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COLUMBIA, S.C.:

composed on your capture and movement from Mortain, France to
Ofiag 64. It was mailed to your old Division, the 30th Infantry - the Tar
Heel Chapter in Raleigh, NC, just as you asked. Hopefully, as soon as
it retuns to me some extracts can be made of some of the most
interesting parts for the next [TEM. Thank you also for the check for
the Postage Fund. With best regards. Duna and Bill Hamell.

HILO, HI: Fred, many thanks for your leter and the spirtin
which it was written. We tried real hard to make the Memorial List as
accurate as possible, yet in your case an emor was made. My
apologies. (It shows in The List his wife’s name, Terry Livingston and
went undetected.) On one occasion, John and Mary Slack had visited
the Livingston's in Hawaii, and surely they will be glad to hear from
you. Thank you for the generous check for the Postage Fund. (Fred
was captured at Salemo in the spring of 1943 and arrived at Szubin a

littie later.) Fred Livingston.

MONTSERRAT, B.W.L.: Frank, your 24 December

note and the Book Review which we agreed upon is in this Issue. ltis
not only aimed at those who have bought one or more copies, but
especially toward those not having shown an interest in it, but may
upon reading some of the highlights within the Review. Thank you for
the lunch and warm hospitality in your Arlington, Va. home. A very
pleasant and warm winter in the Caribbean Which you so well deserve
for your editorial prowess as shown in our book. Elizabeth and Frank

Diggs.

DENVER, CO: Jack, thank you for your card but on the

next note make a slight adjustment in the P.0. Box No., to read 1693.
By now you are back home and | hope it was a pleasant trip and

Bill, what a nice narrative you -

* captured near Maxieuy, France on

holiday for you. Thank you for the kind words about the ITEM. Look
forward to the ammival of the book of yours. Lois and Jack Rathbone.

FAYETTEVILLE, NY: &, st Cory sent me the letter

in which you had made an inquiry about Albert Jenkins. My first
approach was a note which was dispatched to Jane Graffagnino,
Peter's wife, for a-hand from the 45t Inf. Div. Assn. Second, is this
appeal to our members at large to please write directly to you: Ed
Joiner, 906 Kimry Moor, Fayetteville, NY, 13066. (These two were
September 1, 1944.) Best wishes.

Ed Joiner.

DES MOINES, IA: Bob, many thanks for the photos of
the excellent mode! of Oflag 64. What a fine piece of workmanship
and so close to the real thing. Please plan to bring it to Fort Worth this
year so that we all can enjoy it Lillie and Bob Eckman.

LAWTO N, OK:  Martin, what a fine wrap -up you sent me

about Lawton of the 90's. Itis a city with which so many memories
are held by me and my family. Hope, as | said in an earlier reply, that
the Fort Worth Reunion may spill over to give us a chance to see Fort
Sill and Lawton again. Thanks also for the story on Russell Crooch,
who was of such great assistance to me on my educational program
out there. Best wishes. Martin Keiser.

LONDON, ENGLAND: ken, your tetter was most

welcome and certainly touching. How or why Hitier failed to slaughter
the British on the Beaches of Dunkquerque simply escapes me.
Perhaps it was the only civil and decent act he performed in WW L.
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Yes, Ken, | will be in Normandy in June, 1994, saiing out of
Piymouth, so let's try to rendezvous, even if it is for a short time. The
Oflag has been reproduced on a small scale by Bob Eckman in a
professional way. Hopefully, you can plan to come to Fort Worth and
to see the model. You may rest assured that our maps are in storage
rolls and will be on easels - for many of us to retrack some of our
trails. Thank you for the gift to the Postage Fund. (Ken was a British
subject and served honorably as an orderly.in Ofiag 64 but has kept in
constant touch with us since 1945.) Ken Finlayson.

CLEARWATER, F L: Blondell, thanks for your note of

November 16, 1993 and the items that you had enclosed. You were
very good at the "note-taking" and awful lucky that they were not taken
from you. When | get a chance, | will select some of the interesting
ones and include them in another ITEM. Thank you for your
contribution to the Postage Fund. Blondell T. Benton.

MIAMI BEACH, FL:

Sid, thanks for the most

generous donation of the $200 for the Postage Fund. This ransaction

was a very happy one on *The Belle of Louisville". In the November
ITEM, no details were provided about this gift and that is the reason it
is mentioned here. The amount stated has been held by Sid for some
time since a most recent trip that he made to Szubin with some others.
Then it was decided to free it from escrow and release it to the
Postage Fund. | am very grateful to you and the other members of the
tour who made it possible and am pleased to make the brief
explanation. Best wishes. Sidny N. Thal.

SOUTH EASTO N, MA: Paul, thank you for the note

conceming your father, Paul V. Lowell. (He is in a mild stage of
Alzheimer's in a V.A. Hospital near Boston.) Paul, if he would like to
continue hearing from us, please get a note to me of his close friends
and we will see that he gets some mail and the [TEM if he wants it still.
(Paul was taken among many others of the 106th Inf. Div. in mid
December 1944 near Schoneberg, Germany during the Battle of the
Bulge and was in Oflag 64 about a month.) With kind regards and our
best wishes. Paul V. Lowell, 117 Church Street, South Easton, MA,

02375.

SHAKOP EE, IMIN:  Ken, what a really interesting letter

from another late arival to Szubin. It had enough to merit my
inclusion of it near the end of this issue. Thank you for your remarks
and the first good impressions of the 50th Anniversary you just
received. Thank you also for the donation to the Postage Fund.

Ken W. Hyatt.

HIGH POINT, NC: Tony, it was great for Bob

Cheatham to have located you and asked me to get in touch. Then

-

POINT
your nice article in THE HIGH ENTERPRISE with its attendant article on

Francis Hargis was almost unbelievable. Weicome to the Ofiag 64
Group, Tony and Francis. Tony Libertore.

ST. PETERSBURG, FL: Russ, your fetter of

October reached me by a circuitous route. Sorry that you were not up
to Louisville for it was a good one. Your part in the Giee Club was well
covered in The 50th Anniversary Book and your story of your capture
near Sfax, Tunisia. We all appreciate the success you enjoyed in
making life much more livable in Szubin. "Our prayers are with you
and we hope you will be able to make Fort Worth. Russ Ford.

BATON ROUGE, LA: Gordt;n, your kind note of

October came and later the pretty card and the package of goodies
from The Smith Kitchen. WOW! Hope the cruise to the Caribbean
was restful and real pleasant. You got away from real bad weather

that extended all the way up from Louisiana to North Garolina.
Gordon Smith.

LADY LAKE, FL: Harold, though | have written to you

and personally thanked you for the article that you mailed to me on
Jack Van Viiet, this is to let the membership also thank you. it was .
well done and concemed one of the most widely known of our q
membership. As you stated to me, it is stories such as this one that . i
stand out Keep them coming to me. Many thanks for the
contribution to the ITEM. Harold Jallman.

| q4
SAN F RANCISCO, CA: ciarence, thank you and <
Helene for your card. Wish you would do for all of us a progress :
report on your new book. My offer stili holds to give you any assist ‘ :
that you may need in its preparations. (For our readers, it is a new . X
one in which Clarence will address Men of Oflag 64.) As soon as you
can put together a short precis of the book, send it along and | will ‘
include it in the next ITEM. Best wishes and good luck. Clarence ¢ -
Meltesen. < :

ASHEBORO, NC:  Francis and Bob, thank you for the ¢

thoughtful card and the fine photo taken of us at the Festivities at the ‘ :
V.A. Hospital Center in Salisbury. It is a real great credit to the VA. qd
and the way it is managed. Keep up your volunteer wark for they
seem to appreciate your care and attention to them. ‘

q

Thank you especially for the lead that you gave me on Tony Libertore
and Francis Hargis over in High Point. Hope to get with you three real ‘ ‘
soon. Bob Cheatham. : .

COLUMB'A, SC: Don and Dotie, thank you for the

pretty card and the check for the Postage Fund. Your review of '93
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filled with some joy and a sprinkle of pain with your hip dislocations.
It simply has to get better, let's hope so. Our best wishes. Don Graul.

HENDERSONVILLE, NC: o, wha a

provocative idea you have come up with. Escape, survival and hope
are possibly the main concepts most always present in the mind of a
person taken into custody. Your temporary break out, with four
others, on the train ride out of Sfax, Tunisia, was well stated. Then to
find the Arabs so untrustworthy and capricious - always willing to sell
their souls to the nearest buyer, is heartbreaking. Back to your shortly
lived escape | readily welcome the plan to have others send in some of
their own and in a short time we can edit them and let the Village
Printers here in Pinehurst make them into a nice and neat monograph
which could be sold at near cost to our members. (This is the go sign
and if you have an escape story that you might be willing to share with
us please type it out about two pages or so and mail it to me and | will
go from there). John, thanks for the encouraging words you sent on
The ITEM on its format and overall content. Best wishes to you and
Elaine. John Creech.

