parucular 1s a close
friend of mine who in early Mayv
1943 was hand picked by the
high German authorities to visit
Katyn. The German hope was
for team of two officers to view
and maks a case for the Soviets
having commuitted the atrocines.
and that it was not the work of
the German S. S. or Gestapo. In
short time, in Krakow in the
center Market Square. a palling
and dignified ceremony was
conducted on live radio upon
the arrival of several bodies
which were exhumed and
brought home for burial with
church bells tolling and the
names of the victims read for
the citizens to hear.

The American officers were
completely positive of their
findings and were immediately
held to swom secrecy of what
they saw. Why? Because the
Allies had already grief enough
with  Stalin  and  while
svmpathetic to Poland, they did
not hold the means to do
anything at that time. Congress,
some seven years later as the
Korean War was at hand,
launched an investigation,
which was most revealing. Yet
the highest government levels
came to the conclusion to leave
well enough alone. By then the
Cold War was a looming threat
1o the free world with the

Soviets holding the nuclear
weapons and capability to
launch them.

In summary, this fine work
deserves reading by the- public
in general, but more especially
the military and Foreign Service
as well as scholars of political
science and foreign relations. It
clearly delineates the ends to
which cruel and harsh dictators
often pursue their own selfishly
goals. Yet with it lies an unusual
enigma in the mind of this

reviewer. How could leaders of -

this ilk so mislead their =
.constituents, continuing 3 war
that they knew as early as .
January of 1943, could not be
won? ' :
This is a verv fine work and -
provides a great service of
showing us how fortunate we
are with life in a reasonable

J oae s e s



IOWA GOLD STAR MUSEUM
7700 NW Beaver Drive
Johnston, 1A 50131-1902
515-252-4531

Herb Garris
P.O. Box 1693
Pinehurst. NC 28374

January 21, 1998
Dear Mr. Garrlis:

I would like to acknowledge receipt of the beautiful plaque presented to the
Jowa Gold Star Museum. BG Verris Hubbell (Ret.) was kind enough to have
recently invited me to his residence to accept the plaque on behalf of the

museurn.

It is understood this was prepared and initially presented by the OFLAG 64
reunion group at their 1997 gathering in Rhode Island. with the expressed
intent of donating it to the museum. The museum will be happy to incorporate
this into our existing Prisoner of War exhibit where the model of OFLAG 64 is

on display. :

Sgrely.
Daniel E. Foxen |
Museum Technician
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Roy D. Moser became a prisoner of war on Dec.

GLDBE STAFF PHOTO / THOMAS JAMES HURST

19, 1944 the beginning of a 41/"-month experience that haunted him for decades.

Acknowled

Rostom Elobe, lD/Q’?

By Chns Black
GLOBE STAFF

ASHINGTON - More
tan half a centwry after’
Being castured and tor-
turad oy the Nazis, a re-
tired Buston poh'Le officer
neved d step closer vesterday to being com-
ensaizd hHy Ge"'xan‘. for the time he spent
1 a conceniration camp dinring Warld Was
L. ) .
The House Judiciary Committee vester-
:_'.' u:p,. oved 3 Ll thal would aliew Roy D.
sser o Holbreox 1o appiy for reparations
:ri»: the Hoiocaust Claims Settlement

T"‘e srogram implemerts a 1995 treaty

at reguirss the German government to pay
1 unsgecified sum to US citizers who were
niined to concentration camps or sub-
mps during the war. Other types of camps,
:luding holding =amps and POW camps, are
t covered by the ire

Moser was six 'nonths oid when his famiiy
wedl 20 the Boston area rrom Halifax, Nova
dta. He eniisted in the Armyin 1942 think-
*he was a naturajized citizen. He jater
nd out he was not, and became a US citi-
saiter the war,

The ‘egislatior Sied 2y Representative
liam Deiahune f):' Quinc;.' wouid make

who grew :nin Dorehesrar wiloihls

Bill to enable reparatlons

for POW tortured by Nazis

for reparations by declaring he was a natural-
ized citizen when his military service began.
The measure stiil must be approved by the
full House and the Senate. where Senator

Edward M. Kennedy is working on the issue.

‘The Judicir Commirtaa aicn anproved a
bill tiled by Delahunt for John A, Cha]ot a
retired posl.al worker from Florida who was
tield in Buchenwaid when captured by the
Germans aiter nis fighter plane crashed in
Holland.

“When they were prisoners of war, they
were treated as Americans. When they were
at Buchenwald. they were Americans. When
they were being tortured and abused. they
were Americans,” Delahunt said. “They aoso-
lutely deserve to be compensated.”

“I wanted to fight the enemies of the
United States. Su [ volunteerad for the para-
Lmops. said Moser, who was sent to France.

