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OFLAG NEWS
@ IN BRIEF @

@ Ed Rinehart had a wash day one
Sufiday last month. Amonys other this 1S,
he washed an O. D. shirt, After sever-
al hours of labor he returned tired but
happv in the knowledge that his hor-
rible task was completed.

Davis stepped
wl'I:I'. I=d
Jeft i1,

1ick
up and gleetully claimed the
found his on his bed wh

s

Then Roomunale |

Iere I}'l. {i

@ LEducation note: T e educationofficer
was on the lTibrar v bhlackiist this month
for “Ciuniman’s Gold” by Max Brand.

. ”.iﬁt\ “Pavliova" Darvis. ballet star

“You Can’t Take it With You," has
:-:uhud the problem of the “qickie”
shower, While doing his laundry he
had a Dbright idea. He heated a big
cauldron of water and took a good old
tubber in the large rinsing tub, the
most satisfying bath, he savs, that he's
had in a year.- |

@ Jim “Casey” -Koch recognized what
he thought was a familiar face. Think-
ing il was that of an old friend who
had just arrived, *“Casey"” rushed up,
grabbed him by the arm said, “Say,
don't | know vou?* The hmu lurn"nl
sooked rather HHTPH‘-EL‘] and said, "*Yes
sir. 1I've been here nine months. I'm
an orderly.*

@ Jim Cockrell just received a pair of
SOCKS in a receni parcel. It seems that
his wile had started knitting them when
he was in lreland two years ago.

identitied
black cloud over his brow.,

@ Dick Van Syckle can be
now by the

In 14 months as a kriegie he has re-
ceived- two food parcels. That’s not
bad, but the lirst had had a 5 1b

rum and brandy-soaked fruit cake re-
moved by the U. S, Censor and the se-
cond weighed a mere 4 |bs!

@ Frenchman Louis Vallette had just
kicked his fourth zoal in a receunt soc-
cer game, Frenchman Saint Saveur was
heard shouting, “Good boy, Franchy!
Gat ten more!” Then Frenchman Yves
Poussier, sitting nearbyv, shushed him
and said, "No, no, ten is too many,
only twol"

™
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Kultur

@ lLatest fashion in military dress was
recemtly introduced by f,erL Rush. U
is that briltiant-hued scarf of blue,

green, orange and vermillion which has

brightened the Appel area lately.

and Thirst

World's Best P.o. W. Paper
Marks 1st Anniversary

Today. after a year of the damndest
publication problems since Gutenberg,
the OFLAG ITEM celebrates its first
anniversary as the only American news-
paper [H’EIHP'J in Germs any, the higglf:ﬁ{,
circulator of cheesecake in Europe and
the best P.o.W. paper in the world.

Although peace insurance agents re-
fuse to underwrite its future, the I'TEM
has been a war industey of the first
witer, increasing its circulation from
250 ex-fighting subscribers last Novem-
ber to 1000 American subscribers this
month.

Long has the ITEM labored to bring
the latest [Iﬂpl_? on The War That is the
Most Endless of All Wars to its avid
readers,

The Iatest tidings from the outside
world brought to the camp by Kriegie
mail, l'.,r:rnmn publications or by word-
Uf—lmmth from touring American officers
]]-I'I.EFI} rlﬂb[lng ‘“”Il L=, ]Iq_l"i i I.'IE_.I"I! TTIth‘]l]
into print at 30-day intervals,

Within the ivy-covered barbed wire
of Oflag 64, no-activity has escaped the
gimlet eves of the I'TEM': devitaminiz-
ed but tireless reporters. I'_':l:[l:lrlz-'iun of
our sports activities from the pioneer
l'll"uq fl[' o | I'I.{il'lllf'[Ihl.li{’ Ihi"‘{ill” I'_h’l.l -;].I'Id.
handsewn ball to the present wide-tlang
inter-barracks contests in  basketball,
III:H:FT.I:J;'IH. S0CCer lln:ll II:IH_T'JHH'|£1 !1.1!‘- I]{'.I_'EII
recorded for the benelit of All-American
judges,

