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PINEHURST, NC: Thisisa note to all of our
members and surely not an easy one to write. This Issue
of The Item is my last one as your Editor. There are many
old and new friends among you in my brief two years of
’tenure and what a pleasure it was to receive your manK
.cards and letters as well as your generous support for the
Postage Fund. :

The production of The ltem will still be handled by John
Dsiack up in Gladwyne, PA. after the final copy is made for
.him. His many calls, notes and letters in his overall

support with many timely and thoughtful ideas have
@ made my assigned task easier and more enjoyable.

B The reasons for my abrupt departure as Editor are a
number of close, personal and private ones. Ethelene

.has, in the past few months, experienced a serious
medical problem which will require some very close and
individual attention from me. The mini-strokes are

@) always a warning and they have certainly gotten our

. attention.

.My best wishes to each of you and our address has not
changed. The Guest Editors have agreed to accept my
P book reviews and articles of interest. ETHELENE AND

HERBERT L. GARRIS.
D PINEHURST, NC: The Reunion this year in Fort

Worth, 6-9th October, was a very enjo able one and

P especially well organized. Our many t anks to the
Chairmen, Al and Dorothy Cecil, Roger and Ruby

D Cannon, and Helen and Roy Chappell. The overall

D program was an attractive tribute theme to the Carter
family. We had about 120 present this year, a bit smaller

 than previous ones. Thank you all for a job well donel!

HERBERT L. GARRIS
LOUISVILLE, KY: An area which | regret to report

< is the lack of great success in the sales of the 50th
P Anniversary Book. Some 300 copies still are in the
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warehouse in Louisville unsold. At our business meeting,
some very good ideas were floated by some members
present in pressing along for potential markets for them.
Worse yet, at least two of our own members have sunk
$10,000 of their money into this venture and the sooner
we sell these copies they may be reimbursed. My only
recommendation is that if you do not have a copy, or
even if you do, please think of buying others for friends,
your schools, and libraries in your own towns.

The order blank is shown below. Please help us clear up
this seemingly stymied program. HERBERT L. GARRIS

Name_

Address

City Stale’

Phong Zip

Pleasesendme_________ coples & $50.00 per book. Y531 dg1ivery
A check is enclosed for §,

: :gelgm this order form along with your check in the enclosed envelope, - -
_Make check payable to OFLAG 64 Ex-POW 50th Anniversary Kommittee. . " -

SALISBURY, NC: Eugene, your kind letter,
enclosed, is deeply appreciated. It surely was a
ceremony with a lot of dignity and devotion. Thank you
so much for asking me to participate. You will note that
the program is enclosed along beside your letter. My
very best to Nancy Perry, Rhonda Presson, Father Tom
Clement, Pat Ansbro and your Volunteer each Thursday,



Bob Cheatham. Particularly impressive were the some
twenty veterans who stood and told of their personal
memories from the European and Pacific Theaters of
Operation. What also was unique was the photo made of
the four from Oflag 64 present, with Tom Wingate, from
Kannapolis who is not shown. EUGENE KONIK, V.A.

MEDICAL CENTER DIRECTOR
DAYTONA BEACH, FL: Richard, thanks for

your letter and the generous check for the Postage Fund.
The one most pleasant aspect of being your Editor,
reading where many, like you, were stationed at Fort
Bragg close by, and became acquainted with The
Sand%'nills and Pinehurst. Your kind remarks were well
stated and | am so glad you liked it that well. Each week
or so a local paper called the Gazette is published most
of the copy devoted to the Village years ago. They are so
homespun and fascinating with much history of the 100
years from a pine forest scratch start. As noted in the
previous paragraphs, a book does exist about our place of
domicile for awhile in Szubin, Poland at Oflag 64. Itis a
handsome book and copies are available so please get an
order off for one. After you receive it and have had time
to make some impressions, please be kind enough to
write me about it.

On the Gazette above, if you would like a copy of it,
please let me know later. Many thanks, and my best
wishes to you for your kind thoughts. RICHARD T.
MESKELL

WAIALUA, HI: 8ill, you have not yet responded to
my request for the remainder of the copy of the articles
you placed in your local paper. The first, and only one |
saw, was very good. It is never too late, so do what you

feel best.

Your reunion in Seattle with the 501st P.I.R. and "A"
Company sounded great. We missed you at Fort Worth,
but with your busy travel and work load with Robinson
Trust and as Hawaii’s Army Liaison, it is even a wonder
we saw you show up at the Louisville event. Some good
news - Roy and Karin Smith from Alabama, Carl Bedient
and Mary Arnold from Wichita and | did some
embroidering on the Odessa trip from the haystack at
Baron Von Rosen’s huge cattle farm near Exin. Best
wishes to Pa3gy and you. BILL PATY

BERMUDA VILLAGE, ADVANCE, NC:

Jack, (General that is), thank you for coming to the V.A.
Program and visiting with us. Your frequent calls and
your notes are always welcome and so up beat. (Jack was
my host for a lovely luncheon at his most attractive place
in The Village back in the spring and it was a joy).

The photo taken of the four of us from Oflag 64 was
great.

Shortly, | will be with General Yarborough and return
some r\alf dozen of his book on Anzio, plus the stirring

VCR on Anzio, and show him our pictures. Our love and
prayers to your lady and you. BRIG.. GEN. JOHN W.
DODSON, USA, RET

CHARLOTTE, NC: Gene, thanks for your
clarification of Chaplain (Father) Emil J. Kapaun. Glad
that you enjoyed the article which is enclosed in this
Issue. An interesting happen-stance took place recently
at the Salisbury V.A. Program mentioned above, where |
met and had a few minutes with Charles Poteat, one of
the State Officers with the Ameri-POW/MIA Group. He
holds you and Rose in very high esteem as many others of
us do.

A bit later in this Issue, you will note that Nina and Bob
Weinberg from Kerrville, TX and heads of Stalag Luft Ili
came to Fort Worth and we were delighted to have them
along. He gave us a real insight on their huge
organization.

As | part the responsibilities of The Item, | thank you for
all the many things you have done to assist me.
Sincerely. CHAPLAIN (DOCTOR) EUGENE L. DANIEL,
JR.

BRANDON, MS: Tom and Forrestine, what a.
pleasant surprise for me to see you and visit at Fort Worth
after so many years. The arrival of you two made my trip!
It appears on an early count that you all and Joe
Ainsworth upped the Mississippi attendee count to 100%,
congratulations -- to Brandon and Jackson.

Soglad | could act as your proxy on the door prize,

~ Forrestine, having just seen the two of you on the elevator

at the Saturday night dinner.

You will still stand tall for us for many years to come with
your devoted and talented service with your fine baritone
voice at Szubin. And, likewise for Kermit Hansen from
up in Omaha, NE.

Will see or call Francis Stevens next week in Washington,
as | usually do on those trips. They are such kind an

very generous people in their home. He has retired from
the old Antioch School of Law after a successful career on
their faculty. He is now deeply involved in researching
the history of their small church near Dumbarton Oaks in
Georgetown.

Thank you for coming and our best. TOM AND
FORRESTINE HOLT

COLUMBIA, SC: Don, it is always good to be one
of Col. Millett’s troopers from the 507th P.L.R. That crazy
exhibit that we pulled on the curb in front of the Radisson
Plaza needs some fine tuning and some additional voices
to help us along as we cut loose with "We're All
Americans and Proud to Be" and "He Ain’t Gonna Jump
No More". | expect the program committee will no doubt
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find a place for the encore in Atlanta in 1995. Welcome
@;our recommendations!

@so ¢lad you got to see your son in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia
.an the beauty that you described of the Persian Gulf.

econd note, hope the hip is on the mend and especiall
since it is your fourth one. Also, thank you for the chec
@or the Postage Fund.

@0ur best to your son on that Gulf assignment and to you.

.DON G. RAUL
®NIMES FRANCE: Aimee, your letter was so

.thoughtfu{and it is therefore enclosed in this Issue.

Deeply regret our not being able to get to see each other

o Normandy in June, but please stay in touch. (Aimee
wrote a poignant and touching book on his trials as a

@ conscripted French laborer for the Germans shortly after
the overrun by the Germans in 1940. He later became a

.minister and has traveled widely, even to America, and

.devotes-his life to the service of his church. His book
came to me in an unusual way via John Slack, who found
it at a used book store in Philadelphia. He asked me to

W view it and a friendship sprang from it. Our very best
wishes to you, and for those who have not had the good

.~fortune to see and read the book, it is titled PRISONER -
20-801: A FRENCH NATIONAL IN THE NAZI LABOR

.CAMPS. Southern Illinois University, $12.00, 1987.

e

PASTOR AIMEE BONIFAS

®

.ATHENS, GA: Clementine and Boomer, thanks for
the nice note about the courage required to run THE

® POST OFLAG 64 ITEM and it is included in this Issue.

@ Our trip to Warm Springs, the Callaway Gardens and
finally to Lake Eufaula and fort Gaines was a great

o success. Though the Gulf low produced a lot of rain

® enroute home, we made good progress. Ethelene was so
impressed with the Georgia White House - so neat and

@ attractive.

®cid you were able to locate and narrow down the "Old

® Tom" you were searching for and can place it correctly.
Am looking forward to your new book in the next few
months. It, too, is a glimpse of Life in Oflag 64, which
will be some good reading for all of us.

(Boomer has two radio stations in Athens and is a staunch
o supporter of the Georgia Bull Dogs.)

® Boomer, thank you also for the generous subscription you
sent to me of Athens, one really attractive monthly

® magazine which tells the Athen story in some elegance.

® Your generous check to the Postage Fund, as you do
annually, was appreciated too.

Sorry that the Rotary official dutz| called and you could

therefore not come to Fort Worth, and we understand.

Warm and best wishes. H. RANDOLPH (BOOMER)
HOLDER ‘

PINELLAS PARK, FL: Kathryn, (this is John Slack’s
sister to whom | loaned a copy of Abe Baum’s RAID)
thanks for your note and the prompt return of the book to
me. For anyone who knows military history, it was a
tragic story of a "mission unfulfilled" and with great losses
attendant.

Your report and reaction to John’s of the treatment on the
march back to the homeland, to us and many others, is
understandable and perceptive. My path was not severe

-going through Russia and a copy © that is in the mail to

you. With warm respect and best wishes. MRS.
KATHRYN JOLLEY

- SALEM, OR: Lloyd, what an accolade you so well

deserve in your constant trace of others your friends may
have lost contact with.

Your own kind feeling for your step-son reminds me ofa
great trip | made with David, my son-in-law to Normandy
this past June. He too, was as appreciative and
understanding as anyone | saw with this apparent
empathy for those lost there and those present at
Colleville Cemetery ceremonies.

Please get me off a copy of THE BLUE CHIPS. | want to
review it for your work, especially as the mentor of the
two authors. It looks like a winner to me. Also, please
send me a profile piece on Sir Michael Davis. | would
like to try to run it before long. Best wishes and keep up
the good work. LLOYD R. SHOEMAKER

PHOENIX, AZ: Charles, thank you for your remarks
to me recently. Glad you and your wife are doing well.

Best wishes. CHARLES W. MOORE
NORTHWOOD, 1A: Charles, thank you for your

warm letter in August.  You will be real pleased that for
three years now the most looked at and enjoyed single
item brought in bl our members is your Official Oflag 64
Roster. Your work was truly yeoman in the compiling
and doing most of it by hand. It is perhaps the one most
used reference at your reunions. Your generous check for
the Postage fund came; we appreciate it.

O. L. Bradford, another 1st F.A. Onsn, Bn. member and !
spent quite a few minutes together this year. Among
others, we spoke and referred to where the Presnell’s and
the meetings which still are conducted quarterly at the
NCO Club at Fort Bragg.

Understand your reluctance in traveling as far as Fort
Worth. Just stay strong and keep in tough. Sincerely.
CHARLES JONES

CLEMSON, SC: Ellen, our congratulations to you, a

dear lady just now 90 years young. Your nice note is 5O



typical of the well earned title of "Steel Magnolia". It
seems to fit perfectly in your case.

Our love and best wishes and we hope to see you in
Atlanta, your home, in 1995.

Thanks for the Postage Fund check very much. MRS.
ELLEN (WRIGHT) BRYAN ‘

BLOOMINGTON, IN: Hilda, received your
check and the note with it. Am glad you will stay in
Indiana for awhile and your correct address is shown with
this issue. With your many contacts, hopefully we might
be able to put some of the copies into the U. of IN.
libraries across the state. It surely is a mix of history and
social studies with such good examples.