DES MOINES, LA: Venis, thank you for your kind note

and the check for the Postage Fund. Of more importance is that we
did see you and enjoyed your company in Louisville. Am surprised
that Carl Coffee and Charles Jones did not show up. Have been told
since, however, that they were both under the weather which may
account for that. My best wishes to you and Arlene. Verris Hubbell.

ENGLAND, AR: sily, sony that we didn't have much

time together in Louisville but if you promise to bring Bess with you to
Fort Worth, I'll make it up to both of you for that. Your nice letter to Bill
Cory was sent on to me and you will find it in this ISSUE. It portrays
vividly your love of travel but, moreover, it shows some of your upbeat
and optimism of life in general. Having visited Newfoundiand enroute
to Liverpool in WW I, | enjoyed the story so wonderfully left with us
called EVANGELINE. Thank you again and keep up the good work.
Billy Bingham.

HAMILTO N, GA: Jane, thank you for the delightful letter

and your treasured enclosures of some of Graff's writings. | am so
pleased that you sent them and will begin with this Issue with one and
continue with other issues with some others. Can't believe that he
wrote them so well aver the four year period (1941-45). (Peter had
planned to put these short stories into a book form but after closing
his practice he died at age 67 in January of 1984.) Thank you so
much Jane and our best wishes. Enjoyed seeing you and our long
chats in the Hospitality Room at the Louisville Reunion. Jane

Graffagnino.

BLOOMINGTON, IN:  Hilda, this is a late reply to

your very interesting letter to me in the late fall. | was able to get a
copy of your other book THE MAGIC GLASS and enjoyed it
tremendously. in the spring of last year, her new book BLITZKRIEG
OF BOOKS told of the near total devastation of libraries in the Nazi's
Occupied Temitories. THE MAGIC GLASS is an examination of the life
of the early whalers under Captain Ahab on his ship The Pequod.
Hilda, | had the book for an inter-library loan and barely finished
reading it before it was due so my review for you is on hold untl
Rubena Press sends me a desk copy as requested a short time ago.
Many thanks for the fascinating vitae you kindly included in the letter.
Oops! The book came today but will be in thé next ITEM. Thanks.
Best wishes. Dr. Hilda Stubbings.

ESSEX JUNCTION, VT:  way oancal

Cavanaugh, the daughter of Albert J. Crandall, many thanks for the
telephone response to my inquiry over a returned ITEM. The short
biography you did by hand and the handsome article in the
UNIVERSITY OF VERMONT's Alumni Magazine were so welcome and
interesting. The fact that he had been in a MASH Unit attached to the
101st Abn. Div. made it so much more personal to me since it was
my outfit. In short, Mary, | will have some nice extracts ready for the
next issue. So glad | made the call and your acquaintance. We thank
you and wish you the very best. Mary Crandall Cavanaugh.

EVERETT, PA: George, thank you for the September letter

and the note of Dorothy Richard's correct address. Am even more
delighted that you have been on the phone with Chaplain Bob Scott
and Marion out in Scottsdale. | was saddened by his stroke which
she told me. Sorry that you could not come to Louisville to be with us
and please try for Fort Worth. All the best. Army Times this past week
began a profile - The Chaplains. Sent it to Bob. George Thomas.

WEST BOYLSTON, MA: omond, thank you for

the nice letter back in November and your recollections of
Hammelburg. John Slack sent me a small envelope of some photos
taken, presumably, there which | will mail out to you shorly and ask
your help in places and people if you can make some sense of it after
Chap Daniels retums it. .

As to Joseph Matthews, | still have had no reply to my appeal to him. .
So perhaps you might jack him up if you are sure the address is
correct, | can mail him a copy of THE ITEM.

Ormond, this is to let the full membership know, if they do not, of the -
loss of Dorothy, your wife, in last July. We all send our condolences.
With best wishes. Ormond Roberts.



VALL'NGBY, SWEDEN: teny, a short note here

to tell you that from Thanksgiving up to now my time hasn't been my
own. Yet at the top of the desk sits your pleasant story of your
bucolic life this past summer up at lovely RINFORSA, along with
manuscript of the highlights of fast year since we were in Colorado
Springs. Especially, the Douglas Tanghy story, which is infriguing.
By the time of next preparation of THE ITEM, it will be in good order.
Henry, will you give some thought to try and meet Ken Finlayson and
me in June 1994 when | retumn to England and Normandy for the
D-Day celebrations. In a separate letter, | will forward the details of the
itinerary and, hopefully, we can find a few precious minutes together.
Best wishes to Claire and you. Henry Soderberg..

NORTH TONAWANDA, NY Dick, thank you for

yours of November 29th. Once again | am so glad you brought to my
attention the loss of Sol Levy, a close and personal friend of yours.
As you examine the 50th Anniversary Book you will find it was taken
care of in timely manner. {

Dick, Wilbur Hooker is still on our mailing list and his address which
you showed corresponds with mine.

My congratulations on the service that you are doing with the V.A.
Hospital and the American EX POW's. No doubt it is very much
appreciated. Your nice letter is enclosed in this Issue. Warm regards.
Richard Manton.

LADY LAKE, FL. Harold, your most recent note just

reached me and | am pleased to tell you that William A. Guest of
Savannah, GA has been added to the address list of THE I[TEM. You
were very thoughtful to do that for him. Yes, | am having trouble in
securing the Giffin Book, so please let me borrow your copy. Thanks.
Harold L. Tallman.

JAC KSON, Ml Vinton, | want to ask you a favor. Many

of the photos shown in the 50th Anniversary Book are included in the
collection that you kindly loaned to me. If you have an opportunity, |
would surely like to see if we can match some names with photos
shown at a time convenient to you. Thank you for the check for the
Postage Fund. Vinton Thompson.

ALEXANDR'A, VA: Ned, this is a folow-up on our

telephone call this past week while | was in the D.C. area. Pleased
that you, first off, had such good luck on the photos taken an your frip
to Szubin, Poland last summer and to see what is left of Oflag 64. The
quality of the pictures in color, of course, make it all the more
impressive. | have not received the copies you had made for me yet
but herewith want to share your name and address for those who

want to get in touch with you to have some made. Suppose | letit go
at that and as you get a request go either one, by lending the negatives
out, or figure up an order and let's use the services of Gene Sharick

whom Henry Soderberg introduced to us in Louisville. He does pretty .

work at a very reasonable cost. Thank you for the copies and | will
mail you the two taken at Louisville that | promised. Nat Hoskot, 404
Cambridge Road, Alexandria, VA, 22314.

H".O, HI Fred, your nice late note just reached me and | am
sure the Circles of Hell touched the same tender nerves of you that are
shared by many athers in the renowned 36th Inf. Div. in the costly
Italian Campaign in which in one battie 1900 KIA's resulted in an area
of one square mile. Try to reach Bill Paty and | assure you that he will
be one of the most hospitable people you may ever meet Fred
Livingston. ’

VALLINGBY, SWEDEN: Henry and Claire, your

welcome letter of January 1st just reached me in time for the ITEM.

The good news about your holding some old medals to spare and

entited THE YMCA FLAME OF FREEDOM MEDAL sounds great
(These Medals and a copy of the Certificate of Appreciation is shown
in this Issue were presented to some of our own in Oflag 64 and have
been lost) Your idea to present the dozen or so that you have on
hand in Fort Worth in October is a splendid and thoughtful gesture and
we are pleased. In short, Henry has offered this service and if you
meet the qualifications stated above, please send Henry or me the
request and it will certainly be taken care of in Fort Worth with a short
.appropriate ceremony.

Glad that you shared the overall consensus of opinion of the books
fine quality and interesting reading. |, too, am well aware of ather
newspapers in the theater, but like you, there certainly was none of the
quality of THE ITEM.

Thank you for the kind words about the presentations of THE POST
OFLAG 64 ITEM and with great contributors like you the task is
extremely enjoyable for me at this end. Many thanks and our best
wishes for Claire and you in 1994, The Soderbergs.

WHISPERING PINES, NC: can, as this is about

to be mailed to John Slack for publishing, it deserves the news which
you share with me last night in your home. That your lovely wife,
Barbara, has suffered a heart attack at home on early Sunday
moming. She was entered into Moore Regional Hospital in Pinehurst
and was ftreated in time and the prospects are good for a recovery
even at this critical time. Carl, our prayers and best wishes go out to
you.

Barbara and Carl put together a small indexed guide to assist the
members in Louisville in tracing their own and ather names of those

-
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who were in Ofiag 64 at one tme. More recently, they did the
envelopes for this mailing which you are about to receive in the proper
Zip Code order as required for a Bulk Mailing. The address to which
you may send a get well card is: Mrs. Barbara Christensen, 267-B
Pine Ridge Drive, Whispering Pines, NC, 28327. Thank you both and
our best wishes. Carl Christensen.
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FALLS CHURCH, VA.: Al, Thanks so much for
the nice note and the detailed research
you made on our mailing list. " Where di
we come from?"With over 450 members, who
receive THE ITEM , 46 states are listed,
leaving four that are not represented.
Arkansas has had an incorrect zip code
but Billy Bingham and Garvin Fitton have
nonetheless been served. Possibly it is
their importance that may have caused
this miracle. ‘Alseoi, in the Reunion at
Louisville we had 36 states represented
among nearly 180 registrants. So in the
eyes of a late house painting commer-
cial, Al says that "We cover the U. S.A."
Al, thanks again for your loyal
support over the recent months. I am sorry
that we were not able to get together in
my Thanksgiving or early January visit
to D. C. Next time we will do it, hope-
fully. Sincerely, H. Alexander (Al) Casner.