Nor has Kultur been neglected. The
ITEM has celebrated the feats of ouar
staze enthusiasts who have developed
the local drama from skité presented on
astage improviged from tables and lockers
to vur present three-act Broadway shows
put on in the Little Theater. with all
ihe !]'E'flrl.“:.-:-i.l:lllﬂl touches nI'__w![u.g,:.-“
lighting and costumes,

Mo less publicized have been the acti-
vities of the Orchestra, now twenty men
strong, and the thirtv-veice chorus of
the Glee Club, which has put on shows
of its own including minstrels and ora-
torios.

No ;iL'LEx'il}' has Fone unsnifled by the
mquiring beagles of the Oflag news staff,
It has [aithfully récorded every squirm
and tarn of camp life from =ach passing
fancies as collecting empty ° cigarette

(See ANMIVERSARY Page 2)
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rican officers temporarily detained in
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Altburgund Notes

Interest has been aroused in local ¢ire-
les by reports of a new colony of for-

eign monks that has taken root in a
settlement near Altburgund,
The monks, identified as Americans

by their well-fed appearance and unfail-
mgly  optimistic  outlook,
in June, 1943,

lirst arrived

Within the settlement. the faithful
live a life notable for its extreme fru-
gality and abstemiousness. The temp-

tations of the flesh are sternly discour-
aged., The men turn their faces awav
from female passersbyv: some hurry for

the protection of the barracks: others
claw the air,

Their diet is simple and light. The
local monastics are extremely temperate
in their drink. Unlike other monasteries
that have grown  wealthy and famous
because of their aleoholic beverages, the
Schubanites adhere strictly to a light
beer, surprisingly mild. ' ‘

For reereation the men till their sar-
dens, weave on home-made looms or sit
quietly in the sun contemplating their
navels or reverently seratehing them.

The nlsl}' excitement in the lives ol

the monks takes place during their out-
door services which are held on a large
cleared field when the weather is good.
There several select monks attired in
distinetively eolored shirts perform cer-
tain peculiar rites with a leathercovered
spheroid, evidently the object of their
devations,

These rites are notable for repeated
iﬂ:-‘tiirll'i.':-'- ul‘ T'Lu]r[il iuu“r} iinrn sl ATNONE
the disciples. It is believed that these
bruising clashes serve as a mortification

of the {lesh for the monks.

Impressive are the fanatical cries
often chanted rhyvthmically — with
which the believers who attend the ce-
.'l"f"II!:Il]EIiE'!!-'- urge on the participants in the
rites,

It 15 not unlikely that when peace
has descended on the earth. the great
body of monks will
calt to America. Rumor has it. howe-
ver, that some of the older monks.
enamored of their surroundings and
steeped in the well-ordered discipline of
their lives, will elect to stay in Althur-
gund and peacefully carry on their me-
ditations, David Englander

take their stranee

Remember?

Kriegy Sketches

MAJOR JOHN DOBSON

|".lLtf11|r-.i;l:¢'1il' .-cImrL.f-. nprr;ltur and
Hpnrlﬁ Director for f_}“:.t;: 6d 1s
lanky, blonde :‘ilzlj{:r John Dobson

of Barracks TB. whose old man
wias coach at the lui'l.'nr::il:-.' of
Marvland.

Hailing from Richmond, Va.,
he entered the -

e ]
University  of 5%
Richmond in
1931 where he
took his first
Bachelor of
Seience degree,

The United
States Military
Academy bee- L

koned :-]-11.|1I|}' after, and the indo-

milzthlw _"-'I:I."[ur Wls HEJ“U!'HM.*:[ En
1934 .

During that time

Here he won his second BS.

he presented
the freld of
sports, plaving a fast end on the
Faothall

a triple threat in

Academy | e s
the
anil hurIin;_-

tt';lt'l»;

holding
Iilq’.i I'I"L -
the

ECas00

down first base for
Gold-and-Grav.
the

javelin  when

rolled around.

