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Annual Minstrel, Swingland, Glee Club Program, Yule
Festivities Celebrate Kriegy Christmas Season Here

OFLAG NEWS
@ I N BRIEF®

@ In the
when Kricgies
old shoes for

midst of a global war.
were |:mlm:__:_ their
soup. an outside
civilian agenecy peered into the
future last month sent the
Oflag — of all things — one
Jawnmower and ice cream Ireezer!

and
each

® A firm beitever in keeping warm
at all "Cheertul 2
Cheatham. of the White
appels are all the
him mnow.
dress for
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saIme Lo
He has to get up and
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@ Lt “"Honest John"

American

Rodgers. only
newsbhov  in
has just been decorated. He has.
since May 17. 1944, when he took
over the job, distributed 300 Ger-
il IIE'-'H'SI}&}H?F?Q il l'.]i:l}'. 0or a tﬂt:.ll
of 585.000 newspapers. to
hungry

Germanvy.

news-
Kriegies.

The door
banged

® lhis really happened:
to  Altburgund
open. Principal Gruenberg rub-
bed in anticipation as
he faced the new

“Ah! and which classroom are
vou looking for?"

:'"H_',Eillf.tlll}-'

hiz hands
arrival:

“Classroom hell, buddv — where's
the Mart? I want food!”
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Oflag’s Catholics Prepare
Spiritual Scroll for Pope

An elaborate 40-inch hand-lette-
red spiritual scroll from the Catho-
lic faith in the Oflag. has recently
been completed for presentation to
his Holiness, Pup{t Pius XII.

The Seroll, containing an official
See SCROLL, Page Two

carried this
We're con-

Wils anil

as evidence. . .

Revamped Minstrel
Opens Monday

The
Lee "IIUI‘-;II’[‘*I
steamboat captained by Russ Ford,
will dock at the Little Theater for
six nights starting December 4th,
with a full eargo of dusky come-
dv and  Stephen Foster melodies,
Holder will again act
while last vear's
Svd Thal and Bill Fabian.
Don Waflul
with the addition
chocolate-—colored he-

annual Robert E.

l_‘ill‘ﬂ'[lli_"[f' w i,

second

Howard
as interlocutor,
end men,
will be augmented by
and Jack Cook.
of four

auties—Kermit Hansen., Keith
Willis. Wilbur Sharpe and Leo
Farber—the  "Queenie” of last
vear's show.

Following the Minstrels, Bob

Rankin will take over on the 16th
with a four — night Swingland.
will be
will carol singing by the Glee Club
at the evening meal on Christmas
Eve, and a
the theater directed by Russ Ford
and Bob Rankin to be presented
continuously Christmas afternoon
and evening for six performances.

The New Year will he ushered
in on the 31st by the opening of
John Hannan’s production of the
Broadway smash comedy hit “Room
Service.'

Christmas celebrated

musical program in

War’s Coldest Rumor Brings Winter Olympics to Oflag’s Sports

Bv: David Lnglandcr

According to the war's coldest
rumor, plans are afoot — or un-
derfoot — to bring the Winter Sports
Festival to Altburgund.

Our,winter games experts are
already drafting plans to prepare
Oflag 064 as the scene of the great
eports fete.

The athletic field will be con-
verted into a skating rink. Supper
coffee will be used to make the
ice and special guards will be

mounted on the skates to keep
the ice from eating into the steel.

The walk around camp will be
I]!‘E}]Hl’f‘il A8 a I.nh-:r-gg&n slide. This

will be the damndest tuhnggﬂn
slide in the world. since it will
follow the design of a four-wall

handball court with several built-
in roller coaster features.
Construction of a ski jump is
under discussion, but will probably
not be carried through because you

know why.

{;I‘El{:kﬂl‘jaﬂk* popcorn and pean-
ut concessions will pruhahl}-‘ be

assigned but transport problems
may make supply questionable.
Bring wvour own refreshments —

black bread will do.