CHEYENNE, WY.: Bill and Evelyn, appreciate
your note of last week. Your visit toward
Szubin and slight detour at Luckenwalde most
surely gave you a better imsight of Story

of The Holocaust I referred to in a recent
issue.

The handdeme photos of your presenting
theAmericanColors to The Ghost Riders at
Francis E. Warren AFB were very impressive,
especially the pretty Air Force Nurse, a
vet of the Persian Gulf Campaign, who rec-
eived them from you

Now to chide you alittle bit, a grade
slip was in the midst of the contents of
the envelope and it had a grade marked
B. This in your course on Current Issues
in AmericanGovernment at The Laramie
County Community College, there inCheyenne.
Let's get with it you are A grade material
and I expect an improvement. Congrats,
even soO.

Bill we never discussed the fact that
you were a recruit and took you basic with
E Troop of the 5th Cav. Regt., in the lst
Cav. Div. Then on to the USAAF and inadvert-
enly placed with the Ground Pounders in Oflag
64. That background must have put you in
good stead from North Africa onward.

Bill , thank you for the set of 3x5
cards, annpld roster that Johm Slack
furnished you.Thatpaa plus a "B" List which
Bill Cory sent me awhile ago will be of
great help in tracking the membersmasee
accurately.

Bill, I have rmentioned this to you
before , but want to repeat it for the
entire membership, your Reunion was a
super one. It was made possible by the
fine work ‘éfizi you and Evelyn. From
the Registration all the way thru the
Memorial Service, it is one many of us
will recall with much pleasure. Thanks.
Bill Korber.

CALIFON, N. J.: Jim, what a nice note of
last week. It made me real proud to read
of you recent success in the campaign and
election as the New Mayor of Califon.

As Win says, it is good to have it over.
She is right for campaigning is not an
easy task. Certainly, it a newsworthy piece .
and it is included in this issue.

Second, the cash you sent along for ‘
the P.F. is appreciated as well. .

The David A. Englander story about your
escapade to Moscow is super and it will jus
have to wait until the next issue. Thank ‘
you anyway. Upon reading the by line name
of the writer, it rang a bell and as you se‘
my note to Glenn Brooks, a little later you ‘
will see why!

Hate to tell you this while you q:
suffer the Arctic Weather in New Jersey; E
but here at Ngrth Myrtle Beach today I . :
am in short sleeves and aim to drive some ‘

golf balls tomorrow. We have a week at ‘
our time share and it is truly delightful.
Poor Baby! His Honor Mayor Jim Ball. |

CHARLOTTE, N. C.: Harold, your note to me wé!
so welcome in early December. You fully
qualify as a member of the Oflag 64 and
your first ITEM is being enclosed. Thank
you also for the check for the P.F.. Am so
glad that Charles Moore out in Phoenix, AZ
sent you the n ews about us and his notes
on Phil Gage, Gordon Smith and Bill Paty.
With at least two others of us there in
Charlotte why not let's plan a lunch up
there soon? They are Ormond Hessler and
Chaplain Eugene Daniel. In your next mnote
fill me in on your unit and what has
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happened to you in the past fifty years.
S-ncerely. Haward L. Huggett

GROVE CITY, OH.: Brad, what a pretty card
you sent in mid-December along with a
check for the P.F.

So pleased for you bringing Gail, your
daughter and your wife to join us in
Louisville. Glad too that she seemed to —z7=
welcome and learned a lot about why we all
enjoy them so much(-A raeity is with your
wife and her recovery from the sickness in
1988, enough to travel and to make it to
Fort Worth this year.

Brad, I am out of sync with the lst
Onsn,F. A. Bn., at the moment , but will
try to make one of their quarterly 'do's"
soon over at Bragg.

Brad, thank you for the remarks on
THE ITEM and our new fiscal reporting
system. Got some mighty good advice on it
before hand. Sincerely. O. L.Bradford.

ATHENS, GA.: Clementi and Boomer, thank you
the pretty card and the WNGC and WGAU logo.
Your kind worda bout John Slack and his being
the "glue" of this outfit were true and very
well stated. Whatever success we will have
ahead will be in a great part due to his,

and Mary's patient and unswerving devotion

to it. Best wishes in '94.

H. Randoph (Boomer) Holder

BERMUDA VILLAGE, ADVANCE , N. C.: General
Dobson, to save my reputation a short note
of explanation is submitted herewith on my
not calling or coming to see you as we agreed
upon in early January. A important appoint-
mentat Walter Reed for Ethelene-my wife took
a precedence. The results were good and we
are both very happy about that. Your phone calls
are such a joy, always full of the same optimism
that you showed us in Szubin, but a trip pretty
soon will be even better.

Your football days at the Univ.
of Richmond, just before you went away to West
Pointhave left some great friends down here in
The Sandhills, especially with that gang over
at Hampden Sydney, three live nearby me.
Sincerely, Brig. Gen. John Dobson

ABERDEEN, N. C.: Glenn, since The Pilot
has not furnished me a little better
copy of your 0CS Hall of Fame Enduction
and the presentation, I will hold off
until the next issue to run it.

As we had coffee one morning.in
a MacDonald's about three weeks ago you
brought twpmid the name of a NEW YORK
TIMES reporter whom w& recalled at Oflag
64. It was David A. Englander, a 1lst
Lt. ‘In the Jim Ball report mentioned
above and a reference to his trip from
Szubin to Moscow,Englander wrote the -
article which will appear in the next issue.
My question to the rmembers at large if anyone
can provide any information about him to
us? At once I thought his name had been
on a Memorial List, and I hope it is in-
correct. If anyone can help us please
send us a note at your convenience.

Thank you Glenn for your kind
remarks about the 50th Anniversary Book
and I concur with you completely. It made.
my review much easier.

Sincerely. Glenn Brooks.

WHISPERING PINES, N. C: Carl, you have
given us some good news about Barbara,
you wife. The heart problem-was. severe
enough, but with the rapid response

on Sunday a week ago, 23d January, she
was admitted to the Moore Regional Hospital
here in Pinehurst. Two successful and
timely procedures were the answer and she
has returned home now for recuperation.
Carl, all of share in the good news and
wish her a rapid recovery.

Barbara and Carl Christensen.
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“Ball wins by 1 in clsz hanger

CALIFON — In a clif-hanger. for-
mer mayor Deimocrat James Ball de-
feated Repubhcan mayor Merwin
Grimes, 269-268, in Tuesday’s general
election,

Not until the :bscnlee ballots were
counted was the winner known. 1t ap-
peared from the voting machine count

that Grimes had .won. Then it was
found that Ball lud l l ubscnlee voles. |

Grimes 6,

It was not known at p

whether Grimes would ask Toi* aye -

count.
There was a 73 percent turnout
—532 of the 713 registered voters.
Republicans Ronald Forsberg and
Raymond Yanofchick. both running

-.. T

d for three-year terms, tal-
lied 371 and“364 voies. respectively.—
Both were appoinied 10 the council
this year.

Ronald Torsky. a Republican run-
ning unopposed for a one-year unex.
plred term, drew 353 votes.

LEE

=

CRIFFHAVGER
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Mayor Ball Sworn In

Having been declared the winncr by one vote in a recount afterthe |

(Photoby JJ. Du--) T
-+

Borough of Califon

James A. Ball

Elect..Jim Ball
for Mayor

Califon's Own
“Ambassador.for the Boro”

« Qutstanding Service and Experience Having
Previously Served 2 Terms- 8 years - as
Mayor of Califon

* Negotiated State Aid for Road and Sidewalks on '
Main Street totalling $55.000

* Negotiated with NJBRC on Sale of Califon Water
Company to The Garden State Water Co.,
Saving Boro in Excess of $1Million

;- Brought Cable TV to Califon

l» Negotiated with Elizabethtown Gas for the
installation of gas in Calilon

* Served as treasurer of the New Jersey State
Conterence of Mayors

i Served as President of the Hunterdon Cpunty
Municipal Officers Association

*» Vice President, Califon Historical Society -

* Member, Califon PTA

* Retired Lieutenant Colonel, U.S. Army POW in
Poland

for Gallantry; 3 Purple Hearts

* Recipient of 2 Silver Stars for Valour ; Bronze Star

VOTE CALIFON'S FUTURE
Vote JIM BALL -« * NOV. 2
M

Commmmes 1 slect A Sad
MecVchar svenre

908-832-7150 (Office)
908-832-5750 (Home)

Mayor

Nov. 2 general election, Califon Mayor James Ball, left, was sworn |
in on Monday, Nov. 22, in bis bome. He was sworn in early in order "
to complete the unexpired term of former mayor Jeffrey Welkh, to ;!
which Merwin Grimes, his opponent, had been appointed. Anomey
Peter Jost administered the oath while Winifred Ball beld the famil
Bible.