Sincee his graduation in 1939 he
has seen varied tours of duty with
the eavalry, T.D.s and finally
the Hangers, where his career mel
with an abrupt curtailment. But
bree 1+ will be resumed
near future.

conhident it
in the

-

Anniversary...
(Confinued from page one)

packs to the bitter but stalemated war
between the Grow Old Gracefully Club
and the Home By Xmas Club which
has divided (Mflag 64 into two unarmed
camps,

In spite of its mounting circulation
the I'TEM
it for advertising purposes and is devot-
ing itsell exclusively to maintaining the
high journalistic standards expected of
the best and only American news-
paper published in Germany. Noblesse
oblize,

Iiili: ‘:'ll'ffll'lll!-ll

to make use of

18 Medical Officers
Staff Well-equipped
Gefangener Hospital

“On call for any emergency” isn't an
ersatz idiom but a rf:ulit}' for Kriegies
requiring treatment in the Oflag Infir-
MAry.

With a staff of twelve medical. two
dental and three administrative officers,
and one warrant officer, under the di-
rection of Capt. Flovd Burgeson, the
hospital is equipped to take care of any
minor medical or surgical case and has
beds for twenty patients,

For more serious ailments provision
is made for the transfer of the patients
to the :"hllhllrgmld hospital, where N-ray
treatment and expert care are provided,
These coses must, however, be first pre-
sented to the German medical officer
for approval.

Capt. Burgeson points oot that most
of his medical supplies, including dres-
sing, instruments, medications and pa-
jamas for bed patients, comes from the
American and British Bed Cross.

The hospital operates a Kitchen of its
own. and the diet of patients is closely
supervised, with proper foods prtn'iili:a
as nearly as possible under present con-
ditions. With regard to regular chow the
Senior Medico states that for healthy
men in camp the mozt beneficial foods
available in the parcels are powdered
milk, cheese, biscuits, margarine and
meat, when parcels are available,

Anticipating an increase in business
during the touch football season, and
desiring to preserve the physical condit-
ion of gefangeners as well as may be,
Capt. Burgeson preseribes to all the
observance ol the general rules of hy-
siene. plus the elimination of mental
anxiety in regard to health,

[t sounds easy but just try it.

Canteen Has Popular

Subs for Real McCoy

“The canteen's higgest demand is for
what it hasn't got says Capt. Frank
Smith, who co-manages the Oflag can-
teen (7)) with Lt Col. Lonis Gershenow.

When Nescafe and soluble were plen-
tiful, the name “Ersatz coffee” was only
a reminder of something vaguely distas-
teful, But when the Number 9's reap-
peared, Oflagites threatened to break
down the doors of the canteen — all
because some joker said “Ersatz' tasted
better than “Hasty Maid."

“Scouring Palver” also worked its mob
psychology. "When a few bought it just
belore inspection day the whole camp
rushed down to gets its supply. ..
as if they'd
Cleanser.,

Just
never heard of Old Dutch
:"'*hul'-;_'rt*.l..-l* Loy

canteen customers is

just another way of saying “lamp-
lighter,"

Face-cream, translated, means shoe
ErCis,

Little ean be put into a canteen hbill-
fald but oh what a picture frame it
makes,

And athlete’s [oot just ups and dies
under the stringeney of mouth
pulver,

since January, an
bottles of beer per
over the counter. . .
ons only,

wash

averace of 1650
montl have passed
for sentimental reas-
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Sports

BARBED WIRE

HOBBIES

Kriegies do the damndest things!

In a recent ITEM survey of hobbies,
Oflag inmates were discovered to be
doing everything Irom making badges
to learning the latest dance steps, in an

all-out effort to make time fHlv. For
instance:
Red Bancker says you can't ever tell,
so he's studying Russian diligently.
Hugh Gilmore Hogan, the
paratrooper, IS an expert
the latest type homes.

siniling
at designing

Harry Frazee receives lots of pictur-
€s, so his pet hobby is making frames.

Sports Operator Ed Spicher's great-
est enjoyment is saving German cartoons
and confiscating all German pictures
of American troops and tanks.