He heiped with the Allied push o licerate
ti:at country, out the Nazis captured Moser
after his unit, the 2Sth Dmsmn a Pennsylva-
nia National Guard unit. ran out of ammuni-

tion and was forced to swrender.

“There were too many of them and too
few of' us. It was that <1mnle= \Ioser said in a

saianhianm fne -
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gment for a nightmare

pusoner of war on Dec 1‘.', 1944 the begin-
ning of a 4%2-mo:.th nightmare that haumeu

" him for decades. “It was a tervible experi-
ence,” he said remembering the capture. “We
were locked into box cars and bombed in
Frankfurt.”

The 350 POWs initial' - were confined to
Sulag 9B, a Nazi POW camp. But in Febru-
ar 1945, Mocer and the otiier prisoners were
transierred to Berga, a sub- -camp of Niznhon.

“wali.

“They actua]lv workec. 'ou and ~tar. ed

Aamels " o ot
soute deatin,” said Mosar,

’4 oi the American soidiers died uum

~a-

- tion, overwork, disease. and physical abuse.
.In eariy April 1945, the prisoners were foreed

oti a death march away from the advancing
Allies. By the time thev were liberated on
Aprii 27, only 280 Americans were still alive.
. Three days after leaving the Army in
1943, he got married. Moser and his wife
Thelma aventuaily moved from Boston to
Hoicrook. where they raised four daughters.
They have 10 grandchildren. _
Moser, who spent 32 yoars as a Boston
poiice officer until his retirement eight vears
ago. said he is grateful that he may be com-
pensaied by the German government. but the
acknowledgment of wrongdoing is more im-
portant than any qioney he may receive.
“Arter 52 years, they are finaily comung
throuzh. [ anpreciate all the waork thar ‘e ba-
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~ “Citizen Soldiers’ Deserves Ac_cbla‘de's

CITIZEN SOLDIERS
By Stephen E. Ambrose
Simon & Schuster, 1997, $27.50

BY HERBERT L. GARRIS

This is the third of three most
impressive works by Stephen
Ambrose from 1994 with “D-
Day June 6, 1944,” to the com-
pelling ' story of “Undaunted
Courage™ as shown in the his-
toric Lewis and Clark expedition
across the west to the Pacific,
and now his return to the events
of the larger and overall picture
of the European Theater of oper-
ations 1 World War I].

This work struck me primarily
as a splendid tribute to the junior
officers and enlisted men and
their grear effort in this conflict.
Those who had entered from
high school, college, civilian
occupations and their families to
proudly join a call to arms by our
wtion. The author carefully

wove into the parallels he found
in other “citizen soldiers” from
wars of early times, more specif-
ically, the Civil War. The latter
was a national matter in which
our democratic leaders of the
New Republic were unwilling to
meet, wlk and negotiate a solu-
tion to what subsequently led to
the deadly killing ground
between the Union and

Conifederate military forces. The
author earlier into his associate
professorship of history at Johns
Hopkins University wrote of a
very similar case of our disas-
trous course of action in the
Vietnam days. He describes it as
a time of ‘“high politics, peace
and war, and a flagrant abuse of
power-and trust by our national
leaders.”

It is not a book about aenerals
and senior commanders, yet they
receive some considerable anten-
tion throughout, but it is a work
shown in careful detail with his
fine research about how these
young soldiers served and
endured and won.

The format of the book is com-
mendable in its convenient map
coverage and germane photos in
each of the chronological divi-
sions. They include: “The Battle
for France at the German
Border,” “Life in the ETO.” and
“Overrunning Germanv.” Thi:
reviewer was there on the same
ground for nearly all of the peri-
od and can attest to the accuracy
of the vivid account Ambrose
has presented so well.

Some of the harshest weather,
along with a formidable and bat-
tled tested enemy, led to the
extremely high casualties of
Omaha and Utah beach heads,
an ill-fated airborne operation
into Holland, and a capricious
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dream of hope which Hitlrr pro-
posed and antempted to execute -
the bloody Battle of the Bulge --
and to split the Allied armies ana
to seize the vital port or
Antwerp. The onslaught was
impeded with an incomparable
cost in our forces and equipment
under the most extreme weathar
conditions, vet they held!

In summary, this reviewer has
the highest respect zne apprecia-
tion «f the fine work, which e
var well gomrays ard redi
iie many uaheralded and bras e
dedicaied men and wemen who
supported the fighting elements.
It was fought with such determi-
nation to win, through cohesion,
loyalty and bravery. Simply put,
these “Citizen Soldiers” -are
tinally recipicnts of an honored
accolade.

An exceptionally well-wrinten
and documented story meant for
all readers.
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