Our prayers are with you for your husband and a speedy
recovery for him. See you could not make it to Fort
Worth. HILDA U. STUBBINGS, PH.D.

KERRVILLE, TX: Nina and Bob, what a great treat
you provided us with your coming to our reunion this
year. It was a great honor and a pleasure for us to have
you there and to visit and sit down with you a number of

times.

Thankyou for the sales tip that you gave me on the entry
to the Park and Monument Associates. Good news, for |
have spoken to George Manucci in Conshohocken, PA,
and he has moved me in the right direction at the
individual parks showing them the book and encouraging
them to stock them for sale. Wow!

Am still interested in the 1995 reunion of your Group and
will keep you posted. Thanks again for your presence.
NINA AND BOB WEINBERG

HAMILTON, GA: jane, we missed you this year in -

Forth Worth. Hope you are well and that is not the
reason. You really missed a good one. Had so many
unsolicited remarks given to me about the coverage we
have made in using Peter’s stories called "The Doctor’s
Lounge". Two reasons appear up front: His stories were
of his human interest and are easily read, and it portrays
an Army doctor with wide experience and a rare
understanding of the combat soldier!

Was in your part of the lovely State of Georgia in late
September. First, Callaway Gardens, then Warm Springs
and finally down on the Eufaula Lake at Fort Gaines. It
was a hurried trip so | didn’t dare call you. Confess that
Pine Mountain reminds me of the Blue Ridge in North
Carolina. All the best. MRS. JANE GRAFFAGNINO

FAR HILLS, NJ: joe, thank you so much for your
generous check for the Postage Fund. Appreciate your
remarks on the Schunemann story in the August Issue
entitled "Safe Harbor". It-was similar, in part, to yours of

memories seen only in the winter in the cold Apennines
of ltaly.

| apologize for the confusion of your book Passage to
Freedom and Eric Morris’ Circles of Hell. The common
theme is so close with The Italian Campaigns of 1943-45.
Again, many thanks and we hope to keep hearing from
you, and one day soon | hope to join with john Slack and
Joe Barrett and you and have lunch someplace in
Northern NJ. JOSEPH S. FRELINGHYSEN

MILWAUKEE, WI: Richard, thank you for the

quick and well worded replay to my query for you. Itisa
pleasure to assist a researcher and veteran like you,
especially on a quest that many of our readers
experienced first hand. You will find it later in this Issue.
My best wishes and some time later, | hope you will share
how you came out. RICHARD FORREGER, M.D.

LAS VEGAS, NV: Allen, so sorry that you could

not come this year. | know about the same snag that you
describe and would have acted accordingly. You did
indeed miss a good one. Al, Roger and Roy with their
wives did a great job overall.

Thanks for your note on the 1996 meeting place, but it is
clear to me and others that you have served us well
twice. Thank you also for the check to the Postage Fund.

Still have not been able to pin down a date for lunch with
Joe Matthews, Raleigh, NC, but will try again soon. LILO
AND ALLEN DUNBAR

GROVE CITY, OH: Brad, amso glad that you
saw and read the story of Red Weigand. Your gesture was
noteworthy to write to Elizabeth, his wife, and | will do
the same. All the best. O. L. BRADFORD

LAWTON, OK: Martin, thank you again so much

for the freight run that you made from Lawton for me and
those seven boxes of memorabilia from my mentor while
| was stationed out there in the mid-fifties. They arrived
here safely by UPS and are still unattended but will get
them before rong.

Also, appreciate your article and photo of the airport
hangar being remodeled at Sill. Surely is a landmark for
many Red Legs who have served there. What a nice
reunion and so good to see you. MARTIN KEISER

WAUSAU, WI: john, thank you so much for your

nice letter. Sorry that you could not come to the reunion
but understand. Your check for the Postage Fund came

and we appreciate that too.

What a nice blast that CBS on "Sixty Minutes" gave your
home town on the Sunday night of 16th October. | am so
proud of it and the city will deserves the honor.
Congratulations. JOYCE AND JOHN FEHL
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POKANE, WA: Ed, thanks for the check for the

stage Fund. Also, picked up on the slight change in the
ailing address. Send me some news when you get a
ance. All the best. EDWARD E. ROONEY

®KLAHOMA CITY, OK: Lucy, ! ooked for you
‘ the nearby reunion at Forth Worth and you did not
‘ww. | regret that because for it was a good one.

hank you for helping me untie the query of the Bennett
amily. May very best to them and you. Let’s try for
@tlanta in 1995.  MRS. LUCY SHIRK

QONDON, ENGLAND: Ken, your nice air mail

enclosed and thank you for the way you told about the
arsh treatment you received on the ?;1 or forces. | see
ite a parallel in your story and that of Aimee Bonifas.

Qavid and | are sti Ilf,c'lose touch and we constantly reflect
Q‘ack on the day with you in London in June. Thanks and
. e best. KEN FINLAYSON

‘:OLUMBUS, OH: Henry, so sorry that you could
ot come to Fort Worth. It went very well and we missed
@ou- Appreciate the check for the Postage Fund. Best

wishes. HENRY D. DESMOND

®

fRAND ]UNCT'ON, CO: Tom, is your part of
olorado as pretty so the card that you sent to me on

@252 So good seeing you and Sue at Fort Worth. Also, |

‘eeply appreciate the interest and suggestions that you
oth made regarding future copies of The Item. - Did you

Qave any luck at all on the situation or facts on Alton A.
entz? Please advise when you hear. Warm regards.

.UE AND TOM LAWSON

.‘"GH POINT, NC: Tony, a note to you from all
-f us wishing you a speedy and fine recovery from the
ecent heart problem. Bob Cheatham has kept me posted
you. Can really understand you were not able to
ome to Fort Worth. As soon as you feel up to it let’s try
‘r another luncheon again at the Furniture Show Place
d invite Habig, of course. Best wishes. TONY
BERATORE

D
QRC UTT, CA: Robert, thank you for the recent
tter and the check for the Postage Fund. Appreciate you
aring the long an memories with me. All the
uestions that | asked in the August ITEM are answered.
J)/elcome back into the fold. ROBERT W. RIVERS

.U EBLO, CO: john, appreciate the nice letter and

ith the change of the mistaken identity. Let’s stay in
ouch. JOHN W. MILLER

AYETTEVILLE, GA: Dick, what a nice

ompliment on the August ITEM. Got your letter and the
Pheck for the Postage Fund. Thank you very much.

-5-

Sad to hear about the heart problem that you are faced
with, and our prayers go out to you for a speedy recovery.

The 101st Airborne Newsletter reported someone say you
in Normandy in June. | am a little suspect on that one, in
view of your August 27th letter. It was a great trir) and
the ceremony at The Colleville Cemetery was only about
20 miles from our landing place in June 6, 1944. The

“hedgerows have not changed at all. Still formidable.

Dick, ! appreciate the invitation to see you soon in
Atlanta and will still try to coordinate it with my next visit
to Norcross where my aunt still lives. Keep me posted.
Airborne. RICHARD SOLIDAY

"TYLER, TX: Carlton, your check for the Postage Fund

came and many thanks for it. When you get a chance,
send me some news about you and what you are doing.
You really missed a real treat out at Fort Worth at our
reunion tKis year. If there is a first on the market for good

" genuine hospitality, | feel that Texas has a corner on it.

LookinF ahead, why not try Atlanta next year, we hope
you will.

Glad you liked THE WELCOME SWEDE. Here too is,
however, a touch of disappointment. The author, Henry
Soderberg from Vallingby, Sweden, a former executive
officer with SAS was not able to find a seat on the space
available category to which he belongs. And, after
wai'tin§I for days at the Stockholm airport, he had to give
up with full bookings ahead of him. We usually see him
on an annual basis and this was an unexpected glitch for

. him and for us. CHARLES H. LONG, JR.

WOOSTER, OH: Joe, this is an expression for the
entire members‘nip to you for the handling of The
Treasurer’s Report this year with your annual audit. The
main point of this, for the benefit of those of you not
present, was that you did the audit, as a Certified CPA,
with no charge to our organization. That is in sharp
contrast to the 1993 report which ran $200 done here in
Pinehurst. And, the quality of work is equally as good.

Second, | thank you for the check that you sent for the
Postage Fund.

In addition to the fine way you, without saying a word,
supported the Business Meeting of Saturday morning,
good cameof it. | suspect that it was a combination of  ~
things. Soon after we adjourned and through the
departure after the Memorial Brunch and Service on
Sunday, the amazinF positive response resulted in the
generosity was nearly unparalleled in my short
experience as a member.

The amount provided to me as the Treasurer of the Post
Oflag 54 Item Postage Fund here in Pinehurst, NC with
the Nations Bank came to almost $800.00.

Those who shared in this with their checks and currency
were:
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Joe Ainsworth Royal Lee
Jim Ball Herman Littman
Bob Bonomi Al Moss

0.L. Bradford Ted Pawloski

Art Bryant Ed Seringer
Bob Eckman Jim Sherman
Les Edsall Horace Spaulding

John Stansell
Irving Yarock
Curtis Jomnes

Errol Johnson
Ray Klingenberg
Tom Lawson

In summary, as your Custodian of the Postage
Fund, thank you very much for such a generous
and thoughtful reaction to the very monies
which keep The Item alive and free from

any indebtedness at all. .I am very proud of
the way it went. JOE SERINGER.

WHISPERING PINES, NC: Carl, I surely
appreciate the task that you will shortly
assume in control of the Mailing List and
Locator File for us, as well as the central
point to report deaths to our members. (I
stressed this point and the difficulty in
keeping abreast with the members' changes
of addresses at the Business Meeting. Carl
has an IBM 387 computer and has the capabi-
lity of handling it fast and accurately.

In a few days, he will meet and receive what
other guidance he will require, and has
been stored on the computer of Bob and Pat
Shenkle, whom we thank very much for their

services.

The address to use for any of the two type
messages is:

Carl and Barbara Christensen
267-B Pine Ridge Drive
Whispering Pines, NC 28327
TEL: 910-949-3311

HERBERT L. GARRIS.

-

.

HITCHCOCK, TX.: Thurston, so good seeing

you at Fort Worth and on the way to the ai
port for your flight to Houston. Thank yo'
very much for the collection of British
newspapers that your friends gave you on .
your recent trip. Ken Finlayson did the ([ |
same for me with two prominent London pape
Regret that we did not have enough room fosi
them, so it is shelved for another time.
The Brits were much more observant of us
as Yanks, and respectful than I seem to
note in 1943-44. My best wishes.
THURSTON GARRETT.

SANFORD, NC: Bill, thank you for coming @
the reunion. There were so many nice thini'
said about you and your attention and deep

interest in our procedures, particularly ‘ §

with your good listening trait. q
(Bill's grandfather, Bill also, was one of
us and many of you will recall him, {
especially Tom Rush, from down in Houston..
They were close friends.

Bill, let's try to make Atlanta and hopeful
bring along the same ones we had at the ‘
Kiwanis Club in your hometown for ne.)

BILL MAKEPEACE. q

TEQUESTA, FL: Delores, the most touching
Tetter that you sent on 9/22/94 was so

impressive that you find it enclosed in ‘

this issue.
Otto's many friends will, I'm sure,

appreciate the story as you soO tenderly q

describe it for us.
Your ten points of his main interest will q
easily be recalled by those who knew him
well.

Thank you for your personal note.
MRS. DELORE $AMERELL.
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BALTIMORE, MD: Gottfried, thank you for

your prompt help in making this profile
available to our members. Your unique
position at Oflag 64 gave you, as an
interpreter and a mail censor, a keen
insight of many American Army Officers.
You came to us, obviously, well versed

in written and spoken English to

enable you to serve on Colonel Schneider's
staff and Capt. Zimmerman, as the
Commandant and Security Officer
respectively.

The vita, which is enclosed, from a
recent WHO'S WHO, plus some references
from the letter which came with it makes
my assignment easier, indeed.

It is a story of your remarkable success,
which became soon after our departure
from Szubin, and led to the award of

the Ph.D. from the University of
Heidelberg. Fate kindly intervened

in your behalf through the acquaintance
with Tony Lumpkin. He saw a great potential
in you. This led to your migration to the
United States soon thereafter.

Your professionaly road led to another
doctorate from Princeton University and
the S.J.D. from the University of
Virgina. Then your role as an instructor
began at Dickinson College and was
followed by the full Professorship at
Johns Hopkins University. There is he
today on his 40th year. It speaks well
of you and the high standards you have
adhered to on the way.

Not shown here is a recent honor bestowed
as a Trustee of The Foundation for
Economics and Education at Irvington

on the Hudson, N.W.