In case of inclement weather.

the program will be adjourned
indoors where seminars will be
held around the stoves on popu-

lar novels like “Cold Journey" and

"Life among the Eskimos."”
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rican officers temporarily detained in
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«« |[ITEMIZING » »

It came to pass in the vears of

the ;_;ruat war that a slmrtﬂgn:
descended wupon the people of
Schubin, ]

And many Kriegies did weep
and wail and there was great

gnashing of teeth.

For, lo. there were no more red-
crosshoxes,

And the leader of the people
looked to the land of Sweden and
asked for a sign.

Then there came to the people
a great noise and roaring of wind.

Behold,

givﬁs a ﬁign yet.

cried the kriegies, it

And there descended upon the
place called Schubin a great mon-
ster of iron, forth the
and much smoke and bea-
ring with it many parcels,

casting
Nnolse

The people did get hope. for
their longing was indeed great.

Yea, wverily, 1 hope they are
number 10's. spake the Kkriegies.

And the [mr:t‘ﬂﬂ arrived and the
people rejoiced and made a great
noise,

Great was their rejoicing.

And lo. there appeared a tra-
veler from a far country, which
is called Texas, did shout
above the multitude and spake thus:

whao

"Bovoboy. just lemme at that
Nescafe!" — F. D.

Roney Is Tossed Out
On His Tail Feathers

[i{me}'-l}uuga] :
pet crow, has

Barracks 8-A

Amon Carter's
been evicted from
anid exiled to the
orecen-house by  order of.  Roney
ranked out of his room by
some of the new officers who ob-
jected to living with a crow., When
interviewed. all Ronev would say
was, "Clest la guerre!”

Wias

| Kriegy Sketches I

COL. PAUL R. GOODE

s~

.-'.‘t"\-

£

Tough, pipe-smoking Col. Paul
Goode, the Oflag’s new S.A.0..

has commanded more regiments
than most Oflagites have toured.
The 52-yvear old West Pointer

has led four infantry regiments,
including a mountain nfantry out-
fit. in his 30 vears’ armv serviece.

The i'ni'ﬂntrj.r and sports are the
Colonel’s life and hobby.

A native of Boston. he was
eraduated from the Academy in
1917 after “scrubbing™ in football,
track and boxing. He spent World
War I in the infantry and tank
COrps,

Since then., he has soldiered in
Alaska and at posts in
the States, picking up along the
way a wile and a record for getting
things done,

The wife he left behind in Oreg-
on when he came overseas for this
With her is his 19-year-old
daughter. a student at Oregon Sta-
te and the apple of his eve.

VATIOUS

war.

His record .ﬂ»lu‘:_l]-LS for it:—‘ul*lf—j ust

ask any krin;{iu in the Colonel’s

1ew 1':}|rm|11m| :

® Col. Paul Goode, camp 5.A.0.,
says this appeared on one of his
efficiency reports:

“He has a gruff manner, a viol-

3 ’
cnl l.i'l'['.lr.lf‘l' &'IH{] E}I{}fﬂul‘! EIH.‘f'!Cl].II

SCROLL...

(Continued from Page one).
message of thanks to the Pope for
all his endeavors for P.o.W.'s was
composed by [Father Htﬂnlﬂy Brach
with all dart work by Lt.
Cockrell.

James

[ Christmas
| 9tew YPork: 1944

By: Ken Goddard

[le looked down at the slush on
the sidewalk, and the snowfla-
kes that were taking the crease
out of his trousers. .. theSanta
Claus i Maey's window went
thru another complete revo-
lution. |'.'1i~E|l:_{ 1ts arm to snap
a whip over a pair of paper

maché reindeer. ..

Laughing couples walked by car-
ryng white pareels tied  with
red and blue ribbons...  they
were happy... happy that the
snow was tickling as 1t melted
on therr faces. ..

look happy... her
_ were soft. .. too soft for
happiess, .. orChristmas Fve...
the kind of £yes I like
though. he thought... and s
mind planned how he would
say “Merry Christmas™. .. per-
haps the soft eves would hike
that. ..