—————————

Lot

P.O. Box 368, Main Street, Califon, NJ 07830
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Living history PEACE HAS COME]

11114 T Dk Petnt Bairyrer TS

fromWorldWarl ‘&“«‘--,

Da|ly 50c. Sunday S1

Luck
graced

POW

By Scott Sexton
STAFF WRITER

On June 6, 1944, furtive whispers
quickly passed the word among the
American prisoners of war.

The Allies had landed in
France. '

For 27-year-old Lt. Tony Liber-
tore, the reports filled him with hope

and the re-
HIGH POINT EXRXX
‘ confidence

that his captivity would soon end.

Many gut-wrenching ups and
downs lay ahead however. His first
letters from home, two unsuccessful
escape attempts, the arrival of a ca-
blegram announcing the birth of his
first born son Donald and a brutal
evacuation march through the un-
forgiving Polish winter would test his
emotional health.

On D-Day, though, enly joy and
pride coursed through OFLAG 64, a
German POW camp in Szubin, Po-
land. Thanks to a radio smuggled in
piece-by-piece by bold members of
the Polish underground, the impri-
soned American and British officers
could keep up with war reports.

“We got the news twice a day -
once in the morning and once in the
evening," said Libertore, “The senior
officers would listen to the BBC and
pass it on by word of mouth.

“On .the day of.the invasion, we
knew it before the Germans did.
When the commandant assembled all
of us, we had to act surprised and not
make a scene (when he told us.)”

Today, Libertore knows how for-
tunate he was during World War 11.
Sitting in his living room, thumbing
through the brittle, yellowing pages
of his Kriege (prisoner's) log book
with his wife Louise by his side, he
still marvels at his fate.

“T hit it lucky,” said Libertore, now
a youthful, active 76-year-old. "I was

just that one guy out of a thousand
This is what was meant to be. The
Good.Lord had his reasons.”

He's especially thankful that three
of his brothers and three brothers-
in-law who also saw combat made it
home. His wife, Louise, shares that
sentiment,

"When you're young like that, you
just don’t realize the depth of what

(Staft photos by Howard THiery)

Tony Libertore thumbs through his World War |l POW log

B OFLAG 64 POWs meet
in High Point—12A

can happen,” she said,her blue eycs
sparkling as she, too, recounted her
blessings.

The scrappy, 5-foot-6-inch Lt. Li-
bertore certainly didn't imagine what
his future held as he.headed off to
battle the Nazis in Europe.

In early February 1944, he found
himself in the middle of an American
assault on a heavily-fortified hill
protecting the German-controlled
town of Cassino, Italy.

Crawling in ruts dug by mammoth
U.S. tanks, Libertore and 80 to 90
other soldiers slowly made their way
up the hill toward the German en-
campment. Without sulfering a single
casualty, the Americans took 57
German defenders prisoner and

captured lhe objective.
"After an hour or so of daylight,
{See POW On 124)
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POW

AOMPAGE 18,

v mortans”

rounds landed a litle
nertare wound up in
tar nursing powder burny

= kia sersice in that baltle, he

aad a hattlefield promolion lo
“irst lreutenant
days secuperainn
~ SUFORK ENGULR T FejuIn
mum On Feh 13. battalor.
adcuariers senl him and five other

anere their platoor: kad been that

morning

A the group approached the top of
I. Likertore knew something

ane w rong

Thete'd been a skirmish thal day.”

tLiberwore said “We passed five or a1z

. ali dead So we decided thal our

t have went off to the Iefl

As Ihe sky blackened in the
Apennine Mountains of central ltaly.
smal! band carefully made its way
w Lhe slope

Suuderly a German patra!
:,ptl'ef on the traif
‘table lee was our
I.thertore said ~When the

were shot by

v stariled Geemans. A concussion
trenane knncied oul Labertore ant

e nther three Americans
“rihe L.5. soldiers shot by the
Germans had been old heads, they'd
have alceady been on the ground It
nappened that quick ™

When he regained constiousness
Libertore found mimsel! in an clabo-
rate German camp dug into the sidc
of another hill. A German eflicer.
wducated o1 the University af Chicato
re the war, ledd the

provioc
. ihe ermans
e Ilr:d\-d tnuard

¥ 10 fus pr1son fog buix
t,ihestore ang nther POWs were
moveil to Fiug, Naly. on Feb 15,10
Laternina. S1al;
Meashurg Germany on March 17 ane
finally 1 DFLAG 64 1n Squbin,
'olann nn Agnl 25, In the middle of
the [talian leg of the journey,
l.ihertore made his first altempt 1o
excape

Frank Habig (fourth trom right) played for the camp champs

During s break when the German
convoy stopped to let the prisoners
streich their legs, Liberiore sav hs
y. With » working

his immigrant parents. he ligured his

chances of success were prelty good.

't 43w 2 house \ulh s lights an
" he

wwhord the other
Thes duln’t notice he wae

waiked over tn Lhat hausc and
1 an the Ann:

twen accidenially 1eA behind by
weks

of the Germans loaded hum into
rcle widecar and deove him

eaplatned what had happencd
are (he guards put him back 1a with
prunners without

smeident
Half 3 wnrld awi
Chariestor, S.C.. hnme, Lhe very

y n her parents’

ant Lowise Liberiere was just
Et.ung out her hushand was reporte-
mssing

A day or 3n beiore her son, Don.
«3as born or: March 22, Louise
watched her mother walk oul to the
maiibox. Whes the older woman
started runming down an alley toward
aanther relative’s hause. Louise
realized snmelhing was wrong She
bolted nul the door and ioliowed

~She handed me the letter and said
read th:
aad it s ing
1 just uncw he was all right
u-ouzr. An incredible calm came eser

_{ ®a¢ nn mward feeling Ihat he

u':s aK -

InOFLAG = 1

3139 s Mpmped Titmev|

Libertore’s

prison Jog (; )

Warsaw Cicariv. the Germans woulild
rFelreal AR allawl evicuation
o e at

mistary, e Gepy

imprisoned enems hand
provided sports cquipment, playini QOnree recardedd as wmelhing ol
and a well-stacked Enghish oldliali fr marchme the pe 3
They allowed the POWs (o (he ramp ks afte . Halng began

produce plays and even permilted
hem 1o view movics al the Szuhin
movie house.

German enhsted men smarlly
saluted the American and Brilish
officers. Red Cross food parcels were
handed out regularly in the beginning  and 1hinking, “Here's sometinng we
and meals were supplemented with might not be able tn dle soon !
gond German cheese and thick brown PR
hrestl, -

The prisoners descinped their own
moxrclary system hased an cgarelics
Camels were worlh 50 points, Lucky
Sirikes 40, Chesterficlls 10, Ul Gulds
20 amil all Hatish egare worth (v
The smukes were & 3
ctmrolates aml us

1n Inak ke a prophet

=1 knew somedlay wiril have W walk
out of there.” said Habig, whose own
weight had sunk from 160 pounds tn
121 1 remember walking up a Inilr
grade when things wore gelting mugh

The Germans ardered a fall reireat
an Jdan 21, 19d5
Snow blankelrd e cunnirssie
and sharp winda eul through the
POWS clothes like iev dnives
The prosanere moved tn s (1rn'
v

Herim Mnre m-m
1000 POWs crawded inin barps
seeking shetier fram (he hitter cold

Wuth the Husuans advancing tn
slometers of e farn,
the Giermans deculed ta beat o
isorganszed retrent {iroups of 5 te
100 prisoncrs marched aff norih
wward the Baltir Sca and then wes
tward German;
wWou In the ennfusius, the Germans led
8 10 100 Amenican and Briush POWs
behind. I was one of the lucky
few lefl bel to be liberated by the

Russian al

~There was um.- CGicrman guard lefl
there wilh us.” Habig said. “llc was
restly nervous and kep! saying 'Re-
member we've been pretty good Lo
you guys.” Finally he jusl took ofl."

Russian soldiers discovered the
former POWs and sen\ Lhem 1o
Odesza. Ru: # port eity on the
Black Sea. There, they boarded a
British frigate, frec al lasl,

The other "OWs wore not 30 luchy.
Weak with hunger, they marched on.
The larger Kerfoot ended up leaning
on Libertore through much of the
hike. Yet they pushed forward,
knowing the end of the A
couldn’t he far away

“That's what kepl you going.”
Libertore said

Closing in on the Ballic Sea, he and
Kerfoot gambled on an cscape
attempt.