It was no one less that John Slack who
submitted the main idea for this piece,
and is surely is a fine accolade for

you.

With warm regards.

JOHN SLACK AND HERB GARRIS.

The Vita follows:

DIETZE, GOTTFRIED, political science educator. b. Kemberg.
Germany, Nov. 11, 1922 came to U.S.. 1949: s. Paul ard Susanne

+(Pechstein) D. DrJur.. U. Heidelberg. Germany. 1949; Ph.D.

Princeton U.. 1952; S.J.D.. U. Va.. 1961. Instr. polit. sci. Dickinson
Coll.. 1952-54; mem. faculiy Johns Hopkins. 1954--. prof. polit. sci..
1962—; vis. grof. U. Heidelberg. 1956, 58-60. Brookings lastn.. 1960-
61, 67. Author: Ueber Formulicrung der Menschenrechte. 1956,
Kandidaten, 1982, The Federalist, 1960, In Defense of Property. 1963
(Monks award), Magna Carta and Property. 1965, America's Political
Dilemma, 1968, Youth. University and Democracy, 1970.
Bedeutungswandel der Menschenrechte, 1971. Academic Truths and
Frauds. 1972, Two Concepts of the Rule of Law, 1973, Deutschland—
Wo bist Du?, 1980, Kant und der Rechtsstaat. 1981; Editor: Essays on
the American Constitution, 1964. Mem. Am. Polit. Sci. Assn.,” Am.
Soc. Polit. and Legal Philosophy. Deutsche Gesellschaft fur
Amerikastudien, Acad. Human Rights. Mont Pelerin Society.
Lutheran. Office: Johns Hopkins Univ Baitimore MD' 212138 ’

Dolmetscher (Interpreter), Oflag 64,
August 1944 to January 1945
(rank: Private first Class, Gefrieter)
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DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS
-9- ' Medical Center
1601 Brenner Avenue
Salisbury NC 28144

In Reply Refer To: 659/135

0CT1 2 1994

Dr. Herbert Garris
American Ex-POW's

PO Box 1693
Pinehurst, NC 28374

Dear Dr. Garris:

I would like to express my thanks to you for delivering the
address at our recent POW-MIA Recognition Program. Your
participation contributed a large portion to the program’s
success.

I am confident that the men and women who heard your speech were

. touched by your remarks, as well as, appreciative of your

willingness to serve.

Again, thank you for joining us for this special tribute.
Sincerely yours, '

ww :

R. EUGENE KONIK
Medical Center Director
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A Soldier

BY HERBERT L. GARRIS
This is a story about a soldier
who went away from his home in
Ralcigh shortly after Pearl Harbor
in carly 1942. Afier about a year he
received his Parachutc Wings at
The Jump School at Fort Benning
and joined the 101st Airbome Divi-
sion at Fort Bragg. A year later the
division was aleried and shipped
out 1o a small town in southern
England called Newbury, Berks,
where they trained intensively for a
role in ninc months--the Invasion.
To have jumped into combat on the
- early moming hours of Junc 6.
1944 left this soldier, and many
others perhaps, with a proud feeling
of having had a part in a most sig-
nificant event which ultimately led
1o the Liberation .of Europe in May
1945. ‘
Which brings me to the question
of why would one want to retum o
the scene of so much suffering, loss
of lives and near total devastation
again? As the plans began to unfold
for the 50th D-Day Anniversary
Plans it became all the more inter-
esting and intriguing. While the
820d Airbome and the 101st Air-
borne Associations had many at-
tractive offers and a chance 10 be
closer to the airbome soldiers, it
appeared to bave too much move-
ment about it. Then a brochure
from the Holland-America Linc on
the MS Statendam would be a way
to sec the ceremonies and to also
g0 on a cruisc at the same time,
with the advantage of having the
comfort of a stateroom on the ship
each night. The managers of the
Small World Travel, Gisela and
Gus Daniclson, spoke of a recent
cruise that they had made on the
same ship. and they began to put
the package together for me.

It seemed to me thal 1o have
someone (0 travel with would be a
nice idea and for some Gmc my
first choice was onc of my best
fricnds, cven today, who not only
had jumped with me, but had the
same misfortune as 1o be caught
and to spend six months as a
prisoner of war, and 1o have es-
caped with me on January 22,
1945. Unforunately he had a slight
stroke aboul two years ago and 1
simply didn't fcel comfortable
about asking him to go. realizing
the long walks that would be in-
volved; So my wifc, Ethelenc, said
"Why don't we invile David?" He
is my son-in-law and he agrecd al-
most instantly to accept it.

If my excitement was at a high
pitch you can't imagine his in the
next six months of preparations. He
is an accomplished percussionist,
as an instructor and an active mem-
ber of a small group called The
Decoys. His groups arc young
{cenagers. boys and girls, and he
has led them to form small gigs
among themselves. His only for-
eign travel was at the age of 12
when he and his father went to
Europe and (0 Switzerland, where
his forchears came from. That is
very young to really appreciate

- miliar bocages or hedgerows &

-~

such a trip and this onc meant SO

much (o 2 morc mature person.

The trip began at Raleigh-
Durham Airport and we flew to
London at Gawick and then. by
tour bus down south through
Canterbury to Dover and the white
cliffs where the ship was wailing
on the English Channel. Our next
stop was in southern England for
the day at Weymouth, a vital port
city like Southampton and
Portsmouth--all Ports of Embarka-
ton for the invasion sea crafl. As
we left for L'Honfleur mear La
Havre on thc Seine River the
realization soon began 1o show. it-
self.

L— R

Kewurns 10 iNvrinunuy |

un the (ollowing day, dunday
June 5 we took a tour bus along i
Channel on the ticw Expresswa
called A-17 which paralicled g
beiaches of the invasion on ’
Cotcntin Peninsular passing fiung
jar names of towns which inclu
Cacun, Baycux and on to St. M
Eglisc. The latter town was _
82nd Airbomce's Division object .
1o support the landings of the U_ :
heach a short distance to the c_
At about noon we reached a siv
country inn on a famm in which
atractive lunch was waiting for .
It was a chance to relax and 1o mcg
some of the others in our gmi
Shortly we loaded on the bus an,
moved to a large ficld, with lhca

casy 10 rccall. Just as they were
or ps 100 years ago i mar
the boundarics of the property
10 kecp the stock confined for graz
ing. From this position we
able to clearly watch the airbo
drops beyond us some little '
Lancce.

The initial wave was a g
traincd and recruited at San Dic .
Calif.. and composed of W‘ :

veterans who bad jumped ‘ :
Normandy some 50 years Iﬁ :

These veterans were from 73
years old, but had kept in good co
dition with many hundreds of
fall jumps to their credit. It was &t
ly spectacular and with only
slight injury to a trooper who,
the severe ground wind had ¥
buffeted into a vehicle adjace
the Drop Zone. It was i
fortunately. These men used
latest and most efficicnt parach
like the Golden Knights use at
Bragg, famous for their
control. The second element

in two waves and was a com

of troops from the 82nd Ai
jumping at an altitude of 800-
feet, a normal altitude for p
and equipment jumps.

i
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The next speaker was Geaeral
kmsnllikgshvili.thainnmoflhc
Jennt Chicfs of Safl, who then in-

.umuc:d a st L1. of infantry who
won the DS.C. for bis bravery an
.hissmsful Icadership of his wnit
uum:hmcohhcgqsmutlhdl

He i
@ Usiccx Staies. Bill Clinton.
Beforc he spoke be was ac-
.mmpmicd by iwo soldiers who
had scrved on the heaches: A Con-
gmmkn:lMcdalo(Hme
and an Officer of the 29th Infantry
.Divisim Assnciation, and its Editor
of their newsieticr. They placed 2
.wamamc(omofmc satuc.
President Chnton’s romarks wort
.mly <even minutes in leagth, but
an capression of geauinc fespect
for thase who had tallen and for
‘mmcwhohadmmcmrarumy
their His remarks werc
.\vcll thought out and well
delivered. A real surprisc was n
arc foc all of us, as he entered ino
his speech following a period of
wercast and rain in the offmg. the
hccmimlcdoflhcwunmy.llc
h:u!his-ntcuimﬁloqqﬂfh
.hcﬁrnﬂacc.andyclhcdid.md

wax roccived in aconrdance with

.lhnscbonorsdueom’Commmdu’

in Chief. [ was a very proud person
for him and the audicuce before

Anthems of the (wo nations
our bost. and the United

States of America. the guest. If ever
.mmyuchqiﬁaamiedby
an audience in their singing of our
madomlmmcm.lan'tmanit
idc. as hc heand the rolls and

i of the ingyoductions of

tike any dnanmer would tuly

clt it inside and it showed. Then
'melhc fiy-over of 2 long singlc

A

Do.//a

coluns of st all of the types of
ait vanspon in our invenlory of
hombers, fighters and Uroup Car-
riers. It was done at about 100 fect
and was simply awesome. What 2
credit 10 the finc pilots and crews
who ficw it

The Mikitary Chagplain. as at the
beginning dismissed us with a'fit-
ting benediction. whereupon the
President and his party were ablc (0
make a tour of thc Omaha Beach
and then retumned to the Carricr the
USS Georpe Washington off  the
Channcl Coast.

We had time then to make a final
trip inwo the cemeiery and to meet
and shakc hands with those whose
paiches we secognized and  had
somc acquaintance with. The slow
walk was onc thu had filled the
bearts of perhaps cveryone there as -
we trod on back w our bus.

Upon our reium to the ship we
contined a large coatingent of Ca-
nadians who bad come for their
respective ceremonics honoring the
British and Canadian Forces who
had heen-given the assault mission
of the 215t Amy Group onder Gen-
eral Moatgomery across the Gold,
Juno and Sword avenves. As the
by CNN dooc by caineras in front
of us and satellites we were able (0
vicw the highlights quite ciearly at

the 10 p.m_ news.

In 2 day or lawer the Canadians
ficid a short seminar condocted by
Navy Admiral and a Major Geocr-
al of the RCAF which was most en-

him. : .
® o followed the Natioaal joyable. It was designed 10 speak at

will of some of thetr expericnces on
D-Day and they were remarkable.
and onc speaker would trigger an-
oitber one who recalied another
cvent which was coupled. As the

sign-tn list in the Library of the
ship of names. ranks, unit assign-
ment and addresses of all who

— Q

(; 0r > E R
§
JHe R A Ganass

wished to sign the booklcl. 1
suspect that the Hotland-America
Linc may make it available t0 us
later on.

: lnshmilwammm

and cnjoyablc cxpericnce, though

nat without some sad maments

which each of us shared in our own
ways.

At the outsct | promised to stay
with the Normandy Section of the
cruise mainly, and that has been
done. For the satisfaction of the
curiosity of somc readers it did pro-
ceed on the Ircland and Waterford.
Scotland with The Orkncys and
Edinburgh, Holtand with Amstcr-
dam, Den Hag, and the Flower
Manandt.hCDdflphnLandlo
Bmggcwithashoteuipwsms-
scls. and back to The White CQlifls
of Doves, and finally a three day
stay added in London” My decp
thanks to the fine peopke at Small
World Travel from David and mc
for a finc trip overall.

-11-
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NATIONAL POW/MIA RECOGNITION PROGRAM
10:00 a.m. September 16, 1994 Social Room
Presiding : Mrs. Nancy Perry
: Chief, Voluntary Service

presentation of Colors North Rowan High School J.R.0.T.C.

Mr. Robert Cheatham

Pledge of Allegience
Am. Ex-POW, VSO American Legion
National Anthem ‘ ~ Mrs. Rhonda Presson
' ! VAMC Imaging Service
Invocation Father Tom Clement
*w# %+ BRUNCH* *##* Catered by Design Master
++30 Minute Break**
Welcome Address R. Eugene Konik
: ' Medical Center Director
introduction of Special Guests Mrs. Nancy Perry
. . . Chief, Voluntary Service
Introduction of Speaker . Mrs. Nancy Perry
- . Chief, Voluntary Service
Guest Speaker‘ " A Soldier Returns to ‘ pr. Herb Garris
Normandy" ) American Ex-POW
Special Comments patricia Ansbro, Ph.D.
. : 'VAMC, POW/MIA Coordinator
Benediction ' Chaplain Jack R. Marrow
Chaplain Service

Proceed outdoors to Tree Planting Ceremony,
Field Adjacent to Building 42.
‘ Ex-POW Representatives

R. Eugene Konik, Medical Center Director

Nancy Perry, Chief, Voluntary Service
: ~ Guests

%
%
3
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SUPREME HEADQUARTERS
ALLIED EXPEDITIONARY FORCE

Soldiers, Sailors and Airmen of the Allied Expeditionary Force!