=he dudn

el U et

jn:-cl

Perhaps she'd aceept an mvita-

tion for an cognog, ., Christ-
mas. and all that... come on

l.ochinvar. et on vour horse. ..

what the hell are you waitingfor?
Hll;”lill“l 1™, ”I]i“-‘h E]-]“. "I."i'““l'li VL
CArC. ..

The old man whe bumped nto
her turned off down 6th Ave. ..
the letter she had been hold-
i]l_LfZ Huttered  down the
slush. .. perfeet. .. practically
an introduction he thought, as
he  quickly  reached
pick it up...

His . the feminine
handwriting on the face of the
envelope. .. he stopped short

“Lt. James Donner

American Prisoner of War No. ., *

irlT:J

down to

evioh {’Elllf::__']ll

as he read:

Home-coming Prngraml
Outlined for Ex-Kriegies |

Fx-kriegies will spend approximately
21, months in rehabilitation and care-
free frittering, according to late mail.

= — C. L]

Roughly this is it:

Two weeks at Camp Perry, Ohio, to
straighten out back pay and other pa-
per work:

One month at the General Hospital
nearest one‘s home for [ﬂ‘l}':‘-.‘-if:ﬂl check -
up and diet rcm!ju;—‘.lnwnl. Man!

Thirty days® leave;

Heassignment------------- “OT Emlletllillg.
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Features

Psychology WillKeep
You Warm — or else,
Says. Prof. Shmirkaze

According to a new theorv, sweated
out by Professor Max Shmirkaze over a
roaring fire, the feeling of cold is purely
psvehological - - just Like the feeling of
heat at a Hedy Lamarr movie, :

It 15 the professor’s contention that
the whole business of cold is a master
propaganda  scheme fostered by certain
international interests like radiator man-
ufacturers and bartenders who specialize
in making hot toddies, _

Training and discipline, says the pro-
Tessor, will enable one to ignore the
bitterest weather and laugh merrily in
the teeth of the wildest gale.

To develop this mental control over
cold weather quickly, one should im-
mediately plunge in and confront it at
its alleged worst,

Pick a day when the temperature
hovers around zero; anything above that
is too tritling to bother with,

There should be an icv wind blowing
from the direction of Barracks 9-B and
lots of snow around to simulate a cold
background.

Then the kriegie should back up against
a hot steve and warm himsell up old-
style for the sake of contrast. When
thoroughly heated, he dashes madly
gutside through an open door. -

Now comes the erucial point of the
exercise.  Rhythmically, by the numbers,
Le proceeds to disrobe.  Idéally he should
strip to the buff, but for the sake of
passing field officers. a pair of shorts
should be left on,

Our hero now closes his eyes. and
turns to face the wind head-on, Hold-
ing his arms aloft he eries “"Oh wind,
oh cold, T am your master. Shmirkaze
has said =o!”

This ery is repeated ringingly until,
quite magically. a feeling of warmth
steals over him. The il.‘}-' wind seems
to caress his skin like a balmy zephyr:
the chilblains that appear tingle delizht-
fully: any toes or fingers that drop off
are- kicked aside with a gay abandon,

In the trinmphant words of Professor

Shmirkaze, translated literally, *De
shtudent -shivers. vah: but his shivers

are not from cold. no

dr}' are shivers
of hot eestasv. ves!"

Thl.‘ suceessful :’-HuItrnI! :-:|1-un][1 now be

"Twasthe Nightbefore Xmas
And All through the Oflag

X i . =

This might be taken as a picture
of the 115;111 hefore Christmas at
Hﬂ:‘ig 64 — with the lads hangiug
around the echimney waiting for
Santa to

e 4_1uwn .

And if thev wait long enough,
someone will come down the chi-
mney., even ib it is a little guy in
a black top hat who no spika da
Fnglish.

So don't ;_:iﬂ- up hnpiz. guys,

and a really merry Xmas to you
next Vear.

@ Lt. Bill Oughton, needing some
musical instrument parts and not
being able to procure them here
because of German shortages, wrote
home for

them. They arrived in

course. both parts being stamped

in bold letters, “"Made in Germanv.”

led away before the heat he throws off
melts the snow and floods the camp by
unseasonal thaw.