It yvou smell a delicious
stew or chocolate pie,
it is big John Truett,

Bill Swanson, of Dixicland Swing,
spends plenty of uhrs working out in-
tricale Arthur Murray dance steps.

Harold Craft wants sometling to
laugh about so he clips all Deutsch
political cartoons,

aroma of
the man behind

Lt. Col. Max Gooler guarantees smo-
keless heaters that are flawless,

Horticulturist John Creech is occu-

pying himsell by collecting data on
the classification of Howers,

Amon Carter has a sample of every
cigarette cover that has ever hil the
Oflag.

All-round Lou Otterbein makes badges
that would put some ot the commerc-

Rl ~

ial firms to shame.

Ed Kitchens uses Ranger tactics to
embroider somme classy organizational
insignia.

John Patterson just

Lt. Col. Charles Jones notifies the
folks al home that he has mastered the
German language by sending out postal
cards in German, and printing them in
old German script.

Set Johun O'Donnell has been work-
ing over a vear desizning and 1.t1hrra'—

dering division insipria of Uncle Sam’s
troops.

“asks questions.”

kKichard Orliz, barber orderly, makes
watch bands, leather cigarette cases, in-
signia, and carves and whittles wooden
chains. Ortiz also goes a step further
and whips out leather gloves and jackets,

as weil as hand-made overseas caps.

It Might Have Been

5 ,].tl!:llt‘- ,fnr:l:u:

eels!

tl-t;r’L F1ri\ ale par-

months he's
out just o lone

After his nareel toured Germany with
slop-avers al “'*l“ ag 344, Oflag 7-F,
Oflag 69 and Oflag 64 his heart elad-
dened, becanse he had something
tungible,

IFor five been swealing

parcel

U

A hasty lnuirf:tmr revealed Ewi pen-

cils, one handkerchiel and tissae paper.

¢ SPORTS 9

Weather, Chow $hortage Combine
To Foul Up Oflag Sports Program

Prison D |

dZe ...

By DeMartino
“Tank battle, hell —

ball!™®

touch foot-

Curiosity Killed the Crease

I.t. Henry Perry had his
aroused :uvnlh because he had never
seen the word "DBavaria” on the bottom
of the cups issued by the Germans,

1'l1r1m:'-it}'

While eating in the mess ball one day
he thovght of no better time for in-
vestigating than the present, =0 Henry
turned hiz own eup over.

Drastie results took place as Lt, Perry
emerged from the mess hall with one
Lronsers (. I. all wet.

Nature Calls, Teel’s Caught

I.t. Patrick Teel saysit’s double toush
to escape from Oflag 64.

Nature's call broucht Pat to the out-
side  latrine, and the ex pugilist had a
hell of a time breakine ont the Ger-
man cuard bhad loecked him in by mis-

take.

KriegieitisEpidemicSpread

It happenz to the best of them!

An unpamed kriegy wandered aim-
lessly about secking a highted flg;-_illlli‘
'IHIJH‘-. he canght »ig]t[ of Capt. Joe
F.merson who happened to have an un-
lit cigarette in his mouth.

The Lieutenant mnonchalantly placed
his cigarette against Emerson’s — a few
hurried pulls and he went off after thank-
ing the Captain for the light both
cigarettes had never been lit,

Kriegies Return To
Sack for Winter

Rugged Arctiec weather and the
local food shortage combined last
week to knock the camp sports
program for a loop and
kriegies to the sack.

Major Jack Dobson,
officer. announced the
of orsanized

retire

recreation
SUSpension
football and
basketball and announced plans for
ping-pong. bridge and

S0OCCCT,

chess tour-
naments beginning this month, A
handball tournament and boxing
will bhe held when the re-

Barracks 1 is

classes

novation ol

COTIL-
||Il‘1[‘i|.