You are about to embark upon the Great Crusade, toward
which we have striven these many months. The eyes of
the world are upon you. The hopes and prayers of liberty-
loving people everywhere march with you. In company with
our brave Allies and brothers-in-arms on other Fronts,

you will bring about the destruction of the German war
machine, the climination of Nazi tyranny over the oppressed
peoples of Europe, and security for ourselves in a free
world. .

Your task will not be an easy one. Your enemy is well
trained, well equipped and battle-hardened. He will -
fight savagely.

But this is the year 1944 | Much has happened since the
Nazi triumphs of 1940-41. The United Nations have in-
flicted upon the Germans great defeats, in open battle,
man-to-man. Our air offensive has seriously reduced
their strength in the air and their capacity to wage

war on the ground. Our Home Fronts have given us an
overwhelming superiority in weapons and munitions of
war, and placed at our disposal great reserves of trained
fighting men. The tide has turned | The free men of the
world are marching together to Victory !

1 have full confidence in your courage, devotion to duty
and skill in battle. We will accept nothing less than
full Victory !

Good Luck! And let us all beseech the blessing of Al-
mighty God upon this great and noble undertaking.

A 030 et b
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They didn't volunteer to become POW'S
~or MIA'S. They volunteered to Defend
~Values in which American Patriots Have
Always Been Willing To Defend and
Protect: The Values which make up
what we call
"Civilization."
And For That We Salute Them.
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DESTINATION

IMAGES

Video Travel innovations

Joe Sobol

318/868-1170
Fax: 318/868-2498

4203 Maryland Avenue
Shreveport, LA 71106-1439
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DEsTINATION IMAGES

Video Travel Innovations
Greetings!

If you didn’t get to Normandy this year, you probably watched a lot of television
coverage about D-Day. Some of it was very good. But you didn’t get a good look at Normandy
today.. You didn’t see what the people on the tours got to see. We will show you those places
in the comfort of your home—revisit Normandy with our VIDEQ TOUR!

If you fiid go to Normandy, do you have a great record of the places you saw? Do you
have a professional video tour of Normandy D-Day sites to show your family and friends? We
have one for you! It’s the most comprehensive record of the D-Day sites that you can buy.

D-DAY + 50...NORMANDY is a feature-length video tour. Don’t mistake it for just
another black-and-white documentary. D-DAY + 50...NORMANDY is a TRAVELOGUE.
It t_akes you to the beaches, into museums and to the stunning American Cemetery, all at a
deliberate pace so you have time to absorb the color images. The footage for this videotape was
shot last fall-before the crowds of this year--so the images are clear and unobstructed. Check
the back of this page for a list of the sites included in our video tour.

The cost for this 106-minute videotape is $35.00 + $4.00 shipping and handling. Call
or write us today. ' ‘
Cordially,

Joe Sobol

REVIEWS

This morning while I was seeing the D-DAY + 50...NORMANDY again, I came
to the conclusion it is the finest single recorded memory in all that I have of
'Normandy. Further I am so appreciative of the fine artistry and work that went
into its detailed preparation...I am very impressed with the professional
workmanship...Congratulations on a job well done.

—- Dr. Herbert L.‘Garris, Pinehurst, North
Carolina, who jumped into Normandy in the
early hours of D-Day with the 101st Airborne

Differing from other chronologically presented war-event programs, this
commemorative video visits 11 sites of Operation Overlord, the Allied invasion
of France, beginning on June 5, 1944. Sites are shown as they are today, some
complete with museums, monuments, and memorials. Softened by age, the
empty artillery turrets, rolled barbed wire, and giant concrete "mulberries" stand
as silent witness to soldiers, heroic efforts, monumental achievements, and
tremendous loss of life. Excellent archival footage and voice-over narration
provide historical context. The museum footage showcases various exhibits and
memorials with smooth fades and edits. From Utah and Omaha beaches to
Pegasus Bridge and Longues Battery, this video puts the horrors of D-Day in
personal perspective like no other program.

— American Library Association BOOKLIST
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Author Gets Salute For Book
On POW-MIA Dilemma For U.S.

BY HERBERT L. GARRIS
MOSCOW BOUND: Policy,
Politics and the POW-MIA
Dilemma, John M.G. Brown,
Veteran Press, Eureka, Calif., 193,
1055 pp.. $38.25.

In war .a battlefield is center stage
and the truth is that it never claims
to be, or is, a tidy thing.

The worse case which exists there
is that inexorably many dic there,
but this book is a profound search
into others for reasons unknown
who are left and unaccounted for--
they are known as Prisoners of War
and Missing in Action. This
reviewer is familiar with only one
other book which undertakes this
particularly sensitive subject. It has
been until fairly recently that the
simplest of inquiries into these less
fortunate individuals has been
shielded from the public, and worse
yel. from the families of the lost
ones. Upon recent declassification
measures which were adopied very
little hope was given to anyonc
with the search as nearly fruitless
from the start.

The author’s trace of the retention
of opposing personnel, is not new
at all, but begins here with the USA
intervention in Russia near the end
of World War I and was to provide
protection to the Trans-Siberian
railroad. These were the critical
days .of the Revolution and the
origin of the Communist Parny
take-over under Lenin. Some 13
years later many of the Americans
were slill being held in Russian
custody. Thus the stage is set of the
same heinous treatment to follow in
three more wars {0 come.

The tragic chapter which explains
the deadly purges that Stalin
directed with cruel vengeance left
little doubt of the sadistic and
paranoid make-up of this leader.
His wily skills and devious meth-
ods in the *30s and the *40s became
well known to the leadership of the
British, French and the Americans.

Part 11 is the most fascinaling part
of the book, in my opinion. mainly
because it took place in a time in
which the reviewer served and
fought, and in fact, provided an op-
portunity to cross Poland and Rus-
sia in January 1945 to Odessa for
repatriation and return (o American
Control. No description can ade-
quately be made of the rapid retreat
of the Germans with vast columns
of POW's toward the heartland to
save their overrun by the Soviels.
With the Soviet Armies close in be-
hind on their drive to Berlin and the

Elbe River.

John M.G. Brown

Surely a part of the intransigence
of the Soviets to give little more
than lip service o the millions of

POW’s and Displaced Persons who .

were truly a nuisance and an un-
wanted responsibility, for their mis-
sion was of top priority. By the
time our group reached Brest
Litovsk it went along very well
with few interruptions on 1o the
Black Sea port of Odessa.

In total faimess to the author and
his very thorough research with
many documenis by now un-
classified which led to countless
live sightings made for some very
interesting, though unusually slow
running, for it is a difficult nama-
tive, and full of emotion on every
page. Not a book that you can plan
to master in one weekend of
sustained reading at all.

Here though we come to another
side of the coin which apparently
aggrieved the Soviets intensely:
which was the reluctance that the
Allies showed in failing to speedily
return many Russian civilians and
soldiers to their homeland. The rea-
sons were quite clear, for in some
cases many had under duress been
forced to wear the German Army
uniform and bear arms against their
own countrymen, as well as on the
many other fronis, including the

landings the Allies made in
Normandy.

The KGB seemed to have racked
these unforwnate individuals and
were well set Lo execute them upon
their entry into Russia. They were
classed as traitors and the task was
widely achieved. The Allies had
great reluctance to send them home
to death. Consequently when the
first knowledge was revealed, that
indeed, many Americans were left
behind in Soviet custody, their
often and evasive responses were
"that no Americans are in our
hands.” The difficulty that soon
arose was with the likes of Stalin,
and Molotov to not allow any in-
spection trips by the Allies, even
into Poland, .and specifically not
into Russia to trace down legili-
mate live sightings of our person-
nel.

Remmning to the author, whose
career took him to VietNam, where
he observed a similar pattem in the
making there. It was here that the
term evolved: M.B.--Moscow
Bound, in which a fairly easily
identifiable track was found over
which the pilots, crewmen,
weapons system specialist and
skilled maintenance men were,
along with shot down aircraft, sent
to Moscow for intense interrogation
and any information that could be
secured on performance and design
especially. Without getting into
numbers, which are astoundingly
large, the group did in fact mot
return many of these from the Viet-
Nam War at all.

Some geo-political aspects
emerge immediately -as to why the
U.S. Government would not get in-
volved™ in an activé role in the
decper and morc tenacious search
that many citizens would expeclL
Even to President Roosevelt who
had attended Yalla as a very sick
man and madc some unusual agree-
ments which came back to haunt us
later, he wanted a rapid end to WW

. I, and saw no need to aggravate

Stalin over such a matter such as
this. _
Later under President Truman as
the Soviets gained their first
nuclear breakthrough, then our
leaders feared a first strike threat
against our cities, so any move 10
displease Stalin was discarded
quickly. The same reluctance to

touch this problem has continued to
even today, with the fear that it will *
open a can of worms. In addition it
is mot a very attractive subject to
enter into since there is not, at this
stage, any hope of much relief.

The author’s dedication and
devotion to many hours of research
and official appearances at the
highest levels of govemnment have
given him a great accolade to even
get the book published in the first
place. It is a splendid contribution
1o the American public and espe-
cially 1o the families who have
been involved and have suffered so
much.

In closing this review it is very
fortunate that on September 16.
Americans were cncouraged L0
pause Lo observe National Prisoner
of War-Missing in Action Recogni-
tion Day. Some 78,750 of our na-
tion’s sons and daughters remain
unaccounted for from WW I,
Korea and Southeast Asia. Not only
is it a "Day of Remembrance,” but
a day in which we should demand
that our country’s leadership ac-
celerate, in every possible way, the
fullest possible accounting for
those still missing and the repatria-
tion of the remains of those who
died serving our nation.

To this reader, while no one is

known by me personally whom we-

lost in the transfer of Oflag 64,
there are stories which still linger at
each of the reunions of some who
may have been caught in this trap.
It is a book which will be on dis-
play in Fort Worth this year as we
gather at our annual muster. My
congratulations to the author for a
fine and daring work.

3
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mph feved 1 untavarable
wenther with o impatien of the

Norden Brenhrighi.
Even w, the Umial Staey never

altnned e seess seached by the

(Continued From Page 3-B)
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Book Tells Progress Of Air Power

BY HERBERT L. GARRIS
CLASH OF WINGS, Waker 1.
Buyne. Simon and Schuster Pub.
Cov New York, 391 pp.. 1994, $25.

The mithor st the vutset identifics
the wide rage of research that he
employed. It was mue profound
than only the pilots in the calcgory
of sces who flew the cmafis but
dcived far decpes into the whole
gamut of othce panicipans in theis
many vital support roles oficn
working under advenc conditions
mnd pressing deadlines. Thosc all
bocame part of well deserved title
of “thc grea air campaigns of
WWI™

Tbe years of 1918-1939 were
spent mainly making grave errors
of realistic judgment. The Allies in

ly their pecti
delense programs feflect that in
VKW,
Dclm:dGununy.mku\edby
ahhcllkuﬂlhcvu'uilbhn
on ncw arms development some-
how. overtly slipped around over
all e ohstacies (o in & relatively
shan time. and ficlded an swesome
Amymdlnucﬁngl.uﬂmnem
m:mhylheunnmaol‘l”&
The most crippling case of hind-
sight with the Allies centered upon
wcpm'mpmnissmdmhlu
orpdiﬁnlndmiliutyludmln
face up and focus oo Ux pecded

10 advancing &ir power
meinlheAlistilL'lulli!cllM
mulyinvulmulsh:mchnd

develog teaining. equIp
and logistical supporL Ceruinly,

uq.uiunisnamhuue-'

havior of the countering  and
diametrically  oricated socicties—
dicnlmhipswdumlds.m
former had availahle and used
m;mwpsydnlogiﬂlwols
and pressurc, which would mever
work in the laier socicties, and thal
is even with the loud isolationist
I'r'mgegm;s-ﬁchmhuddl
the way W the volc in congrTss o0

prion.

Thus. there is no wonder that in
Germany in 1939 and Japan n
194} they were well prepared. Fur-
ther ihéy ucalt such devastating ini-
tial bows (0 the Allies and were
widcly acclauned by their respec-
tive lowmters and the population a
largc.