Walking through a small Polish
town, members of the Polish
resistance helped them break away
en nlo €amp.  from the Jong column of POWs. The
Poles whisked them into a potalo
cellar and hid them for three days,

On the thied day, Latvian 1reaps
Altied 10 |)|e Germans uncovered) the

. With haysmets i plary,
: il 1 the dlnor wf thee
many treaiment of th r anit confranted the
wned Americans
MNatmas began being cur, and leters , Af7aid of beine mistaken for 2
masled from back home n e 3 ertore susd “Americ
1aok Innger and loneer 10 arnive, Amcricano” and puiled uul an
il at ali

Laherwre Jearnud of the birth uf his
son by cablegram an July 9. He
didn’t recewe any mail from Louise
until Sept. 11 when a ietter arrived
with grainy, black and white
photographs of Dnn enclosed

Food from the Red Cross declined
{rom one parcel per man per week (o
two men per parcel. then to three
men per package. When the Russians
cranked up their winter offensive in
January, 1845, each package was
being divided among seven men.

“As il gol worsc and worse fur
them. the Germans hegan using the
Red Cross pareels for their own
subsistence.” Libertore said. “We gol
down to a small hunk of bread and 3
cup of soup wilh three or four
pcmuex the size of golf balls per

“As long as things were gainy w
fur them, they gave us everyihi
*sanl Libert
poned pll)bnll he preserverd hetween
the pages of his logbook.

Prisoners could even shop for
walches Company represcntauves
wenl from building 1o building making
their sales pitch.

“1 lnoked at them und sar
mean to tell me you're here selling
Rolex watche: recalled Frank
Sabig. 76, another High Point man

Army

incarcerated st OFLAG 64 “For
$30, you could ge1 a Rolex. Even
then they were known for quality.”
Incredibly. Lhe Germans not oniy
allowed the Swiss salesm

they actually encouraged them.
“They were probably getting a cut
themselves.” labig said

Ammun Nag - 3 gift smugeled ot
/| 2 r

mn my Le.

were lorced o fight for the
Germans. 1 sure am glad it was
them or | guess | wonldn't be here
oday.”

Not surc what 10 do lh the
Amcricans, the Latvian commander
finally ordered a soldier to lake them
back (o the Germ)

“Each of us had a diary ... that had
YMCA on iL,” Kerfoot said from his
Nouston home. “(The Latvians) ealied
iLa 'Yimea.' We called it our pass to
reasonable trestment.”

Remarkably, the Germans accepled
a note from the Lalvian commander
and took the Americans back wilhout
punishmenl.

~We gol oul of there wilh our skins.
and that was what we wanled to do.”
- Kerfool said.

Uin Feb. 17, ine march ended 3t
U'sedoam. Germany. The F1IWs had
walked 231 miles in less than a
month, They hoarded a train tha
carried them A¢ Luckenwalde,
Germany. a small town south of
Rerlin

more ARer 1w more monthe of eonfine-
‘s smaller  menl. the Inngawarled dlussians
liberated Luckenwalde and freed the
prisnners. A Jnyous melec rivaling

The POWC weight plummeled A
wiry 139-pound man when he was
captured, Libertore dropped 1o 92
pounds. One of his ciosest buddics.
William “Kenny™ Kerfool. 2 hulking
6-fool-2-inch. 215 pounder dipped
down to 135 pounds. Another buddy.
Warren Evans, wenl from 210 to
10 pounds.

1L hurt thase bigger guy:
than me.” Liberiore sad,
Rruys did better ™

0n Jun. 18, the Rusmans captured

1 IRH’I"\I-\S 1944

e

anything that came oul of the Wiln
West erupled

“The Hussan tanks wer: loaded
down with hedroom furnilure,
washers  you namr |\
strapped to their tanks.”
said. “And they toasted everything -
breakfast, lunch and dinner - with
vodks.”

There was & gram side to the
liberation, however. .

The Russians rounded up threc
Frenchmen who betrayed their
country Lo fight I'nr the Natis. They

folded lined Lhem up
slengside & brick wall and executed
them by nnng squad.
=1t wasn'L any big deal 1o Ih:
Russians,” Libertore said. he
il was just daily wark. To us
big deal.”

On May 6, 1945, the ordeal ended
lor Libertore and his new buddy
Kerfool.

1In exchunge for some of their own
troops, the Russians sent lwo convoys
of trucks earrying POWs southwesl
taward the Elbe River. A third, with
Kerfoot and Libertore aboard, was
inexplicably detained.

“They wouldn't let v3 ship oul.™
Kerfoot said. “So we cul our way oul
and headed west. (Russians) fired
machine guns over our heads but we
caught up wath the convoy. 11 was the
wildest ride | ever hld

Afier spending
hospital in England runmng llmr
strength, tbe newly freed POWs were
on their way home.

When Libertore walied off the
plane in Charlesion, 5.C.. Louise was
waiting with 3 stranger - the couple’s
44-month-old son.

=Of course, Donnie didn't want o
have anyt! 1o do with him because
he was just a siranger then.” Louise

< sud. “We didn't say too much really.

We were just glad in be scemng each
other *

“Let no man belleve that there is a stigma attached
1o having been honorably taken caplive in battle. Only
the fighting man gets close enough 1o the enemy tr

have that happen. That he is not listed among the slai-
is due 1o the infinite care of Providence. Be proud th

you carried yourselves as men in battie and in
adversity. You will be enriched thereby. ...

-~ Col. Thomas Powers.

OFLAG 64 senior officer

Ex-POWS meet
in bowling alley

By Scoh Sexton
11are warres

“The guy in the bowling alley looked
vaguely familiar that raght 1n 1960, but
Tony Liberlare couldn’t quite place
the face,

With 3 lillle prodding. it dawncd on
him Libertore and Lhe stranger
weren'y strangers at att

Libertore knew Frank Habig 15
vears ago, half a planet away. Bath
men were imprisoncd 1n OFLAG 64,3
prisoner of war camp far oflicers
n Szubrn, Poland. during World War

GOut for s regular bowhng might
with the Immaculaic llcart of Mary
Knights of Columbus. |Libes

mustache Afler all. OFL
ahout 1.8M American an
ficers 1n ils heyday

Al the old lHigh Point Lanes on Mo
Street hy chonce, Maby: nuined L
beriore’s name un a score board. I
walked over Lo where the hmighis
were bowling and sal down 2 enuple of
hcnthu Tichindl Likerime

“Were vou in OFL,
asked

saud "You wel
lot of bridye and rrll.lh.un-
Dest garden 1n camp

The years meliol away quickly
men s00n Inuni nul they had mu
comman

Both came 16 High PPoint from dif-
ferent parts of the couniry to wark 1n
the furniture Irale Li 5.
moved Lo the Tr
from Charleston. 3. setilin;
in Ihigh Point in 1951, Nabig, TR, Jefl
a when hus
company was bought by Thomasville
Furniture Industries Rolh men liked
1o goll and enjoycd sporls

Memories of OFLAG 64 came back
easily. Libertore remembercd Habig
23 the guy with the handlebar mus.
tache who endlessly walked the pe-
rimeter of the camp trying o uay in
shape. Habig recalled Liberlore as the
lintle guy who could throw a bascball a
mile.

Frank Habig
Formar POV

ALY retreat. lew
d. Hame an
> found the
ks anil startedt 1h

«h

Tua
I

v
lietnre Tany ©

e atis aaw i
war

llzhlg ol
Teaear-old da

“1 had some pate and a ey
bread the size of 8 Rz eracker (The
mother) stood there and didn’t say .
waril | gave her the erack:
louk 1t FIghl ever 10 her daughte

Hahig and Jalxertore Fematn fri
1oday. iwe men whu shared n common
experience in war five decades are

“Thousands aml thousands nf kuls
wonl Lhrough the same thing we dni
Libertare said 1 thank the (rood Lari
1hat | gel an extra day as carlo nne
goes by~

GERMANY
Berin
[ ] Lukenw‘alue

Gdansk

@ Szuoin

POLAND
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the
DOCTORS LOUNGE

by: Peter C. Graffagnino

1943: By Train 1o Munich

The most memorable portion of our first three months ss a German war
orisoner was the train ride from lualy w Bavaria. Our Pullman was a swndard

poxcar of the 40 and 3 variety which we shared with an unusual group of feliow -

vriscaers. In the five days it ook us to make what shuuld have been an overnight
run. we learned the essentials of communal living in adverse circumstances.