Soccer. new Lo the Oflag and
most Americans, attracted an en-

thusiastie fu”uwing. Capt.
Bill Gedde's Celties

finished the secason in first place,

blt?;_flar'ra

Passons and

losing only one tilt each. The lea-
gue. although sparked by the
Frogs and former American play-

ers. was composed mainly of new-
comers to the game,
With a

wins and

perfect record of six
no losses, Roceo Pravi-
dica led his quintet to vietory in
the season's final basketball tour-
nament.

Eddie Berlinsky took his reven-
ge on  Bill Luttrell when he led
his Midgets to a 12—6 victory
over Luttrell's Cubs. after i::-:-iu;:qT the

all star foothball

;_-:nm- y his ad-

Versary h}.' a score of ﬁL 25
Bob Bingham and ex-pro Bill
Geddes caplained |nir|~.nd teams Lo

4-4 tie in the ('.:uup‘ﬁ first all-

star soccer exhibition.

Tripp Makes First
“One”onErsatzCourse

The first hole-in-one to be scor-
ed on the local ersatz golf course
(and the second in his golfing car-
eer) was made by Francis

Tripp of 3-A.

“"Cactus”
who is alse co-hol-
der with Johnson of the lo-
weslt score for amateurs — 59,
His other (or pre-kriegie) hole-
in-one was made on the Fsso course
on  Aruba Izsland. Duteh West

Indies.

Fred
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“Full Swing"™, Swingland Top November Entertainment

First All-Original
Musical Leads off
Nov. Show Schedule

“Full Swing.”* anounced in lasi
monti's I'TEM for the end of Octo-
ber. will have it's opening Lomor-
November 2. This
all-original

row evening,
firs1
the most elaborate setting vet to

show will have

be seenr here-three new sets desio-

ned Ea} Justin Ware and construc-

Lol is} Loua Otterbein. The show

will have a six dav run. closing
on November T,

The rest of the entertainment
program this month includes:

A three-day Swingland program
by Bob Rankin and
gtarting November 9: and

his orchestra

Tom Holt's second baritone re-

cital on November 14 and 15.

From November 22 through 27,

there will be two one-act Inl:wr::
“Pot Tauck.” a n*ml!l:d_\.' to be di-
rected 1:}' Carlos Burrows. and

“In The Zone.” a by Iu-
sene (V'Neill, under the direction
ol Howard Holder.

drama

Beware of G. |
Nurses, Says Cabbl

B —
-
§ ':I )
4 "ﬁ 3 “.“:r i
£ o *, i
’“‘3"1"_-\_ Ex i = i
B & 5
!_' - L "!.'._ ] *
e 1 -
L oy |
(]
Y
|"|l .
* - - A
o e

(. 1. nurses just can't be trosted, ae-
cording to Lt. George Cobb, of 8-A, who
knows.

It seems that while George was gali-
vanting around Ilui}'. he ran into the
above covey of cuties and had thiz pie-
ture taken.

Which was fine, except
the nurses knows his sister,

So, naturally, his sister got the picture,

But so did Mrs, Cobb.

George hasn't heard from Mres, €. since,

that one of

B}‘: Ken Goddard
So the blond babe =zlides her
stool closer to the bar, crossing
her sams with a slither of silk.
Tt'1l hv[[r decrease  the posterior

hang-over, or nvrrwl:mlg_, if vou

look at those things,

All of a
jerk and bangs this tin gadjet on
the

gum butter, an a gless uy

sudd'n in comes this

har. Gimme a jigger of rum,
witer.
he savs.

He's rollin up the N.Y. Times
into  little balls an all th’
vellin® somethin’ like snail or snell

time

then he pops these Little halls into
this tin gadget and keeps savin’
l}ljfl:ﬁ- Hl]‘“lfl.- “-Il”"l,.' “EH!'\: IE:;{": d Iy ==

tic rite.

|'vr.~.unﬁ'[|_x' I'm I|!J'||F\1'|i=.: he’s nut-
ty as a fruit cake.

He drops in a whel® penny box
of maiches and this piece of ma-
chinery goes off like Conev on the
The blond <lides her stool
Ma-
this

fourth.
aver an takes a In'l'l} S ig.
bel Like

sinece s=hs Zol ralded.