-

N -

Going 10 the book, the” singlc
most fascinating scgment of & i
foond in the four chapiers
through 11, where uader the
weady hands of Rumevelt M-
shall and Churchill saw clearly the

. weaponsy
bombing and aavigationsl

There (ollowed the most femark-
able mew (family of plasct,
¢ weapons sysiems snd

aids 10
ully foreign 0 WWI1. The USAAF
assisied by the aircraft industry and
ds of icated workers

p of » well

close air suppon effor One in
which Britain was bearing alone for
nearly a year m The Battle of
Britgin, and strangely found some
pastial relief as the contimually vas-
cillating Hitler pulled away W0 w-
denake a bser frn the word go-—
his assaull on the Soviet Union in
June 1941. Thal furunaicly ended
anylxwmzll\ehdheuramh-
vasion of England, which cnc
perilously closc, providing marc
Jead timc with sh amiving USAAF
in soenzth and formidable.

made some phcnomenal suides
with its two oncoming snd highly
effective heavy bombers—the B-
17°sand the B-24's.

Their losses over Eorope were
panful m the carly siages of og
range uncsconed ruds on Grpers

m Germuny, That was essed
greatly with the advent and amival
of the P-SU's and the P47's with
their :dded fuel capacily and firc
power, plus mancuverability W €s-
cint the homben cfiectively over

CGen
senchint IME} 262 the M Kt
fighter. Had Hhter and Guering
hoen m okt syIK, and they wore
gencrally miles amrL on NS -
doction amd hetcr menenl employ-
mem, a5 wah Ok Vel ard V-2
rucket programs. the litcraiion of
Eunmpe may lave requiscd an addi-
tinnal year.

The Paciix campaigns arc 2
icgend unio thamscives with many

nans in e debut of the Mes-  ly

which made 8 L dil-
ference in the joint success of the
Allies. f

it
i
!
i

cases ol kable in-
competence and bk of response n
w leaderdup witidly. fo time this
wis ot only remedicd but im-
pruved abng with its wr and sex
stratepics, remarkably supportcd
ogistically over many kng miles
from the sounces. AL 3 Ume whout

fmid 1942 wilh the Batile and suc-

cess of Midway the Japancse initia-
tive nshmkm It parallels the s&i-

blpcllisdr.ai_.hlwumw

vpon loog raNge eli‘y rd‘.l.l detec-
ton and mapid Gighter response
skitls in

-4
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1
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wcams with engag i
ime brought the Japancse reueat
daauuhunela\d.'lb:.m
ncendiary raids from high level
were never 3s productive 3s ex
pantmGaulll.thylnmdr
& bis daring low level and deadly
sitacks with U mewesl USAAF
cralt the B-29's.
Th::lidsvaetouo\vedlhmly

by the firnt employment of B two

nucicar weapons on Hiroshima snd
N.lsmki.vilhnfnlndlpedy
sumender. A strange contrasi was
demonsicated eartier by Hitler who

his peopic or o allow any peace

negotiavons.

The Sovict Air Force was decper
behind the power curve with the in-
human purges by Sulin of his real
and imagined encmies be found in

i pilots and f
turers, who were in many cases ins
nocent victims. Once Germany in-
(Continued On Page 4-B)

The
cchient a3 well as 1wo neaily

preparcd |
|ypumdmuedumium|m
major aircraf L The suthor Mimcll
M‘M-\ﬂmmﬂl‘l
pilot with extrpondinary cRpcti-
cnces. A joh well donc




8 Carden Street, #208R
Tequesta, FL 33469 -

._J(ethloen e Mawaurce Borandchiren,  September 22, 1994
i ¢ gr_eat-?randaugmar and other felatives also

r. Herb G i e I e o ot M. Entomoment

<. her arris  *~ Wisconsin Memorial Park. Memorials to Badger -18-

F.O0. Box léQj - »=Agsociation of the Blind, in #ieu of flowers appre-

Pinehurst, N.C. 28374 ‘;:ipero(.POWOsmgﬁSunivbrsGrogﬂiéema_ma-

FASS FUNERAL HOME

Dear Herbdb y 5 __3601 N. Oakiand Av_a.. Shorewood. 9641201

Thank. you for your letter of June 29th and the inclusion of your personal
note in the recent edition of Post OFLAG 64 ITEVM. Thank you too for your

concern and good wishes.

I'm sorry to have been remiss in getting in touch with you earlier, but
I was kept busy at our cabin in northern Wisconsin for almost three
months this summer. I did vow, however, to write to you when I returned
to Florida, where I've been now for a week.

As you asked, I'm enclosing one of Otto's obits. His son, Jac, gave a
eulogy, but I'm not certain whether or not there was a written copy.
Otto directed that upon his death; his son, Jac, should make all the
funeral arrangements and manage the affairs of his estate. Thus, I
had no hand whatsoever in any of it, except to greet friends and
relatives paying tribute to Otto when his body was in state.

Ours was the second marriage for Otto, which may explain some of this.
Also, I think reality is never what one énvisions in one's own mind before
one's death. There is always so much room for interpretation. I found

this to be true upon my mother's death while assisting in the handling of

her affairs.

Your records of Otto's time spent in service sound very accurate to me.
Otto wrote his memoirs of WWII, but turned over all this material to
Jac before we were married. I do, however, have an old Atlas of Otto's
and on the map of Poland Otto made some notes. He indicated he was a
POW from 1943 to 1945 at Szubin, Poland, and escaped, traveling east to
Odessa. He went to Warsaw and tried to reach Hoscow, but was stopped
by the Russians and sent back to Lublin, Poland. From Lublin he traveled
to Chelm, to Kiev and thence to Odessa, where he probably followed the
route you indicate. At least I recall his mentioning he was in Italy

before shippinghome.

Otto's first wife, Florence, died of cancer, I believe in 1983. Her
bout with this disease was long and debilitating, and it was difficult
for Otto too. I knew Otto casually for many years as a fellow employee
of the Veterans Administration, and lost_ touch completely after trans-
ferring to the VA Hospital and later retiring. However, after Florence
died, we met at a duplicate bridge game in Milwaukee, where we both lived
at the time. Shortly afterwards, we became duplicate bridge partners and
"kept company" for over three years before marrying in October 1987.

R AL AT A
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0tto developed macular degeneration and was declared legally blind shortly 4 '

after our marriage and subsequent move to Florida in 1987. This, I'm sure
accounts for your not hearing from Otto or our attending any of the

discouraged by the realization that his eye condition would prevent him

q
conventions. Several times he considered going, but each time I think he ﬂi;
q
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from recognizing anyone. In addition, Otto was never a social butterfly.

"He was, rather, a private and taciturn person.

Otto's interests were quite diverse and on the outside chance that you
may be interested I'll list a few:

(1) He was a Civil War buff and could easily recall battles,
events, dates and participants. :

(2) Before the war, and while he was a PO? he played chess and
from what I understand became an accomplished player in his own right.

(3) He enjoyed good music, ranging from country, to jazz, to
operas.

(4) In the midst of the depression years when jobs were impossible
to find, and before his marriage to Florence, Ctto bummed around

the country, hitching rides on trains. He traveled south and west,
working on farms, washing dishes and doing all sorts of menial tasks
to earn money for food. Once he wound up in the pokey as a vagrant
for an overnight stay in New Crleans. After hearing of these
experiences, I could more readily understand why Otto was such a
soft touch when approached by tramps.

(5) Refore macular degeneration dimmed his sight, he was an
excellent duplicate bridge player

(6) He played baseball as a young lad and loved the game. I could
always count on him to provide the name of an o0ld time player for one
of my crossword puzzles. And I cannot help but wish Otto could have
lived to see Ken Burn's BASEBALL, currently running on our PBS

station.

(7) “vhile married to Florence, he grew roses, entering them at
the Wisconsin State Fair. He won countless ribbons, including

the Governor's Blue Ribbon

(8) He also was an avid reader of non-fiction. Through the
Library of Congress and the cooperation of local libraries, Ctto

was able to continue his literary pursuit by listening to tapes of
books . This was a daily pastime.

(9) He liked watching TV, and if the screen was large and he sat
close, he could see enough to enjoy it. This too, would while away

many evening hours.
(10) As a marriage partner, Otto was true blue. He maintained a
strong allegiance to his family, an unusual trait I seems 1n these
troublesome times.

We had a good life for almost seven years, and I do miss Otto and being able

to share with him thoughts and activities.

Well, Herd, I'm sure you received far more than that for which you bargained,
but once started, it proved to be 2 sort of catharthis.

1t is doubtful whether I shall attend any of the conventions. In gdd;tion

to being a laryngectomee, oOr perhaps because of it, traveling is difficult.

If you and Ethelene should get to Florida, I would be pleased to see you.
' Sincerely,

-2 - : o Dplatrs , é’/m rd \}.fﬁ-z-



This is from Bob Levin
whom you met in Louisville

and who was so kind to : -20-

to Stanley Peters,
one of his officers in

in the 36th Inf. Div. Daatr Had
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Surviving are wife, Dorothea (Dot-

American Legion. He was em-
years retiring in 1982. Stanley was
also a member of the Telephone {(\ l.(
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golf, fishing, hunting and birds. + P Tou ‘T-...m,p raeurv s
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Des Moines, Towa ) . .
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24 August 1994

Dear Herb:

It is with a heavy heart I send this noticé of the passing of Ed Moschel.
The past five years he suffered quite a lot.

Ed put up a good fight.
ood and othe r times he would not know

There were times he felt fairly g
who you were.

e about WWII, I will never forget Ed when
to take us to Hammelburg. We were loaded
shoulder to shoulder around the car. We had
This one old krust thought the Lt. next to
rted fussing with him, finally

If I forget every thing els
the Germans put us on the train
in the box car and squeezed up
four german guards in our car.

him was taking up too much space and sta
punching the Lt. with his rifle butt. We moved the Lt. down to the far corner

of the car. That didn't help much because every one on that side had to move.
over one so the kraut had no more room than before. The old german kept
screaming at the Lt. and was going down to beat up on him when the LIC
sitting next to me called Ed to come over and tell the Guards to behave.

Ed Called the one in charge jn from the platform and I don't believe I

have ever heard anyone get such chewing out as Ed gave that Corporal.

It ended up with the other two guards getting the old man down on the foor

and hammering his on the floor to make him behave.

I have sent in my reservation ‘.. to the Hotel and to the Kommittee..

God willing we wWill see you in Fort Worth in October

Sincerely, v

ot
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PERSPECTIVES

cavtmstanees. Chapham Emil Kapan

By Roy Bird

-23-

Not any battlefield heroics, but sustained bravery
of another sort. ..

oot the fanth™ under @ caprnary marked by cruelty and neglect.

Wt wainder o 1930 and 1951, an

American chaplain shambled through
the Proktong prisoner-of-war camp along
the Yalu River. He wore a black p;ncl:.
over one eve and a direy stocking pulied
vwver s head tor warmeh, H
wount. hollowed by gradual st
He nes er had enongly ro et and as oer,
A not e gave v his imeager ritens
He sumenad trom o severe case of dvsen
terv. od he lnnpaed pamiully becinse o
abloand b tos fegs Sudl, e careed o
lus sty i primnne barracks anc
haes, where the bare necessities of e
not te pennen hadl peeded medicnes
were Lickme.
The emacnted priest eallied, compered
and cheered s dellow prisness 1o
nirsed men whne haed bost the desire o

hae, ||_;' wae comnselor, Leader, proevider
andd detender for his fellow prisoners of war
(POWs). He even became their thief—
scknamed Father Dismas atter the good
thiet who Jlied ar Chr side—-for he
“stole™ fowad 1o keep his buddies abve.
Andar the end he even gave his bife for
the many other POW

The sty behind the exeeprional sl
.|.|cr begnes on the prine of Manon
Connes o Lentral Kinses, in the town
ot Pibsen. T mil Joseph Kapaue wis bon
there on Ty Tharsdan, Apedd 200 1916,
i hie parent~ had been muarried 13 months
rin the churehoan Paksers by Father
Sklerar, Kapaw ur.unlp;m;-nls lund
et America from Eourope 1o mnd o
e litee, His facher, Envs, of Cierman and
Boheman: incesiry, was born i whar -

This touching and

new the Croch Republie His maorher
whuse parents were Bohemuan Catholies,
was born in western Kansas.

As a youth, Emil Kapaun worked wn
the tamily farm and attended parochial
schoul in Pilsen. Hedeveloped an appre-
caarion for learning and an ardent desire
o hecome a priest.

While completing high ~chool and
arning a college degree ar Conceprion,
M., Emil returned home o the Kans -
prane cach summe 1o help wirly b
tarm work, especilh the wheat Ty e
e always patched mnwhere the wors was

Chardest and difoest. Once o neighbor

notced thar the voung Kapaun wore n
wves and his hands were Blisrered and
When asked why he worked baee
handed, Kapaon rephicd. T wang e tedi

interesting

story is dedicated to omne of

our own Chaplain Robert S.