A dash of cold water will help bring
him around. If not, the remains should
be carefully preserved in their natural
coating of ice for the repatriation board.

I Gefangener Gus...

Versatile Red Cross
Parcel Charms Users
ltem Research Shows

Many and rapturous are the claims
made by kriegies for the wversatility of
the Red Cross package.

In the interests of science, the ITEM
has polled Oflag enthusiasts who have
volunteered from memory — the fol-
lowing wvaried uses for its contents:

Powdered milk: May be substituted
for a hair dye to whiten the locks of
those who think their hair isn't graying
fast enongh.

Margarine: Useful as an ointment to
soothe joints whose creaking betrays
signs of old age.

Sugar: Ground fine, in quantity, it
it will serve on improvised sandtables

for post-mortems on how “we shouldha
done 1t."

Raigins: A delight for frisky kriegies
who use them to pelt one another with

in  barracks, now that outdoor sports
are no longer feasible.

Crackers: Crushed and sprinkled in
vour sack, the erumbs are a guaint re-
minder of home in bed,

Coffee:  Excellent for an
footbath, if you like that sort of thing.
I)-Bars: Of little value except as tok-
ens of good will for the editors of the

ITEM — who use them as toy build-
ing blocks.

aromat e

The above named articles might also

be taken as food — if you had any.
® Kitchen utensils which arrived
in camp last month from the

YMCA include such badly-needed
articles 20 cocktail trays, a
“"one family” potato masher, a meat
cleaver and other meat carving
utensils, several cake pans, indi-
vidual muffin tins, double boilers,
and last but not least a spatula
for turning pancakes!

B2

® Lt. "Pop" Noonan, who has been
in the bag a long, long time, was
overheard last week carrying on
an animated conversation with the
Barracks 3 cat.

1
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Educatio n

“Aitburgund Academy” Opens With Full Curriculum

Experienced Teachers
Staff Faculty. of 30

With a modest bow in the direction
of Harvard, Yale and other mighty
seats of learning, Altburgund Academsy
n;u}]lf.'.tl its doors to :|]|[}ru‘.~;imullr|}' 304}
eiager students on November 8th.

The newly created Academy boasts a
faculty of 30 experienced instructors
from colleges and universities in God's
Countrv and even an “exchange profes-
sor’ from French Moroceo.

Captain Hubert Eldridee, M. 5., Colo-
rado State, who has had 22 vears® ex-
perience as a teacher and superintendent
ol public schools, i= the principal dean
and head proclor.

Capt. Lumund Wilcox is dean of the
college department and Capt. Ernest
Gruenbere dean of the hich shool,

Fourteen courses are offered in the
kriegy curriculum, which bas three pur-
POSCs

1. To enable oificers who have not
{‘.Ult!ph‘.t(‘{i lli;ﬂl achool to ftimish that
part ol their education here,

:'.-:. r1.11.'I !'I.l'l.'.‘l'_li'lri' IEJU‘-'I_‘ W4 Il.li] =) [ll‘._‘-'hil'f'

to enter l_'ﬂlif.:gﬂ alter the war.

3. To benefit those kriegies who wish
to brush up their education by taking
up new studies or reviewing subjeets
they have =tudied in the puast.

A semester of 13 weeks is planned,
aceording to Captain  Eldridge who.
of course. hopes that it will not be
completed belfore the end of the war,

A list of subjects, with the instructors,
follows:

German 1-Lt, I His.
Yale University

Spanish 1-Capt. Ceorge Thomas, B AL,
Wheaton College.

French 1 and 2-Warrant Officer Gil-
bert Eberart, who holds a law  degree
in French Morocco, and formerly tanght
in the college of Oujda,

Speech-Capt. Jean Wood, B.A., Uni-
versity of Washington.

Flementary Literature-l1.t. Frank Co-
lley, M.A., Duke University, and for
four vears a Fellow in the Department
of Historv at that school.

B.A..

reorge

Advanced Literature. Lt. Kenneth
Goddard, B.A., Norwich University.