= = S |
ain't s=een nothin

Post-War Pyrotechnics Plans Previewed

Then he unwraps this
and
which he lovingly sets on th' fire.

package

ImlI.'-,a out a beaker

P}'I’t*.?'i

Obov oboy obov oboy. nothin
but the best for me he savs and
pours in the stuff. This here

beaker gets black as your hat an’
pretty soon this screwball sav OK
OK a

IilHIl'.‘i

;zhlf-'-..-a an’ a rag snelf. an’
the stuft ouat.

like

an. the guv ]-;:*{-II.H' ;-;:1}'i|=_

It zoes down his gullet
water
oboy oboy oboy oboy. these five-
I']'I"l']'”lI Elﬂ[" I_E_II}"'-" Al i:"ll"l"'"'l'!ﬂ.

he Mabel's

Then SEes THIE
swingin® like penjoolums. Lemme
buy ya a drink huh sis he zays
an’ he fires up this gadjet agaip.

Well it ends up withy this guy
setting slightly  inebriated and
walking out the door talking about
Aarabs and other rtilill_\' little
people and he gives a public ad-
dress on a klink, then he looks
at Mabel and says oboy oboj
nhrr:-. ulm} what a -'u:mil'f.',

Sixty Students, Ten
Profs Pursue Higher
Learning Inside Wire

Beset by a lack Space
and searcity of working materials, ten
instruetors under the direction of Capt.
Philip Foster, with approximately sixty
students, are now carrying on the pur-
sutt of hicher tearning within  the loeal
barbed wire.

of classroom

Most thrivine classes on the campus
are in the Law group, with twelve mem-
hers meeting Five times weekly for two
hours each day, and Beginning German
with ten students,

The Law is taught jointly by
four lawver captains, Clarence Ferfuson,

l"i“"'\ﬁ
formerly a practicing attorney — al faw
of Grosheck. Texas, and Garvin Fitton,
Leorard Warren and Lumund Wileox,
of the University of Arkansas, Yale and
the University of Towa, respectively.

Capt. Wilcox has, in addition, a class
in Business Law., with a half dozen re-
;;Lll:tr attendants. The courses are de-
signed, mecording to Capt. Ferzuson, to
produce lawvers,

For Kriegies who want the Dentsch
to sprechen, Lt. Col. Charles Jones, Jr.,
who has learned German since hiz in-
carceration, provides the instruction three
times weekly,

Other language studies include Italian,
tanght by Lt. Anthony Cipriani, Advan-
ced German by Lt. Carl Hansen, and
i':ug_;iisl't, also tunghl ir}'l,t. Hoansen. The
latter course deals primarily with voca-
bulary and usage, according to the in-
slructor. Besides the above., Lt. Col.
Robert Cheal is doing his best to fur-
ther international relations by teaching
four of our French-speaking allies to talk
American.

Instruction in  Economies,
with various economic |nrn'!-!1=1:l-. 15 (le-
hivered to a class of five by Lapt. Foster,

dealing

who holds 1!t'_‘_‘|’!"|_‘- of Master of Arts
fromm Penn Stamte. For shorthand stu-
dents, l.t. Fuorene Dall teaches the

Lrrese avstem

with the
heavy summer sports prograni, 4 nume
ber of have been discontinued
Lut may be resunmed in the early futu-
re. These indlode Primary and Advane-
ed French, Spanish, Geology and Mathe-
Kricetes who wish to enrnll in

Coming into direel confliel

CHORrEes

maties.
any class may do so by seeing theé eda-

ecational lireetor l.'mljrf,l|'l:ii1']: Foster,

Those Were the Days

Th:s iast THE [ITEM
printed in s {irst isswe the follow-
ing menu of the Ollag*s “43 Thanks-
giving dinner:

Ly viar,

readed Prem
Mashed potatoes
Peas and carrots Grave \

Schubin Paddine

'}:'[u'i'll'[: Ofiax 64,
Druck:-Wills
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