Scott

in Scottsdale,

AZ.

e of the paim out Lo telt whentHe

was niled 1o the cross

His tnends at Pilsen and Conception
remembered Kapaun as an exceptionally
good student, v rently on the honor
roll. active in dramatics, a competitive
handball player. the student who fished
in the small pand on the coilege grounds
and gave the catch 1o the nuns m the
kitchen. He comided 1o a schoolmate
that he wanted to be o wartyr. .

Emil Kapaun was urdained on June 9,
1940. He served as a parish priest through
the troubled early days of World War 11,
among Kansas Catholics of the same’
Bohemian or German stock as his own.
Patriotic ardor swelled following Pearl
Harbor, but Kapaun did not get caught
up i it immedincely. Assigned to his
home church, he was content to serve as
a parish priest for the time being.

Thar atcitude began to change when
he became chaplain at the Army air base
at Heringtan, about 15 miles north of his
home church. Only four months later he
wrote his hishop that, in addition to cel-
ebrating Mass, he took some Catholic
magazines fo the men 3t the base.
Obviously enchanted by his first raste of.
military service, he added, *In short, dear
Bishup, 1 love that work.” ’

He ioved it so much that he left his
home pansh for Chaplain’s Training
School. His stay at Fort Devens, Mass.,
was only for abaut six weeks, because
as soon as he had finished basic craining
at chaplain’s school he was assigned to
Camp Whecler. Ga. V-E Day was fast
approaching when he was fnally flown
aut of Mimi on March 4, 1945, en route
to Burma. }

Chaplain Kapaun had been at the
front only about a munth when his fellow
Americans liberated two lralian mission-
ary nuns who had been hiding from the
Japanese_invaders for more than 15
months. The missionary priests who had
been with the sisters had been intemed—
many of them bore the scars of their
prison camp life. and onc of them had
heen killed while celebraring Mass.

The military units that the U.S. chap-
lains in Burma served were scartered over
vast areas of jungle and mountain. Chap-
lain Kapaun traveled mostly by airplane
and jeep, making a tound trip of about
500 miles each week. “Once,” he wrote
to his hishop back in Wichita, “my pilot
and | escaped a very sefious accident by
about 10 seconds. | am sure we both
would have been killed. After that, my
Guarchan Angel received s heary thanks.”

promuoted wo caprain while still
and about that same nme the
bishop of the Wichara dinoc wked ifhe
was interested ma posinon as a chaplan
in the Repular Army now that the war
had ended. Kapaun was relucrant to com-

mit himself as a professional soldier, even



thongh ot wonid beas sohdwer 1o G,

and he separaed trom active serviee.
The veteran rerurned o brdeacclam.
despite the wo promuonions and one
Featrle star he had been awarded. By the tall
of 1946 he was substituting n parishes fou
vacationin pastars. He spent 1947 arrend-
ing Catholic University in Washingtoni.
N.C. He thought more about gomy hack
into the Army, hut after carning 2 ma ser’s
degree he aceeptech an assignment as
parish priest at Timkin, in saurthwest
Kansas. Even o, growing in his heart andd
mind was the conviction that there wans
much greater need for his services in the
military thon on the home front.
Kapaun finally: made a decision. The
reason he was willing 10 go back to active
duty, he wrote, “was the same a5 when he
joined the rescrves—namely thar we
would have priests who are trained to o
into dury immediately when the need
came.” On November 15, 1948, he was
assigned to Fort Bliss, Texas. where he
served with the anti-aircraft artillery
units until January 1, 1950. He then was
reassigned to the Bth Cavalry Reypiment
of the st Cavalry Division. He soon
found himself at Fort Lawton, Wash., an.l
then Seattle, the port of embarkacion. By
January 22 the regiment was on 1ts way to

Japan as part of the postwar occupation,

forces. one of four understrength Jdivi-
sions of the Eighth Army. During a six
month visit, Chaplain Kapaun became
acquainted with the people of the home
islands of America's late enemy, inchul
ing Japan’s 100.000-plus Roman ¢ athnlis

But rhis all came toran abrupt end when
an June 25. 1950, Nurth Kaorean torces
crossed the 38th paraliel and phonged
into South Korea.

On June 27 the Sccunity Counalt aked
United Nations members 1o give mihitan
suppart ¢ South Korea. A few hours car:
lier, President Harre S, Truman i
ordered U.S. warships and aircralt o
assist the Republic of Korea (ROK).

The 8th Cavalry Regiment fanded i
Korea in July 1950 and was sent immedi-
ately to the frone, which at thar time w.
changing daily. Chaplain Kapaun keptup
his comespondence—writing home Juning
the trip across the Korean St on an
LST (landing ship, tank) and often that
August i Korea, where he searched aban-
doned houses for paper and ink. He could
be recognized on the hattle lines by the
white crass on his steel helmet and his
ever-present pipe, the sole pleasure he
allowed himself during those trvmg diys

“The Reds are too strong for us” he
wrore m a lerrer dated dared August 7
1950. “I have been on the fronr Jinea to
eight davs. We were machine-runned.
hat by mortars and tanks. Three nmes we
escaped with our lives. The night before
Jast was the first T slept under a roof. The
hard floor felt good. D hope that by the

Y
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Korea, n what hecame known as the
Pusan Penmeter, o Jdetensive bine pro-
tecting the onby Korean seaport suldl in
U.N. hands. General 1y aglas MacArthur
then mambled by nsng replacements
intemded for the Pusan Perimerer i his
now famons smphabiues strike at inchon,
the port on the west coast near Seoul.

The Inchon Lindine was so suce
that Scoub was retaken on September 26.
North Korea's troops rerreated rapidly
north from that area and from Pusan.
The American-led UN. and ROK forces
then drove north tooccupy North Korea
and forged ahead 1oward the Yalu River
at the Manchurian border.

In November 1930, tour Chinese armies
roraling ar least 200,000 “volunteers”

!

struck 1he UNL orces unexpectediy.
Eaced with whar MacArthur dubbed “un
entirely nen war” the UN. and ROK
armies tell back. As the Eighth Army
retreated toward the 35th parallel. the
8th Cavalry Regiment executed a heroic
withdrawal n intense cold and under
constant Chinese ek

Chaplam Rapaur was among those
surrounded by the constane, overwhelm-
me human-wave attacks. Early in the
Red offensive. on Al Saines Day, No-
vember 1, 1950, rhe preest had celebraced
tour Masses, He and has jeep driver
retired carly. but ar 1 pan., they were
alerted that the remiment was “bugging
out.” The mvo men Laded o jeep in a
hurry and meved onz noon the Tt and
20 battadione of the Sth Cove

The twobanalons werctrvimg to escapy
south but vt s Chinese roendblonck
and were bl o nan back unnl they
read hed venally s e place o
whicis thes iadser s Onohe way back
the chaplun and ies driver picked up
wounded men, carrane them m the jeep
and in an artached trnler. The priest was
by then isedto beme mder fire—he had
Twice seen e prpe =i t oot his mourh
m fong menris of neitage. At the 3nd
Rartalion headgquarrers hetold his dnver:
“Stay with the jeep avd sas your pravers
I e lok “ He tien dashied o the
nearhyvand stanon, vhere e helped warh
the wounded and thie deme untl abom 2
aum. Somerone b o 3 am a Chinese
humatn wan e stiick the reniander ot the
3rd Bateabion. The jonmeter wis only
abor 50 vard wal i more than hali
the hattalin pers eae! were wounded
Farher Kap v andd = oo md stanon phver.
crm, D Clarenes Vesderson, dug small
holes i whih a1 nuded 1he w I\l\'-l

The Chimnes susmbered the detend-
ers abom 43 w11 wae hand-to-hand
fighting it nimes. As crie point the Reds

L omtinued on page 86

The Sth Gy woe finownoan

I not wounded Juring
" rapidly deteriorated as he attempred w

I)I',R.\'I‘l.k"l NED

Comtied from page 32

threw twe hand gienades imtoamedics

dugout, killing some of the wounded.
Chapliin Kapaun sent ouat 2 captured
Chinese officer whoe had been wounded
(and treated) with a plea to stop the gre-
nade-throwing. The next day the bateal-
ion recenved orders to withdraw, with any
"walking wiunded.” Facher Kapaun and
Dr. Anderson were headed out of the trap.
toa. but then a soldier smd he had seen
one of his buddies hit. When Kapaon and
Anderson went back, they were captured.

Father Kapaun, reportedly che only
remaining unwounded American m the
PEFIMCLCT, Neg ated with the Chimese
tor the surrender of the wounded. For his
heroism during the fighting and later,
while he was a prisoner of war, he was
awarded the Distinguished Service Cross
and the Bronze Star. Although he win
batele. las hiealth

care for the wounded and sick POWs.
The chaplain coerced his weary body
through each hour of his imprisonment
to give his help to the overwurked and
undersupplied U.S. Army doctors. He
accepted any work details, regardless of
how distasteful. especially those thar
gave him the chance to visit Amenicans

held in nearbv camps. He vistted with |

the POWs and prayed with them dasly -

" Catholic, Prorestant and Jewash.

During the winter of {930 and sprang
uf 1951, he washed the clothes and
bodies of Americans sick with Jy:
in the camps along the frozen Yi
boiled water to make it fit to drink. and
when there was no water he melted ice
and snow. He anguished because he was
nat allowed to visit all of the prisoners
freely. and he was upset when thewr
Communist captors separated officers

. and enlisted men in different camps. He

risked his life to make secret visits to the
enlisted personnel. He struggled along
without his pipe, but when the North

! Korean guards took away the rosary he

had carried all the way from Kansas, he
made another from barhed wire broken
off the fencine around his POW camp
and wsed 1t dailv.

Chaplam Kapaun foraged for tood tor
all the men. Before going out o pilfer
tfrom the guarded Communist stores tor
the malnourished POWs, he praved o
St. Dismas. It was not a praver for for-
giveness, he explained to his comrides,
because taking food from their captors to
feed starving men was not truly stealing.
N, instead the chaplain asked the Good
Thiel to lend an understandimy, expen-
wnced hand in the dineerons ¢

The shambling prieat proved an aps
pupil of the snted thiel. He would re-

YRR T T SURITHE R R IOV ISR RRUNTINTIN
wr the ctond besele his game deg

d ol his pockers wath salt, which the
ted,” sand one tellow pris-

Sen badls o
Lner i the atheer i Pyokiong,
ey he cane Tk with aowhy e sack of
spuds” anuther recalled.

Throughout the rerrible winter of 1950
31, Father Kapaun's health declined. His
yace was gaunt from malnutrition: his leg
-came useless because of the blond clor
.+ iver sight 10 one eve and the other
constantly strcamed fluid: his dysentery
eventually led to pneumonia. Shortly after
Easter. late in April 1951, he was taken to
the POWX’ *huspital” by the Communist

| puards. The-orher prisoners bid him a

rearul farewell hecause they knew no one
ever returned from there. Indeed, Kapaun's

v had raken all it could bear. Denied

__ncation, he Jdied on May 6, 1951, at 35.

Before he was taken away to die, Chap-
lain Kapaun entrusted his mission to
Licwrenant Ralph Nardella. One prisoner
who saw him off to the deach house said
that the padre asked the Chinese ta for-
give lum, “undoubredly because of the
harsh thoughts he had toward them,
" +zh he had not expressed.”
rdella later told the story of the chap-
. an's mareyedom, but so did others. One
was a Jewish Marine captain, Jerry Fink.
Fink painstakingly carved a 3-foot cruci-
fix in wod as o figting eribute “for the man
wha Jid muore than any other man for the
POWS." The cross and is image of Christ
was hung trom the celing of the prison-

-" varters in spite of ridicale from their
c1ers. When the Korean armiistice was
aoreed toom 1953, Nardella, Fink and
others carried the crucifix back to the
safery of “Freedom Village™ despitc objec-
tions by the Communist Chinese and
North Koreans. it was more than two
vears after Chaplain Kapaun's death be-
tore his savnince was relared by the ema-
“ied but freed Amencims.