After our capiure on the Anziv beachhead in late February, we were detained
jor two weeks on lhe front lines where we helped run the medical aid-swation for
a German combat unit. (Bulletin, Feb. 1964) All during that interesting interval
we had been pounded day and night by our own ground and naval artillery. It
was a great reliel, finally, o say goodhye ic- the sounds of combal, the 1027 Panzer
Grenadiers, and ride their suppl truck into Rome. In Rome we were cooped

av jor ten days in one of the sound
estahiished a lemporary prisuner coliecting eompound.
ated envugh officer-priscners to make up 2 luad. we were ofl
: camn on the outsl
Zienz. two weeks later. that eur irain journey began.

suages at Cine Citta, where the Germans had
en they hed accumu-
azain by truck to
Kirts of Sicna. ahoul 60 miles away 1o the north. It was from

A few days hefore leaving Rome. we were joined by the pumptious gzroup
i ofiicers who were 10 be our hox-car companions on the irip through northern

itaiv and the Alps. They arrived in a hunch. assured and unim

idated: a mixed

nag of individualists. Excepting Iwuo young American sirmen. they were ali British
ar_ British Colonials. Mast were English. but the zroup also included twn Scotsmen.
‘our indians. 3 Welshman. a Canadian. o lhwiesian and 2 New Zeslander. They

repulable peaxant ra;

i few mddds and ends of hatile dase. fan {or the most part they wete clothed
. They had many bonds in conmman. All had heen

captured more than a year before dufifig the African campaign. and all had onecc
peen in the same camp al Chieti on the ltalian Adriatic. In Seplember 1943. during
\ne briel interval hetween laly's capitulation ond the German take-aver. they had

1 into the

taken ad ge of the fusion and

. There for six

montns. alone or in groups of wo. they had hidden out with friendly peasant
samiiies and lived off the countryside. After the Anzio landings. expecting Rome

i» be linerated momentarily. they ha

d worked their wav toward the Eternal City

and irecdom. only o be picked up hy an extensive Fascist drive and recaptured.

They were wise in the wa
P n

Zixe all “old prisoners.” their many months ol conlineme
b ins. had given then

werieni of isol in the

vs of prison camp life. All were grest scroungers.
and adept in the tevhniques o German-baiting.
aimg  with their
enty of time 1o philosephize.

wav drcam about the future. and develup cecentricities, John Mayne. a Regular

Army Commandu and vetera: wi the Dieppre a0
- Austrolia. Peter Fouisnain wouid return o
Davies would come 1o th: Siates. buy a Pac
and wrile animal stories. Richard Ed
future in New Mexico. heirn
Zesland and wpen a Dbu.asiore:

Low. the C would seek

< al Naguur,
interesting sorics Lo teii,

On leaving Siena. wur visions ol rravellin
\rain fashion dssppesrcc wnen a ld-car freight pulled inta the siding. L.

Teendel. the ranking
‘ He d dei; spevial

mander. After much ioue
ourselves and, as 4 convess
fre<h stran, As all other
ered our ol foriunate.

n o comfort. o

Fven with thiry
bux-car. Each of us
sreiched oul was an
by now reduced 1

rests or  pillows.

* erritorial rights of his neighbors.) We were locked in from the outside and
the sliding door sealed shut. The only light within the car filtered in through
sirlike venis pear the roof at cach end of the two side walls With a boost. a
ull man could get sn eye up to one of these, and report on the outside world. But

- the view was so limited that it was hardly worth the effort. Once a day, usually

" in mid-morning. the train stoppec on some isolated stretch of track, the doors
were opened, and_two or three carloads at a lime werc sllowed out 1o stretch
their legs and perform necessary evacuations within a watchful ring of armed
guards, Al these stops we were issued 32 bread ration far the day, and given 2
antzencup full of hot ersacz coifec.

Our food ration, issued initialiy for the entire trip was one can of compressed
mesl per man. It was cuphemistically iahelied beef. but was unmistakahly hnrse
We were jomexl by wur pani In ration it lo ourscves carefuliy. Most
had expericnced bux-car travel incinre un their way froun the e of haly 1o Chieu.
Ther knew that prison lrains had the lowest rail priority, and that what might
he ane day’s travel in distance. could well be a five or six day trip in dime. They
had learned -also that hunger is the most powerful of man’s instincts. No matter
hew great one’s altruism. tryinz in ap) a chronically empiy h brings

out il of one’s selfish cunning. and it is fair zame lo ke any advsntage available.

11t wae undeclared bul understood that nu one violated

As a resull. we evolved 2 unique way of dividing our daily ration of threr
laves of bread. We split inin three groups of ten. each with a chosen representative.
The three agents then drew siraws 1o deiermine first, second. and third pick wi
loaves. After the first day. sceond would mwve to lirst. third 10 second. jirst 10

1 Las. and =0 on io dailv ro n. Farn group of ten divided itself inmo two groups

were strawhee aml packel with 50 prisoners.

! Tubruk raids, planned 1o emigrate
London and study law, Howard
kard roadster. return with it to Rhodesia. |

his

Esson longed to return 1o Christ Church in New
Jock Creighton would go back to Edinburgh.
ch plsnned i stay in the Army and become a General. as did Athon
: Dudley Saie:. winne father was Director of Education ior india’:
i woulii enter the Diplomatic Corps. They all had

ng through mwrihern laly in troop-

wliicer in our group. insisted that ax officers we be kept

dati from the German train com-
sument. the thirty of us were given a box-car to
he hare flooring was covered with

we

men. tnere is not much reom lo spare in 2 small European
con wutl a small bit of wall space as our own. but sieeping
wsibility and had 1o be done in shifts. Our possessions,
y unc xnapsack or cloth hundle apiece. came in nandy as back

the

11

of five, agsin each with & chosen leader. The iwu icaders then sliernsted aav;
of cutting the group’s ioal in hall: vn the day when one cul. the other had ’
choice of the halves. Each group of five drew siraws to determine the oraer
l!:e cutting rotation on their half.loaf: when number one cut. number twc nac
.'hnl Fhoice and ber one ically zot the last segment. Even witr ou:
ingenious system. the cutting ritual was intently hed h man

which piece seemed the biggest and his chances of getting it. It was amanz;
with what micrometer precision the last choice man could ;livid‘e a loaf. )

We adjusted guickly lo our cramped existence. No experience is entireiy ban
if it can be shared in common with others. We talked and dored and siept withs
much regard to time of day. We discovered a iew dried 10Dacco lcaves mixe
with lhe' straw: cul up and rolled in newspaper. they were envugh o make
community cigarelles which we shared ceremoniousiy. We learned to imerrs::
the sounds of the wileeis. and the cresks, groans and cianks of the ancient won-:::.
car. We were stopped more often than we were moving. Occasionally we wansl
for hours on some siding for other trains to pass. Our route took us lhro;:gh Flo
und Milen. Onc night we were halied in the raii yards bevond Belzanu lung enus::
L. be bombed by our own planes. tlerry Periman and Bob Schlisier. the
tecn-age American flvers. insisted indignantly that the raiders could only fa-
been British.) On the morning of the fourth day we did get 10 see the Alps 2 -
streich-siop above the Brenner Pass. It was irustrating o know that newsi..
Switzeriand was oniy a few miles away. But snow siiil corvered the ground. ar.
the wind and culd were so severc that we were happy (o inad back inwn rur c=-
where stitaw and budy heat could warm us sgain. '

Our journey ended undramatically at Stalag VII® o lorge, long-estabdishc.
camp filled with prisoners from all nations. There. a few miies north of Munic.
in lh’e town of Muosburg, endless rows of bieak. wirccnuiused barracks awaite:
us. Yel to all of us. the prospect was appealing. The prisoner of war lives oc.:
irom day tw cay. Food. a bath. warmth and a straw-palleted bunk oi our vw-
iay ahead. Tomorrow would take care oi itself. ’
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Minnesota
1993

Shakopee.

December 29,

Herb:
is my first attempt at corresponding with you after the

Dear
This
many hours of enjoyment I've had from reading the Post Oflag 64
Item. Thank you for keeping me on the mailing list. Please
continue to do so.

My stay at Oflag 64 was very short, although I did stay around
to participate in the infamous march to Hammelburg.

Just to give you a little background, I was captured at Hagenau,
Alsace-Lorraine on‘29 Nov. 1944. Arrived at Stalag XIIA, Limberg.
Germany around the first veek of December. ﬁe were moved out to

be loaded into boxcars on the 23rd of December and while waiting
for the train to leave the rail yard was bombed. Although the train
was relatively undamaged, ve later learned the camp had been hit
and there were casualties-hov many ve @id not know. Finally ve vere
under wvay and we arrived at Schubin on New Years Eve. It was there
1 received my first Red Cross parcel. My first contact with some-
one from home vas vhen Eddie Sager and a couple of other guys came
calling. I thought they were just being friendly but found out
later they were ‘checking me out' to make sure I wasn't a spy!