Elementary English Lt. Paul Hadnette,
B.A., Louisiana Polytechnic Institute,
formerly an instructor in Onachita Par-
ish, Louisiana.

Social Seience Capt. Bruce Martin. LIL.
B., University of Pittshurg. and Capt.
Fildridee.

American History Capt, Clyde Herring,
LL.B.., Drake University, Lt. Col. Rob-
ert Cheal, and Capt. Bruce Martin.

Advanced Science Lt. Frank Garrett.
B VaPiL
Chemistry Maj, Newton Cole, B.5., Nor-
wich University.

Physics Lt. James Sherrick, B. Ed.,
Fastern State Teachers College, who
has taught school three vears in Litch-
field. Illinois

Algebra Lt. Col. James Skells, B. 5.,
U.S.M.A.

Geometry Maj. Edwin Haggard., B.M.5.,
U.S.M.A.

Advanced learning is furthered by

I Chow Call...

By : Bickers-l

CampBridge Tourney
Leads Indoor Sports

the Oflag's first
bridge tournament and challenge

Headlined h}'

chess ladder. the iuadoor recreation
prn;:r:im roars into 1151111 Zear this
month.

Burlv Grimes and Ohbie O'Brien,
3B: kd Ward and Caectus Tripp,
3A: Gabby Gever and Dick Eng-
lehart. White House: and Pat Wart
and Norman Spitzer, YA, winning
teams in the 48-hand duplicate
bridge semi-final over other bar-
will
honors in a I4-hand tourney sche-

racks champs. vie for camp

duled for this weekend.

Leading the inter-barracks chess
l_*u:n]mlil_inn for the tour }H}Hi!innﬁ
in the round-robins to be
held in December are: Bruece Mar-
tin, 7. Ossie Turner. 6.
Saint-Sauveur. 7.

final

l.ucian
William-
son. 3. Jon Creech. 9. and Ormond

Roberts. White

b

Chum

House.

three new eclasses of college calibre, all
of which have large enrollments. These
are: Salesmanship, taught by Maj. Jerry
Sage. B.A., Washington State, in cvil-
ian life a senior salesman for Proctor
and Gamble; Security Analvsis and In-
vestment Banking taught by Lt. Geo-
ree Seeman, M AL, Columbia University,
and Physiology, by Lt. Harry Abrahams,
M.D.. who attended Washington Univer-
sity.

Gepriift: Oflag 64, Abteilung I d.
Druck: Willi Kricks, Althurgund

Religious Services

Lift Oflag Morale

Religion makes prison life bearable for
a large percentage of Oflag 64's inmates,
according to attendance figures at the
21 religious services conducted here
cach week.

More than 75 Oflagites attend the two
daily  Catholic masses conducted by
Chaplains Charles Glennon and Stanley
Brach.

Other Catholic services include an
Evening Praver service and a twice-
weeklv-course in Christian Apologetics.
bhoth conducted by Father Brach, plus
an additional mass on Sundays.

In the past month, the Kriegy Catho-
lic congregation conducted a Requiem
Mass for the dead of the war and spe-
eial masses for the dead of each army
unit represented here.

A 12-voice Catholic
[.t. Anthony Cipriani.

choir 1s led hy

The eamp's Protestant majority is at-
tended by four Protestant chaplains.

Two services on Sunday morning,
communion service twice a month and
a Bible class condueted semi-weekly by
Chaplain Gunnar Teilmann round out
a well-diversified camp service.

Sunday services are held at 9:30 and
10:10 a.m., assisted by two choirs — one
led by Maj. Kermit Hansen and the
other bv Lt. Tom Holt.

Chaplain Hennon explains the unusu-
al interest in religion here like this:

“In normal hfe, we take our religion
ready made: in life here in camp one
sees a vitalized expresgsion of the since-
rity of Christianity.”

@ Lt. Richard Mason 1s
sugpicious of his job as laundry
officer for Barrack 3-A. Dick sent
his shirt to the laundry two months
ago — and he's still waiting for

it" to ecome back!

cetting
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