The surviving comrades of the coura-
s priest fater took the crucifix and
aboue 51,300 collected fromamany: those
helped ™ the chaplain o St. John
Nepomucene Churci in Pilsen, Kan., to
commemorate him in his hone parish.
When his parents learned that their son
would not rerurn and had eamed the
s mze St and the D3C for heroism,

4 tequested that the decoratons be

sesenred e therr son's relgious superior,
Bishop Murk Uarroll of the Wichita Dio-
cese. The Jecorations—along with other
artitacts retrieved after his death, and
including the crucifix carved by Caprain
Fink in the prson canp—were installed
m a parochil school renamed Kapaun-
tount Carme! in Wichita. Like the men

wo survaved their shared FOW bt yen-
atons of <choul children would never

wer o - -




THE RAIL YARDS OF BERLIN

In February thirty-five years ago we were walking, some 1000 American
.prisoners of war, across the frozen plains of northern Poland. Our German hosts
had evacuated Ofiag 64, the American ground-force officers’ camp near Bromberg,

a scant twenty-four hours before the rapidly advancing Russians overran it.
.Presumably the idea was to “'save” us from the barbaric Russian army, but probably
there was also some imagined bargaining value in retaining us as prisoner-hostages
.under German control as the war's end approached. All of us would have preferred
being left in the camp to await liberation by our then Russian allies, but the Germans

.had the guns and we were in no position to argue.

Actually, we did leave about a hundred or so prisoners in the camp — infirmary

patients, some doctors, men who couldn’t walk or who feigned iliness, and a group

.of others who hid out in the half-dug, escape tunnel projects or somehow managed
ta get lost in the confusion of the hurried departure.

. As we walked, day after day, the marching column grew smaller and smaller.
.We were not properly clad to withstand continuous daily exposure to such
unremitting cold — temperatures that ranged from 40 below zero during two days of
blizzard winds up to 'a warmer 10 below on milder days. We wore regular
government-issue woolens and overcoats, supplemented by odds and ends of
eaters, combat zoot-suits, knitted caps and gloves, and makeshift head and face
coverings of blankets and whatever eise we could salvage from our meager prison
possessions. Unfortunately, our feet gave the most trouble; there was no way to
keep themn warm in regular GI shoes which could not accomodate more than one or
two extra pairs of socks. Consequently, each morning &8s the march progressed,
after sleeping out in ditches, haystacks, or in deserted, unheated barns and sheds,
here were always thirty to forty men with frozen feet who could walk no longer and
who had to be left behind to whatever fate awaited them.

After fourteen days of marching, about half the column made it to Stettin, some
.160 miles away toward the west. We left the column there to look after another
hundred men who had an accumulation of ailments and infirmities. Later we were
.moved with them in two small rail cars {one @ slatted cattle car, the other an open
coal car] to the Berlin rail yards and, after a few stationary days there, moved again
.lo Stalag Ill A, the large collecting camp at Luckenwalde some 30 miles south of the
capital. What was left of the walking column, which continued on from Stettin,
eventually turned up, still on foot, at Luckenwalde three weeks later.
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There were about nifty ot us packed into each of the rail cars which sat for t
three days and nights on a siding in the Berlin rail yards. Routinely, every nigh’
allied planes came over and plastered the rail yards with bombs. Most o
confined in the cars except for two short relief-function periods morning
evening under the watchful eyes of armed guards, were resigned to
hopelessness of our predicament. it became a matter of enduring another terri
night huddled together, hoping the bombs would miss our siding, and praying
sometime soon the cars would get moving again toward a safer locati
Immobilized by self-concern, we were too cold and numb and intimidated t

more than suffer silently and hope to stay alive.

It was an experience in cold and hunger and misery that few of us
forgotten. However, all of this rather long introductory description [most of v
was recorded in a couple of Bulletin articles back in 1968] serves only as backgr:
for an amusing story to illustrate that one man’s memory of and reaction tc
same experience do not always coincide with those of another.

Last year, talking to and comparing notes with another former POW
marched in that same column out of Oflag 64, we were surprised to discover the
100, remembered the two cars and the nights in the rail yards of Berlin. He was:
the coal car with us, but in the other open cattle car. Sure, he remembered t
cold and miserable too - but wasn‘t it a wild and hilarious time? “Wild? Hilari

John, who might eésily have stepp_ed out of the television cast of Hog

Heroes, was a happy, extrovertish first lieutenant then; a manic, wheeler-dealer type
who had spent most of his time back in the prison camp horse-trading cigarettes for
food and whatever else caught his fancy. He was one of the rare ones who stayed
busy constanty during his year of captivity, never seeming to have a depressed
moment. Before leaving the camp, and in preparation for the march, he traded
everthing he possessed back into tobacco, filling his back-pack and pockets with
cigarette packages and stuffing many more into the space between his combat
coveralls and his woolens beneath to the point where he could barely waddle. He
still had a good supply left by the time we reached Berlin.

When darkness came and while the rest of us were hunkering down in fear anc
wishing the night would end, John had bribed his guards with cigsrettes and was or
the loose wandering all over the rail yards. He looked for German troop trains anc
when he found one would boldly climb eboard and parade up and down the aisles, &
vendor hawking his wares in atrocious German, trading cigarettes to the Germar
Gls for bread and cheese and jam and schnapps. No one seemed to mind hit
audacity, not even the one indignant German officer he ran into who wanted tc
know what the hell was going on and booted him off his troop train. {But not befort
an exchange of liverwurst for two packs of cigarettes.

So you see, even a bleak experience has its lighter moments. It may all go t«
prove that misery is what you make of it, and that it helps to be born with a litth
self-confidence and a sense of the ridiculous. - P.C
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Workers remove panels from an

exterior wall of the balioon hangar at Fort Sill.

STEVE METZER/slat

Grand old balloon hangar gets
Fort Sill work crews

facelift by

By STEVE METZER/Stat writer

Fort Sill's grand old balloon
hangar is getting a face lift.

The cavernous building, built in
1935 and listed as a historic struc-
ture because of its important role in
Oklahoma's aviation history. is
being stripped of its original “skin”
because of its asbestos and metal
composition.

Fort Sill's chief environmental of-
ficer, Ron Barnett. said work on the
structure's interior was started last
spring. Now, workers are removing
exterior roof and wall panels. which
are to be replaced by corrugated
metal. When the project is complete.
probably by January. he said the
hangar will be the same familiar

gray and will look as it has for the
past six decades.

Barnett described the hangar as
having low levels of asbestos con-
centration which posed little threat
to the environment. Still, the materi-
al, which was used for years in con-
struction because of its fire resistant
nature. has been deemed a health
threat if it becomes flaky with age.

The director of environmental
quality said the abatement project,
because of the sheer size of the bal-
Joon hangar. is perhaps the largest
that has ever been undertaken at
Fort Sill. The project also has pre-
sented unique challenges because of
the importance of maintaining the
hangar's historic integrity.
Additionally. because the hangar
was once used for maintenance of

Pershing missiles and has been sub-
ject to inspection under terms of the
Intermediate Range Nuclear Forces
Treaty, plans had to be made for the
possibility of future inspections.
And, Barnett said, a unique mixture
of asbestos waste and lead-based
paint removed from the hangar re-
sulted in a first-of-its-kind search by
post officials for an appropriate dis-
posal site. With help from the
Oklahoma Department of
Environmental Quality and the
Environmental Protection Agency,
he said. a site was located in
Louisiana.

When the hangar was new, it was
used for storage and maintenance of
balloons used for aerial observation
of field artillery training.
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Richard Foregger -2 July 27, 1994
6780 W. Appleton Ave. 7=
117. Milwaukee WI 53216

1 John Slack, Editor
ia Oflag 64 Item

i PO Box 170
| el Gladwyne PA 19035

RE: 1. Letters to the Editor )
2. Railroad route from Lublin, Poland to Lvov, Ukraine

Dear Editor Slack:

For those ex-POWs liberated from prison camps in Poland and Eastern
Germany who entrained at Lublin for the trip to Odessa, the train

route passed through Lvov.

There  are two rail routes from Lublin to Lvov as follows:

I : ‘ II
Lublin Lublin
Krasnik Krasnystaw
Stalowa Wola Zawada
Nisko : Zwierzyniec Wies
Jaroslaw Lubaczéw
Munina . Munina
Przemysl Przemysl
Lvov 195 miles Lvov . 218 miles

Cpuld your readers kindly tell me which route the trains took 2

L 4
Sincerely,

Richard Foregger

File: slack

Teaching Director, Department of Anesthesiology,
Experience: Marquette University School of Medicine, 1947-59.

When he was ordered to a general hospital in Waco, Texas, for the
duration of the war, Foregger requested an overseas assignment, and
was transferred to and served in the Third Auxiliary Surgical
Group, First US Army, in the Normandy invasion and in the campaigns
in Northwest Europe, 1944-45. He retired from very active medical
practice June 1, 1984 in time to return to Normandy for the 40th
anniversary of the D-Day 1landings. ‘He was a practicing
anesthesiologist for 47 years as well as an author of scholarly
articles on medical science and history. While carrying on a
medical practice, Foregger was also a student at Marquette
University School of Engineering, 1952-53, where he studied
mathematics and at the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee during
1954, 1968-71 and after retirement 1984-89, where he studied
economics, statistics, political science, and history. He now does
independent study and research several days a week at the UWM,
Milwaukee Public, and the Marquette University Libraries.
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Montgomery'’s plan
shows daring nature

To mark the 50th anniversary of
U.S. participation in World War I,
Knight-Ridder Tribune News Wire has
commissioned a series of stories that
chronicle each weck’s evenis as they
happened 50 years ago. The series is
written by William R. Hawkins, presi-
dent of the Hamilion Center Jor Na-
tional Strategy, a nonpartisan think
tank for the study of international eco-
nomics and national sccurity policy.
Hawkins is a former economics profes-
sor at Appalachian State University.
the University of North Carolina-Ashe-
ville and Radford University.

By William R. Hawkins
KNIGHT-RIDDER

On Sept. 10, 1944, British Field
Marshal %emard Montigomery pre-
sented to U.S. Gen. Dwight Eisen-
hower an audacious plan for break-
ing through the German defenses in
Holland. Montgomery has often
been criticized by historians for be-
ing overly cautious. This stems from
his desire to always muster maxi-
mum force against objectives and to

lan every operation down to the
ast detail. But these were operation-
al matters.

When it came to strategy, Mont-
gomery.was an advocate of the bold
stroke. He constantly vied with the
more flambovant Gen. George Pat-
ton for the resources to make the
decisive thrust towards Berlin. Ei-
senhower had 1o pull in the reins on
both Montgomery and Patton in or-
der 10 follow his own concept of a
broad advance across Europe — a
strategy that would minimize the
risk that any substantial part of the
Allied ammies could be cut off from
the rest and mauled by a sudden
German counter-attack.

But this time, Eisenhower agreed
to Montgomen’s _Plan. Two days
before, the first V-2 ballistic missile
had hit England. The V-2 camicd a
one-ton warhead that could ievel an
entire block. lts high-speed arc gave
no warning and it was beyond the
capability of fighters or anti-aircraft
guns to intercept. The only way 10
stop them was to capture their
launching pads, which were on the
Dutch coast. Thus Montgomery de-
sired to drive forward quickly in
Holland to halt the bombardment
of England. An advance through
Holland also had the advantage of
tuming the right flank of the Sieg-

THIS WEEK IN 1944
wv
WORLD WAR II

fried Line, a belt of fortifications
along the German border.
Holland, however, had its own
natural defenses 1o overcome. A se-
ries of rivers and canals, culminat-
ing in the mighty Rhine river itself,
crossed the land. The Germans had
opened the dikes to flood large parts
of the country and hamper move-
ment. It was Monigomery's plan of
how to overcome these water obsta-
cles that made his operation so au-
dacious. Paratroopers would be
dropped behind the German lines
1o capture key bridges across which
the tanks could then roll forward.
Three of the four Allied airbome
divisions then available in North-
west Europe would be used: The
U.S. 82nd “All Americans,” the
101st “Screaming Eagles” and the
British 6tht "Red Devils.” The Pol-
ish st Parachute Brigade would
also go in to reinforce the British
“paras” who were given the honor
of taking the farthest bridge — the
one over the Rhine at Amhem. The
52nd Lowland division would be
flown in as soon as airfields were

ready.

Tge U.S. 82nd would land near
Nijmegen, |1 miles from Amhem,
and grab the bridges over the Mass
river at Grave and over the Waal
river in Nijmegen; and at least one
of the four bndges over the Mass-
Waal Canal. The 101st Airbomne
would land near Eindhoven and
hold open the 16 miles of road be-
tween the German lines and the
82nd Airbomne division. Down thal
road would roar the British XXX
Corps, spearheaded by the Guards
Amoured division with suppon
from the 43rd and 30th Infantry
divisions. These were the best
troops the British had. They were (0
charge forward like the cavalry of
old 1o rescue the aitbome “settfers™
who would be fighting for their sur-
vival, surrounded by rampaging war
parties.
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At D-Day,
News was

a casualty

Chicago Tribune

WASHINGTON — The Army knew D-
Day would be one for the history
books.