Of the 1557 of us who left 0flag 64 on 21 January, 1945 I vas

one of the "lucky™ 423 vho arrived at Hammelburg. On March 27th,

a task force of light and medium tanks and some half-tracks came
smashing into the camp. They were under the command of a Captain
Al 14%me, and had been ordered to come 65 miles behind- enemy lines
to attempt a rescue of Lt. Col. John Waters as vell as anyone else
vwho could escape with them. Well, you know the rest of the story.
except perhaps this part; some of us decided it would make more
sense to breakup into small groups of three or four- and try to
make it back to our lines by traveling at night and hiding out in
the daytime in the thick pine forests that abounded in the area.
Well, it worked for about a veek until ve got careless one night
in selecting our hideout. Next day, come daylight, we found to

our dismay wve had chosen a small patch of thin wvoods that were not only

sparcely wooded, but wvere on hillside vhere farmers vere busily

2

getting their fields ready for planting. Although we felt sure we
e into the woods

had been seen by a small group of boys that cam
looking for dead limbs.for firewood, there wvas no attempt by any-

one to come in to get us. Hovever, at dusk as we started to leave

the woods, we hadn't gotten fifty yaids out in the open vhen ve
were surrounded by a large group of farmers carrying pitchforks
and clubs. Without saying a vord they 'convinced®' us ve should
go into town vith them! Naturally ve complied! The bé&gerneister'
arrangeé to have some soldiers march,to another village, which vas
so close to American lines ve could hear artillery fire and see

the flashes in the distance. Next day were taken back to Hammelberg
only to find the camp evacuated. In the other half of the camp vere
approximately twvo thousand Serbian soldiers from Yugoslavia that ha
been there since their country had gone to war with Germany. They
wvere of no value to Hitler, so they vere free to come and go as
they pleased. They vere quite literally men without a country.

So it vas inevitable that ve moved into their part of the camp ané
stayed there until ve wvere finally liberated by the U.S. 14th
Armored Division. I finally got home in late April.

I ordered the Oflag 64 Anniversary book, vhich 1 am thoroughly

d

enjoying. Althouéh I didn't spend much time there -tventy one days.,
1 feel as

to be exact - and even though my name isn‘'t in it., I stil
much a part of Oflag 64 as those of you vho vere there for a much

longer time. I guess to have survived the march counts for something .
Thanks again, Herb, for doing such an excellent job with the Item

and keep it coming.

Sincerely.,

Kenneth W. "Ken" Hyatt
1077 Swift Street,

Shakopee, MN 55379-2952
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Candor In ]Ifelling
Of Italian Battles

BY HERBERT L. GARRIS
CIRCLES OF HELL: The War
in Italy 1943-1945, Eric Morris,
Crown Publishing Group, New
York, 483 pp.. 1993, $25.

The author is eminently qualified
as a political and defense analyst.
His background is steeped in aca-
demia, having held positions at
Wales and Leicester Universities,
and with an appointment at the
Royal Military Academy at Sand-
hurst.

His field over the years has be-
come predominantly Strategic
Studies and Intcrnational Relations.
His precise, profound and accurate
research into the lalian Campaign
is clearly evident and remarkable.

His style is unique in its flair with
realistic writing and factual report-
ing on many complex military ac-
tions, showing~ caréfully the very
thin options usually available to the
lcaders.

This is a book filled with bitter-
ness, rancor and many open dis-
agrcements at the highest British
and Amecrican level down to the
foxholes of a very unfriendly ter-
rain called Italy. It centers on the
plans to invade Sicily, a precursor
to the tortuous road to Rome and
ultimately up north to the Po Val-
ley. It portrays graphically with the
accompanying maps and narratives
the Allicd commanders and staffs
with their great talent and compre-
hension, yet with such unbelievable
cgos which paved the way to many
costly errors in sound judgment
along the achievement of the mis-
sions.

The initial developments were -

poorly coordinated and communi-
cated among the assortment of
multi-national participants as well
as multi-services, and was further
flawed by poor leadership in those
same arcas. The environment and
terrain, so harsh and severed to
one of the greatest tragedies of loss
of lives and wounded. To say noth-
ing of the tenacious and advantage
held by the skilled Germany Army
along the way.

The fragile toe-hold of Salemo

and Anzio were near marginal and
in even greater jeopardy with the
lack of precise timing and coor-
dination expected in the anticipated
drive northward.

THE PILOT-Southern Pines, North Carolina
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The final and most definitive

:::;tst_was into Rome and offers the
mteresting chapter as Gen

Clark, the fifth A'r:ipy Commant:::
0 deliberately disallowed any
chance of the British sharing credit
or glopv in the successful capture.
The viclory announcement was a
great morale booster for many who
were siaging in England for the
Overlord Assault into Normandy
on Junc 6.

As the campaign moved
northward with a stunning ratc of
losses; with 120,000 casualtics (of
vyhom 12,000 were killed) in a pe-
ll;.aot(.i of 275 days of continual com-

.B.y the time the most difficult in-
dividual o0 deal with, Marshall
Monigomery, of El Alamein fame,
was moved and promoted o an
Army Group Commander and seng
to England where he would play a
vx!al_role in the D-Day beachhcad
mission. His disagrecabie and fault
finding characteristics continued

unabated.

‘The rapid disintegration of Ficld
Marshall Kesselring's Germany
Armies became noticeably apparent
in his begrudgingly and costly
retreat into the Po area.

‘The book is aptly titled "The Cir-
cles Of Hell” in that it was nothing
less than that with losses that
stunned the families of many
American and British back home,
stemming from the performance of
many political and military leaders
who had a rcsponsibility for the
debacle. Yet in defense of such in-
ordinate odds it was a success,
while of doubtful quality, in its to-
tal execution.

At the end as a short postscript
the author shows clearly the heavy
interest in Tricste and Central

.Ewope and his.- distrust of Stalin

with his interest in Warsaw, Vicnna
and other surrounding areas as a
power base which was ultimatcly
the case for the establishment of the
Iron Curtain.

In the selective and very ap-
propriate appendices the author in-
cludes some communications of the
senior Allied commanders on the
way the campaign was conducted.
To a non-military reader these ap-
pendices are remarkably descrip-
tive with simple terms of the
friends and enemy force structures
and includes the role of the
amphibious landing crafts
employed.

All in all, this book is a very criti-
cal and yet cnlightening story of the
Italian Campaign which produced
no truly outstanding general of-

" ficers, U.S. or British, with as many

in support of even less quality and
relief even necessary. It is a frank
and factual review by a splendid
and gifted writer.

(Dr. Herbert L. Garris is a resi-
dent of Pinehurst and a frequent
reviewer for The Pilot on milita-

ry history).
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Saturday 17 October 1993

Dear Bill ( and Herb),
’ There is an o0ld Arabic proverb "Pitch a lucky, man.inte-
the Nile River, and he'll come up with a fish in his mouth", I'm that lucky
man, for 5 years ago I had a stroke, laid in the hospital for 21 days,"
couldn't say one word, or count to "two", and had to learn to talk all over
again.

We've just returned in September from a Nova Scotia and Newfoundland
visit. I think you are aware that the "Acadians" came from Nova Scotia I got
interested in the Acadians (Chjuns), when I use to go down to.my older son's
house, who-was a professor in a university at Lafayette, Louisiana, Be died
last November of a heart attack.

The beautiful moss covered trees in the area around Lafayette, still
give it a touch of the "forest prlmeval", as described in Longfellow's poem
"Evangeline".

. In 1765 The Church of England demanded unconditional obed1ence and some
6000 French who refused began an exodus called the "Le Grand Derangement".
Their homes, towns were burned, livestock and crops destroyed and as a final
punishmentfor disloyalty, familieswere separated.This goes to show you that
religions have spllt more blood and suffering than all the politcal wars put
together.

The "Cajuns" today, as you well know, are a thrifty, hard working, fun- .
loving, but devoutly religious folks. They work,play and make love with equal
enthusiasm, marry young, and cheerfully demonstrate extremee fecundity.

I have been very fortnhate, in that I've been to China, India, the Far
East, Poland, Russia, The Middle East, every country inEurope, Japan and South
East Asia. I would choose Switzerland, but Nova Scotia would be my second

choice.
The Scenery there is spectacular. The island is 600 miles long, and we drove

all around the island, and crisscross the island twice. The area North of Halifax.

out in the country, dis very peaceful, with little or no crime. They have HEALTH
CARE for everyone, and there are no homeless. If a person is homeless, (they)
rent a house, and provide them with sufficient money to survive.

However, Nova Scotia has an unemployment rate of 40-45 Z.The codfish-
eries are "kaput" andi/ so are the coal mines. Nova Scotia has fallen on
financial difficulties. They do have 52 ft. tidal waves, the highest in the
world, which gives cheap island electricity. Salmon fishing is better in
N.S. than Alaska. We were inAlaska last year. Bob and Evelyn Oshlo went with
us.

TIME, IS THE GREATEST OF ALL TYRANTS. As we go on toward old age, he takes
our health limbs, faculties, strength and features.

There is no cure for birth or death, save to enjgy the interval.

All the best,
Billy Bingham

PS- They have 132 differentvarieties 0f apples in Nova Scotia. The apple

was known to people of the Iron Age, and was cultivated 4000 years ago in
Egypt. Roman records of the first century A.D., listed 36 varieties of apples
The U. S.A. has only 36 varieties

'




THIS BEAUTIFUL CERTIFICATE IS AN APPRECIATION OF
THE INTERNATIONAL Y. M. C. A. OF SERVICES THAT
WAS BESTOWED UPON CERTAIN MEMBERS OF OFLAG 64
DURUNG THEIR STAY THERE IN 1943-1945. THE MDEAL
IS SHOWN IN SUBDUED COLORS IN THE CENTER OF THE
CERTIFICATE.