And to make certain that history
got it right, the Army devised a pub-
lic relations plan for that fateful day
in 1944 when 132,500 U.S. and Allied

. troops waded ashore under German

fire on French beaches.

But it didn't go quite as planned,
judging from a top-secret memoran-
dum declassified last week in con-
nection with the 50th anniversary of
D-Day. In fact, like Operation Desert
Storm almost a half-century later,
news reporting on D-Day became an
early casualty in the chaos and con-
fusion of the battlefield.

Actually, “it was a complete sham-

' bles,” recalls John H. Thompson, a

retired Chicago Tribune correspon-
dent who waded ashore on D-Day
with assault troops on what became
known as Bloody Omaha Beach,
where he spent most of his time try-
ing to avoid dying.

Thompson, 85, of Evanston, Ill., is
the last surviving D-Day correspon-
dent.

The declassified Army memoran-
dum reveals detailed arrangements
by Col. David Page, then chief of the
Army's Publicity and Psychological
Warfare Section, for news coverage
of the invasion on June 6, 1944.

Page’s four-page plan, completed
four days before the invasion, called
for a group of 30 experienced war
correspondents and photographers
to go ashore accompanied by six
Army public relations officers and
12 military censors.

The strategy reflected the Army’s
intention to bolster morale at home
with first-hand accounts of battle-
field successes and heroism — but
nnt racnaltiec

The plan was, in the military man
ner, detailed and orderly. It als:
woefully misjudged what D-Day
would be like on the beaches at' Nor
mandy.

Page expressed his belief thai

journalists landing with the assault
troops would quickly be able to ust
military radio equipment to transmi:
their reports.

Military censors would be on hanc
to examine their copy before trans-
mission, and reporters would take
turns filing 125 words at a time to
ensure that everyone got a chance.
As a backup, fast Navy dispatch
boats would stand by offshore to car-
ry copy to England to be telexed to
U.S. news organizations.

“Nothing like that ever hap-
pened,” said Thompson, then a 35-
year-old reporter.

He recalls spending most of the
first day hunkered down in a foxhole
on Omaha Beach, fortunate to sur-
vive a landing in which 2,000 Ameri-
cans were killed by -intense German
fire.

The next day, Thompson encoun-
tered his first military censor, who
enforced the rules barring corre-
spondents from saying where they
were, how the battle was going, or
anything about casualties. And when
he took his copy to an Army Signal
Corps post, “they said they didn't
know anything” about transmitting
reporters’ stories. “They said, ‘Come
back tomorrow or the next day.’ ™

On Day 3, Thompson and several
other correspondents finally met up
with a public relations officer “who
maintained that he had been there
on the beach the day before, but no-
body ever saw him.

“It was impossible to do anything
except survive, and they had this ri-
diculous idea that they were going to
send these public relations officers
to go up and down the beach like a
copy boy, saying, 'Have you got any
copy ready?' "

Famed Life magazine photogra-
pher Robert Capa, who landed along
with Thompson, carried his D-Day
film back to London on a fast boat.

By Day 4, the Army had a teletype
at the command post for correspon-
dents to use. But, Thompson said.
“nobody really knows if anybody
ever got anything out at any time”
during the early days until a Press
Wireless service transmitter capable
of reaching America arrived on the
beach at the end of the week, three
days behind the Army schedule.
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Their address is: at
222;;;;:k‘érelek Drive Stalag LUft III
Kerrville, TX 78028
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Das Oberkommando der Konvention gibt bekant:
WILKOMMEN NACH FT. WORTH
WELCOME TO FT. WORTH

A registration fee of $99.50 per person will take care of all Activi :
ties, Banquet, Breakfasts and tips. Individual tickets are available
at the Registration Desk for guests of P.O.W.'s. :

OFlag 6e4 Item

Pick up individually labeled packets from the Registration Desk
Honoring The Carter Family

It will be open:
9 a.m. to 4 p.m., Thursday, October 6

Radisson Plaza Arrivals after Thursday, October 6, may get their packets at the
' Front Desk. :
October 6-9, 1994 « Ft. Worth, Texas ront es

Registration Packets contain:
Name tags * Tourist information » Carter Biographies « Separate

tickets for each function * a Special Memo from Roger and Ruby
Cannon - one per couple.

The weather should be delightful this time of year (mild).

TEXAS COMMITTEE

Albert N. Cecil, Chairman
Roy J. Chappell, Jr.
Roger Cannon



PROGRAM

Thursday, October 6

9:00 a.m.
1:15 p.m.

5:45 p.m.
8:00 p.m.

Hospitality Room - Pick up packets

Bus to 8th St. Station, Tarantula Steam Train
to Stockyards (&return)

Bus returns from Station to Hotel

Reception - Hospitality Room Texas D

Friday, October 7th

9:30 a.m.
12:00 noon
3:30 p.m.
5:00 p.m.

10:00 p.m.

Bus to Amon Carter Square - S museums .
Bus continues to Joe T. Garcia's Restaurant
Visit to Stockyard area, Shops, and Museum,
Billy Bob's ‘
Bus returns to Hotel (those not going to
Billy Bob's)

Bus returns to Hotel (those who "stayed"” at
Billy Bob's)
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Saturday, October 8th

9:30 am.

10:00 am.

530 p.m.
6:00 p.m.
6:30 p.m.

- OTHER SHORT REMARKS BY:

- DINNER

Concert by The Travis Seniors

Business Meeting - Texas A-B
Herbs: Growing, Uses, Recipes by Pat Bai
Group Photos '

Cash Bar

Banquet, Speeches & Entertainment -
Crystal C

4

HONORING THE CARTER FAMILY

Master of Ceremonies
~ Albert N. Cecil

Tributes to:
Amon Carter, Sr.
Amon Carter, Jr.

Roy J. Chappell
Henry Soderberg

Sunday, October 9th

9:00 a.m.

ADIOS & AUF WIEDERSEHEN

Memorial Service & Breakfast - Crystal A
Jeni Cook (Chief Chaplain with Veteran's
Administration)
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16413 Alpine Drive
Livonia, MI 48154
October 21, 1994

Herb Garris

Dear Herb;

It was so good to see you and everyone again at the
Annual Oflag 64 Reunion in Fort Worth. We had a great time and
were happy that we had the chance to see the home town of Amon

carter and meet his family.

Don and I arrived on Thursday afternoon to beautiful
warm and sunny weather. We checked into a pleasant large room in
the East Wing of the Radisson Hotel, which was so comfortable.

At the reception that evening in the Texas Room we met
many of our friends for refreshments and conversation. There was
such a wonderful turnout--standing room only! It hardly seemed
possible that a whole year had passed since the Reunion in

Louisville.

on Friday morning three busses took our large group to
the Amon Carter Museum. At the museum we saw two short videos
about Frederic Remington and Charles Russell, well-known artists
of the 0ld West. Afterward we enjoyed a brief tour on our own of
their works, as well as the exhibit of American Impressionism and
Realism. Next we visited the Museum of Science and History,
where we enjoyed the hands-on exhibits of holographs, calculators

and computers.

By this time we were all ready for lunch, so the busses
took us to Joe T. Garcia’s famous restaurant for a delicious
meal. The food was tasty and the service was excellent. After
lunch, part of our group went on to the Stockyards for more fun,
while others went back to the hotel for a nap or shopping.

Later that evening, groups of Kriegies and their guests
filled the tables in the cactus Bar & Grille for dinner. Don and
I joined "Brad" Bradbury, Jack Rathbone and Nan and Jim McArevey
at a table. Brad bought a round of drinks for all of the
Kriegies and their guests in the Grille with the cash gift he had
received from his daughter to help him belatedly celebrate his
September 9 birthday. The final hours of the evening found the
Hospitality Room filled with Kriegies sharing stories, passing
around photos from former Oflag 64 Reunions and looking over
memorabilia from the Camp.

We really missed Henry Soderberg, who was unable to .
join this year’s Reunion for the first time ever. Roy (Tex)
Chappel announced that Henry had waited for hours, and even days,
at the Stockholm Airport, but was not able to get a seat on a



plane headed toward Fort Worth. We’ll look for him next yéarlin
Atlanta!

It was delightful to meet a newcomer this year--the
namesake grandson of Bill Makepace. Young Bill came to this
Reunion hoping to find someone who could identify the other
Kriegies in a photograph with his grandfather which had been
taken in the Camp. If Bill wasn’t successful in finding someone
at the Reunion who recognized the men in the photo, maybe a copy
of it could be run in the "Item," where more Kriegies would see
it. It was so nice to see a member of the younger generation
taking an interest in the Camp and the history of World War II.

saturday night’s banquet was especially memorable
because. it was a tribute to both Amon Carter, Sr. and Amon
carter, Jr. After remarks by Albert Cecil and Roy Chappel,
several Kriegies shared with us special memories of their
experiences with either Amon, Sr. or Amon, Jr. Mrs. Carter was
presented with a letter which had been written by Amon to his
family while he was a Kriegie, but which had been misplaced for
all these years. It was the most touching moment of a very

lovely evening.

Don and I were unable to stay for the Memorial Service
on Sunday morning, but we did enjoy a fine breakfast with the
group. After saying our good-byes to everyone, we were off to

the airport and home. We left with fond memories of friends, old

and new, and look forward to meeting them and you again next
october in Atlanta. '

Stay healthy and keep in touch.
. Sincerely,

\\4 e
. =X %

Lucy Lussenden

FortWort
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RADISSON FORT WORTH

- 1994

GUEST LIST + ATTENTNEES

EBERLE, CHARLES
AINSWORTH, JOSEPE -
ASCHIM, ROBERT L -
BALL, JAMES -
BARKOVIC, MARY JANE
BATTE, EDWARD -
BEDIENT, CARL -
BONOMI, ROBERT
BRADFORD, O.L.
BRITTO, GEORGE
BRYANT, A.W.

' CANNON, ROGER -

CECIL, ALBERT N. JR.
CHAPPELL, ROY J.,JR.
CHEATHAM, ' ROBERT
CIPRIANI, ANTHONY
CLINGAN, LEE
DIGGS, J. FRANK
DURGIN, GEORGE
ECKMAN, ROBERT
EDSALL, LESTER
FAIRCHILD, EDWARD
FITTON, GARVIN
FRIEDMAN, JOSEPH
GARRETT, THURSTON
GARRIS, HERBERT
GRAUL, DONALD O
GREENE, GEORGE
HARRELL, WILLIAM
HATCH, JEROME
HERR, GEORGE

HOLT, THOMAS
HUBBELL, V.C.
JOHNSON, ERROL
JONES, CURTES
KEISER, MARTIN
KLINKENBORG, RAY
KORBER, WILLIAM
LAWSON, THOMAS
LITTMAN, HERMAN
LUSSENDEN, DONALD
MACAREVEY, JAMES
MAKEPEACE, WILLIAM
MARABLE, PAUL
MELTESEN, CLARENCE
MILLER, THOMAS '
MOSS, ALFRED
OCONNER, JOHN

- PAWLOSKI, THEODORE

PIDDINGTON, THOMAS

RUTH
Glacdys
WINFRED

ELIZABETH
vife

RUBY
DOROTHY.
HELEN

ROSE

wife

wife Elizabeth
wife Virginia
wife

EDITH

wife

wife Sylvia

i

Margot
Dana

Mary Betty
Teddy

wife
Cecilia
wife Norma

wife Evelyn
wife Sue
Lucille

wife  Lucy
Nan

Betty

wife Eleanor

wife
v Zo== - Adele
wite
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RADDISSON FORT WORTH - 1994
GUEST LIST - cont'd &~ ~Z/( ~T£S

RATHBONE, JOEN H

RINEHART, EDMON - Barbara
ROBINSON, HERVEY - Dot

ROYAL, LEE - wife
SERINGER, JOSEPH - Joanne
SHERMAN, JAMES - wife Doris
SLACK, JOHN F

SMITH, MATTHEW - wife Bel
SMITH, ROY J. - wife
SPALDING, HORACE

STANSELL, JOHN - wife
THOMPSON, ROBERT - Gladys
THOMSON, VINTON - Donna
VANVLIET, JACK - Lynne
WAFUL, DONALD - Cassie
WARTHEN, WILLIAM

WEINBERG, ROBERT - Nina

WILKINSON, CHARLES .
YAROCK, IRVING
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