Wr‘-‘n—‘"’d‘» :.‘r—-.-.--:_'.' - _..F-m.«:-'-l—t:. .#.\,‘F;r:r,‘:- bt ..;k;f u~-$—oqe‘"»-‘.=-<;i

EN RECONNAISSANCE

Pour service fraveanel aux camarades de caprivité

AIDE AUX PRISONNIERS DE GUERRE
U.C.).G. Y.MC.A.
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As noted in the ITEM Henry SBderberg has located some
additional medals and certificate and wants to replace
those whom some of members have lost. It will require

)1".
1

-

your getting in touch with Henry or YOur Editor so that e

he may make the proper preparations for a presentation
in Fort Worth in October at our Reunion.
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20 January 1994

To Friends of Ed Moschel,

Ed has been enjoying receiving cards and letters from his
friends. He can read and understand the messages but has
pecome limited in his ability to respond. His Parkinson’s
disease has stopped his ability to write and his ability to
form understandable spoken words is greatly diminished. Ed
asked that I complete an update letter. :

Most of you know that Ed moved from Des Moines to Cedar
Falls in July 1990. He had made the decision in 1989 that
he could no longer live in his own apartment and entered the
Scottish Rite Park care facility. Unfortunately, the only
rooms available were 2 man rooms. This became very
frustrating for a life-long bachelor who was accustomed to
his privacy. We began looking for a facility with an
available single room. A single room in the home care
section of the Western Home in Cedar Falls, IA was located
and Ed decided to move. A borius of the move from the
perspective of the family is that he is much closer for us
to visit and supervise his care. He has been able to visit
our home in Cedar Falls and was here for Christmas Dinner.

In the past years, Ed’s condition has continued to
deteriorate and he is now unable to walk unassisted. He has
been moved from the home care section of the home to a
single room in skilled nursing care. He seems to be content
since his room contains his own furniture except for a
hospital bed. Three years ago Ed received a POW medal that
has been placed in a wall display frame with all of his
other medals. We have also assembled a collage of photos
from Ed’s life that is displayed on another wall. On good
days Ed continues to enjoy visitors and is able to
understand conversation but has great difficulty
participating due to his speech problem. Ed forgets that he
can not walk unassisted and falls when he attempts to walk
alone. After several falls leading to trips to the
emergency room for stitches we have consented to the use a
restraint to keep him from standing on his own. We have
sold it to him as a reminder to him to keep him from
falling. He has adapted quite well but continues to forget
about the restraint and will work against it to stand.

Ed’s older brother and my father, Albert, is on the same
floor of the Western Home. We recently moved Ed to a single
room next door to Albert so that they will be able to see
each other more frequently. Albert had a stroke about 14
years ago that left him in need of nursing care. Albert is
usually very alert and able to converse very well.

- .
DI R R A A A TN e D SO O VN R P e .
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Please keep Ed on your mailing list and in your prayers. He
is in the Martin Center of the Western Home, 420 East 11th
St., Cedar Falls, Iowa 50613. If you need someone to talk
with I can be reached at 319-266-3366. My address is 2223
Clay St., Cedar Falls, Iowa 50613.

This letter is being sent to the following:

Bill Bingham - Route 3, Box 54, England, Arkansas 72046
J.C. Brown - 3926 36th St, Des Moines, IA 50310

Roy Chappell-400 S. Houston St., Kaufman, TX 75142-2324
Eugene Daniel - 5100 Sharon Road, Charlotte, NC 28210
Ms Francis Garrity-701 S Locust St. Jefferson, IA 50129
Charles Jones - 300 12th St. So., Northwood, IA 50459
Jahk Slack - 1314 Youngsford Rd. Gladwyne PA 19035-1231

' pPlease send me the names and addresses of others that you

are aware of who may be interested in receiving this update.

Thank you for your attention to Ed.

ks g S o Call 2 ED

40 Wi



ACHTUNG OFLAG 64, 1943-1945. THE 50th ANNIVERSARY BOOK, Evanston Publishers
Tnc., Evanston, .IL., 240 pp., 1993, $50.00. - :

The long awaited 50th Anniversary Book of Oflag 64 has reached its
subscribers and is being received with many most satisfied readers as
a high class product and one we all are proud of indeed.

To describe the main highlights , which should maintain a strong reader
interest is easily understood since it touches the deep appreciation of
most of who know anything about the challenging assignment it was.

The opening stage is set with a thumbnail sketch of Oflag 64, the final destin-
ation of most American Ground Force Officers in WW II. With the discomfort of
restriction and hunger, it describes the many available opportunities which

may make life far more pleasant on this foreign 10 acre camp in southwest
Poland. Without trying to weigh the most important or most popular facility,

a general view is offered instead. Near the top would be a 7,000 volume

library which is an easy way to forget some inconveniences and was used

widely. The off-campus education progam was a shining light to many who

were able to gain some college transferable credits with certain courses
offered. An adjunct to the well qualified instructors and their course
offerings came the lectures by interesting and well versed speakers. On the
cultural side musical and dram atic groups were formed and with a cadre of
professionals: from the 1400 members of the camp at the end, fine performances
were thoroughly enjoyed and deeply appreciated by many of us. Those two efforts
would not have been possible without the generous and thoughtful assistance

of the International Y.M.C.A. under the aegis of a regularly assigned represent-—
ative to ours and adjacent camps in the area, Henry Soderberg .from near
Stockholm, Sweded. Facing the gradually decreasing diet provided by the Germans
was solved to a great extent by the International Red Crossand the packets
which it provided initially on a packet each week, But, understandably by

late 1944 and early 1945 the deliveries were curtailed severely with the

costly American and British air raids on rolling stock and rail lines. This
7000 calorie a day diet left many officers with a weight loss of 30 to 50
pounds in the long run. Obviously the communications gap was one most easily
identifiable in a propogandized Nazi Germany, so a camp newspaper was begun.

A small but ingenious staff of two editors initially, a staff of eight report-
ers and a talented "artist in residence" soon led to a sought after and well
received edition. That humble beginning under the most difficult conditions
possible has continued to today with its regualrity and consistency.

The more detailed and fascinating descriptions of those who soon arrived

from Africa at Szubin soon welded into a well disciplined, proud and efficient
military organization. Possibly Oflag 64 was the most exemplary camp in

many ways of all Nazi Germany. Many that we saw enroute never came close to
any comparison with what could be observed there.

Reunions have led to many lasting friendhsip which . may have begun in Oflag
64, but each reunion many more friendships develop by moments together and
listening and exchanging views from all parts of the United States.

r'Y ¥ ¥ ¥ P Y Y ¥ \ 4
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This book m ay offer little interest toone without having seen or having
a relative who might have been a Prisoner of war. But.is a treasure at
least this reviewer to have close by and to read at a leisurely pace from
many differenet parts of the work. There may be the possiblity that not
having been within the camp but a few months instead of the long three and
a half years a person might not feel the connection or bonding that most
of us feel. That is not totally valid for in the end on January 21, 1945
nearly every able bodied officer there moved out as a determined and
disciplined unit. That said, and to urge anyone who has not seen a copy
of the book and premptorily made a rash decision to neither want to read
or buy it, is an opportunity not to be missed. While it is dear to me

and my deep regards go to those who made it possible, it is hoped tha.
many others might examine it and decide to, for their relatives sake,
buy it and see in more detial than you ever imagined hwo the camp could

have been so successfully operated.

Copies are still availablé and can be easily purchased with acheck made
out to " The Oflag 64 ExPOW Fund" for $50.00 c¢/0 Bill Cory, 2843 Browns-
boro Road, Louisville, KY. 40206. '

Respectfully submitted,

Editor, Post Oflag 64 ITEM

Herb Garris

OFLAG 64

The F. iftieth Anm'wrsmy Book

COMMISSIONED BY
THE ANNIVERSARY COMMITTEE FOR
THE KRIEGY REUNION
HELD THIS YEAR IN LOUISVILLE, KENTUCKY
OCTOBER 1993

EVANSTON PUBLISHING, INC., EVANSTON, ILLINOIS 60201
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Réuniom hawve been
z‘/ye hzg/ﬂ/zg/yz‘ cy” our group.
Fach one 1t seemed had its own
specza/ ﬁature N
which 777ade‘-'z_thdzsz‘szwe
and of com‘cel_é’ez‘ter than
the prewous one.

BLTWLLN RIUNION'
THE GROUP OF .‘JURVI\’II\( EX-OFLAGITES
ITAS REEN H}-l 1y TO(,}- THER FOR
THE PAST HAI) A CLNTUR\
BY MEANS OF A MOI\THL\ NEWSLETTER,
TIHE }O‘iT OIIAG ITLM
PUT OUT TIRI-ILSQLY AND SI\IGLL ‘HANDEDLY BY |
JC)HN SLALI\ (_')l- CLAD\’V\ NE, PA.
THAT JORB JHTAS NOW B}-l-\l TAI&}\ OVER BY
HERB bARRIb Ol- P O.50X 1693,
PINLHURST N C 2@‘?74 .






